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Mr. Leydeni I %hould say tlîat ail propcrîy, on UIl
prm..*. eginning at thec property line, slîould belong

to the custonier, wiîth the posible exception of the meter,
foçr ii reason, thiat a~l] lixtures on a property are sub-
jeci to %ei,.ure for dehîs : anything that is attachced to the
propertî isbjecî to sei.,ure. Ofcourse, as totthe meter,
youprut it on the property and you put iton atyour
oWn risk, but even that met er is subject to seizure for
debis, as I ungderstatnd it.

Mhe Presidet t In that connection 1 should dio as
wvas nîentioned in an argument 1 had %vitl a certain
gentleman soii years ;îgo, have the charter cbanged,
or perliaps better, have the lawv changed whereby tlie
L-andiord would not have the right of seizure of the pro-
pcrty of tlic company after they had beeti notified that
the company had propcrty on that building. 1 may
say the ch.irter of Uie Royal Electric Company wvas
amteuîded in duit respect, and ail w~e have to do now is
to notify the owner that wc have that property there sub-
jeci to that law.

Mr. I.cyden: WVkat do you do in the case of a mort-
gage on11 the property?

îhe President: Send a notice to the mortgagor.
Mr. Cossler: 1 don't agree with the suggestion of

MnIr Wright or MNr. Leyden, because in nîtny cases you
instail priniary installation, and you would hardly charge
for primary %viring and transformer; 1 should suggest
ail -secoiîdary wviring attachcd to or on the premises.

.Mr. I.uyden: If you put il on there, you put it on at
y-our wrik

The Iresident; The suggestion made by Mr. Gossler
is one worth tlîinking about. As our business grows
older and more e>.tensive, undoubtedly it will happen that
very frequently transforniers will be placet! in the build-
ings, and it w~ould bc a doubtful question as to wvhcthcr
you wouild %%;lt to sel] your customer the transformer,
whethcr yots nighit not wish to retain the transformer in
vour own band%, and if so you wvould stili have another
piece of property on the premises. The danger appre-
licnded Liv Nlr. Wright that you are going to caisse
daniage b>% % our properiy or accident to life I arnafraid
you %,otald hardly be able to avoid that. If thcre are an),
conditions ar:sîng wvbicli wouild cause danger due to
your f.îuh,. %wheller it bc in wiring belonging to you or
sonicbodIv eIsc, vou would undoubtedly be responisible
for it. ilr. l)ivi, %vlnt wvotld be your'viewvs?

MNr. [)joli The conmpanv should own, 1 tIhink, ail the
primiar: installation. 1 do not sec lio% you can avoid
thai. There i% no question thai in sonie cases it ray-
involve )oui in a -suit for damages, especially if Uie
nccesitv aro.se for placing transformners inside bbc
prenlimes , aN il isý, 1 do not know wihether that is 9-eing
donc in tiis couttntrN ou flot, but 1 know transfoi %ers
aire beiîig placd iii busildings in rnany places, and still
1 do not sec Iow % ou can avoid owning and paying for
alil tic primar3 installation. I should sa>' that tic corn-
patn%<s reponibility should ceaise m theb secondary tcr-
minais of the rranNftirnier.

The President: StilI reîaining the owncrship of the
meter '

Mr. lDion. Vmes. 1 wvould like 10 sdI tlie nicter, but
the conditions tif mectet practice are such, with the

of chng meters and that sort tif thing,
tha vo; cmict vrv elldo t.But, as a matter of

principie, we shetld %cil the metier. \Ve shouild ownà
nicthing fronm the Necondary terminais of fthc transtor-
nier inside.

Mr. 1olc I night say to the memibers of this
A.s~,ci tnht 1 have been in ail the principal cities

in the I*nibcd tae.and that the ruies over thcrc ha.-ve
beeni. readesof whcere the transformier is placcd,
itlie trmnsfornîer ks gencralîv. placed in tbc scuttle- hle
in the fore part tif the basement. or eise above the Iran-
%oni, ztlo% e the stcre% or dwellings. or on the %ide tif the
dîvellings..) that it a awv been bcîd as ilie property of
the ligi:ing comran> * the fu;rnishiingz of the wires and run-
ning iliemi into hIe building io the point tif the nieler.
The%, als,.lha% e a cl.iiise in their contract xvith tlîe corn-
prînics ilîcre tb.hal & materiai used bcioniging ici the corn-
p.în%. riaced xvith screws, i% always the property of the
CtImr.sn% ttirnisiini: the rt-%ver; there is aNat a clause in

their laws wbichi says, that in case anything is placed
wvith scrcevs in thle building, tliab is, not naiied, regard.
lcss of whatevcr may happen, and of how the trouble
occurs, it cannot become thic property of anybody but
the person who put it there.

The President : liow about the question Mir. WVright
raised of thc responsibility to tbc operative cornpany for
damage wvhich miay be donc on the premises o thc pro-
perty of the company? Air. Wright is speaking from
personal experience on bliat point, I believe, and un-
doubtcdly bas good reason for what hie s:îys.

J. J Wright: It is flot only the damage, but tile
aliegcd cdamage. It just occurs to me, I have had an
claborate coz'tract drawn up; it is not one that
wvould scare a customer at aIl, but it bas been vcry care-
fully drawn, and as a consequence of the study of sevcral
clever legai minds to cover this point of damage; and
any niember of the Ass;ociation whlo bas a niind to drop
me a post card after 1 gtr back, I shaîl be most happy
to send them a copy of it; it covers the point miost
clcariy and as completeiy as it cain t donc legally. If
1 liad thought 1 would have brought a few copies over.
(Applause.)

The President: The next questions 1 have are: "Shotild
rent be chargcd for meters? If so, wvhat would be a
reasonable ra-te?" «I Should rent rates for power and
light meters be the same?" - Should a higfîer rate be
charged for larger than for smalî meters? "

J. J. Wright: We charge meter rent on aIl] watt
meters. The only kind of meter we use .,.bhch wve don't
charge rcnt for (because it is oniy used for our owvn per-
sonal guidance), is the Edison clcctrolytic meter ; but
ail watt meters and miechanical meters are cbarged rent
for, the smallcr meters at the rate Of 25 cents per month,
and the larger wvatt meter, direct current, nt the rate of
So cents per month. We find it necessary to do so on
account of the large amnunt of repairs these mebers take
and the hiqh original first cost. The consumers com-
plain in some cases and say that the gas company does
isot charge for nîcters. Tbey are thinking now of
chargiîîg for them, howvever.

The President: The fact that vou charge for it indi-
cates that you think it should be ciîarged for.

J. J. Wright: Yes.
The President: Do you make any distinction betwecn

powecr and light meters?
J. J. Wright: No, about the same price. Tiierc is

also the govcrniment fee to be taken mbt accouint in
charging for these nieters-- the goverfiment inspection
fce of $2, whicbi also bas to be paid out of this revenue.

iNr. Anderson: Do you charge meter rent on aIl
accounîts?

J. J. WVright: On aIl accouints wvhere meters are used.
There is noa absolute bard and fast rule ; there are excep-
tional cases, but thc rule is ta charge on ail accounts.

Mr. Anderson. ln our case in Windsor, if theaccount
docs flot run to, $S, 1 charge 2: cents; as soion as ever
it reaches that point I drop the rate; when a meter
carns that amouint of money 1 can afford ta throwv that
meter remit off. A mieter rent is a very obnoxious
charge, as you ail know. The customer of course
brings up the dlaimt that the gas company niakes noa
charge for meters. W'e have to meet that witb the
argument that the cectric meter costs about tbree imes
wh at the gais meter does, and is ssibjcct to a great :nany
more enemies. But there are a great many cases wvherc
it is vcry bard ta. charge a meter rent, and tlicre you
have accounits running S5, $îo, SIS, $,2o and $.-0. a
meter remit is not worth arguing with bhc customer for.
If you get a meter rent on accounts runnimig under $5
von arc getting aIl that you practicaily require. The
meter rent cornes out of the people, 1 dlaim, the resi-
dentiai consumners. If you reach those customlers by a
meber remit, you are practically rcaching, i dlaim, ail
that is required. Commercial iighting wvill gcncrally
run over S;, sci that for commercial Iighting we hardly
ev'er gel an>' meter remt;S a ycar is perhaps a prctty
fair investment ta colcct on an Si$ or $20 invcstmcnt.

The President:. Do 1 understand that S,ý, wvibhout
rentai for the meter, is rcgardlcss% of the number of
lights a customer bas? If he had ioo lights and
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