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THE BATL OF CHICAGO.
As anounced (p.50) “the congregation,”
a body governing Chicago university, met
on 3d Jan, about introducing intoall the
university publications (sevral jurnals,
calendars, etc.) these twelv spelings:

altho demagog prolog thorofare
catalog pedagog tho thru
decalog program thoro thruout.

It took all afternoon to thrash it out thor-
oly. Prof.T. C. Chamberlain led, suport-
ed by Prof’s Judson, Blackburn, Tolman,
Terry. The oposition leader, Prof. Paul
Shorey, was absent, but Prof’s Hale, Ab-
bot, Capps and R.F. Harper suplied, Hale
insisting that efectiv reform requires al-
fabetic enlargement, others tho't such im-
practicabl (forgeting that j, u, w, ar fresh
aditions). Presnt speling was shown to
be “irregular, inconsistent, irrational” hav-
ing “a sinister moral and intelectual efect
on erly education.” The vote was 20 for to
16 against the resolution that

“Adoption by the board of the University Pres
for use in oficial publications of this university
of the list of words with changed spelings adopt-
ed by the National Educ'nal Aso'n be aproved.”

The 16 wer of two clases: one oposes all
change; the other favors radical sientific
reform—objecting to having the (g)nat of
Revized Speling oferd whileredy to swallo
the camel of New Speling. The latter clas
is perhaps larger and seems likely to hav
more influence when the question is setld.
Prof. R. F. Harper (Semitic lang’s) said:

“It wud be more sensibl to hav a system more
fonetic for speling all words. Ispoke and voted
against the motion not becaus I do not favor re-
form but becaus I disliked the way changes wer
introduced. They go ahed unsientificaly without
plan {?]. They cater to sentiment by changing
a few words at first, then gradualy introducing
more—disastros at last. Make sientifie revision,
laying all sentimment aside t acomplish reform.”

Muny radicals suport this. Some favor
awaiting more genral demand for changed
speling, others wish to perfect a system
for use now in university publications—
a course puting Chicago university in the
van, difrent from the one pursued by that
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of Padua in like case (see p. 50).

The literary faculty, strange to say, ar
inactiv, indifrent. The strugl is between
sience and clasics, the old fight between
which crops in here and afects the prob-
lem. A professer said:

“Clasicists fear New Speling wil take away a
strong argument for study ot Latin and Greek,
removing all [?] resemblance between English
and Latin words. Sientists, acustomd to save
time and mental labor at evry posibl turn, see a
chance to shorten the road to noledge by cuting
off square corners in speling. Clasicists cling to
old forras becaus they love them.” )

Prof. R. F.Moulton, Shakspearian scolar
and literary critic, thus exprest the indif-
rence of the professers in his department:

“New Speling wud afect literature very litl.
Words wud sound the same, and sound is of most
importance in literature. Removing foren end-
ings wud not mater much one way or other. We
hav dropt some now. Many literary men of rep-
utation who hav studid the question more than I
tel me the change wud Dbenefit our literature.”

During January, it was tho’t other uni-
versities wud folo suit, when (on3d Feb.)

“A change came o’er the spirit of my dream.”
The university senat vetoed the congrega-
tion’s action. Z'he Times-Herald said

“By a close vote . . . . the senat’s decision . .
is final for a time. . . . Chief arguments against
change wer that the reform was of doutful bene-
fit becaus afecting so few words, not radical enuf.
Sevral educaters objected to making the univer-
sity a pioneer [sheding a halo of glory—they pre-
ferd to imitate Padua). Pres't W. R. Harper, re-
sponsibl for bringing the question up at first, was
not calld on to vote. He is said to favor change
but did not care to turn advocat.”

Manifestly, the risingtide of shorter and
beter speling sets in two directions:
(1) Old Speling revized, (2) Sientific (or
New) Speling. Thesenat’s act is granny
sweeping bak the tide with her broom!
It is unlike Chicago to be swept bak. A
thwart but spurs and nervs to action.

NEWS-NOTES AND COMENTS.

—Our thanks ardue kind frends (Kim-
ball, Coleman, Marriot) who kept us posted dur-
ing the batl of Chicago by acting as war cores-
pondents, sending prom(p)t dispatches.

—The Toronto World, a bright, newsy,
crisp, morning daily newspaper in its twenty-
first year, has long been a favorit as a succinct
news-epitome and (with us) becaus of uzing such
comendabl wordforms as honor. program, plow,
ax, wagon, etiquet, mold. On 16th Jan., it began
use of the N. i, A’s twelv words and keeps it up
thruout (that is, advertizements and all). The
riter met its editer, W. F. McLean, M. P..'in the



