
Draxy Miller's Do-iry. 5

ccMy Eider," said Dra,ýxy to herseif as shie went upstairs, Ilh&s
everybody's Elder-and the Lord's most of ail I think," and she
ivent to sieep thinking of the solemn words whichi she had beard
him speak on the iast Sunday.

Lt -%vas strangre how soon the life of the new househoki adjusted
itself ; hoiv fuli the days were, and liow swift. The suinmer wa.s
close upon them; Rcuben's oid fariner instincts and habits revived
in full force. Bill Siis proved a rnost efficient helper; lie hi.ad
been Draxy's sworn knight, from the moment of lier first inter-
viewv with him. There would be work on Ileubeii's farm for many
hands, but Reuben wvas in no luaste. The sugar camp assured hini
of an income whieh was wealth to their simple needs; and he
wishced to act advisedly and cautiousiy in undertaking new
enterprises. Ail the land was wild-mnuch of it deep swamps.
The maple orchard ivas the only part iînrnediateiy profitable.
The village people came at once to sec thein. Everybody w as
touched by Jane's worn face and gentie ways; bier silence did
flot repel them; everybody iiked Draxy too, and admired lier,
but many were a littie afraid of lier. The village men had said
that slie was IIthe smartest -woman that hiad ever set foot in Clair-
vend villag-e," and human nature is human nature. It would take
a great deai of Dra-x-y's kindly good -w'ill to mnake lier sister woinenl
forgive bier for being cleverer thian they. Draxy and Ecuben were
inseparable. They drove; thoy wvalked,. even into the sNffaînps
colirageons Draxy penetrated -%Ii her father and Bill Sims, as
they -t.ent about surveying the land; and it was Draxy's keen
insti nct whiiclî in many cases suggested wlere improvement could
be made.

In the meantime Eider Kinney's existence hîad been tranforîned.
Day after day lie spent more and more time in the conipany of
Draxy and lier father. Reuben's gentie, trustfui nature found
repose in the Eldcr's firm, sturdy downrightness, much as it, had
in Captain Meiviile's; and the Eider wvouid have loved Reuben if hie
lîad flot been Draxy's father. But to Draxy lie seemed to draw
no nearer. She -%as thie samie franli, affectionate, merry, puzzling
woman-child that shie hiad been at first; yet as lie saw more and
more lîow mnucli she knewv of books wieh he did flot know, of
people, a-ad of «affairs of -wvhich he had never heard-how fiuentiy,
graciously, and even -ivisely, she couid talk, hie feit himself eut off
from bier. fier sw-eet, iow tones and distinct articulation tortured
him wvhile they fascinated him; thecy seenied to set lier apart.

He exaggerated ail lus own defeets of iiianner, and speech,
and education; hie feit uîîcomfortable in Draxy's presence, in spite
of ail the affectionate reverence -%ith which she treated him; lie
said to liimself fifty times a day, ,"It's only iny bein' a mînister
thiat makes lier think anythin' o' nie." The Eider was fast grow-
ing wretched.

But Draxy-. was happy. Shie was stili in some way more child
than wom.n. fier peculiar training lîad left lier imagination
singularly free froîn fancies concerning love and marriage. The
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