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a pliilatelist, and as yet ain con-
siderable of a novice ilu stanîp-
doi. But, as Canada philatelists
have l)eeu pretty good to nie,
and wishing to gratify mny friend
Xiddi'oxuble, I will d10 the best I
Cali. Conneeéitit is a siall. state
and thoug-li niv letter wvill be
peinied iu Hartford I shall go
outside often for inspiration.

I arn îîot a particular colledor.
Trhe album I place stamips iii is
the property of xîîy son, and lie
is iot ''fussy>' at ail, especialiy
as lie prefers to have mie ck' the
xvork, so Seebecks, reprints,
locals, match, iiedicinie, and
othier staxnps finci a resting place.
But lately I have beeiî more
serions and arn confiing lus book
to Canaciiaîî and United States
issues, wliile I have a separate
book for blocks, strips, pairs, and
foreigni revenues, cliief anon-
wlîich. a.re the Canadian.

Perhiaps soînie of miy Canladian
rea(lers inay liot understaild the
titie ''Nutmneg Gratings." It is
îîot an original one with nie, but
I Lbelieve lias neyer lbeen used ini
the phlîiatelic press, anîd as there
is no patent attaclîed to it I niiake
bold to appropriate it. We in
Coîinied2icut have a reputation of
being slîrewd anîd somnetirnes of
being tricky, andi it is traditionial
tlîat the inventive Counie6licut
Yankee lias made -wooden iiiut-
inegys and solci tbiiex for tlîe gen-
ujîlie article. Hence Coiiiedict
wvhiclî is uisually known as the
"laîîd of steady habits,'' is also
called the "'land of -wooden xiut-
miegs'' or the ''Nutneg State,''
and "Nutilîeg Gratings" refer to
niews scraped uip in Conneélitit.

Hartford (the city of the
Charter Oak) lias naîiy phil.atelists, and there are sortie who

have large colledfions. 1 believe
olie gentleman lias, cotinting
foreigxî-i revenues, a colledion of
17,000, another over i0,000, sev-
eral 6,ooo, and s0 on downl, and
tiiere are a lîalf dozexi or more
dealers who dIo a mail business
of co'isiderable proportions. I
believe there is no0 regular stand
confining itself to pimilatelis, butsi-
niess, but ingi(es anîd albumiis are
kcpt ini the stores. Althougli
24 trolley lines centre hiere, goi ig-
froîn tliirteen nîiilus xin several
direiis to eiglîteen ini one
other, I doubt if a store confined
to stanips and plîilatelic goods
would pay.

Thiere are a few colleélors here
wlîo keep, siamps 0on the cover,
and I keep ahI extra good omes
tliat wvay niiyself, partly for tue
iio-vehi and partly for the post-
marks. The largest colleffion I
kîiow of iii th-Ie viciniitv is owîied
b)y an ehderly lady in an adjoining
town. Shie lias a large bureau
w'itli four drawners craiinmied fuill
of envelopes witlh the staîîîps at-
tachiec. Quite recently shie sold
one for $5o, after steadily refus-
ing( offers; at a lower figure.

The Connieéicut Plîilatelic So-
cietY lias, 1 believe, been aband-
ouied. It wvas nieyer a very large
org-anization. Tlhis state bias
iiîauy phîihatelists but tlîey belong
to outside societies of older
groîvt î and size. * The secretary,
however, wvho hives liere, is a
very efficient officiai, and lie is
stili onie of the best exchiauge
superiîîtendents ini a larger soci-
ety, being a, very coiipetenlt mian.

A "'Mercliants' E xibitiomî and
Food Fair" took place lu Hart-
ford the first and :-co:îd w'eeks
ini February. exlîibitor,
S. Miyanaga, g-awe away business


