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this year embraced a concizo statement of
the financial operations of overy society
in the Provinee that had received a share
of the public money. The committee
would be pleased to hear that the difhi-
culties in King's County in reference to
the Provincial Exhibition of 1877, had
been, to a large extent, overcome, and
there was reasonable hope that the dis-
. satisfaction that existed would rapidly
subside, and that not only the whole
county, but the whole Province, would
unite in careying out what was likely to
prove the best Exhibition ever held in
the Province. The chairman then re-
ferred to the propriety of intreducing
into the Legislature a genoral act for the
Provinee, giving counties the power, if
they desired to exereise it, of crecting
cxhibition buildings. 1o likewise allu-
ded to Mr. Hendry's proposal to establish
a joint stock dairy farm, to Mr. Dupe's
application for a voto to assist in tho es-
tablishment of another bone mill, to the
desire of the Board to make a small im-
portation of cattle and sheep in the full,
and to a proposal that the Secretary
should visit various sections of the Prov-
inco during the summer, and lecture on
suitable subjects connected with practical
agriculture. The chairman then pointed
out tho financial position of the Buard,

aud stated what amounts of grants were
requived to «arey ull UNC OPCrations ot the
year, viz. :—
1. Yor the general purposes of the
Board and expenses of manage
INCHE. e aurnrereenrenreacererensonnssernans 32,000 00
2. For Prize Fund Provincial Exhibition 4,000 00
3. Amount required to cover loss on
Stock Importation so as to bring
Stock Farm Fund up to original
amount of 38,000.......c..ccnvvnnnn.
4. Amount of grants required to meet
claims of Societics for 1876 in ex-
crss of S6,000 voted....venieneeiennne
. For isocietics in 1877...ccevvvvvuiinene

$15,150 42

These are the minimum items required
for carrying on the Board’s operations,
The last (5) is limited to the amount
stated in the Act, but will prolably be
insuflicient Lo meet Socicties’ claims under
the Act to the extent of about 8500, I
the amount is not increased to £6,500 it
will probably be necessary next session to
make up the deficiency before the grants
to societies can be paid.

2,505 42

&t

Several proposals have been brought-

before the Board, involving additional
expenditure, but they do not press these
upon the committee, not knowing how far
the state of the finances may justify a
further increase in the vote. ‘The Board,
however, desire to request the committce
to recommend the Legislature to author-
ize them to use the stock farm fund, as
formerly, for a small importation this year,
which they hope will not involve much
loss.  The chairman invited members of
commitlee to express their views, and

stated that the Board would be glad to
afford any additional information that
might be desived in 1egard to their ope-
rativns,

Mr. McKay, Mr. Archibald, Mr. Long-
ley, Mr. Starratt, and Mr. North all spoke
in r:ference to the subjects alluded to,
and first in regard to the bone mill, the
general impression apparontly being that
the Wellington Bone Mill supplied all
the bone dust for which there was a de-
mand at present.

Mr, North thought, if Col. Laurie could
manutiacture hone manures as cheaply and
as good as those imported, there would be
no difliculty in selling all that could bo
made in Nova Scotia. e approved very
highly of the proposal to introduce a bill
for a general Act to enable counties to
creet Iixhibition buildings,

Mr. Longworth, having been cengaged
in auditing tho accounts of the Board,
explained fully the finances and tho grants
required. Ths Board were unwilling at
the present time to ask for any increase
that could bLe avuided. The apparent
increaso arises from two causes: Fivst,
tho luss on last yeat's importation, which
was authorized by the Legislature on the
understanding that the loss would be
made up by a vote this year, and, second-
ly, the excess of grants resulting from the
TICITAdC UL PuuIviito.

M. Starratt spoke of the different ways
in which importations had been made by
the Board, of the expericuce guined, and
of the special kinds of animals now re-
quired to infuse new blood of the high-
est possible chamcter into our thorough-
bred herds, which, in their turn, would
tell upon the stock of tho whole Provinee,

M. Archibald did not wish to discour-
age tho Board, but the state of the finan-
ces of the Province scemed to render a
general reduction of expenditures necces-
sary. If no importation were made this
year, it might encourage the sale of
thorough-bred animals raised in the Pro-
vince, e thought the seheme of having
the Secretary to visit various sectionsand
and promote enquiry amonyg young farm-
ers by lecturing on scientific agriculture
would be of great public benefit,

Mr. McKinnon thought that the Board
were engaged in a great work and should
be encouraged.  The importations caused
a small apparent loss in dollars, but they
were in reality an immense gain to the
country, The agricultural grant should
be the very last to he reduced,—should
be increased, it possible, rather than les-
sened,  The stock should be kept up by
fresh importations. e approved of a
general Act to facilitate the ercetion of
Exhibition buildings ; thonght bone mills,
after the encouragement they had already
received, should now be allowed fo rest
on & commerciul basis.

Mr. MeKay approved of the remarks
of the chaivman of the commiltee (Mr.
Archibald), as to thu necessity and desi-
rability of economy in every serviee, but
disagreed entirely as to reducing the grant
for agriculture, Importations snould be
continued every year, if practicable, Tho
whole sum required was not much, and
might be saved from unnecessary services,

Hon. Mr. Robertson referred to the
cncouragement that had beon formerly
given for tho establishment of a bone mill,
but, in view of the many pressing claims
presented by the Buavd, there might be
difhiculty in ropeating such voles, even if
desivable, which some of the speakers
doubted. Mo saw the necessity of a gen-
cral Jaw for Iixhibition buildings, and
sugaested that the committee might frame
a suitable bill. e thought an importa-
tion of stock should be made, il possible,
}\ut not tvo extensive, su as to kesp down

0S8,

Mr. Longley presumed the Boand
wished to know the upinions of the com-
mittee, and how far funds would bo forth-
coming. lle doubted whether the House
would be willing to increase the grant,
and even if willing, whether they had the
means. Very considerable loss had been

sustained by tho importations over a
numhar of veara, and, dn po-ysctice by
the length of pedigrees, would be the

probable losses in future. The country
would not suffer much to go without an
importation this year,

Mr. Ross was rather surprised ab o
member from a famed farming county like
Annapolis speaking as ho had done. Such
remarks woulld have come with botter
grace from himself (Mr. R.) who came
an outlandish place across the Strait. His
county did not directly benefit by the
importations, but he felt they wore a great
public benefit.

Mr. McKay was sorry Mr. Longley
took the view he did.  He preferred the
remarks of the on. Mr. Robertson, who,
whilst sensible of the necessity of re-
treuchment, expressed his willingness to
mect the wants of the Board.

Mr. Longley explained that it was not
from any want of appreciation of the
importance of ecncouraging agriculture
that he had made his remarks ; important
as that is he doubted the prudence of
increasing the grant just now, simply in
view of the serious financial condition of
the country.

Mr. Gayton thought the operations of
the Board were of the first importance to
the country in every way. The remarks
of Mr. Longley were worthy of a good
deal of consideration, but we should
leave such an interest as Agriculture to
be one of the last to be touched.



