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The Brattieboro Stamip.

'-Not fo kiow it atiraies yours.ýelf

aakîow î ' tslistory lias becai so tlior-
oaigily and faequeîitly treaited hýy able
wiiters thlait 1 lisîhte t;o conitiniue for fear
îaay ieînarks îîmy jarove but feehie repieti-
t ions of tlieir idea.

However it inaybe <)f îîaterest tx siajale, to
learn that the second postage stainp) issu;ted
fia the United States, was engrav-ed l)y
Tliîas Chabbuck ait Brattleboro, over
fifty ye:irs ago. '%r. Chabbuck wit.4 iii
Ba-.ttlebo)ro from 184.5 to M88, auad LiaIam
office <ireetlv over the post ottice, by
wlaiel Le ber.ame iatimate with F. N. Pal-
muer tlae lbstmastoer. At tsait tinte ift cost

ive eîrnte ea a letter, anda lrelanyment
wais olatioiail. l>ostinaster's salaries, More
trier, wcrc gr.ided, ais thcy are now te soîne
extent, by tLe ainount taken in ut tIse office
Und tl flacisstaiwsterait New York, tliinkiîag
tlaat peopale woiald lie inure apt to prelay3
tlacir postage if tlaey could do so by means
of stampas, had soute struck off ait Lis own
expense. One of tiiese r(xccd the Braittle-
bor) lx-ost office, anid conuncnded itaicîf te
.Nr. Palmers judgemn, anîd Le deter-
miiacd to inca-case the revenuie (if lais office
if po)ssible, Lv flae saun- iacasias.

Accordingly Le emnjîbved Mr. (lihbuck
to jarepare a copper palat; for huai, contaiii-
ing tein stampi, and Lad.5300siaes îariîîted
or 5M stamrits iii -dl. It is f LougIst liow-
ee t bat oaaly one-tenf b of tlie-sc were

uaued. TLey were printed in black ujaoaa
buif uIper, and were about the size of
tbose now in use. TLc desigur was vcry
.,imieal; ain octîgoni. sha1 ac, differing from
tlîe border in thse direction of the tintcd
huie>. The center contains the initiais of

fte Jostialiter, "J?. N. 1»." iii facsiiiiile of
lais o(aî l.awa-taîr ab<ave it, wus
"RATTrL&Boao," belOW"FvC r, in
oit the sides, &'P. W.' Before the -3(KI
siacets 'were used, the (loverniaaîeuat L>eg1aî
to issue liostagre stainlis anîd ftie destruction
was ordered, hoth of the stanlas on lianal
and the (lies. Hence hus hapîacîîed thie
extreine iritv oif tue st.anq as, wlîiel liais
led sonaae to dotat tlaeir existence.

M r. Clîabbuck Liad a single sheet of the
stinlis iii his book of saimples of lais work
for a nuînber of v-eau-s, but tiiallv sold thena
zibo;ut 20 yea rs ago, te a, gentleman who
gave Ilim a dollar a utieee for thut leaving,
the engraver chuekling over bis batrg-aii.
.Mcetinîg witli tlae genatlemani afterwards,
M r. tiaabbuckcau-nedl that. lie Lad disliosed
of flic stanips for $1.5 a 1 icce "but tue taitn
1 sold thcm te,"' saaid Le, '-got $Q30 iea for
thein."' This gentleman wrote an accounit
of tlac stamps whica was înablished witlaout
M~r. (2habbuick's knowlaalge. lu con.'e-
qucaîce of this Leiaag, published, Mr. Chah-
bitck bas received uiany letlersj inquiring
about the stamlas, un<l offeriiig as Ligla as3
$30 for one of tlac stamîlas; anotber offéed
te give $57f0 for the original puates, if
obtainiable. The plate, Iiowever bais been
destroyed, aind the staîitijas arc liever seean
exVc;at iii tîte album of soute l>Lilatlist
wlao hws het-i fiutuiaitc eiaotagla to secure a
copy of tiais- r.ire staînp.

Tite adoption of aia î'iternaitional stanilb
would maîke a radical change iii pulilately.
Eitlîer it woulii be the means of grcaatly
prospering our fuir goddess, or else it
would be flhe meansj of traing philatelia's
bannier ini fac dust.-I. E. Patterson.

This paiper ona trial 3 months for a two
cent stamp.


