THE CANADIAN MASONIC PIONEER.
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ADDRESS

Delrvered by Dr, Bernard, B. W., Deputy Graad Master
of the Orand Lodge of Canada, as the Masonie Ctivrae
1ot 1 Montpelier, Ve, on (ke 20 June, 1856,

Most Worshipfu! Grand Master, Sir Knights,
Companions, and Bretiren, ladies and gentlemen ¢
~Ja accepting the mvitation with which the Com-
miftee of Arrangements honored me, to deliver an
address on this accasion, I was fully conscious of
my inatulity happily to exccute sv important a
duty ; and this couscicusness would have deterred
me from appearning betore you, Lad not considera~
tions of another character injuced ine tndoso. To
these I may perhaps be permitted for one moment
te advert.  Placed by the fraternal kindness of the
repsesentalives of more than forty Masonie Lodges,
scattered all aver a country extending more than
sixieen hundred miles in length, by an average
breadth of more thun two hundred males, an the
high and honorable position of Dsputy Grapd
Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada; and the
Masonry of Vermont hoving promptly aud vnani-
mously eXtended to us the right hand of feltow-
ship, and cordially welcomed us into the greut fa-
wmily of Masonic Grand Lodges; and, moreover,
the kindly snterchange of fraternal courtesy, the
delightful socral reunions, which took place on
two dillerent occasions, during the last wuter,
between some of the masons and their famibes, of
Vermont and of Canada, contributed so lurgely to
my own enjoyment, as well as to the happiness of
many of my Conadian brethren and fnends, that
1 could not, sa justce, erther to my own feelings
and nchinalions, or to the masens of Canada,
deny myself the henor and the pleasute of parti-
cipating with you 1 the ceremonies and festivities
of thus auspicions day. I therefore appear before
you, a very plam unprelending man, of whose
profession, public speakiug forms no part, and
possessing httle to commend me 1o your Javorable
autention, except a heart most sincerely devoted to
the true interests of our beneficent and time-hon-
ored institation,~an nstitetion which 1 would
gladly exhibit to-day, in all the symetcy and
gracefulness of 1ts real proportions; n all the
beauty and loveliness of its truthful featares, But
this can not be done. Had I cloguence sutficient
fo make me the very Demosthenes of masonvy, |
could not do it. ‘The attempt were as frmstless,
indeed, as for a devolee of Flora, standiug in «
lovely morden an the sunny South, with fowers
of every vanely, from every clime, richly bloom-
ing in all their beauty aad perfuming the surround-
ing atmosphere with thelr fragrance, to atfempt to
convey an adequate picture of his floral Paratise
to his friends 1 the distant, icy, north, by select-
g here and there a flower and trausmitting them
in the form of en imperfectiy-arranged houquet,
The fact 15, Freemasonry affords a very great vae
niety of lopics, of deep interest 2o the frue crafis-
man as well as to the thonghtful observer of hue
man retations and human events, any one of which
would require mors than a discourse of a single
hour, or even of many hours, properly to ilfustrate.
The Commitiee of Arrangements, and slso the
Grand Master of Vermont, having modestly de-
clined to suggest to me a subject, I have thought
that to confine our remarks, on this occasion, 1o any
ane paruculac topic or point, woull, perhaps, be
less satsstactory and less productive of good re-
sults, than 1 indulge in a few general observa-
tions on some of the more prominent features, or
disungmisinag charactensics of onr osder; and,
o domg this, I wish it 1o be understood that i
speak, exclusively, of Ancient Craft Masonry.

In regard to the origin and antiguity of Freema~
sonry but hitle need be sand, for afthough matters
of interest to the curtous enquirer, they are of httle
ymporiance 1 determining the character and use-
fulniess of the institution, s 1t exists in onr day.
Masansc writers uf the greatest eminence, though,
perbaps, a little over-anxious for the venerable
ch_araﬂer of the order, have pronounced it co-evil
with the creation of the world; have traced it from
the carliest period of human existence, through ali
the changmg_scenes of society; tkrough all the
wibes, the nations, and the countties of the earth§
and have aseribed o it the preservation and prace
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tice of alniost all that was valuable in either arty
science, morals, os social prnciples and regula-
tions dunmg the earher ages of the world’s his-
tory, Lo masonry as an orgamzed nstitation,
combining the opcrahve and Jbe speculative, or
symbolic feature 3, based upon the science of geo-
thetry, cultivating the social and moral virtues and
distingmshed by many of the peculianties which
characterize it 1n our day, this class of writers
ascribe the construclion niot only of those magmfi~
cent piles of arcihtectural skalt and beauty which
adora the crues of Chrsstan Europe, many of
which were crecied for ecclesinstical purposes
during the earlier ages of the Christiun era; but,
also, the splendid edifices of the pagan countries
of the old world, the crumbling rumns and broken
columns of which. are stil} regarded with interest
and admiration by the tmvefter; as well as the
temple of Solomon, the taberaacle of Istacd, the
Pyramuds of Fgypt, the Ark of Noab, and the
cities which existed before the flood.  Another
class of writers ascribe to masonry a very remote
antquty,ard aterebute its onigin 10 various sources,
o Moses, to Solomon, to Pythagorus, Manes,
&c,, while others, again, who take pleasure in
derognunﬁ from the nonor justly dute to Free-ma-
sonty, and 1 represent:ng it s an institution of
groat pretengions with tittle ment, contend that it
18 of comparatively recent origin, having legiti-
mate claim to an existence of but a few centuries.
The truth undoubledly is, that Freemasonry in
its principles, is co-evil with human existence ;
and as aa organized institution 1w certainly dates
from an exceedingly remote penod of anfiquity.
To say nothing of the Egyptian, or more ancient
mysteries, the fraternity of Dionysian architects
which flourished at the time, and probably long
before the buslding of the first Temple at Jerusa~
lem, was distinguished by many peculiarities
which strikingly sssimilate it to our order. And
from that peitod, a thousand years or more ante-
vior to the commencement of the Christian era,
thera is very little difficolty in distinctly tracing
fl!s history down the stream of time to the present
ay.

The history of Freemasenry 1s of suffictent n-
terest amd pnpostonce to demand more than a mere
passing notice ; and yet I fear this is nearly all
which we shall be justified 1 vestowing upon it
on this occasion.  To the Jearmng and research,
the genius and labors of 2 Preston and an Oliver,
not to mention other distingmshed names, 1s the
Craft and the world ymmensely indebted, for the
hight which they have pourd vpon this great
subject,

Vithout entering at all upon the consideration
of what has been desigoated the conjectural, or
suppositious history of Masenry ; we may ebserve
that very many features of most striking resem-
blance are readily traced between wmany of the
ancient mstitalions, such as the Manicean, the
Eusenian, the Pythogorean, the Dionysian, and the
Eleusinian sysiems and that of Free-masonry.
Whether these marks of resemblance i connect-
tion with other considerations, are sufficient)
strong to identsfy Ma<sncy with any, or with al}
of these societias, is a question upon which a dif-
ference of opinion exists 5 but which bas been de-
cided affirmatively by authorities in competition
with which I am not disposed to venture my own
opinion.

in the British Islands and on the Continent of

usope, we are enabled to discover a perfectly
counected history of pur fraternity, extending 1o a
period far remote, which shows it 10 have been
charactenzed, hike oll other sustitations of human
organization, by allernate seasons of prospenty
and adversity; of advancementanddecay. Atone
period enjoying the greatest possible immunities ;
at another, subjected to the most tolerable per-
secutions. Now protected by goverament, patron-
ized by princes, and fostered by the church; and
then, proscribed by the civil power, and consig-ed
to wquisitotial tortures by ecclesiastical authenty.
When, during the Middle and somewhat earlier
Ages of the Christian era, the services of the
craft were required in the constructian of reli-
grons edifices, (for it must be borae in mnd that,
until a comparatively recent period, Freemasonry

was more particulatly an operative systern, en-
gaged in tha construction of material edifices. For
many ages the fraternity enpyed a mouopoly in
the construction of religious and cther public
edifices in some of the countries of Europe,
They travelfed from plare to place in companies §
binit Lodges or huts in the viemity of the work
they were about to engage in, and were free, or
exempt from faxation and the operation” of the
laws of the countuies 1 which they were em-
ployed. When the services of the csaft were re-
quired in the construction of churches, cathedrals,
monasteries, &ei, 1t was endowed by the church
with almost plenary indulgence, and the privi-
leges and blessings of pontifical favor were
freety aud richly showered upon it 3 but when
by practical skill in the arts, the cultivation of
the sciences, and, pethaps, more than atl, the ex-
emphiication of the prinesples of soctal and moral
virtue upon the broad basis of & common human-
ity, instead of the narrow hmits of an exclusive
seetaranism, ot bad exested the admirsuon and
lanted itsedt deeply in the affections of the en-
ightened portion of mankind, and had acquired an
almost immeasurable degree of popularity throughs
out all the countries of Christendom, the envy and
the jealousy of the ecclesinstical hierarchy were
excited against it, and its anathemas were loudly
enunciated fo crush and destroy the very mstitus
tion which had constructed nis cathedrals, built its
churches and its altars, and created for it that
grandenr by which sis pride and_vanity were so
largely nflated ; and to tus day Freemasonry, to
which Christendon is imdebted, not less, perhaps,
for the preservation, during the dark ages, of the
sountdest theological dogmaus and the purest princi-
ples and maxims of social and moral virtue, than
for the construction of the numerons stupendous
architectural edifices which are still the pride of
Eurog‘e and the admiration of the world,—to tis
day, Freemasonry is proscribed by Papal authos~
ity in every Catholic conniry upon the face of the
globe. In 1738, a most formidable Bull was
thundered against the wasons, followed, in 1739,
by a cruel edict against not enly freemasons thems
selves, but also against all those who gave them
the lsast countennance, promoted or favored their
caute, or were in any respect connected with
them; and this, too, sotwithstanding they were
ronfessedly n set of men agatust a single individu.
al of whom the slightest charge of either moral or
political offence was never made, It was merely
stated that the fratesnity had spread far and wide,
was duily and rapidly increasing, admitied men
of every religion whe bound themselves to pre-
serve with inviolable secresy the mysteries of the
order, and therefore they must be enemies to the
tranquility of the state, and dangerous 6 the spir~
nual mterests of souls. A fine of one thousand
crowns in goid, the servitude of the galleys, and
the toctures of the rack were, therefore, the pen-
afues denounced againstalt these who were daring
enough to breathe the wfectious atmosphere of a
masonic assembly ; and these penaltics, together
with death in its most cruel forms, have fre-
quently been inflicted upon men for the crime of
being freemasons, Nor has the ecclesiastical de-
nunciation of {reemasonry been exclusively con-
fined to Papal authority. Even in Protestant
Scotland, only abont one century since, in 1753,
the Associate Synod directed alt their kirk sessions
strictly to exemine every lperscm at all suspected
of being a freemason. A hst of questions in rela~
tion (o masonse ceremones and the admimstration
of masonic affairs was prepared, to which the
most implicit answers were demanded, on pain of
exclusion from all the ordiances and pnvileges of
religion. Thuis dispasition waated only the power,
whick happily 1t was never able 10 acquire, to
produce an active and cruel persecution. The
same disposition has been manifested i some
other Protestant countries, especially in some of
the German States; and, if I mistake not, has also
been evinced, and since the commencement of the
aineteenth century tao, by one of more ante-papal
sects even m thiy, your own, enlightened, hibarty-
loving country. But here we must leave the
subject of masonie hislory i connection with ec»
clesiastical dongs.
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