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'Tie sin was uncommoxîîy hiot for

so early in the sez-Lon; it strearned
down unchecked by thie leaflcss
trees. and even imadle so bold as to
pour into the library %%iilo\w% of
thie Meredith Mansion. and cdance
coquettishly across tie p)!azcid coun-
tenance and bald liead of a gexîtle-
inan rccliniig ii au eaisy cha.ir. Au
observer would have said lie was
asleep, but lhad lie dared to statehIi s
opinions, Captaiii 'Mcredith would
have contradicted hirn flatly; yet
wvhen the sun, bcconung more con-
fident, threwv a gleani of golen
light straighit into the open rnouth
of the siceper, hie opened hiis eycs
suddenly, straiglitened hiiniseif up,
andglanced furtively around, to sec
if any one wvas prescrnt, for it ill
becaine an old sea dog like hlmii to
be found napping on a Sund(ay
afternoon. Finding inîseif aloile,
hie agaira sank into thie dcpthis of lis
chair, and renîaincd quiet for a
time.

The Captain was a large, portly
person, with a round good-natured
face, and merry twinkly eyes. For
twenty years he biad been Captain
of an East Indiarnan, and biad withi
many nîisgivings rcsigned his posi-
tion, on coming into a fortune left
hinibyan aunt. An orp)haucde(niece
lived wvitli hini, and superintended
hisbacbelor cstablishnxent, or rather
nmade believe she did, for the old
housekeeper considercd lier but as
a chiild, and openly scorncd lier
advicc and assistance.

The sun sank lower, so did the
Captain's cyelids, but he-aring foot-
steps approaching lic pickcd up a
book, and 'vas diligently reading
when the door opencd and a tal
slender girl entcred. She came
languidly fora, tosscd lier bat
and gloves on the lounge and sat
down.

The Captain lookcd up, "'Hello
Toots! tircd ? How did you get on

witli, Fanîg Duodle, to-day ? iie
Lsked. 'l'lie Igirl lauglied ratiier

listlesslv. -It re.allv seems like
trving to write on thie saiids; you
just get tiie letteis aIl beautifully
made, wlhen a greztt wavc roils in,
anid %vaslies it aIl awav. Last Sun-
day 1 taiglit Pang Chiou a verse of
-I ani su glzd. - aîd to-dayhle hiadn't
the vaguestideaof aîîythiig about

',I suppose opium and his otiier
littie failings are tlie big wave thiat
swept -I arn so glad" away," siig-
gested lier uncle iniiselievously.

"No. Uucle Sulas, lazy and stupid
Paxig Chiou miay be-, but good I amn
sure licis. Wliy to-day wlicnlIwas
talking to lîim, the big tears fairly
rolled down hiis clîecks, and bie
seerned quite touclîeLd," said tle girl
stoutly.

-I gucss- luis nerves wcre getting
slîaik for wvant of astinîulant," and
Captaiti M\eredithî lauglied slyly -
lie deliglîtecl tu tea41se ElIsie about
the Clîinaniax shle lîad undertakzen
to Christiaiiize. -But you rnust re-
inember, nîy dear, lie added, tlîat

icliildlike innocence oftcn makcs tlîe
hypocrite."

"Well Uncle, she said rising and
gatlîering up lier belongings. it is
of 4iio use coming to you for cncou-
rag ement andl sympatlîy. But, she
said as suie turneal tue door knob, I
bave invited hlim licre for Thursday
evening to sec if I can imprcss ]iim
any."' She closcd tlîe dooraud ber
uncle proceedeal to complete luis
nieditations.

Wlîen Tliursdaymorning arrived,
Elsie becamne a little- aJ)preliensive.
Howv to entertair iber gucst slie dial

jnot quite know. Suddenlyabright
idea occurreal, she wvould write lier
nîinister. He would be the very
one, for hie was always prcacbing

Imissions, aund surely this Was a mis-
sion, altlîough on a smail scule of
course. A note %vas despatchcd to
the Rev. Arthîur Kiddis, and Miss
Elsie scttlcd berself to cnjoy tlîe


