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CIRCULATION OF TYHE
BIBLE.

At the last Anniversary Meeting of (he
British and Foreign Biblo Society, it'was
stated-that the fund had. been woll sus'ain-
ed this year :—total amount received £95,
095. The annual expence has been for
the-last years above'£100,000 per annum.
The total expenses, since the commence-
.ment, three millions sterling!!  There
are 2,277 associations in Great Britnin for
the circulasion of the seriptures: tetal in
all the world, 7,420. “Upwards of 1000
publiz meetings have been held in the
Metropolis and the provinces, which had
been attended by prelates and dignitaries
of the Church. Tho total issue of Scrip-

tures, last year, §15,551. From the des;

pository at home, 584,544, which is more
than a copy cvery minute of tho year, day
and night,  Above half a million of copies
in Welsh, and for the Jews, near fifty
thousand of which are in Hebrew. ‘The
total issuo by theshome depository, since
the commencement of the Society in 1804,
14,038,914. “The grand totl, including
the issues by the Foreign Sncietivs con

nected, is 28,335,274 copics of the Word
of God !~-Exchange Paper.

cyUl BON0.1 TO WHAT VYURPOSE ALL tvais?

The Devil, who quated the Bible to
tempt the Saviour, makes ase more sucs

cessfully of the same sacred book, and its|

ecknowledged authority, to tempt-from the
unity of truth, and lead astray in a bes
wildering labyrinth of endless errors,
the followers of the Saviour; those atany
rate who, at the fiend’s suggestion, will
not follow the only sure guide, nor listen
1o the sole inspired interpreter -of that
mysteaous book, which he has so clearly
pointed out to them. He, whowill not
kear the church, said he, let him de unto
2thee as a Heathen and a Publican. Mau.
xviti, 17. Faith comes bythe hearing, says

St Paul; and hearing by the word of

Christ, Rom. x. 17. Now the fiearing
1s not the reading, and judging cvery one
for himself. We are not communded by
the.Saviour fo read, but to kear. Hewho
hears you, says he, speaking to his lawful
pastors, hears me : and lie acho despises
youydespises me > and ke who despiscs me,
despises.him who sent me. Luke x. 16,
It is true, hie bade the Jews search ihe
Scriptures 3 for in thewm you thinl, said
he, to havc life cverlasting ; and these are
they which bear testimony of me. Jobn v.
39. Tius was but.a cballeage to the Jews,
who prided themsclves in having the
senptures 3 and thought in than, Like our
Protestants of all denommnations, 70 keve
lifc cxerlasting ; though they tad it not;
for they understood them not; otherwise
<hey would, from the signs and clear pro-
phrecies recorded’in them, have secognised
s for thetr pronnsed Messiab,  So thai
ahe having and reading of the Scriptures,
without we hearing of those lawiully com-
ausyionea to s2ach us, dozs not sccure 10

us their truo sense, and preserve us in the
unity of that fuith, without wkich, as St
Paul says, §¢ is inpossible to pleass God.
Pob, xi. 8. Nay, according te St. Petor,
it-but exposes us to err,-when wo presume
of-ourselves, without the teaching medium,
to ‘determine tho sense of the inspiréd
wiitings. TFor, speaking of “St. Paul's
epistles, he says: in which ure cértain
‘things hard to be understood ; whick the
unlearned and unstadle tcrest, as they do
the other sceriptures, to their own damna-
tion. 2 Peter iii, 16, And ho affirms, di-

feith, that no scripture is wade by private
ntecpretation, 2:Peter i, 20.

Jn the old law, the scriptures, or +'
ordinances of God, were (as in the Cas
tholic Church, or the new) slways subject
to the pontifical (the only legal und autho-
vized interpretation). For thus we read
in that very Bible, which Protestants con-
sider as their rule of faith ¢ * If thou per-
ceive that there be among you a hard and
doubtful matter.in judgment, &e., thou
shalt come to the Priests of the levitieal
race; .and <o the judge that shall be at
that time; and thou shelt ask of them,
and they shall shew thee the truth of the
Judgment.; and thou shalt do whatsosver
they shall say that presidedn that place
which the Lord shall chooses and what
thoy -shall teach there according to the
law ; and thou shalt follow their -sentence,
neither shalt thou dacline-te the right hand;
nor to the left, But he, who will be proud,
and refuse 10 obey the commandment of
-the priesty who ministereth at thut time to
'he Lard thy God, und the decree of the
judge; that mau shall die.; and thou shalt
take.away the evil from Israel. And all
the people hearing it shall fear; that no
one afterwards.swell with pride.” Deut.
rxii. 8, &c.

The evil-spirit, the spirit of error, who
decoived our.first parents in Paradise, has
instructed, like them, their posterity, who
listen 10 his suggestions, to tamper freely
with the word of God; and to subject his
divine revelations, every oue, liké Eve,
to his.own provd and whimsical conjec-
tures. 1le has thrown among them the
apple of discord, tho material printed
bible, «¢th- dead letter”, without its swme
wmeanings *the letter that kills, without
the Spirit that gives fe.” 2 Cor. iii. 6.
Hence we seo them every where, as St.
Paul-describes tham, ¢ carried about with
every wind of docwrine: alwags learning,
but never arriving at the knowledge of
truth 5 always growing worse and worse ;
erring and driving intv prror ; having itchs
ing cars (for sermous) ; choosing teachers
for themselves,” &c.  And for this pur-
i pusedoes ¢ the prince of this world,™ who
sought 1o tempt the Savionr with the sight
lofall its siches {Mait. iv.9.), heap upon
‘his worshipping messengers, who propa.
gate his delusion, the enormous weight of
,his mammon of imiquily; sums, capable,
according 1o therr own showing, of moro
than cancelling the national debi; but
which vanish quite as soon as counted,
wubout producing the least visible good to
| the comributing public ! Who could be-
hieve that rauonal and reflecung beings
comld bz caught in such an obviously]

rectly contrary to the Frotestant’s rule of’

SOUETHING FOR THHE DI~
BLICALS.

‘The Bishop of Salisbury, (Eogland)hns
causéd some excitemenf amongst those
foolish Propagandists called Biblicals, by

dissolving his connexiou with the Bible
society.—Like Dr. Ravenscroft of North:
Carolina, many yearsego, his Lordship of
Salisbury, bas so startled the religious pre-

judices of young misses, and old ladies, and
some would be men with littlo moro brains,
that he finds it necersary to state the true

reasons which led him to withdraw his

Episcopal signature from the'list of Biblical

Abetiors. Totlie Bishop,.a Bible meeting

eppears little better than a pnci{ of here-

tics of every-shade nnd color that the fron-

zied spoculations of men can devise; aden
» - b

of clerical hypocrites, who, os it-wete, 10

the spint of ¢craven cowardice dare com-

:promese the trath: so for as to reduco -the
tevelation of heaven to 8 cold,system of

mero indifference, and therefore deserving
the anathema of his lordly »reprobation, —
U. 8. Catholic Miscellany.

“Whoever™ romarks:his Tvordship, “*has
been in the habit of atteading the meetings
of the Bible Saciety, is aware thal they
are compostd of persons belonging to every
variety of religious -denomination, nnd
holding -svery shade of opinion which is
compatible wul the ascceptance of tlie
Holy:Senptures as a revelation from Gad.
Al these persons meet together, ond from
the nature of the occasicn which atsembles
them with an appearance of recognized
equality in 8 malter touching upon the
foundation of religious beliel. The Inde-
pendent, the Baptist, the Quaker, the So-
ciu‘an, assemblo an the platform by the
side of the members of the Church,on a
common understending that the-differences
ere pro hac vice 1o be laid aside, aud
their point of agreement in receiving the
Bible as the Word of God, and being zea-
lous for its distribution, is alone to be cons
sidered. Do not let me .be misunderstoo?

as implying-that a dishonourable compro-]

mise of opinions on the part of ary one
is required by the constitution of the So-
ciety.  Oop the contrary, 1 know that
ssunjou without compromise’ is a sort of
wetchword in it.  Bot what I do say ir,
that the necessary tendency of a meeting
so composed is to magrily the point of
agreement between its -members, and to
sink, us of comparative insignificance, their
respective differences. Whoeeer Ias bren
in the hab't of attending meetiogs of the
Bible Society, must be familiar with such

expressions as that the members of that

Society are only seperated by“unimportant
differences,” and are joined in “essential
uoity ,” whereas an examination of what
these “unimportant differences’ are, will
show, that in one quarter or another, they
comprise most of the chief ductrines,ond all
theordinances of #he Ghristian religivs 5
aud ate so clearly recognized in the von-
stitution of the Society ss to make it im-
possible fur a meeting of persons assems
bled to promote the distributicn of God’s
word to unile inwarshipping him in prayef

I have fel, therefore, that the practical
tendency of such micelings is to fuster &
spirit of indiference 10 the wmost vital doc-
trinal ruth, as well ns yet more clearly to

tended snnze ?

Texhibit a disregaed of the distinctive cha-

racter of the Church, s the body to which
that truth is intrusted, ‘A member of the
Church at such mectings is always liable
to hear statemants mado vn these topies,
which must either'be reflied to at thy risk
of-very inopportuno discuision, or uppas
rootly be sanctioned by eing. pasted over

in silence.”

b

THE CONFESSIOXAL,
Cohaurrran op o CAtuevic 'Prigsy.
Wo tiave just learncd, says the Belfust

Vindicator, “from = correspondent, the
particulars of @ transiction which wo
deemed imposgible in tlio" present times,
und which undoubtedly had been imposs
sible before Lord de Grey camo to hold
the rod of power in lreland. A Catholic
priest has been:committed to prison for
refusing to break'his oath, and to disregard
a sacred obligation Which has not been
violated since St. Peter sat in the chair of
Rome. The circomstancesare so strango
and slartling, thet a simple -relation of
them wvill ‘be sufticient exposition of the
atrocity of the case.

On the Ist iostant, the Rev.‘Daniél
M’Gettigan, 'P.P. Letterkenny, was sum-
moned “before a Bench of Justicos to give
information ngainst an alleged horse-
stealer, on whose account he had made
restitution to the owner, *¢having obtained
whatever knovledge of the case he pos-
sessgd through -the nteuns‘of the confes-
sional. The rev, gentleman, as’in duty
bound, refused to give in cvidénce the
facts which he learned in the chairof con-
fession, whereupon the local magistrates,
anraged at finding all their efforts to move
him fiuitoss, -actually comutited "him to
prisen, and detained him iu custody, in
Letierkenny bridewell, during thdtund the’
following day and night! Not satisfied’
with this, and,as-if eager to theighten the
atrocity df the proceeding, they sent him
off to Lifford on the morning of the 3rd
instaat, whero ha probably stil! remains.’

As may easily be  conceived, the people
of the locality are in a state of the utmost
excitement ; indecd, to such a pitch were
their feelings raised on the occasioty of the
committal -of the rev..gentleman, that, but
forthe timely interference of the Right
Rev. Dr. MGettigan, the brideneil and
all the buildings connected with it would
have been-destroyed, '

The Magistrites, who, by alegal fiction,
are presumed to be gentlemen of cduca-
tion, scem to have been wholly ignorant
of the fact, that every priest of the Catho-
lic Ghurch ig bound, 3y oatk, nover to dis-
close, to mortal cars, a secret -cormitted
to his keeping, under thg solemn and
sacred seal of confession, They were,
also, it sechis, unaware that, irrespective
of this great religious security to Catholics,
honour, religion—every thing that can
appeal most forcibly 1o the heart of the
Confessor, coaspire to prevent the reveai-
ing of penitential admissions. 1In fact, to
obtain such a disclosure is, humanly speak-
ing. a matter of impossibility.

We trust that the matter will not be
allowed to rest here It is really too-ses
ricus? the question invelved in it is of 100
deep import 10 he made the subject of
mere ephemeral comment. The teligions
foclings of many millions of her Majesty's
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