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THE YOUNG SAMOAN TEACHER

‘The island of Upolu is one of the
most beautiful and fertile in the South
Seas Its lofty mountains, which run
along its whole length, are covered with
thick woods, having lovely valleys run-
ning between them.

In 1840, nearly the whole of its popu-
lation had embraced Christianity ; but
a few tribes still eling to their heathen
ideas and practices.

In that year a Christian native hap-
pened to visit one of these heathen tribes,
and during his stay among them he was
in the habit of regularly reading a por-
tion of Gud's word. While he wus thus
engaged, & youth, who evidently scemed
at & loss to account for this strange em-
ployment of his time, watcked him
with much eagerness and curiosity, won
dering gretly what he could be doing.
At Jenpth he could not hide his feelings
and ventured to ask the man what he
was doing, and if the thing he held in
his haud was his god. *I[ am talking
to my book,’” said he. ¢ What does it
say? ” asked the lad. “[t tellsme a
great many wonderful things, about the
great God, and about the creation of
the world and of man and about Jesus
Christ the Saviour of men.”

+¢Will 1t talk to me and tell me those
things 7 ** asked the boy.

Yes, if you can talk to it,” replied
the Christian ;¢ not with the mouth
but with the mind and heart, and you
must learn from the Teacher how to do
this.”*

¢ O, I should like to learn,” said the
youth, “where is the teacher,and I will
go to him.

“He is across the mountain,” said
the man, ¢“at Fafetootai.”

Delighted to hear this, he could not
Le kept back from starting at once tv
the place, that he might learn to read :
not douhting but that he would dosoat
once, and would return the next day
with his new found treasure. Moun-
tains, woods, streams, were as nothing
in his path, and he eagerly pushed on
to the Christian settlement. Here eve-
rything wore a different appearance
from higown native village. Wherever
he locked, hesaw order und cleanlinsss ;
and the people, no lunger naked savages
were clothed in suitable garmente.
Nothing discouraged, however our little
hero asked for the Teacher’s house.

“There it is ; you see those animals
feeding on the Jawn in front of'it,’’ said
a native.

But the little savage had already
drawn the Teacher’s attention, who
came towards him, and to whom he
made known his wishes to be taught,.
So the next morning, after having been
combed and clothed, he was admitted into
the schoolroom. Nor was he long in
learning the A, B, C, aud so deligited
was he with his accomplishment thas
nothing could prevent hum from forth-
with returning over the mountains to
teach it to his friends. Ilere he insisted
on their forminga errele round him, and
learning the alphubet from his lips.
This done, he was compelled to seek a-
gain the mountain path wkhich led him
to Fasetootai. ¢'So you are come back
again,’’ said the teacher, ++Yes, I come
to learn more.”” But no sooner had he
learned ‘“more,” than back be trudeed
to impart ‘““morc’ to his pupils. Ile
could not be persuaded to wait until bis
own educational course had been com-
pleted, lest they should <forget.”
Thus he learnt and tanght journeying to
and fro over the rugged mountaivs, till
his efforts had met with considerable
success. At length a teacher was pla-
ced in his village, and he was able to
seek undisturbed that knowiedge which
he so greatly desired, and which is able
to make the most unholy pure, the most
wretched bappy, and igrorant heathen
wise unto salvation by faith in Christ
Jesus.—Juv. Miss. Mag,

THE RULES OF THIS FAMILY.
{ruT A copY 1N EVERY noox]

1. To try to avoid foolish talking
and jesting, slander and Battery, cla-
mour and whispering, tale-hearing and
tale-hearing, and to encourage such con-
versation 88 is good to the use of edify-
ing, that it may minister grace to the
hearers.

2. To bear one another's burdens and
so fulfil the law of Christ

3. To rule our tempersand put away
all anger, wrath, malice, pride, covet-
ousness, censoriousness, and evil suspi-
cions, that we may spend our days'in
peace and quizt.

4. Yo guard against levity and me-
lancholy, as being very unfriendly to
happiness and growth in grace.

g. To love all who love our Lord
Jesus Christ, to indulge im no bitter



