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GIRDED LIVES.*-

My greatcst difliculty in view of appearing before you on thiis
occasion wvas thie choice of a -subjeet that, would bu it once suita-
bic and suggrestive. Whether 1 have been happy or otherwise
ini iny selection I leave you to prove. I swept the -mide expanse
for soine time, as X1oa-h's dove must have donc, tinding no rooni
for bue sole of my fect. For wvceks I couild discover nothing
that nvsxot soddencd. As thie day drew painfully near, I des-
eried upon the bosomn of the troubled waters a floabin)g branch
upon which some, fruiit remamned, wvhichi, althoughi nct as fresh
aind luscions as. 1 could wvish, wus the besi. that I could iind.

I incan to spcak to you on ««Girded Lives." The ilnagery
isniotiunfainiliar. iL was the custom in Easbctrn lanids to gabier
tup loose robes and fix theni lirinly around the loins whcen any
duties requiring agility of inoveinent or phiysical exertion wcre
in demand. The Apostie Peter in addressing the eleet, of the
dispersion urgces thien «"to gird up the loins of their mind." The
inid is like a raw recruit until it, is broughit iinder rigi d discip-
line, Ib is like a colt unbroken. or an ox unaccustoned to t.he
yoke. The first nietessity Nvith at view to, efficient, mental action
is thie girding up of the intelleebual, powers. Thie raresb natural

*Addrcss dulivercd at ~iNte\atier H~all, on Fonndcr's ])ay, Dec. 22iffl, IS98.


