192 Too many Books and Newspapers already.

“TOO MANY BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS ALREADY.”

But what kind of books? Iistorical and biographical, travels and school
books ; novels iu abundance. But how many religious books have you? Do
you expend ten dollars a year in this way ? Perhaps among all your purchases
not ooe of a religious character has lately been procured. A good book is a
good friend, and emercises a powerful influence oo the character, preserving,
as in a phial, the best thoughts of the best men. You yourself may be so
engaged in business as not to have much leisure, but your family will read;
and if' you do not furnish them with books of a good churacter, they will read
such us indispose them for the duties of life, or dispose them for the follies
and vices which so abound. A good book is thén not ouly aun antidote for

_idleness, but it supplies the place of reading positively iujurious. It introduces
the reader to the best thoughts of the best men, and fursishes a delightful oc-
cupation in many hours which might otherwise be thrown away : for, according
to Fenelon, ** Disquiet which preys on other men is unknown to those fond of
reading.”

You have old religious hooks : but you must have new also, to prevent the
others from moulding in the memory. You must have such as meet the wants
of the age, and are adapted to the changes of society. Hence new books are
generally preferred, and unless religious truth be presevted to the young in an
attractive garb, for the most part it will not be rdad. You are careful in
introducing & stranger to your family: be equally so as to the books you intro-
duce, that they may be such as will leave a blessing. and not a curse behind.
Nor can the usual plea of expense be alleged as an excuse, for such is the
facility for printing, that books can pow be bought at one half ot their former
cost. A whole library, containing ene hundred volumes, can be obtained for
ten dollars; and it is difficult to see how such a sum could accomplish more
good. It vou, as a Christian parent, wish vour children to be intelligent
Christians, renew vour supply of proper books, and vou shall find the invest-
meunt cheap. A thought contained therein may, in its influence on your family,
save many hours of woe.  An old writer says that ** Apy persoeu who hoards
up his money, instead of laying it out in such a charity, should be condemned
to the mines.”

"The sawe remarks apply to a religions paper, only that the expense is still
less ; beinz three, two, and even ove dollar a year for a paper which will visit
you weekly, and bring to your house some hundred different articles, each
containinz a good thought.  You will see how your Heavenly Father governs
the world, aud particularly His Church: what the missionary is doing, —what
other Christian bodies are engaged in.  You will meet with gems of thought
in prose and poetry ; extracts from the best writings; eucouragements to good
and warmbgs azanst evil, with examples of both.  And thus you will sustain
an agency which, at present, i1s jodispensable to our Church’s due succeds,
The dearest paper is chewp indeed when we consider the influence of fitty-two
such in & year, read ag they are by sll the fumily.  kupiscopalinus, though as
a body interior to nove in intelligence, are greatly deficient in this respect, for
while nearly every Methodist takes his Church paper, whole congregutions of
ours tuhe searcely one.  If you have pot dope so before, subseribe to one now.
{Of course you will punctually pay for it, otherwise 1t would not be to you a
religious paper.)  You will find it a corrector not ooly of other papers filled



