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ovents, for opening up such now coustries as tho
North-\Western and  North-Eastern ¢ ountics about
Toronto the narrow gauge would hava capacity
onough. As & proof of thts wa may polut to the
Northern Raslway from Toronto to Collingwood over
100 miles in tongth. This line, which ison tho 5 ft, G
in. principte, docs not carry a hundred thousand tons
of freight a year, and tho eapacity of tho narrow hno
would, at all events, bo double that. The same may
be sard of all tha rallways in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia. Thoso lings are d 6 wide. and Mr.
Boyd, Government Eungineer, speaking of them eays
poiutedly atter quoting the statisties of what wark
thoy do,—' A linoot 3 ft 6 in. would 8o far havo ac.
commodated all thelr traflic, quite as well as the pre-
sont 6 1. 6 in. Hines.”

The natural deduction from theso fatal admissions
is tLat it would have been wirer to have commenced
with a chicap narrow gauge, than with an expensive
broad one If this plan had been tallossed milllons
of dollars would have been saved, thoe pudlic burdens
would have been lighter, and the public would have
been as well served. In but too many fnstances the
Provinces commenced houscke-ping with too expen-
sive establishroenta; and the soover weo reduce ex-
pepsos and got {nto the way of constructing our pub-
lic works in a chean and eMolent manner—in amanoer
suftable to our own wants, necessi‘fes and meavs—
the better it will be forus  In the construction of the
Intorcolonlat road, wn hopo that the mistakes of the
past will not Lo repeated. It they are, it would bo
better for the Dominion to have a good International
macadamized road, instead of a bud raflroad

Thore isone mora point noticeablo in connection
with the proposed rallways from Toronto to Grey and
Bruce, avd from Toronto to Nipissing, namely It ia
intended to bujld them on the *mall contract principle
Tbat is—lnstead of giving one contract to ove person
or tirm, for the construction of the entire road, the
ine will be divided into small scctions, and a separate
contract will be given out for each section to a reparate
individual, By this means the people along the route
will constract thoe Jines, and the money will be spent
among them Economy also will be secured by this
plao, and no doubdt the work will be as well dune at all
events, as if it had been entrusted to one contracter,
who of course would eell out to a secund, who would
sub-let it to a third who in his turn would adopt the
very plan of small contracts, which it is propozed to
adopt in the first instance

On former occasions we advocated tho adoption of
this plan in connection with the construction ¢ f the
Intercolonial Railroad Ve have also adve  »d tho
introduction of the cheap and narrow gaugo principlo
into the Dominion  Sicce then tho subject has bLeen
much discussed in public, and one of tho results that
have boen obtained is a clear kuowledge of tho
melancboly fact, that in the Province of Ontario, and
no doubt in thoe 'rovince of Quobec, and certamnly in
the Provinces ot New Brunvwick and Nova Scotia,
costly railways on the broad 5ft, 6in gauge havo been
constructed, and have been in use for years, and they
have not done per aunum the work that ceuld have
been dono on cheap narrow gauge lines. In other
words, the capacity of narrow gauge railways is fully
cqual to ail the freight and passengers that have been
carried over the broad gauge. Ve bave thus been
bortheming trade and cotnmerce, increasing our taxes,
hamperiog our resuurces, retard.ng our indasties
and piling up wilivwus of debt 1 the covstruction ot
works which are ovidentty too costly to pay. We
purchased and are fecding an olephaut to do the
work of a dunhey Is it ot ume that we learnod
v.isdom?

NOVA SCOTIA.

VHE Provinco of Nova Scutia 1s the only one which
’l does not cordially accept the Union, and certain-
ly its represen atives, both in the Paraament of the
Dominion and in the Local lagivature, are making
oonsiderablo ouicrv aganst it Qae of them in Par
liament describes the positinn of Nova Scotia to be like
that of & youny Iady buiruthea against ber wal, kick-
ing. equirming and s, uealing  agaiost the consumma-
tion of the eugagement Iz 18 uaduubtediy the
present attitude of the Eruvitice and we cannout divest
curselves of tho belsef that this stato of things has
arison, not so much from any i1 jury the Luiun ia
likely. to loflict ub Mot Sewmia but from the manaer
ia which the preject hias been carried  Had the same
coarsd beon pursued thero as ir Now Brunswick, wo

delleve tho samo result would have followed. 3r,
Titley promptly laid tho schemo beforo the people. At
first, both ho and tho schemi wore deteated, tho peo-
ple not having nad suflicient thne to consider it fully;
but at tho following cleetion, Mr. Tilley carried the
country, and 83 also at the recent clections, In Nova
Scutia, where public opinion was much divided op the
question, tho Governmentstoadily reststed placingthe
acliemo betore the people. 1his unwlte policy not

nly aroused the indignation of the prople but made
them behiovo that some injustice must be ahout to bo
tnflicted upon them when the Uoion party was atratd
to como forward ant discuss tho question on its merits
Lhis ta the misiahe which has been commiited fn Nova
Scotin  Itwas skillfully made use ot by the politicians
upposed to the Governinent, who carried all tho recent
eloctions with onc exception, ’nd thus brought about
the prescnt awkward situation o1 affurs,

The question ariscs—what will be the result of this
antagonism? We have great faith that if wise
couusels prevail, Nova Scotia will become recon-
ciled. Thata protestwill be carried by Mr, Howeand
his triends to the Imperial Government during tho en-
suing summer, {s not o mati~r ot doubt, ‘This protest
will probably receive the riguatures of all tho mem-
bers both of the Federal aud Local Legislatures, with
two or threo exceptions in ouchi; but what will the
Imperial Government reply? It takes no great fore-
sight to understaud that. 1t witl doubiless be to this
etlect:—** Lentlemen,— [his measuro of Contederation
* has been carrled in a strictly constitutional manner,
« recetving the approval of tho Nova Scotia Legisla.
** turo, aud winist giving duo attention to tho petitions
¢ of g0 many of Mer Majesty's loyal subjects in Nova
** Scotia as you represcnt, wo caunot repeal an Act
* which we conccive so necessary both for Imperial
+ and Colonial interests, untll, at least, & faur trial has
« demo 'strated that some injustice or injury has been
¢« dono to your Province.”” What then? Why, Mr,
Hoswe and his colieagues will have toaffurd tho Unton
tho trial so reasonably claimed for it, and that beiug
the case, wo have very few foars as to what the ultl-
mate reeult will be

o far as the Briiish North America Act is concern-
ed, Nova Scolia certainly fures quito as wellas, 11 aut
bt er thag, the uther Pruvinces.  As hos been stated
10 Parhiament, a better cure cvuld be made out mn
tavour of Uutario being treated unfairly than Nova
scutia. However impurtadt the uantime Pruvicces
may be, and wo are nut inciined to underrato thear ftn-
purtance, they aro comparstively poor as cowmpared
with Uutario, and certamnly 1n a Unjon the poorer
Provinces aro likely to gain moro than the rich. In
the future before us, we fncline to the belief that Nova
Scotia will becomo one of tho most prosperous parts
ot the Dominion, It wiil be the seaboard srontage ot
tho new nauonaiity we are establishing  This tact, of
it=clf, must add greatly to its importance and pros-
pority It must result ina large increaso of trase with
the West, aud we see no good rcazon why it should
decrease its foreign traflic The statistics of 183667,
which have just beon publizshed, show how rapidly the
trade between Ontario aud Queobec and the seaboard
Proviuces {s increasing. By cousulting the returns
fur the last two years, wo tind that British North
Alncrica sold to L anada 1a Lo~ 60, the valuo of $857
YU2, 1o "60-'67, 81,108,373 —shewing an iucrease of trad¢
uf §250 34], or over 25 per cent. Weegold to them in
‘85 o, $1,071.116 and in ‘t6~'6i £3 519 197—increase
31 978,081, or conswderably over 100 per cent. 1lese
figures aflord good grounds for hope that our trade
will yet swell to large dimensions, and cement the
Union by interest aod {celing 88 it is pow is in name

If Nova dcotia wero now to go out of the Union, we
do not believo 1t would be long until sbe wanted to be
inagain. She could hardly expect Halifax to be made
thoe castern tertoinus of the Intercolonial Railway if
sho now cut berself adrift.  krom ail these considera.

THE POSTAL BILL.

HE Postal Bill, 1ald befors tho Senato last Wednre.
day, 1s very voluminous. It repeals all laws at
prosent In force In t anada, Nova Scotia and Now
Bruuswick, but providonally continues tho existing
post office arrangements and commissins.  Existing
bonds, contracts, &0, are to continue in force, as
well as all departmental regulstions, unless abrogsted
by this Act

Section 7 and eubsequent sections deflno tho duties
and powers of the Postuaster-General, provide for
tho app intwment of Yout Office Tnspectors, s Deputy
Postmastor General, and other oflic-rs, and prescribo
their salaries shall be fixcd by the Postma ter-General,
sulj ct to tho yrovisions of any Act relatiog to tho
civil service  Power {s glven 1o tho Postmuster-Genes
ral to negotiato and arrango for the convuyaucoe of
mails Letween Canada and tho West Indles, or be-
twoon Canada and Nowfoundland, provided such en-
gage ents shall not have cffuct for moro than a yoar,
unless sanctioned by ’arliament at its noxt session.

Scotlon 14 fixes postage on lotters for an, district
within the Dominton at a uniform rato of 30 per haif
ounce, to be in all cases pre-paid by stamps aflixed to
such lotters,

Letters postod at any ofllce, wholly unpaid, shull be
sont to tho Dead Letter Otlice, but f any lotter iy only
pariially paid it may be forwarded to its dostination,
clharged with double the amuunt of postage omitted
to be paid, and such postage shall bo recoverable from
the sender; if not paid by the party to whom scnt.

On local or drop letters the rate shall be one cent
per half ouncé, and fv 1l cases pre-paid.

Sectlon 32 and following sections provide that tho
rate of postago upon newspapers published in Cana.
dag, issucd not lexs frequently than onco n week from a
known office of publication, and sont to subscribers in
Canada or ¢lsowlicre by mail,shall, from and after Ist
January, 1869, bo ono cent for threo numbers, or In
that proportion for any greater number, to be in all
cases pre-paid at tho time of posting same, by stamp
or otherwlse, as tho PPostmaster-General shall direct.

It i3 also provided that exchange papers may be
sont free; aud provided al+othat until 1st Javuary,
1569, !} newspapers shall be hiadble toa rato of one
cent for every two numbers, to bo pald either at the
Post.Ollico whers such nowspapers shali bo posted, or
at the offico where delivered  All other newspapers
gent by mail 1n Canada 1c cach.

The rato of postage upon poriodicals, publications
issued not less frequently than once every threo
montls, shall bo one cent per four ounces in all cases
pre-pald. Books, pamphlots, circulars, packages, pat-
terng, tamples £, ONE cent per ounce, provided they
contain no letters,

Rates for mai! matter between Cnnada and the
United haingdom and tho Unfted States or other
foreign couutry, to Do subject to reguiations of the
Postmaster-Gencral.

sectivn 32 gives excluaive power to tho Postmaster-
Goneral to convey letters, &c., withio the Dominion,
with certain exceptions.

Among otlier provisions ot the Bill, the most im-
purtaut are the following. -

Rates for detivery ot ietters by carriers in cities. 2¢
newspapera 1c It is provided that the Postmaster
wenoral may, at any time, establish a system for frce
delnory iu cities.

The franking privilego is continued as at present,
Tho Postmaster-Generat s not liable for lctters or
proporty lost.

Uunited States mai!s may be allowed to pass through
Canada upon obtaining tho liko privilege for tho
transportation of Lanada mails through the 'inited
States,

No Postmaster in any city or town, and no officer ot
the Post-oflica Departaient shall vote at any clection

tioug, wo feal assured that Nova scotig whll not secede,
but as soon as public opinion becomes reconciled to
thio chango, aud the excuement of tho fato clection
dics away, 3r. Howe and friends will- take more rea-
souable grounds thaun they vccupy at preseut  If thoy
du aud Nuvadeotiacomes loyally to accopt the Lnton,
we predict for it a great future \When we coosider
ity pusitiun 83 tho fruntage vt Cunfederacy, when weo
iemuibber ats valuable ehipping -and tsherics, ana
whoa wo take into a¢ :ount its iron and coal, 8o peces-
sary to mauuiactaring indastry, we have little duubt
that it wili becumo the how Logiand of Cauads, and
one of tho most influchtial and prosperous parts of
sho Dominion,

for bers of Parliamont,

Aeil contracts over $20 to b awarded only, after
advertistog for tenders, to tlo Jowest bidder.

Tho mails to bo carricd on tho raiways on such
terms and couditions as tho Goveraor in Council
may make.

Tho Postmaster-Genceral may, with tho consent of
the Treasury Board, cstablish a system of Post-oflice
savings Banks in connection with a central Savings
Bank, established as a branch of tho Post-offico Do
partment at the seas of Goverament,

Tbo Postmasters at sach piaces as aro authorzed,
aro to receive deposits for remittance to the central
office, and ropay the samo; stch deposits to bucntered
1n tho deposit book, and an aoknowledgment of it o



