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few had calves at foot, and a few had been served. The ani-
male had deen picked up from the farmers' stocks in the dis
trict, and, being a selcot lot, they sold at an advance over
what has been realised at farm sales, realising from £10 up
to £20 each, the higher rates predominating.

Oa the Friday, at Cleabarrow, when the late Mrs. Scott's
live stock was «old, there wes a very large attendance, drawn.
from a wide radius, north and south, and from Wules. The
competition, we think, was the keenest over known at a sule
of non-pedigree cattle, and the prices the most extraordinary,
when we take into accouot the depression now v “ing in the
prices realised for live stock, There were two pedigreo young
cows, but their prices fell considerably short of ihose of the
best of the oross-bred cows, one of the latter selling for £60.¢1)
So spirited was the bidding that sar. Mitehell got through
the fifiy cight head of vattle and fifty sheep, with their
lanibs, in the space of two hoars. Exeluding twelve newly-
dropped calves, the forty-six cows, heifers, calves, and oue
bull realised a total of £1,170 10s, or an average of
£25 8s, 11d.

Farming and Sheep Xeeping.

Eps. Country GENTLEMAN—I am interested in keeping
shecp for the threefold object of wool, Jsmbs for maiket, and
the improvement of my farm. I keep between 15 and 20
grade South-Dowus. Y allow them 25 acres of rather poor
pastare during summnér, and in winter feed clover hay and
cornstalks, with some turnips and a little grain(com and oats).
My sheep are strong and in good condiiion the yeor round.
They shear about‘five pounds cach. ‘Their lambs come in Jan
vary and'Febraary, and are sold to local butchers io June and
July at 63 to Ticeats per pound, and weigh from G0 to 90
pounds at that time. 1 think my flock is doiog well, but my
little farm is not getting better, but rather poerer irom year
to year. Cun you advise me how I may muke my sheep im-
prove my furm? B. ¥ H.

Suffotl; County. N. Y.

The answer to the above inquiry is this : You must help
the sheep improve the farm. The flock and its owner must
act togéther as partoers in the ‘work of improvement. This
flock bus good, intelligent care, but the flock must be increased.
That 25 acres of pasture must be improved. Evidently it is not
* natural grass land.” There is great difference in the lands of
Suffolk county, some being very good, while much is alwost
barren sand. I take it that this soil is improvable, and would
sugaest that the owncr summer-fullow such portion c=cli year as
he may be able to do, if it be only one acre. Two plowings,.
with frequent harrowings, will do this. If some greca crop is
sown after the first plowing and turoed uoder with the sccond,
1t will be of value. Buckwheat involves the least expense for.
this, but 1t adds comparatively little to the soil, although as
much as any orop in-proporiion toits cost, Then, when the soil
is brooght to'a good condition, sow-a misture of the following
grasses, wthout any geain crop: Orchard, rye grass, Italian rye,
weadow fos-tail and red-top. Kentucky blue-grass might bead-
ded. ‘Be liberal with the amount of sced: At present prices it
thould cost about §7 per acre. Itis not' ueccssary to -insist
upon any exact proportion of the varicties. Such manure should
be hairowed jo:with the seed, 98 can- be spared from other
crops, if well rotted. It will be well to beliberal with this also,
but I would not advise the-purchase of commeroial manures
for the purpose. Compact the ground well with a roller, and
do not-let.sheep upon the young grass until it has made a'good

(1)

Chis i3 x_i_ze stamp of cow I. have been begging some one to 'i.m-
port for ten years, A. .

R.J.F,

arowth and is well rooted. Tu the springsow tea poundsof red
clover seed to the acre. Keep on with this uatil the whole
pastuve has been resceded. (1)

Ta the mean time tho flock can bo helped by. soiling erops.
Thickly:sown corn fodder makes execllent sheep food. The
turnip crop wight be increased, and mavgolds will be very.
valuable for the ewes 2nd lambs in thespring time. In Suffolk
county, vetclics will be found very valuable for early wintor
feeding, keeping fresh there in most seasons watil near mid.
winter. (2)

The only outlay of moocy involved.in the above recommend-
ation. is in the purcbase of sced The labor required will be
profitably ihvested.

While the old Spanish ad ige i« still true that “the sheep's fuot
turns the laud ioto go'd,” it is also true thateven a sheep “'can-
not wake something out of nothing.” As the improved pastures
and the assisting crops give inereased food, the number of the
flock oan be .increased. “Then the amouut and value of the
maoure will be increaged also, and 1his, in turn, will give
more food until that * 25 agres of rather poor pasture’” should
furnish the smpmer keep foc 75 or 100 head of sheep. (3)

It wheat brao, oil meal and other fuods are purchased, the
advaunce can.be more rapidly mide. But it can be. surely
‘made without the purchase of foods or manure. "The writer
purchased, not long since, a tract of badly exzbausted land,
which he iy treating in the manner indicated with very sa-
tisfactory results. .

1 would advise B F. II. to push his lambs for market a
litle wore rapidly, purchasiog for this purpose, if neesseary,
wheat bran, oats and oil meal, J. W.

The Holstein as 8 Bufter Cow.

Eps. CountrY GENTLEMAN-—Mr. A, L, Croshy is mis-

Jtaken in thinking I did not take his eriticism on a for-

mer article of mine-kindly. He trcated me fairly, and if
anythiog in my reply indicated that his remarks were not
kindly. reccivedI:beg pardon of your readers, as wo:such -fee-
lings were catertained on my part.  While I -twould avod a
war of irofds I enjoy reading a fair statement on. both sides of
such a question as the one under discussion. ‘Whether' cows
may corrcetly be chardoterized as “inflexible, » I will not at-
tempt to decide, but:will state a few facts, aud then leave the
subjeet to the consideration of those inlerested.

Only. three dairies within my owa immediate knoivledge
ar¢ made up Jersey grades, They are all situated so far
from a cheese factory that it is ioconvenient to draw the
milk, and their.owners, being ‘zood -batter makers, obtained
Jersey blood with the intention of making a- parmanent ‘busi-
« ~ss of that branch of dairying. Two out of the. three had
just changed their stock when a chaoge ia the- condition . of
their families made 5 necessary to give up- butter . making,
and their milk is now- drawn a- long distance ‘to the cheese
fuctory. They havo sinoe obtained . Holsteins: To peither of
these dairies did the Jérsey cross result in - as -great improve-
ment in butter production as the Holsteins has in my own.
[ have one half-blood Jerscy, a beautiful ¢ow seven years old,
that has taken 2 first:premiam at our conntry fuir cvery.year,

(1) The real cow grass, Irifolium pralense perenne,:would be bst-
ter, I bave just received 4'small-Jot of-the above, with some genuino
Pacey’s perennial riyjegrass. These hope to got somo carefal. farmer

‘to grow for distributior. 'There is no chargé ot the séed, which is

from Cgrfer's, London,' diréct. A R.J.F
(2. Rape wonld fatten quicket. A:R.JF.

{23 Fouir sheep to 1ha acre is pretty strong for rather poor pasture.
Try twwo first. A.RJLF



