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and najesty, loftùie.ss and inipcrisli.
ability.

But if this inounitaja possesses hIe
Izingc of the trees, it serves only as ani
a.,yluin tu the h-iii- of' the birds. liere
il is îllmî the cagrle, afier liaving run
t1irough the plains of air, or Io tear Ille
prey which it lins ravishied, seules on
Ille topinost branches. Ezelziel, in ai-
lusioni t the condilcî of Nebuchadnez-
7ar, makcs use of this fine ailegorical
figrure:-'A great cagle, witlî great
%vings, Iong-wingred, fuill of feathiers,
wlichl had divers colours, came mita
Lebanon, and toolc the higýhest branch
(if thc. cedar."' Sacred writ, indeed,
abouî.ds with passages upon this ruler
of thec forcst dynasty ; Liaiah is per-
pcîually ccehraîingl- it, and iii Cbapter
after chupter indulges iii bis favourite
e.xpression of "- Gloria Libanii,"ý the
"lory of Lebanon.

But it is sometimes used metaphori-
cally by the poets, ta illustratc mourn-
fui and lamentable events. Zechiariali,
inkiling of the future desolation of the

Temiple of Jeruisalein by !hc Romans,
breaks out mbit a fine strain, commenic-
i1Ig.1 "Lebnnon, open thy gates. that the
lire înay devour tby cedars?' This, it
wvill bc seen, alludes more particillarly
in Ille temple îsclf, wlîich wsCon-
sîtriictd for the most part of the cedars
of tbis foresi. At Ilhe lime of its build-

in.it ivill bc rcmeinbered that Solo-
imon seCnt to F i arn, King of Tyrr, say-

mu.~As thon djdst deal wiîh Devid
iniVfather, and didst sendl hînm cedars to
1-uild an bouse to dvcli therein, evcnl so
dteui %vith ie;- send me cedar-trees. fir-
irers, and atlrtitn-tree,-, out of I.rb;iini
inr 1 kinoi that thiy servanilts can skill ta
,ciît tiniber iuLoann

To ivbichi cpistle llirai ansvere-d in
n. riting. and among othier things, said:
'-And'we wilI cnit-iood ont of Leba-
iien. as xnuch as thon shait liced, and
Iv wilt brin-, it to Iller in flotes I1w sca
ù) Jopipa, and itoit shalt carry it up ta

1,. is -Ilqo said tiat îhirty îhonsand
1,,r.rlites %veto sm'nt 10o hewens in tlht
lilountain, Ln hélp ilic Si-loni-mis in thpir

At the presenit remote day, there are
plantcd at the foot of these beautiful ce-
dars, many whbite stoîte altars, at %vhich
hIe ccclesiastics say niass. In fine sea-
sons, these cedars are frequented by Ille
cliristains, wvbo corne frorn ai parts of
Ille Ottoman empire, and even from
Persia. VThe ïMaronîtes, Ille inhiabi-
tanîs of ail the stirrounding, villages. go
there ivith ilheir Priests; afîer mass, they
Cat, drink, in, and dance to the sound
of cynibais, duicimers, ai.d melodiotis
niusie. At thecir departure, the vene-
rable pilgrimns carry w'itl thein branches
of the cver-green cedars, wvitlî which,
on their arrivai uit hoine, tliey dccorate
the doors of thecir bouses.

rThere is a pleasing custom observed
bv' travellers zt the present day, whvbl
is that of lifting the bark of Ille cedar,
and iliereunder inscribing tîteir marrme,
by incision,' inito the trunk. There is
10 be secni ut this minute hIe name of an
Englishmnan, bearing the date of 1600.
Voyagers stili continue this practice;
and upon the most be-antiful cedare,
tnmens are taobe found engraven, of Dr.
Merryon. Lord N~orth, Lady Stanhope,
Taylor, Dtlaborde, and other distin-
gruished persons.

rBut that glory which once crownedl
thie mounitain, hus ncwv îuch declitied,
particularly ivithin the Iast two centu-
ries. There estnowv no thonisanu(is
fromn %hicli the floor-beamns and roofs
of umncr'a palaces are to bc hcewn or
carvcd out. Thecir numnber is decrcas-

cd to sixteen. These -are ccrtainly fine
noble trees. ricli of bough and beautiv,
ana cArtainly stili glorionis Io behiold;
but indeed, compared vith thecir former
abundance, thcir prescint diminished
niunber forîns but a sorry contrast; and
they cannot but excite. iii coinmon with,
ail the other splendid wrecks of the
lholy City, a meclancholy feeling of at-
glorv whI-ichi once existed. Ilut bath no01

F~.inOOD.-A linr begn with ina.
jking failsehood appear like îtruth. alnd
ends ý;iîtiu akîngt rtih f eafikllie


