
THE RIVERINA, AUSTRALIA. 3 U.m 1s

is brolzcn by pines, oni îvose bougblps the
brighit grass parrat w'ith long tail, and the
sni.-ller black and gold species, are settling.

Tlhen for miles and miles tixere is no
*chiange froni the never-ending plain, cxcept-
*iiig occas ianally a sheet of Nvater called a

Llko, or a peep of the river.
Mýost of thcse lakes are naw dried. lp.

One, ini whiclh there used to be fran cigliteen
to twenty ficet of water, wecean walk across.
This has riot happened for fifty years, but
there arc tidings of a great body of wvater
coining down the 3Murray wvhich will cause
ail. thec tributaries ta rire. Floods are
earnestly hoped for, hefare the burning, heat
of surnmer, to caver the lands so long, dry,
and te fertilise the river tumber.

Sa mucli for the bush. Nov for the
township, a littie place of sanie 700 souls,
busy beenuse of the traffie caused by coaches
and steamiers. The bouses are lowv one-
storied buildings of ivoad or brick, with
corrugated iran roofs painted white; this
diminishies the heat by ton degrees. \Ve
have a church, a Roman Catholie chapel, a
State sehool, stores, a court-bouse, an lias-
pital, a cemetery, a post and telegraph office,
zind a bridge, hotels, and a bank.

The taxvn cansists of anc central strect,
* lihtedby a few ail lamps. There'is nt)
%rater laid on; people drinkz the rain-water
preservcdl in underground tanks; and tlxough
the river runs by tîxeir daars, they do flot go
ta the expense of briniging it ta their houses
and gardons.
* Sa the summer sun turns everythiing
brown, and the parclied earth is as brass.
'lien the hat wvinds blow, sandstorms sweep

up volumes af light, penetrating dus', and
send it in showers thraughi the roof af the
church, and inta every naok and crevice )if
the bauses, tili it can bc takzen off the beds
and furniture by spoonfuls.

Sa mucli for the river, and atinospliere,
and township.

ïKow for the people and the lile, 'vithout
which no description is worth anything.
They are a simple, quiet people, docile, wvell
disposed, ivith no excitement or hurry about
theni, and the childrea. arc happy and

healthy. There is little gossip-na news

cornes frorn. beyond their owvn township,
exceptingY the ré~sumé af Sydney or Mt
boune paliers.

They arc a friendiy, bospitable people.
IlAh! yoil are recently froxa, home; 1 kne'v

it by your voico,' says a borai Auistralian.
Yes, froin E nghand,' says the English-

mari, hardly realising tho brotherhoad im-
plieci by this mention af the coxninon haone
ai their atuce,,tors. ' Woiild you lilce ta go
ta England? '

'Yes, I've becard a lot about it, but I
eotuhdn't live thore. I shauld pine for the
sui, and the air, and the clear skzies.'

Yestcrday thore raole throngh Utic anc
streot af the tawn. a part-y af mien an small
haorses, wvith bore and there, a pack-harse.
On cach horse was fastened a blanket and a
billy (or tini can for bailing tea>, the whole
baggagec-or 'swag, ' as the phrase goes
bore-af this campany. Thiey,%vere shearers,
jnst disirsed at the end of sbicaring season
froni Glen Gin.

iey tethered their harses to thc lamp-
part before the bank, and ivent; in ta de-
pasit the savings af their recent harvest.
A -vanderful harvest indeed, for imulliuns af
shecep are yearly shorn in Septembor aud
Octohier throughaut the Riverina plains,
and a mian is pa-id 18s. for 80, and can
shiear froni 100 ta 1.'30 and even 1S0 in a
day! They wvere quiet, steady mon from
Victoria, Newv Zcal.,tnd, and South Austrahia.

They crosseci the bridge and parted,
shak-ing lmands ithL aid comrades, perhiaps
nover ta meet again, or perbaps ta meet
again at tc sanie wvool-shied next senson, for
gaad masters are remembered and good
hiands ire valucd, and the mon like ta re-
turn ta o!d hairets ycar bv year. There is
aften2 aI gbthlcrillg af sane SiSty ta cigh-Ity at
these shcds. T1'Ie ivool-shled is a long law
bttilkiing îvith an iran roof. A phatform.
mus --long ecd side, %,vith little doors and
pens outside, into Nvhielh shorn sheep arc
putsliei; in Uie centre are pens, into wbichi
sheer ta bo shorn are brotughit.

The shears bangr on the walls, and the tar
cans for dabbing the sheep 'vhen eut; this
too often hiappons, owving ta the speed at
wihich Utic clippin- goes on, and the fact
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