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Whe Houltry Paril.

Tie Egyptian Goose.

The Lgyptian goose, or Dargander, is sometitnet: made
the type of a distinct, genns, Clenalopr, upon account of
tho longer bill, a short spur with which the bend of the
wing is curved, and the anatomical peeuliarity of a hollow,
bony enlargement at the bottom of the trachea of the male,
1t has long been kepd in parks aml pleasure gronads i
Dritain, chiofly on account of the beauty of s plunage,
and has become partially naturalized. Tt isa little smalles
than the common goose: its voice more resembles that uf
a wibl duck. The provailing color of the plamage is hight
chosnut brown, minutely rayed with darker hines; the neck
and part of the wingsare white. Large chesnut patches
surround the oyes. Itis very abundant on the Nile, aud
is frequently figared in Egyptian seulptures. Tt is much
esteemed for the table awl was kent aud fattened for 1t
by the ancient Egyptians, 14 is the chenalopex of Tlero.
dotus.

Mr. Wright in the Jlusirated Book of Puu’try says of
this bind: *“The Egyntian goose, also called the Nsle gouse,
(Chenalopex AEgyptiacus) is a moss Leausiful bivd, and is
often scen ab shows, whenever a class for any other variety
of geese givos 15 an opening. 18 is perhaps the most orna.
mental of all tho geese, its tall and somewhat slender form
giving i an clegance of appearance no other variedy cau
bonst of ; and it has the marit, not very commen in water-
fowl, of breeding pretty frecly in confinement. Nodwith-
standing these advantages, it has one great drawbaek s the
truth must be told, that the male at least is a most quar-
relsome bind.  With other malesof the same species he
will fight to the death, and is generally o dreadfal tyzant
amld persceulor oven o tho other inmates of the pand.
Some individuals, however, manifest somenhat betler
morals, and it is posaible thai more perfect domestication
might modify this incouvenient disposition.

The general color of the Lgyptinn guose ix grey and
black under the upper paris of the body, and pale huff o
yellow, beautifally pencilled with lack lines underneath,
a patch rouad the eye and anuther on the ceatre of the
breast Leing of a chesaut color; theshoulders of the wings
white, with a narrow, black strips or bar of beaniful me-
tallic lustre; and the wing quills and tail feathers gloswy
blask, The ayo is orange color, the bill purple or bhush
red, the feet and legs veddish yellow. The wings of tius
goose, like thore of the Gambian or spur-winged goose,
have on the boud of the wing. or wrist joint, & strong,
white, horny spar aboud five-cighthy of an iuch lang in-
atead of the hand kuob which belongs to mont of the goose
tribe.

The female closely vesembles the male, bud is somewhat
smailer. The namber of eggs varies from six to twelve,
more than six being ravely obisined in captivity, though
ten or Lwelve s Lelieved o be the useal number laid by
the wild bird.

ho Egyplian goose, diko the other principal tribes, has
awide range. It is known to exiend from Alexandyia o
the Cape of Cood Cape, and has been {requenily shot m
Ingland. Insome cases, no doubt, such specimens may
have been cscaped birds from packs or menagerios; but
this could hazdly be the case with a floek of nine seen at
the Isle of Man in 1835, aud another flock, estimated at no
lcss than cighly, sten in Hampshite after a tremendous
gale. 1n thesouthern parts of Europe it iscommon cuough,
no donbt crossing the Mediterranean from Africa, ita
native nome.  Its ‘place in historyTis well marked, perhaps
more §0 thaa any other variedy. Itis clearly alluded to
by Aristotle, Aristophanes, Athenadus and other writers:
anil erodotus makes spesial mention of it among the
sacred birds of Egypt; while Mr. Sait states that wherever
the goose is represented on tho walls of temples, this var
joty is clearly recognizable.

In the Regent's I'ark Gardens, in 1835, Mr. Yarrell
states a fermale Egyptian goose paired with a male of the
Tenguin varicty of ducks, and the eggs were fertile.  This
oceured durng two snceessive seasons.  The Penguin
Leing amere artfioial variely of the common duek, this
wouldl apfear o give the Nile goose a somawhat inter
mediate position between the Quok and goose tribes, and its
affinity 10 the sheldrakes is indecdl avident 10 any obsorvat.”

Thinning Out,

teality and imagination are two different things. We
draw largely ou the latter when we look at the broods as
they come off in February, March, April and May. We
wan seo many winners, anl all good ones. \While we
rack ourselves in these Llissful anticipations, and determine
to avoid the errors that had so often made shupwreck of our
hopes, and introduced us {o grave disappointment, the
time creeps on, and the little balls of fluff grow into awk-
wanl and lanky chickens.

Still the time goes on, and diflerent temperature, short.
cned days, and lengthened nights demand a change of
treatment.  But the changa is a startling ono from thirteen
*new comers” amply cared for under the hen, and the

ame nnber of great staring fowls that ask for board and
fadgng. 1€ theve were but one thirteen, something might
he done: no amwunt of writing or talking will enlarge a
ronsding honse,

1t is known that Henry V., of white flag notoriety, is
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Jightly lawe When living in rohsdort, his admirers
wero allowad to walk through the apartment as he sat at
T:uner, or to follow him ata distance when he took his
somstitudional,  Thwo old marquises of the anciznt régime
wore doing so, when one exclainted to lus companion -
** My dear marguis, our prinee has one leg shorter than the
other ” ** Valadroit,” said the other, *“they are uneven
ouly, beeanse one is longer than the othert” So we will
wstst the house is not tao small but the stock is teo large.
No digfientry now. How is it to_be dono? By eating or
sclling ; by seliing alive as stock birds, or as ordinary {ood.

The gool London wife who retired into the country was
asked, when her first hog was killed how she would have
:teut up? Sho said “all hamse.”  And so our friend and
nonltry breeder would have all his chickens prize binds.
$ut it may not be.  Whatever is done should be done at
amee  Procrastination In this instance is not ouly the thief
of time, it is the thief of food. These birds are eating
thag for which they will make no return  You must de-
cide how you will dispose of them.

Al we can {ell you is, they must be sold. Thereis a
Neasure in putting off a thiu:?', it shows we are not come
iwlled ta doit.  But Neamests comes in the shape of the
wrivate Cateh Quotem.  IMe says, ©If you please sir, you
mauss mcrease my allowance” these growing fowls eas ter-
ribly,  Now you must steel your heart.  Andafter all, if
you had reem, many of them are not worth keepings—four.
tood Dorkings, single.combied Mamburghs. crooked fowls
of every breed; those that sumchow never seemed to do
wy good, the extra cocks, the fanlty feathered : all these
sheuld now be got nd eof. Therr {ood and their room
shonld be given o those that will make a beiter return for
them. If you are told your fowls are all too good to kill,
do not believe ik, We lately wont into such a yard, and
the two first selected birds put in our hands were both
humpbacked. 1 you do not thin your stock now, if it is
o he thinned at 2ll, the inevitable loss will be your own
shwmee. —Jouraal of Hordiculture,

Garsgs 1y Cmekess.—Irom thirty-live years' experi-
cuce. T have come to the conclusion that gapes in chickens
are produced by eggs deposited on the ground where dirty
wator or suds is thrown out and lics some time without
drying, The chickens eat it, and some of it lodges on the
reot of the tongue. and hatehes and goes down into the
windpipe, proitucing red worms, which grow umtil they
kil the ehicken. My ramcdy is to get a head of blue grass
thest when young), take off the seed, turn the end down,
anddl pwist to walkie it le close tozesher; hold the chicken's
foct hetween the knees; take the bill and tongue inone
hand, put the blue grass down as low as yon ean, without
qr&sing it. with the ather hand givingit 2 twist and with.
Araw it quickiy : then let them suitile.  When the blue
grass is olider, it requires more care. _Sometimes blowmng
in a chicken's month saves ite life. T generally can save
them when they are tod weak to travel around.  Feeding
young chickens with corn, a8 large as they can swallow, is
very gool.=«Cor. Country Gentleman.

Lice oX Fowis ~Nearly all the mortality among young
chickeas is cansed by lice.  The long period of incubation
required i3 aggravated by using nests for sitting which
have been constantly employed durmg the early season by
‘aying hens,  1f thest nests arc under ground or in close,
ﬁl:ahyﬁ,houscs, lice arc almost incvitable. Sulphur or car-
bolic powder are the best preventives. Before .ctting a
fien, clean the nest careiully, sprinkle it with sulphur, and
dustsome nceasionally over the hen whensitting A corres.
pondent of the Pacific Sural Press recommends an oint.
ment made as follows for young chicks:—Mcréurial gint.
mentand lard, each one ounce: oneand a half ounces each of

flour of sulphurand ¢rade petroleumn,  Thi s to be mixed |

aud applicd very spavingly alang the bagk of the neck and
head aml a listle under the throat, as it is here that lice
are first found, probably from the chick nestling its head
awmnng the {eathers of its mother.  One light application
will be sutlicient for tive dr six weeks. ™ At the endl of that
tinre anoint Again. CGare should be taken to use this oiut-
ment very sparingly as a large quantity wight résult
fatally to tender binds.

T

To Prrarnve Eces.~~On the day they ave laid, dip
them into Waterglass (Silicate of Soda in Solution), then
wrap them in_ paper and pack them in jars or boxes, keep
them in a cool cellar and they will be as good as veev lnid
egs for six manths. I have proved this by ma the
experiment. Jo B

Ren Preerr axp Povprns. —-A lady cux'res%mmlcn!; of
the Poultry Dulletin says.~ *1 don not know if other per-
sons who raise ponltry and | et lanls are as mueh depand-
ent ag T amon ved pepper; but [ have found so much
benefit from its use in my poultry yands aml Lind eagos,
that it may not be amiss to call the attention of others to
its good properties, 1 do nut speak of the article that s
sold in t‘le drug stores {and sometimes not mmarkabl%
fresh) but of the capsicum thas grows i our gardens.
have tricd all thie different varicties, and the most pun-
gent and afficacious is the small kiad usually tnown by
the name of ‘bind's pepper.” The plant m teell is a
beautiful object; 4 grows absut two feet high, and in
autumn its brizhit Bittle scarlet Larries 1aok like coral beads
peeping from under the dark, groen foliaze, Indeed, oo
plant in & pot forms a very preity ornument fora flower
stand, The seeds porvess a st mulating and reviving pro-
perty, and 1 find that {wo or threegiven to newly-hatehed
chickens, espeesaliy if they are weakly, bave nmost happy
effect. If a ken looks feeble after mouliing, six of thoese
bevries or pods, given daily in some corn meal and sweet
milk, improve her wondafully,
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Wintering Bees in Nova Scotia.

Epiron Cayava Faunzx .--Beckeepers should know in
time about how to winter their bees: and this is a gowd
time to malke a place for the,

Last December, T put a hive ouixide, and in Mazch they
were all frozen or dead.

1 put another in a cellar, the vui-loor Leing open all
winter. 1 found the cellar tv be teo warm.  In March
there were only about 30 Lees and the queen alive,. A
cellar is only fit for spiders 2ad nace.  Xor my pard, 1
wonld be feeling bad in a cellar in twenty minutes.

On December Ist, T pud ancther hive i the new pince 1
made.  In March, I opened the door Lo sce if there woie
any alive. 1t wits a great sight Lo see the comnbs as elean
as the day they were put there, and ait black with bees.
I tooi a bottle-full of bees ous of this hive and put them
with the fifty bees and the queen, and they arodoing well.

You see, there ave piaves made for homses, cows, sheep
and hens to winter in, but nuiw for the poor hitle bees.

ReELnT STEWART.

West River Station, licton, N. 8

Bee Vis, --A correspondent sssvgevery one- no mailer
who, whether he leads whad is called 2 churmed lifo or
not—requires the person protected while at wark mneng
his bees, Lo those who are commencing, and watil fam.
iliarity canses the loss of fear. n pairof . .3 gauntles
gloves and au veil are necessary, bus after the fear and
trembling aceasionod by the thought of opening a hive full
of bees ing cunsed to hiave its horvors, all protection exeeps
the veil will bedispensed with A good bee veil is made
by taking 2 yanl of black netting—costing usually abeut
twenty cents—and sewing the ends together, thus making
a bag, open at top aml bottom,  Then with & hali yard ot
good strong rubber cord, run through the meshes at the
cudy, and youhavea veil whichwill slipon ever the crown of
an old hat, and by dinwing up and tying at the neek, you
have all the protection required. for, i properly madeand
adjusted, 10 bee can toneh your face or neck, consequents
1y there canbe no fearof stings, and bhesides ity i3 light, one
can see through it nearly as well as if ned worn. -

Tsus oF Woor, ¥ i Avtary —Tor the lagt four years
we have used wonl quite largely for varicus purposes in
our apiary. We uge nothing clse far slopping up our
queen cages, rolling it for this purpose into a tight wad,
The bees camnot gaaw it away, and seldom propolise it
We shut up all our nuclei, when firss formed, with_wool,
It can be crowded into place in nmoment, admits ar, and
is enaily ramoved. 18 we wish for any purpose to shut up
a hive, wense wool.  In tho working seasen, we keep one
*pocket full of waol,” and know nothing of the vexations
we experienced when using wire-clath.  Qeeasionally
few becs are danght in the filres of the wool, Ins they are
for the most part very shy of it and arg quite indigposed
10 ¢ommie _/l-flu de a2, by lx:u}g;:{ng thmtqvcs in_ i
meshe& Robbers will very quickly retreat frem a hive
well wooled.  IF we ue the words {0 ool and wbul
a hive or uuclens, ins:;-ul of to shat up or open the
entrange, our readers will understand whay we sivean. =
L, I, Jangstroth n Pioclical Farmer.



