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It is the little thiings that often iiaîke or uniimîake
great industries. We (o lot intcndl to offer aniy ad-
vice as to the best breeds of poultry, further tlian to
say that farniers do not, as a rule, look after their
poultry witlh that intelligence and care that is bestow
ed on other live stock ,of the farni. Experts tell ti
that by selecting only the best layers for breexder .
anîid mating to suitable puire-brecds, the average egg
production of the whole flocks lias in a few years been
raised fromi 150 to 250 eggs ner annumi. In addition
the size of the eggs lias been increased, a very impor-
tant iten, as in the export traie it is essential that the
eggs should average one and one-lialf pounds per doz
en. Wien it is taken into account that competent
authorities place the average yield of liens for a scason
in the Province of Ontario at less than too eggs, it
will bc readily seen how nuch is to be gained by pay-
ing more attention to the iennery. lI this connec-
tion it is interesting to note that on March i8th,
when a comimittee was im session conideiing a bill to
anend the Weights and Measures Act, Mr. Milligan,
of Huron, gave notice that when the bill came up
again lie would inove in anendîaent that eggs be
sold by weigit, and that the. standard weight be
one and one-half pounds. It is expected that the
Bill will soon cone up again for consideration.

The loss in the value of eggs ofered in Toronto and
and other markets tirougi careless handling, is ach
year considerable. The slightest crack renders the
cgg valueless for pickling or cold storage purposes,
and wlien sold as "checks" or crackcd eggs, fron two
to three cents per dozen less than standard prices
iiiust be accepted. Collected from the nests in a hap-
hazard way and carried to the market over rough
roads in an ordinary basket, there is usually consider-
able breakage before the eggs reach the store, wiere
tliev uni the chance of further loss by the liandling
of the imerchant or his assistants. Loss in this way
is inevitable so long as proper egg carriers are not
used. These egg cases cai be purchased at a very
nominal figure, say twenty-five cents for a thirty
dozen case, and by careful usage will last for years.

"Keep the eggs clean," is the advice which every
iierchant would inmpress upoi the owners of poultry.
An abundance of fresh straw in the lien house is not
a leavy expense, and is essential to a pofitable imar-
ket. If in spite of care the eggs should becone dirty,

then by no ieans nasli tieim, as this process remlîoves
a glutinous covering fromt the siell and ipairs tleir
keeping qualities.

We (o not pretend to be able to propliesy as to the
course of the egg trade in Great Britain tie coming
season. It, lowever, does nlot require any proplietic
gift to imake a forecast of laige receipts and compara-
tively low valies the season througi. 'Tlie prospects
are that in the Britisi Lies the production of eggs
will be larger than ever, while in addition to the usual
supplies fromt France, Belgiui and Denmark, a plie-
nonual novemnent of eggs fron new sources in Rus-
sia is predicted. Altiough these eggs are inferior to
those of Canada and cannot be shipped to Great Brit-
ain under as advantageous conditions, they nust be
counted as entering inito competition with our product
and vill, beyond doubt, have an adverse effect ipon
market values. Last year, it will be remenbered, the
Ainericans made a soinewhat spirited bid for the ex-
port trade, and it is estimated that they sent more
than a million dozen eggs to Great Britain. This year
it is reasonable to expect very large shipmnents from
the United States, as last year's operations were in
the nature of an experinent. Egg dealers in tiat
country have suffered serious losses for a numuber of
seasons by the cold storage of eggs, and iiow prefer
to divert a portion of their stocks to British markets.

Neither the Provincial nor the Dominion govern-
ment lias provided statistics as to the production of
eggs in Canada, and it is inpossiblc to compare, with
accuracy, the present situation with tlat of past years.
Our governmnent agricultural officials niglt render
great service to the trade if they would turn the pres-
ent organization for the collection of farmn statistics to
secure more conp)lete and better classified returns as
to poultry and products. Our own observations lead
us to believe that thiere will be naterial increase in
the output of eggs this year, and offerings are now
iuch larger tian at the saine date in ßrevious years.

What are the lessons to be drawn fron the experi-
ences of past seasons and the prospects of the present
season ? In addition to care, intelligence and prompt-
iiess in marketing on the part of producers and mer-
chants, eggs should be purchased at a reasonable basis
of prices. li the large centres of production in the
United States dealers are now paying seven cents per
dozen for eggs, and count on purchasing the bulk of


