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Conferei- in the Deanery of
Thunder Bay.

This deanery extends over 300 mui-
along the line of the Canadman Pacmfir
Railway. I he Bsiop's v1ýît thîs >eam
had been looked forward to for soin,
tinie withl great intercst, ats it was là,-
lordship's Inte.ntion to s1.efnd a I.u gt
tie than ubual mni the dtaner>, in ortit
to beconie bettcr acquainted with i s %ais
cxtent, and tie Churcli people I lit
clergy and lait) w re imsed o inîct ai
Port Aithur, on Tlmursday, s-ei t. :.1th.

The dutie:s of tlîe da) «ýoiiîmnîenctd 4..
a celebration of the 1 loly Commînunion tiX
St. John's Cliurcil, at 7 io a.nî. the
Ilishop heing wasskied by the Rvvs. J. W
Thursby and T. J. Hay. At 9 3o a.m.
the Rz- v. T. J. JIlay read Mornisig
J'rayer.

Shartly aller i o o'clack, the Conférence
assembled in St. John's School House
There were prescrnt. The Lord Bishop
of Algoma, President , Revý. Rural Dean
Thursby, Port Arthur ; S. J. Harper,
Fort William; J. P. Smithemati, Schreib-
er, and T. I. Hay, Oliver ; and Messrs.
F. H. Kecier, WV. H. Lingworthy, and
John F-orde, of Port Arthur , MIr. Cao,
F*ort William ; R. Hall, of State River, in
the Mission of Oliver, and Mr. J)ennîson,
Schreiber. The weather was accounitable
for the somnewhat strait attendance.
Several who had îttended beîng presenit
were preventcd. Trhe season had been
sa wet, they wcre cornpellcd ta take
advantage of fine weather ta harvcst their
crops.

The opening prayers having been said,
the J3ishop welcorned those present and
trusted that the Conference would be ai
benefit flot only to the Parish of Port
Arthur and the members present, but to
the whole deanery.

Rev. T. J. Hay was appointed Secre.
tary ta the Conference.

The irst paper was read by the Rev.
Rural Dean Thursby, and its subject
was, "lThe Conditions, Prospects, and
Needs of the Cburch in the District of
Thunder Bay." This was an especiall5
interesting and able paper. Beginning
with a description of the geographical
situation af the deanery it went on ta
give a history of the work that had been
carried on in the district by the Church.
fronu the day of beginning ta the prescrnt
tinte. A short discussion on this paper
followed.

The next paper, "'Church Principles,
and How to Maintain Thenu," hyRev. E.J.
Harper-a most able paper throughout-
took up the re-st ai the morning session
ta read and discuss it. At 12.30 the
meeting adjourned.

'l'lwv (:nicencc re-assembled in the
r' admirg oouu nilime Brutherhood House,
Court s,,reet. and was gracld by the zktt
teîudance ai smeveral ladies.

Rtv. J. P. Smithemnan rcad a papier,
llaw ta R tain Ch;hMembers,"

%hých, tlîougti short, %vas flot without in-
tcrcst l'lie speaker urged the necessity
af ubtaininig the co-operation af the laity,
the speucial necd of Bible classes, the
sy>tnpatltitc co.operatinn of clergy and
lamty, the disir.bution af Church literature,
more clasticity in Churchi services, culti-
vating (Ctmtîrcli teachers, and a cultivation
af the sicial elcmient. We do flot keep
our young people in the Church, because
they sec mia reason for staying. Their
bImtisinal vows are forgotten, because
borne Chitirch teachers ignore the tact
that these vows should form the basis af ail
taught ta her children. Clergy should
pray better, preach better, vîsit better,
and wouid then excel in aIl good works.

Next came a paper iroin Rev. T. J.
Hay on " Liturgical Warship." This svas
a carefully prepared paper, and MNr Hay
treated his subject thoroughly. He
showcd the antiqui'ty of flormns of prayer,
which were commun ta bath the Jewish
and tarly Christiari Churches. The pub
lic worship of God consisted oi twa
parts-prayer and praise. By the former
Hîls people praise His Name for His
goodness, greatness and mercy. By the
latter they supplicate His favour and con-
tinued protection. That part of the ser-
vice called the sermon was introduced
inta the Christian Church ta encourage
people in the discharge of their Christian
duties aîîd for the explanation of difficult
parts, but it was not intended ta occupy
the principal place in the service, and ta
take up .he attention of the people so as
ta exclude the great duties of prayer and
praise. For, after ail, the principal abject
of meeting tagether is ta praise God for
His goodness and ta ask fiis favour. The
Scriptures, bath ai the New and Old
Testaments, rcquire the use ai the Psalms
in affering up praises ta Cod. In Scrip-
turc precomposed forns of prayer are
iound fron the beginning ta end ai the
Bmble, and are trequently absolutely coin.-
manded ta be used. Objections ta a
lturgy were looked into. An objection
which, if real, shouid have great weight,
is that farts ai prayer are a hindrance
ta the spirit of prayer. If this be so,
they ought ta be abolished. What is
meant by "spirit ai prayer"? The
spirit ofiprayer is defined ta be an inward
good and pious disposition ai the sou],
wrought in us by the grace ai Gad, an
unfeigned humility and hatred of our-
selves when we confess aur sins and ask
for pardon, a tender appreciation af aur
needs when we ask for aIl things needful
and necessary for this lufe and the lufe ta
came, a happy state ai mind when offer-
ing up aur praises and thanks <or the
bleýsngs receiwcd, a complete submission
ai aur interests ta God's disposai, and a
dependence upon Him for granting aur
requests when we have made aur prayers
unta Hinu. XVhosoever bas these has

the Ilspirit of prayer." H-e may flot be able
ta fitly utter one word, yet can and will
pray well. '1 hase wha complain they
have no interest in (arms mi prayer
ought ta examine and sec if they have
not paid more attention ta flawing Ian
guage, or excitement ai feelings, or some-
thing else, instead ai the spirit ai prayer.
Moreover, the true spirit ai prayer is en-
cauraged and strengthened by being
directed. If objections ta liturgies were
thoroughly examined arnd enquired inta,
they would be iound generaily ta proceed
from habit, education or practice than
iront any good reasan. Brief allusion
was made ta the many excellencies which
aur liturgy possesses.

The liturgy ai aur Church is remark-
able for purity ai style, correctness ai
expression and solemnity, ail ai which add
ta its value. In it are recognized aIl the
great and leading doctrines ai the
Catholic Church, and il serves as a
standard ai faith, as well as a flrin ai
devotion, and under God's blessinS, we
have good reasan ta believe that white
error in doctrine and corruption in prac.
tice, bave and will prevaîl, the liturgy ai
aur Church has, and ever will be, a check
ta bath. AIl should remember that they
have a part to perform as well as tlic min-
ister, and that il shauld be donc dis-
tinctly and audibly by ail. Nane wha
attend Divine service should fait ta take
their part. It is a great addition ta its
beauty and solemnnity when rightly used.

Peaple should neyer rorget that the
institution 6f public worship is ta iurther
the salvation of souls.

An excellent but shorter paper was
given by Mfr. F. H. Keefer, dealing with
the important subject ai "'Systcmatic
Giving."

Follawing himn camne Mr. G. H. Coa
with bis paper "lOn the Relation ai Sun-
day Schools ta the Home and the
Church."' The paper pointed aut the in-
fluences wbich Sunday Schools exert and
the best means ai extending tl' ir useful-
ness ; their relation ta the home 'ut free-
ing the parents front responsiba v ai
training their chiidren in religiaus tt. hs -
ai beneficial effects which the Sunday
Scbools must have, flot aniy an the
chiidren thenselves but an the parents
tao, and the good seed sown must filter
through the hames in somne shape or
other. Great care should be taken in
choice of Sunday School papers and lib-
rary books. The difficult es ai obtain-
ing teachers in the Sunday School was
dwelt upon. A discussion ialluwed.

The last and yet ane ai the most in.
teresting papers ai the day was fram Mr.
John Farde, ai Part: Arthur. Though it
was short it was pithy and full ai excel
lence. It was entitled, IlWhat Answer
Shauld we Make ta Those Wha Wmsh ta
Know Why we ire English Cburcb
Peaple? "

The evening was devoted ta a general
meeting for t"ýe discussion on the affairs
ai the whole Diocese ai Algoma, and the
plicing af its actual situation belote those
wbo were gathered.
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