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Horticulture.

X

Hon, D. L. McPherson’s Grounds and
Conservatory,

Tux late iilustrious and lamented Prince Consort
finely pronounced gardenivg * one of the fino arts.”
It deserves to be recognized in this character, just in
proportion as it rises ubove supplying the wero crav-
inga of the appetite.  Gardening,
whenever it contemplates retined and
innocent pleasure. certainly desorves
to rank among what are known ag
the fine arfs. It deserves the charac
terization as fully as music. painting.
or poetry. It is cminently fitted to
he the medinm of the purest and most
cxquisite enjoyment. In the morning
of the world it was decmed pure
caough by the Great Architect of the
universe to Le a fitting cuployment
for unsullicd humanity in Paradise
In this utilitarian. nincteenth century
of ours; the mare we seck to appreci-
ate the dignity and wondrous beauty
of “every freckle. streak. and stain
of His unrivalled pencil,” as seen in
the gay parterre, the green-house, o1
the dusty wagside, the better do we
comprehend the silent melodies of
pature, and obtain larger and broader
viowsof man and bis mission. A sense
of natural beauty may be said to be
innate in human nature. In the flower
garden e hiave not ouly every varicety
of classic beauty in a high degree
bat the accompaniments of fresh wir,
cxercise, and pleasant surroundings
The enjoyment of the fawer garden
does not depend oh an wecurate Yoo
tanical acquaintance with the flascors
composing it. .\ ladv with hat slight
kuowledge of plans, may enjov it ag a
kind of open air drawing-ronm, car-
peted with nature’s verdant handivark, its twalls
formed by graceful trees ite eeiline the de-pblue sk
and lighted with the glotions «ulgence of the blosc%
sun. To a finely-tuned mind, the mero pleasure of
beholding and appreciating sueh a garden may bo

termed ¢ a liberal education.””  In Britain we conld
point to many charming landscape gurdens, but in
our comparatively new country they are not yet so
uumerous. We are glad to observe, however, that
taste for the beautiful is steadily assuming a sbape i
our midst. In many localitica, we could indicate,
choice lawns, flower borders, and even conservas
torics, have sprung into existence within recent
years, Foremost mmong these pratifying mnanifesta-

tious of elevated tas e and superiority to mere money-
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hoarding, are the sploadud grounds and courervatory
at Chesnut Park, which form the :abject of the cle-
acant {lustration, herewith precented to our readers

As many of them are, doubtless, aware, this fine res-

denca i3 sitoated on Yonge Strect, n short distance

beyond the village of Yorkville, That the enterpris-
ing proprietor, the Hon. D. L. McPlerson, is a geuntle-
man of cultivated mind and refined taste, is evident
from the charming scene of natural and artificial
beauty he bas created about him. The place, we
understand, came info his possession somewhere
about ten yeargago. At that tiwme, the ground which
now forms Chesnut Park was merely an undulating
table-land of unkindly clay soil, pleasantly overlook-
ing a pretty wooded valley on the south. During
these ten years an artistic conception
of natural regources at command,
backed by careful and copscientious
execution, and a liberal cxpenditure
of means, have transformed the placo
from its original wild state into a
comparative paradise, as our illustra-
tion will abundantly show. Our space
will net admit of even a bare cnumer
ation of the many charming features
which attract the eye everywhero
about the grounds, and cspecially in
the conservatory and vinerics. The
extent of the lavens, and the soft vel-
vely turf wath which they are covered,
are superb.  During the floral season,
the flower-plots aud borders,—culti-
vated on what is koown as the ribbon
pattern,—are conceived in the most
cxquisite taste. The trees which skirt
the margin of the grounds arc un-
exceptionably fine.  An occasional
specimen of choice statuary lends a
classic ebarm to the place, while tho
delightful play of the fountain in the
summer months, hasarefreshing influ-
ence on the spectator. The view of
the comservatory, as represented by
our artist, is its castern aspect. As
will be observed, the direction of the
main building is porth and south.
Tho vinery is connected with jt, and
i3 that portion shown branching cast.
ward at a right angle to the con-
gervatory. The whole rango of the
two departmeats measures close upon 240 feel in
length. In their construction no less than 12,000
square feet of glass were croployed.  During winter,
and when the temperatuce of tho atmosphere renders
1t neceesary, tho buildings aro heated by mcans of



