
later times. From what main division the Indian lan
guages, are derived, our present knowledge will not
perhaps warrant us in deciding, It has been attenpt-
ed tosiow that a similarity exists between their lan-
guage) and that of the people inhabiting the northèrn
parts/of Asia: from whence the same author* supposes
theni to have hadtheir origin.

There are great varieties of language used among the
different tribes of Indiarns; but although they are seerm-
ingly essentially different, yet possibly they may all
have had one origin. There are niany causes for the
mutability of language. The two following assigned,
among others, by Dr. Shùckford1, as reasons for the ge-
neral divcrsity of language, will apply to. the' case of
the Indians.

The dierence.ofclirnates will insensibly cause
a variation ofl1anguage, because it will occasion a differ-
ence of pronunciation. It is.easy to be observcd, that
there is a pronunciation peculiar to almost ev-ery coun-
try in the world ; and acording to the climnate, the
language will aboundi in aspirates or lênes, guttural
sounds or pectorals, labials or dentals; a circumstance
which would raaake the very same language sound dif-
fererit fron itsëlf. - The Ephranites, we find, could not
pronounce the letter sclin, as their neighbours; did.
(Judg. xii. 6.) There is a pronunciation peculiar to
almost every province; so that if we were to suppose
a number of men of the same nation and language dis-
persed into different parts of the worid,; the several
climates in which thêir children iwould be born' would
so affect their pronunciation, as in a few ages to make
their language--Vry different from one another."

2. Another '-cause of he mutability of lenguage, is
the unsettled temper' and dilsposition of rankind.
The very minds and manners of men are continually ,

The discovery of America and the erigin of the North
Anelican Ihdians, by J. Mackintosh, pge/43. In the Ist chap-
ter we have shown this opinion of the origin ofthe people is
the most probable and could we compare the two languages,
we should perhaps find as great a similarity as.can be expected
at this time.
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