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Christ be judged by that word, for Ilwhosoever goeth onward, and abideth
flot in the teaching of Christ, hath flot God; hie that abideth in the teaching,
the same bath both the Father and the Son1" 2 John: 9. What is true of in-
dividuals here must also be truc of Churches. If it can be proved that a
Church, as such, has not "labided" in ibe teaching of Christ, it lies iîot of God,
and, therefore, cannot be legitimately called "la Church of Christ."

i. The Church of Rome bas departed from, Christ by taking the Scriptures
away from the people, procl aining the Bible to be an obscure and dangerous
book~, flot to be read except by special permission, under penalty of excom-
municatiort. (Bossuet, Expos. xviii. 19.) But the Divine Word says : "lTo
the law and the testimony, if ainy one speaks flot according to this word, it is
because there is no light in thern." IS. Viii: 2o. David did flot think the
Word dangerous, for hie wrote: Il The Words of the Lord are pure words, as
silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times."l Ps. xii -6. God
.11begets bis people with the Word of Truth," jas. i: iS. Il His ]aw is per-
fect " Ps. xix : 7. IlIt ivas written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the Soriptures mighit have hope." Rom. 15 : 4, Iland Paul
comrnended his Christian friends, flot to priests, but to God and the Word
of His grace, which, is able to, build you up and to give you an inheritance
arnong ail of themn which are sanctified."

Sonie Protestants as wvell as rnany Roman Catholics boldly deny that
Romne forbids the reading of Scripture. Only unautlîorized translations are
forbidden. But we want facts, and kt is a fact that in Roman Catholic
countries, and iii the Province of Quebec in particular, the niass of the people
bave not the Word of God, are flot encouraged to read and study it, and
generally consider it a bad book, to be rernorselessly cast into the fire,
shotild it fail into their hands. If a mian is seen reading the New Testament
.on the cars or in the boat, the whispers vi Il go round that lie is a "ISuisse," a

"Chiniquy," or an heretic. Try it, if you doubt it; we have and we know.

The word of God is Light, and it is a suspicious circumnstance when a church,
claiming to be of Christ, dares flot ]et that light shine upon its teachinigs.

But i. it is said, good and faithftil praests preacb the Gospel, andin this way
the people become acquainted wiýh ail they need to know of saving truth,
without risks of falling into error and schisni.

Do they, indeed, preach the Gospel? The central figure of the Gospel is
Christ, and Hini crucified; and in every Catholic Church, there is a crucifix
over the a1tar, and pictures of Christ's passion, it may bc thought that the
Lamb of -God offered up on Calvary is always proniinently put before the
minds as well as befoie the sight of the faithiful.

Shail we do evii, that good may corne? When did God abrogate the
comxnand given ont Sinaî: IlThou shaît not niakc unto thee aiîy graven image,


