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islands, and amid muoch snow and ice. The southern branch

includes the nomadic Apaches, the industrious Navajos, and a

small remnant of Lipans in Texas, numbering, in all, over b

20,000. !
. 1. APACHES. i i

One of the most numerous branches of -Athabascan stock
are the Apaches, a fierce, nomadic nation, roaming over the
‘& Territories of New Mexico and Arizona, and Sonora and Chi- ;

huahua. Always a scourge and a terror to settlers, they have i

i held in check for many years the civilization of the country :
covered by their depredations. In 1831 Gregg wrote of them : ¢
¢“They are the most extensive and powerful, and yet the most
vagrant, of all the savage nations that inhabit the interior of : :
Northern Mexico. They are supposed to number 15,000 souls, i
althongh they are subdivided into various petty-bands and are
scattered over an immense tract of country. They never con-
struct hoases, but live in the ordinary wigwam or tent of skins i
and .blankets. They manuafacture nothing, cultivate nothing. ‘ ;
They seldom resort to the chase, as their country is destitute i
of game, but seem to depend entirely upon pillage for the sup- ‘
port of their immense population, at least 2,000 of which are
warriors.”

Steadily resisting all attempts at conversion by the mission-
aries, they gathered about them many of the disaffected tribes
and made frequent descents upon missions and towns, ravag- - .
ing, destroying, and completely depopulating many of them. -
Since the annexation of their territory to the United States
_they have caused much trouble, and an almost constant war- '
- v_;;/_‘:;’,ﬂfd.re hasbeen/k:ept up against them until quite recently. Suec- e
cessful military campaigns broke up their predatory habits,
and since then the efforts which have been made to gather
them upon reservations, where they could be cared for until
capable of self-sustenance, are proving entirely successful. At
the present time more than half the whole nation are on the
San Carlos reservation in Arizona, where they have nearly
T — 4,000 square miles, or over 2,500,000 acres, situated upon both _
" sides of the Rio Gila, between the one hundred and ninth and . i

one hundred and eleventh meridians, 400 acres of which are )

now under cultivation by Indian Iabor entirely, prodacing ..

10,000 bushels of potatoes, 2,000 bushels of corn, and large R

quantities of other vegetables. They draw their entire sub-
““sistence from the Government, but only in retaurn for labor
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