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soventy miles south of Jeddo, ‘The town contains
a population estimated at 10,000, in the suburbs
of which rosoc the tall flagstaff of the United States

Consul-General, Towasend Harris, Biq. A little

back of that llag-statl, which led never before

been pianted in the goil of Japan, was the house

vecupied by Mr. liareis over a heathen temple,

which had just been expurgated of its ugly ulols

for Mr. Harris's nccommadation; but stll, azif

loth to yicld their ¢ld dowmicil, they weve planted .
against the walls around the house, grinning hor-.
ribly upon those who had so sacrilegiousty ousted

them, and wow sat in their places.  The treaty

which Mrv. Harng had negotinted 2o silently and

unostentatiously, and which was concluded so

successfully on board our ship, the two Imperinl.
Commissioners being pregent to sign it in the

presence of our Commodore, provided for the .
toleration of tho Christian rehigion i Japan, .
Gratetul as man ought to be, and cspecially a
Christian man, such as Mr, Harris i, hic wished
to have the gratifieation of secing Christian wor-
ship celebrated in his own house and under the
American flag, in the firs¢ wstance sitice the flames
were quenched, about two centuries and a-balf
8go, in which tons of thousands of native Christian
martyrs had ascended, as wo hope, to Heaven.
We had been in the city of Nagasaki, containing
& population of at least 100,000 inhabitants. Once
it contained churches and hospitals, a college and
seminaries, one of which was for the education of
the sons of the nobles for the ministry, so largely
had Christianity triumpled in Japan. At one
time thero were 40,000 native Christians in this !
one city. I had even succeeded in discovering ||
tho holy placo of execution, called the Mount of
the Martyrs, by the bistorians of the persecution.
The old prison, also, in which the Inst Christians |,
were confincd, and torturcd, and died as late as |
about the year 1700, still remains, and I was so!
unhappy as to discover it, and cxamina it, and
muso over it, still gloomy in the uses to which it
is devoted, but more so from its horrible
memories. Not far distant from Nagasaki was |
the town of Simabara, on the same gulf, fortified
once by a strong castle, in which the native Chris-
tinns collected from the surrounding country, to
the number of 37,000, driven to desperation by I
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reverently, and with apparent fnterc 't Was this ;'
a fantasy—a dreame—or veality ? and it a reality, |/
who brought it into existence ? ; INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE.

When the services were concluded, and the Wy pubbsh below a very interesting covres-
congregation silently and thoughtfully withdrawn  pondence between American Mis<ionaries in China
to the ships, Mr Havris Kindly imited me to oy the one part, and the U. 8 Commissioner to
remain awhile, and took me into his oflice, study, " China, Hon W B Reed, on the other.  The
and hbrary, all in one, aud bringg ont n for- pivaonaries ackuowledgge with gratitado and high
mudable looking document, read a pavt of it to caysideration, hix successtul efforts in behall' of
me, which proved to be the letter of instructions, our common Chiriztiauity, by procuring the inser-
given him by Mr. Marey, at the timo Seeretary  tion in the treaty, of a clauve which provides for
of State, in which ho lireeted My, Harrit to o a full toleration of the Christian veligion througli-
Jus best, Ly alt judictons meacures, and hind influenee, gut that vast cmpire.  That in making this
to ohtan the full toleration of Christtan religion an acknowledgment they were not influenced by
Japan, and protection for all Missionares, and untional prejudice, but by an impardal judgment
others, who should go there to promulyate at.  'This. upon hix acts, may be inferred from a letter of
wag n most interesting fact, and kept sceret to. the Migsionary Bishop of tho Bnglish Church in
the workd, but deserving to be published worlde, China to the Archbishop of Cunterbury, in which
wide, in justice to the memory of Mr. Marcy, amd, hesays: * It isvight that the friends of Christian
in justice to the administration of which he was . missions, on both sides of the Atlautic, should
a member, and which sustained his course, and, know liow much they are pre-cminently indebted
perhaps dictated it. "for the Christian clement in the wording of the

Turn we now to China. The great struggle is . treaties, to the hearty zeal, sympathy, and co-oper-
over, and we who lappen to be here, have seeny ation of his Excellency W. B. Reed, ably scconded
the grandest work in the history of this immense | by his Sccretary of Legation aml Interpreter, Dr,
Ewmpire, at present containing, according to the| Williams and Rev. W. A. P. Martin—names well
latest census, as veported by the Russian scientific ; known in connexion with the missionary work in
Professors of the College they are allowed to i Ching.”—New York Journal of Commeree.
maintain in Peckin, four kundred and forty-five (From * The Spirit of Missions," New York,
millions of people, or nearly one-half of the pop- |l yydlicked for the Board of Missionis.)

ulation of the globe. _For the first timo since the |l ., SR FROM THE SHANGHAI MISSION-
dim and distant origin of this Empire and race, thf\liﬁxis TO OUR Mlng'fEu N (flllNA.o

Christianity is admitted by treaty, and may be 3
: ithout obstructi d embraced by || 7o Ho E. Wy, B. Rexn, Menister  Plempolentiary
proclaimed without obstruction, an d by of she Dhtited Siates 1o Clire

the natives without incurring disgrace, detriment,
Sm,—We the undersigned, missionarics from

or punishment. What a ficld! What » miraclo
: vavious ports of the United States, embrace the

which opens it! Ihave reason for stating, that
here, asin Japan, the Sceretary of State instructed ij opportunity of your presence among us to present
1 to you our hearty congratulations upon thesuccess

Mr. Reed, our Mimster, to take the same course )
; which has attended your mission to China, and

which he had been advised in the case of Mr.

Harris; i. ., while consulting for the material [jin particular to express our grateful recognition
interests of his ¢ untry, not to forget the claims pof the measures you have adopted to securo for
and interests of Christianity, but cndeavor to#: missionaries greater freedom in their peculiar
secure, if possible, the toleration of the Christian

; work.
religion, and protection to all who might go there, (" In common with all the foreign residents in
or bo there, to inculato it.

CHINA.

¢ . . 3
1t redounds to the  Ching, we have awaited with no Little anxiety the

honor of Mr. Reed, and to the credit of our| result of those oceurrences which have at succes-
Governmnent, that tho attempt was sncccss(‘ul;i; sive periods during the last two years agitated

the persecution, and resolved to defend themselves |, and the first treaty with China, which opened it
as well as they were able, and sell their lives as i to the Gospel, and secured protection to mission-
dearly s possible.  They were overpowered, and {aries and native converts throughout the vast
not one escaped of the 37,000 Christians. Allycmpire, was the American treaty, negotiated and
these scenes were in our memories, and almost jconcluded by Mr. Reed, and then followed up by
before our eyes, although so many years had the ministers of England and France.  So much
clapsed since the last martyr ascended in the jhad Mr. Reed to do with securing toleration to
flames.  The atrocious deeds which were done | Christianity, and so judiciously and zealunsly did
about the time the Pilgrims planted their feet it hie work, that the Bishop of Victoria, the Rt. Rev.,
upon old Plymouth Rock, and Christanity died | Dr Suuth, did not refuse to give him tho highest
out here, at the very timne it was planted there. | praise, in a letter to tho Archbishop of Canter-
Stuce that ime America has become all itisin () bury, in which occurs this sentence:

cavihzation, wealth, power, glory amd religion. ¢« Ttis mght that the fricads of Christiau mis-
But in that long pertod not one effurt has beeny; siong on both sides of the Atlantic should hnuw

; buth Chinese aud foreigners,

Especinlly did we follow with carnest expecta-
tion and with fervent prayers the combined expe-
dition to the Pet-ho It was a gource of heart-felt*

 pleasure aud of gratitude to God that the Chinese
; were soon disposed to treat, and so little armed
j opposition wasoffered.  Anldwhen we first vaguely
learned the provisions of the treatics, it was with
the deepest emotions of thankfulness that we
found all our hopes so fully realized, and our
prayers so abundautly answered.

While our comnmon country will do justice to
the success that las crowned your patient
endeavours to promote hier general interests in this

made to re-introduce Christianty wto Japan, p how pre.enunently they are indebted for the Chris  land, a large body of her bLest citizens will be

with its thirty or forty nuihons of whabttants. j uan clement, in the wording of the treaties, to
No individual has ventured there; no society hasy the hearty zeal, sympathy, and co-operation of |
sent out its missionarics there.  Strangely ourfhis Excellency, W. B. Reed.” .
Amencans were assembled 1 anadul s temple to,  While the finger of Gulis geatefully acknow-
celebrate Christin worship for the first time smee  ledged in these gygantic moral maveinents, it s,
Chnistiamty was extirpated by fire and sword; ) but night thattheinstruments shouldbe houourably
and Protestant worslip ‘or the first tie since the j rem-mbiered, which the same Providence empluyed
advent!  The Uible was remd; prayers were);to hring about these resulte.  America bears lier
offered ; a sermon was preached; anud the sweety part of the glory in taking the initintive in move-
hymns of Zion were sung in tunes not less swect yments which are to regenerate this mighty
or sacred, fanuhiar to every one from cluldhoud, yeastern world.  Governor Marcy and General
but never so sweet and touchng as when sung s Cass, and the administrations of which they are
for the first time in Japan, and poured out in this || or were prominent members, are cntitled to the
old heathen temple. The sun shone out bril-{| highest respect, as well as Mr. Harris and Mr.
liauly ; all was hushed around and quiet; and thelf Reed, who so ably and successfully carried out
Japaaese, instead of rushiog upon us with knives || theirinstructions, and theirnames will be honoured
and swordes, looked on the strange scene calmly, iin the records of philanthropy and Christianity.

especially mindful of your claims in putting for-
wand that Christianity which, having proved the

‘| stable foundution of the prosperity of our native

land, it i3 the mission of that land to spread
thronghout the carth.

We desire also to express our admiration of the
steadiness with which you have fullowed the path
of jour convictions, iu spite of clamour and mis-
representation on the part of persons belonging
to other countries, and ¢ven amidst a degree of
murmur and coiplaint on the part of your own
countrymen, impatient of what seemed to them a
pusition unworthy of our national power and
reputation. You will not long fail to gather from
this very line of peaceful policy the credit which
is due to you, and to be vindicated in tho eyes of
all, as haviug adopted the wisest and best course,




