‘late.r‘times. “From What main division the. Indlan lan-

guages, are derived, our present knowledge will not

- perhaps warrant us in deciding, Tt has been attempt-

ed to'show that a similarity exists- between their lan-

‘guage/ and that of the people inhabiting the northern
parts/of Asia: from whence the same author* supposes
_them to have had-their origin.

Thereare great varieties of language used among the
different tribes of Tndians ; 3 but a]though they are seem-
ingly essentially dlﬁ'erem, yet possibly they may all
have had one origin.~ There are many causes for the
mumblhty of hnﬂua-*e. The two following; assigned,

among others, by Dr. Shuckfori, as reasons for the ge-

neral d‘VLl’alty of | lanouacrc, wnll apply fo. the” case of
the Irxdnn )

. The difference of climates w»l} m\enubly cause
a vanmon of language, because it will occasion a differ-

ence of pronunciation. It is.easy to be observed, that -
there ie a pronunciation peculiar to almost every coun-

try in the world; and azcording to the climate, the
language will abouw in uspirates or lenes, gutiural

sounds or pectorals, labials or dentals ; ‘a circumstance .-
which wounld niake the very same Ianguagp sound dif- -

ferent from itsell. . The Ephramites, we find, could not

pronounce the - lettex' schin, as their neigbboursjdid.* :

(Judg. xii. 6.) There is a pronunciation peculiar to

almost every province ; so that if we were to suppose

a number of men of the same nation and language dis-
persed into different parts of the world; the several

" ¢limates in which théir children would be born, would

so affect their pzonu{mc.atxon, as in a few ages to make
their language-véry different from one another.”

2. Another ¢ cause of the mutability of Innguage, is

the unsettled. temper  and disposition of riankind.

* The very minds and manners of men are contmually.

* The discovery of America and the arwm of the North
_ Ameétican Indians, by J. Mackintosh, p:neu? In the Ist chap-

ter we have shown this opinion of the of’iam of the pecple Is
the most probable’: and could we compare the two languages,
we should perhaps find as great a sumlanty as.can be expccwd

v/

at thxs ume.
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