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LL nations revere and cherishi
the birthplace of their illus-
trious hcroes. EngI andJias

Stratford-on-Avon ; the Unlited
States, Mount Vernoni. It is there fore
but fitting that ail Clîristendomn sliould
hold the land coinsecratecl by the pre-
sence of the Recleenier of the worid, as
the rnost sacred spot on earth. And
fromi the earliest ages Cliristians have
believed that Liis land should be free
of access to ail thc îpeoplc.

Pilgrims fromn the West hiave deenîed
it a great priviiege to be able to do
penance for their sins on the vcry spot
wvhcre Our Lord redeemied them. Con-
stantine the Great and bis mother St.
Heliena -visited J erusaleni and buift
mnany beautifuil temples ini honor of the
Saviour. Robert of Normiandy chid
penance in the streets of the Hioly City.
Before long, however, the Christians
were denieci the privilege of visiting
and praying at the differcnt shrines ln
Palestine.

Omiar the leader of the Mussulmaiis
conquered the Hoiy Landi in A. D. 638,
and lie not only persecuted tliose milo
lived in Jerusalemn but lie also pre-venit-
ed as far as lie -,vas able those who
ventured into the city fromn other coun-
tries. Cruel as were the persecutions
under Omiar andi bis imminediate suc-
cessors tliey becanie intoierable under
the rule of the Seljukian Turks. Thiree
Roman pontiffs, Sylv'ester 11, Greg-ory
VI I and Victor Ili tried ini vair, to end
these persecutions. 1It wvas reserved to
Urban Il to start in rnotion the Cru-
sades.

To atternpt to enuinerate the miany
salutary and lastinig resuits that have
followedl fronithese religious wvais were
as unnecessarv as Iltq gilcl refined g-old
or paint the lily." Whýerc is the Chris-
tian, wvhether Catholic or Protestant,
wvho does not admire the noble chairac-
ter of Peter the Hernit, w'bose cali,
likze a voice fromi the wiiderness,
awakened ail Europe to thcactual con-

dition of affairs in Paiestine andi madle
the wvar-like barons forget their pri-
vrate fêtuds andi bandi themseives under
the Standard of the Cross with the cry

Peter fireci mith indig-nation at the
treatment lie had seeni his brethren re-
ceive inî the Hoiy Land, solicited, aiRd
readily obtaineci permission, to preacl)
the cause of his feliow, Ciri stians.

Later on, Urban assembleci ail the
nobles andl warriors 'Of France ini the
Council of Clermont, anci appealeci to
th'eni ,vith s0 nIuch eloquence, that
thousancis ininmediately pieclged them-
selves to rescuc Jernsalcmi from- the
Turks. Eachi warrior as a shi of bis
vour piaced a red cross on bis .-ight
shoulder, andl frorn this they came to
be known as Crusaciers.

Had these wvars beexi successful not
a single voice wouild have been raiseci
against thenm, but because they failed
iii part, there arc niany wlho cannot be
too abusive Mihenî deahing wvith any
c:veiît connected wvith the Crusades.
But is anyone justified in caiiing the
ivars wvhich saved Europe fromn barbar-
ism failures? What is it more tlian any-
thing cisc that is miost striking during
this cpochi of historyP The careful
student wvîll most likel), notice the ai-
most universai prevaience of fcudaiism.

This remiarkable systeni of govern-
ment did mucbi towvards anieiiorating,
the condition of the serfs ini its earlv
existence, but ini the twelfth century
feudalismi had exceeded ail bounds,
and wvas far freim being conducive to
the w'elfare of Europe. Being absolute
masters of the land the feudal lords
ivere absolute miasters of the poor peo-
ple.

The Chui-cb had ever ibeen the op-
ponent of these ianded barons thoughi
at timies shie apparcntly fiavored tieni.
This seemingr approval xvas owing to
the fact, that it was impossible to over-
throiv' them, and thcChurch, as a kzinci
and thou ghtful rnother, ever wvatchfu I
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