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Cabinet has yet dared to shape this thought and give it
utterance. Leading newspapers have told us that our
presence within the Empire is a source of danger, and
that the time for separation is approaching, if it has not
already come. Noble lords and erudite commoners
have sneeringly told us that we may go when we are
inclined. As yet, neither the Crown, the Parliament, or
. the people of England have deliberately avowed this
policy of dismemberment, although the tendency of
English thought and legislation daily deepens the con-
viction that the drift is all that way. We must wait,
my young friends, for further developments, not without
anxiety for the future, but with a firm reliance on the
goodness of Providence, and on our own ability to so
shape the policy of our country as to protect her by
our wit, should Englishmen, unmindful of the past,
repudiate their national obligations.
In the meantime, let us pray that our women may be
fruitful, that our numbers may increase, and let every
young Canadian feel that his country has not a man to
spare for the follies that enervate, and the vices that
degrade. See to it that the hardy exercises of the
country do not decline. Work is the universal strength-
ener of those who live by manual labor ; and those
whose occupations are sedentary, should counteract the
tendency of such pursuits by the habitual resort to those*
pastimes which give vivacity to the spirit and energy to
‘the frame. To ride well, to row, to swim, to shoot, are
essential parts of 2 gentleman’s education in every
oountry ; and to skate, to fence, to spar, and to handle -
the racket and the cricket bat with skill and dexterity,




