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set ebout it. In the eyes of the world,
those who would work for Christ, and
who would be used by God for the
accomplishment of his purposes, must
be content to be the laughing-stocks
of their day. They must be willing to
be fools for Christ’s sake. All through
the Bible did not they who were used
a8 God's instruments seem absurd and
foolish in the eyes of the world?

{ There were the taking of Jericho
'} through the blowing of the rams'horns,

the prodigies wrought by Samson with

1 the jawbone of an ass, the feeding of

Elijab by the ravens—these were ail
conternptible in the eyes of men, but

1 nevertheless they were God’s ways of

bringing about the fulfilment of his
designe. In more modern times there
was John Bunyan, the despised tinker,
in whom the devil found his match,

1 who was chosen by God to write the

immortal « Pilgrim's Progress.” Sim-
ilary God eould use the weak things of
London to do his work. It was not
good preachers that were wanted, for
probably at no time had London pos-
gessed s6 many great preachers as now.

| The belief of every iudividual Christian

should be, not that ¢God can use me,’
but ‘He i/ use me. What was
wanted was that they should be out-
and-out on the Lord’s side, with heart
and brain on fire for the Lord, and
ready to use every power and every
member for his service. He often

‘jwondered why God did not take his
“Iwork on earth away from men and

give it to the angels, who would be
But God was the same
God, and as ready and willing to give

_{the power from on high now, ap in the
. {days of Elisha and St. Paul. 'Hé was

slways more willirig to bleas than we'to

- jrective the blessing, and he exdrted his

“Ahearers to keep close to Christ, 1o b

I

‘out of seasoti, for what' Liondon #hd
| iChrwt 4nd Him crueified.”

the whole world wanted wés'.';n?i‘e "of

building of his ark as man would have |

{fiithful, and preach Him jn edson and| 'A¢ a mi
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ITALY.

The progress of the gospel move-
ment is very considerable. Did
your pages allow of it, I could cite
dozens of detailed instances of Church
extension, consolidation, and enlarge-
ment, any one of which ten years ago
would have sufficed as the substance
of an interesting communication. In
connection with all the various efforts
of individuals and churches, I hear of
striling conversions through the read-
ing of tracts and the perusal of Bibles
up and down the country, which nave
been curiously obtained. All the
churches, more or less, report the
addition of scven to ten members, and
as many oatechumens under instrue-
tion, and the upspringing of neighbor-
ing village stations. Schools and ex-
cellently edited Evangelical journals
are everwhere estublished. Unions of
our Christian youth, on an undenom-
national basis have sprung up in all
the larger towns, and are in corrs-
spondence with one another. Better
halls are secured, and many old places
of Roman Catholic worship have heen
purchased. Regular and larger con-
tributions are rendered as the fruit of
8 growing and more intelligent piety,
and a more thorough organization.
A greater number of priests have
become obedient to the faith, and the
whole evangelical work bas gssumed
visibility and standing, and gained the
respect of the powers that be.

1 cannot but testify my satisfaction
with the prodigious advance made dur-
ing the last foew years, so that cases of
persecution become daily rarer, and
many other hindrances are gradually
lessening. The friends of Italiin evan-
gelization have every reason to be
gratified, and to expect yet greater re.
sults in the near fufure. .
bty of dufy I ought also to

¢ nsfive Christians. -
with.the vaxious de-
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