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From the Dublin Roview,

DID THE ANGLICAN C!-)X'LURCH RE.
FORM HERSFELY ?

Hutherto it has Leen generally belio-
ved that the reformation in Epgland was
thie work of the civil p.ower, which ousted
the old Church, and intruded n new
Church by nctof Parliament : and tru-
ly, when we read that the actual govern-
orsof the Church weic changed, the Ui-
shops in possvssion being rojected, and
new men put in their places; that the
public worship of the church was changed,
the sacrifico of the mass being abolished,
and another service substituted for it; and
that the acknowledged doctrines of the
church were changed, many of its for-
mer tenels and practices being condemn-
cd, and new articles of roligion premul-
goted: when, in a word, we bekold bish.
aps, worship, doctiive, all swept away,
and litle reronining of the old establish.
ment but the bare walls of the religious
edifices which it had raised and conse-
crated ; we do not seo how it is possible
for reasonable mon to come to any other
conclusion. LEately, however, s now
light has burst upom us from Oxford, to
dispel the darkness which covered tho
ecclegistical transactions of forper times,
—=we mean those of the reigns of Henry,
the meek rofoxmer, of Edward his theo-
logical child, and of Elizabeth, kis imma-
culate daughter. To these distinguished
characters, it now appears, that much in-
jury bas been done by history, as it has

n hitherto written. They may, in-
deed have filled their oxq coffors aud the
purses of their Jatterers with ecclesiasti-
cal plyndor—tLat is nog denied; but placed
in this new light, they stand forth to our
view, the two first as oursing fathers,
¥e. Jator as a nursing mother, to, the
church of their ime : ¢! ~y are represen-

ted'aw ajiding her cfforts with their secu- |

lar influence, and respecting ber spiriual

{adependence. Inotead of reforming her.

by force, as we have beenled 1o suppose,
they oply enabled her to reform herself :

so that the English church of Protestant
times is the very same with the English
church of Catholic times; exactly, saya
Dgs Hook, “as a man who has washed
&is face in the mornjpg, remyins the.same
wan as he was befose he had washed.”
Hence it follows that the churéh of the
Augustines, the Aunselms, the Grossetes.
tes, still rears hor venerable front among
us: she has never been ousted of hep
originel seat, never replaced by another :
she expericnced nothing more than the
ronovation of washing, under the pisus
sway of the monarchs whom we have
wcatioped.  She i:ad been, indeed, a true
dsughter of the scarlet lady of Babylon,
—a dadghter as deeply steeped in iniquity
qs ‘tho foul, filthy, old withered harlot,
ker Roman mother ; bus she profitted by
the opportuaity,—cast off hor garments
of defilament, plunged into the laratory of
the Reformation, aad then came forth to
the world, robed in truth snd- holiness,
ghe pure aad Apostolic church, nga cata-
Jlished by law in this country |

our legitimate descont from that ancient
Church, this talo appears tharvellously
strange. We can lvok upen it in no
other light than as a theological novel,
composed gfter the modet of thoso histo-
rical novels, in which a few grains of
truth lio concealed in the midst of im-
mense mass of fiction. It forms, how-
eves, a very impurtant part of tho creed
promulgated by the new teachers at Ox-
ford, men of whom we are wishful te
speak with respect,—honoring thom as
we do. for their izdustry and piety, their
candid and fearless disclosuro of their
sentiments, and their uudisguised advoca-
cy of cextain ancient doctrines and prac-
tices, in preference to the fancies of more
modern speculatists.  We must, however,
be allowed to suspect that they still retain
somo relics of that anti-Catholic leaven
which Protestant education is careful to
deposit in the infant mind 5 that they still
cherish prepossesions, which, though
they may permit the inquirer to sce clear-
ly on certain subjects, create & mist be-
fore his eyes, if he turn them in suother
direction. Of this we do mot complain ;
it was to bo expected; it arises from the
position which they ocoupy s for, the more
thay approximate on sume points to the

otholic creed, the more it is necessary
for them to receds from it in others.—
, their doctrine has already earned for them
I the imputation of popery: the more rea.
son then have they to labor in suppart of
their oredit for orthodoxy., ¥

It is admitted by ull parties that at the
commencenient of the Reformation there
was a church in England which had existed

here ever siace the first conversion -of the
I habitants to christianity. Was that church
fa living branch of the true apestolic church
of Christ, or not.3  They seply without
hesitation that she was 3 and, beit ohserv-
ed, they are compelled sq to .oply, for
without such admission, what would be-
coms of their allcged claim to apostolical
succession ! Without it ¢ how could the
Anglican bishops of the present day. shew
that by ordination they derive their mission
from, the apostles end oug Lord"? With-
out it * how cap every bishop, priest, and
deacon, trace his own spiritual descent
from Saint Peter and Saint Paui?? Il
you reject that church the chain is brokea,
~you may go vack to your female head,
Elizabeth, or to her father, Henry; but
there you st¢p—a chasm.of fifteen hundred
yeurs opens between you and the apostles.

!
!

But kow, the reader will perhaps ask,
could that unreformed church bs a living
branch of the true chursh of Christ ® Did
she not teach doctrines which the present
church condemns as errors in fzith 3 Did,
she not practice a worship which the pre-
sent church pronounces, superstitious and
idolatrous? Did she mot prosecute, ex-
communicate, and deliver for punishment
to the civil magistrate, tha professors of
opinions which the presont church has
jsanclioned in her articles of religion, and,
bwhich she bipds all her ministers to sub-
‘scribo and to, uphold? Isit possjble that
two societies, of which, one is 30 oppased

We must own, that to us, Cathnlics,fto the other in mattera of the highest im-
professing that faith which was formerly § port, can be each the.true chyrchof Christl
poufoseed here, and pridiog ourselves cn jYes, exclaim, tho Oxzford theologians,, bothy

'ﬂro the very samio church, but in a different
statd 3 the present thurch in a sate of
deeply immersed in crror, yeot not so deep-
Iy us to cease 1o bea past of the truo a-
postolic chureln

This they pretend to show by 3 roasons :
1st—*No one cun prove certainly,or even
probably, that those errors were universal.
ly held by the ancient bishops and clergy,
or that they weie viewed by thom as mat-
ters of faith, and not of probability,”* the’
avery one knows that they condemned
tmen to the stuke for disbelieving them.—
2nd—** Admitting that many 8f the British
bishops were furmerly infected with errors
in matters of faith, yet this alone does not
prove them heretics; for many illustrious
fathers and doctors have erred on particu-
lar points**  8d—* Ever supposing that
some of these prelates were purtinaciously
erroncous and actually heretical,, yet as
those heretics were not publicly known to
bo such, nor excommunicated and deposed
when they acted, they had the power of
conveying mission to their orthodox succes-
sors."—(Oxford Tracts; ive p.10.) How
far such reasons 1nay satisfactorily solve
the enigma, we leave to the judgment of
our readafs § but will venturs te express a
hope, that some share of that indulgence
which is so liberally vouchsafed to our fa-
thers, may also be extended to us,iheir Ca-
tholic descondants,. We believe as they
did ; we worship as they did; we obe'y'the
same heid whom thoy obeyed. Do notwe
then belong to the true Church as weli as
they 2 Oh, no, is instantly replied ; thoir
case is very difRreat from yours. They
lived befure the questions in dispute had
been fully discussed, you live afier the dis-
cussion ; they were in error, but through
ignorance ; you are in error, and through

foro remained in the church; you are in-
excusable, and therefgre a dead branch,
lopped off from the parent vinen ¢ To
call you Cagholics, would be a profanation
of that haly name; andto do so knowings
ly,. would be highly sinful, and come uuder
the condpmnation of them that call evil
good, and good evil.”

Well, be it so. Instead of wasting our
time on. matters or mere opinion, we pro-
ceed to matters offfact. It is admitted by
both parties, aithough on different grounds,
that thero was established in England be-
fore the Reformation, a true, Catholic, and
apostolic church. Now there is established
in Englanda Protestant chorch. We are
Laware that our opponents reject with scora
the word “ Protestant,” * Qur church,
say they, claims to be reformed,not Protest
ant; and it repudiates any fellowship with
the mixed muliitude which crowds to-
gether, whether at home or abroad, under
a mero political banner””  But we must be
allowed 10 $peak a language intelligible to
‘our readors, whom 0o special pleading wilk
ever convince th.t that church is not Pro~
testant, the head, of which, by the law of
the country, must be a Protestagt. How|
then, wo ask, boppens. it that the Church
of England of former days was Catholic,
.and the chpgch of Englaad of the present
day is Protestant 2 Because we are tald the
church rclormed herself, ¢ In the reiga
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comparative purity, the ancient church,
' determined that the Bomun patriarch hnd

obstinacy ; they were oxcusable, and there-!

rof llanry V3L, the yoXo of Roman do-
minioa became intolorable, and tho bish.
opsand clergy of all England and Treland

mo jurisdiction in these reahns ; and dockine
ing uny turther submission to that prelate,
concurred in the scveral ucts of the civil
power by which his usurped jurisdiction
was rendered illegal and extinguished.—

therafoie awlully, tightly, and canonically
abolished in the reign of Henry VIIL., and
was as perfectly extiactas il it kad never
cxisted ¢ having been formally abelished
by the church, it necded to be canonically

ition which she hud for a time delogated to
{the bishop of Rome, and resuming her
original libertids, reformed abuses, &c.'
Nothing can be more vexationsly tantaliz-.

ing, than the vasy, ofthand mantner jo
which Mr, Palmer throws out extraordi-
raty statements without a hint of the
souices from which he derives his infor
mation, What made the yoke of Romas.
dominion more intolerable during the
‘roign of Henry than it had been iaformer
reigas # We know of no couse but the re.
fusal of Clement to divorce the kisg from
bj! Wif00

Where did Mr. Palmer learn the im-

the exercise of the pupal supremacy in
England was in virtuo of powers.alrealy
delegated -by the English to the. Romar.
Chruch ' We cannot say 5 ualess per-
haps the original documents are preserved
in the archives of the submarina chutch
of Pehianzabuloe, to which we have 113
access Unacquainted therefore withhip
authorities, we shall venture to compure-
his statements with official records the au-
thenticity of which has never been quepe
tioned.”

After an admirable suremary of tha
history of the abolition of the papal supre-.
macy in England, and the recognition of-
the supremzuy oi Henry V1, the writes.
coptinues :

Such was the result of the Reformation
during the reign of Henry YIII. The
papal supremacy, under tho name of an
intolerable tyranny, was suppressed, and
a still moro intolerable tyzamay, under the
oame of the king’s supremacy, was esia~
blished. Not only the {::wers formerly.
exercised by the pope, but the authorily
acknowledged to be inberens in the bish-
ops under the papal sway, was claimed by

onry.
founders of the new schookat Oxford Jook
with @ very indulgent eye, Srom theix
representations we should be led to con-
clude, that the English Church, aware of
innumerable abuses with which it was des.
oimed, assembled in council, debated ev-

with free and unbiassed voice resolved onl
the measures which we know, were adop-

state followed ; the clergy prescribed: the.
measure of reform, snd the civil powes

hastened to lend its aid to the clergy

But this s u false and flattering porteait

The clorgy resisted from the first—1hey.
were with dificulty brought to make qual»
fied concessivns; {rom tnevbenefit of such
qualificationa they were excluded by the
omnipotence of patliament;.and at Ja

fouod themselves under tho necessity of

complying. with the will of, their new Lead.-
o submitting to the kuife of tho execu.

tioner. Few among them bad the moral
‘courage to choose the second part of the

alteroative,

£Te be coztiond}

portant but hitherto unknown fact, ths !

The jurwdiction of the Romen seo wit

cieated,befors i s exescise could be in any, ;
way permissablo.” (Palmer, Antiq. b ;
264-5.) *In tho sixteenth century tho .
Church of England withdrew the jurisdic- |

On all thess transactions the |
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ery matter coolly and; dispasionately, and

ted. The Church took the initiative, the. |




