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an explanation
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“When the curtain went up and the
vast audience saw the premier: sur-
rounded by a 'large nu
toria’s most prominent cil
demonstrated that he
had the solid sympathy: of the gather-
ing, and when he ardse to receive the
address and presentation he was made
to feel that hig'efforts - in behalf of the
province were .most
preciated. When he.
speech and three ch
by the chairmand. the great audience
rose as one. person and responded
most vigorously. . ; )
On the platform with the premier
were, G, H. Barnard, president of the
Libergl=Conservative
the chair, Hon, R. G. Tatlow, minister
Hon. Dr. Young, provin-

mber of Vic-
tizens the in-

¢ handsomely ap~-
had concluded his
ieers were called
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Bolden, A.G.Sargison, W, C. Moresby,
A. Kerr, C. H. Lugrin, A. McKeon,
Stuart Williams, P. J. Riddell, #H. M.
Grahdme, A. Blygh, C. Sedewicky C.
George . Weeks, Lieut.
Muirhead, Sr.,
Harrison, R. Nutshell, B. E. Leason,
C. M. Blackstock, William Mable,"  T.
Redding, R. Ryan, A Henderson, D.
McIntosh, A. K. Muanre, H. C.'B.

Brigg,
H.“‘Maloney,

Roper, R. Eccles,

Capt. Ridgeway Wilson,
J. J. Shalleross, J. W. y o,
Warner, E. ‘A. Lewis, J. 8. ‘Heald, W.
H. Price, secretary and others.

The stage was !

draped with the
and decorated with
The Fifth Regiment band
Wwas present and discoursed music.
before the meeting and at the close.
In opening the meeting Mr. Barnard
said he was sure that it was great
gratification to' the premier to seé so
nany people gathered to welcome him
home from his important mission to
England—people .of «all. shades .of .poli~
tical ‘opinion—many who did not al-
Ways see eye .to eye with him, but
Who were with him heart and soul in
the cause for .which she had been to
Mr. Barnard-reviewed . the
history of British Columbia’s fight for
Better Terms from the earliest stages
! the movement down to :the pre-
knt, emphasizing the fact that it was
10t till Premier McBride made . his
Breat fight at Ottawa conference that
&y great hope of success.
dmission was obtained that this pro-
Vince was entitled . to special treat-
B‘en{- An effort had been made by the
‘minion government to kill the effect
aﬁmlssinn by attempting to have the
Words “final and unalterable” inserted
n an amendment to the B. N. A. Act
the Imperial government was
The result of that ef-
as fresh in the minds of every-
lon. Richard MeBride had de-
it By the work he had done
3 province he had /attained a
Sition in the regard of his fellow
* of British Columbia that was
aund unalterable. .
. Barnard’s apt cenclusion to: his
caused a-grand outburst of
He then presented Premier
! with the following address:
he Honorable Richard MeBride, K.C.,
M.P.P., Premier of the Province of
18
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“The Conservatives of the eity of
Oria desire to place 1
high appreciation of the valuable
rendered by you to the province
4 sh Columbia on the occasion of
" recent visit to London. in connec-.
th the demand of this province
3 tat the hands-of ‘the Dominion
1

testimony  to the
ility and acumen which you
4 to bear -in the successful ac-
shment of your

40000000000

Filling James Bay Flats.
er 4,500 cubic yards of the dry
h filling for the James Bay flats
been placed there by the coun-
The earth has been gathered in
places around the city and
led in waggons to the place. ,The
. R. has let the contract for. 'sup=
ng a portion of its filling to local
ractors and the street railway 18
pged in hauling it to the scene. The
the city is about’ sixty <cents
cubic yard and 5,500 yards remain
pe supplied during the present years .
Wil have to supply

very difficult

and to the fact that the efforts

wn, of the words “final and un-
ofe” thereby leaving it ‘open to
‘ovince to continue its battie for
“nd proper recognition at the hands
!* Tederal authorities.

‘our masterly treatment of this
l/cated and difficult questioh, both
awa at the provincial conference,

t year the city v
00 cubic yards.

Victorians Do - Honor to British Columbia’s|
Champion on His Return from Successful. |
Fight in London for Better Terms - - |

lead!nii statesmen of Canada.
‘We be;

in this province, and to express

the party to victories even greater
those‘won in the past, b

Signed on behalf of the Conservatives

July, 190 g
G. H. BARNARD. i

‘W. H. PRICE,
Secretary.
Premier McBride’s Reply.
Mr. McBride said  in reply: “Mr.
Barnard, ladies and gentlemen,—I can
at once confess that the very splendid

“You will, however, permit me to

heart I am grateful to the Conserva-

who have done so much to make my
home-coming so pleasant and so en-
thusiastic. :
“Immediately on coming into Brit-

tive committee,. extended me very
hearty greetings indeed. Further on,
at the city of Kamloops, a most en-
thusiastic réception, in which all the
citizens took part, was accorded me.

canyon, and finally reached my birth-
xt)lllace, th? ci_;y ﬂg; New Westminster,

. people .of . that good old .city, of
‘that p:f;gma;‘ dnd ’thgrig&g‘ 1<:(-'m"}tra of
industry, was very enthusiastic, and
weré very kind and’ very genuine in
the reception that they gave me. -

“IL next came to Vancoilyer on m:
way .to.Victoria, and there the'peogg
of. all politics, and all g¢lasses: were
more, than -anxious t6 shew me that
my return home was received all ovér
the province with jsplendid acclaim,
and that the people of this country
proposed to show me some. consider-
able measure of appreciation. i* %

“And now I come-to thé, giip‘gsg)l of
‘British® Columbia, beguti Viatoria,
‘the . ideal. city of Canada,;a: city %
which all British Columbians, ves, a
Canadiang, may justly be prou

lauge). it is inde

tt?% ge, as one Of
resentatives in theq local Hoj
‘may:T say-too, a splendid thi
colleagues, who represent yoy in. thai
legislative assembly that ‘the people
here seem to be anxious to show some
‘appreciation of the work which I
have aftempted in the: great eity ¢f
London = (Loud 'applause), 5
+ “I: gay -again, Mr. Chairman, mdbiﬁ
and .gentlemen,. b eg: of. you to. be
ligve me from the‘fﬁngqm%g my heart
-that I am grateful 'to you" for 'this
splendid attention which has been
shown to me.. . 4 sl RS

His Visit to' l{;ondon

don, there can be -no-question but!
what my visit there was very much
hastened by the action of the federal
parliament at Ottawa. ' Perhaps a
lance at the Hansard of the federal
‘house .at’ Ottawa’ fo comumence with
would show: that, some wéeks prior to
my Visit, it'was proposed 4t that place
 to .request the imperial’ government
to make the adjustments proposed by:
the conference of premliers ‘final angd
unalterable’ = It' was at once allowed
by persons on all sides that those
words were not at all unnecessary, In
the first place, in connection with thig

it was not necessary to go to Londony
England, to implement these pro-
posals. :

“However, Mr. Fielding was very
frank in his statements and he at
once in ‘'speaking to the house at Ot-
tawa admitted that it was proposed to
go_to Londonio close the door, as it
were, on the province, so that here-
.after they might not go down to Ot-
tawa for further, and perhaps better
treatment, if in the judgment. of the
people -of the different provinces they
felt that further and  better - treat-
ment should be shown to them. 1In
L other. words, though .unnecessary to go
to" London, the powers that bé at the
city of Ottawa, in order to guard
&gainst further claims made by the
different provinces in the way of ad-
ditional subsidies, proposed to get
from the imperial government a legis-
lative enactment which would show in
80 many words that what had been
pronosed by the commons and senate
jof Canada must be looked upon for all
time to. come as ‘final and unalter-
able’ So that you will see  that
hereafter, if British Columbia, smart-
ing under what she considered to be
i1l treatment, proposed to present her
cause to the government for the time
being at Ottawa, with-a view to se-
curing adaitioral treatment, all that
might be expected from that quarter
would bhe a reference to the imperial
government.. And the suggestion was
that British Columbia might ‘as -well
return’. home; and beé satisfied . with
Wwhat had been done.

Had Strong Ground.

“Well, ladies ‘and gentlemen, backed
up by a resolution of the Imperial par-
liament, and better than that, by the
will of the great people of British Co-
luinbia I felt that I was indeed occu-
pying very strong grounds when I took
my passage to London, England, with
credentials which would give me seme
standing -before the Liondon ‘authori-
ties. (Lioud and continued applause.)

“Immediately on my arrivdl in Eng-
lamd, I ‘submitted these credentials to
Lord Elgin, secretary ror the colonies
and I might say, sir, that the recep-
tions given me by that gentleman was
very hearty indeed.  He at once de-
monstrated a capacity to grasp the
qgunestion, and, from what I7could see,
appeared to be  very much concerned
with the situation. ' It was _ indicated
to me that the bill mecessary to earry
cut the wish of the federal parliament
at Ottawa had been practically fram-
ed and had it not been for British Co-
lumbia’s attitude, first in nbti!yil}g-the

{and in London, you hdve won for your-|
b-self an enviable position amongst thel

g to gsk your acceptance of the ||
accompanying piece ‘of plate as a token| |
of .the esteem and renewed confidence

in your leadership of. the Conservatives||

the |
hope that you will long continue to lead |1
than |

of -the ‘cﬂ_:zy of- Victoria, the 16th day of §
5 ]

President  Liberal Conservative Ass'n.| |

and hearty reception that you havel
given me here in my home city, Vie~|:
torla, tonight overcomes me. For thel:
moment I feel at a loss to find lan-{
guage with which I can properly show|
the appreciation of this splendid trib-|:
ute ‘that it most certainly deserves.|

say that from the very bottom of my||

tives of the city 'of Victoria, and tol
all the people of the city of Victoria,|

ish Columbia I was met by welcome.} !
It may interest you when I say that,
the people of Field, in a representas |

And then as I came along the Fraser g

readjustment, and in the next place

|regard to this question gene

'{largest sections of the country under
‘|one government im the whole of the
‘empire, the largest province in the
| Dominion of Canada and I cannot call
to mind a larger section of the em-.
Ipire under the control of the . local
. il government. .

‘& . ‘Why Extra Help Is Needed

i|tetration and we differ from ke other
‘I pravinces, “we are. surrounded on the
‘I'morthern boundaty by the territory
“{of Alaska, while on the south we are
i|bounded by the United States; we
Téach to the 49th parallel .to the Alas-

i}island and all the other islands to the

~itfmendous amount of work which de-
.{volves on the administration to look

pire, you anust admit that it is a very
i| whole .country- for. the - protection of
|{life and -property, appoint government
|and bridges. ana otherwise administer

‘| sider.that this: mandate- emanates from
a-population of between 275,000 and

‘tot its predecessors, but I claim, ladies

“|became ‘a settled ‘community she has
- |always had the reputatign of being a
‘|well governed "country, and she has
‘jalways'been looked upon with pride by
| Britishers' the Wworld" oviér a8 being an

1 Columbia was niot so ordered, and did
- inotyso continue as would have suited

“|think that in general it must be ad-

. |to which I have just referred, the very
fexacting conditions =~ which we @ are
i TR e {the jocal dnd home government of this
PREMIER ‘MCBRIDE

' 6o s e S PR B {aye, to the people of the British Em-
.. Who, was last eévening welcomed home to: ¥icteria ot R POORS CH

"Dlrl'.., Ty

Imperial authorities that I was. about
to proceed to Liondon and then by .fol-
lowing up that notification by - official
action by my own presence in the city
of London, it is likely that . further

interference whatever. .. ... g

Given Every Oppertunity. .
have my case fully presented ‘to the

the exception of three or four days, I

7

which,
Lord Elgin ‘and Sir Francis Hopgood,
Hamar Greenwood, M. P., private sec-

retary to Lord Elgin, when the ¢laims
of the province could be discussed in

% ldetail and ‘at 'great length. (Hear,
i ¥ 4+|hear.) &y
“With regard to my mission to Lon-|

Sir Wilfrid's Attitude.
“Now, sir, in"a few words, what has
been the outcome of my visit to Ton-
don, England? I was. obliged to go
there to face the resolutfon of the
federal government, which resolution
contained the words ‘final and un-

might say I had thé privilege, as well
as the pleasure, of discussing the ques-
tion with = Sir Wilfrid Laurier. I

'might say that Sir Wifrid Laurjer did
not appear to show the slightest dis-

position towards meeting me. He was

so~far as his government was con-
cérned, it proposed to rest upon the
resolution of the federal House) of
Cornmons, and that there was abso-
lutely mothing open in the way of a
road that might permit of some nego-
tiations between Ottawa and myself af
London, before the colonial depart-
ment. ‘ §
Went to Imperial Authorities
“wWell then, ladies and gentlemen, it
was undoubtedly my ‘duty to express
as strongly as I could to the Imperial
authorities the views of the parliament
of British Columbia, and gfeater than
that, the views of the people of the
province of British Columbia which
were embodied in the resolution and
the petition submitted to the 'local
government. After a stay of six weeks
I was enabled to obtain a provisional
letter from Lord Elgin, but I do not
think that I am privileged to'divulge

been submitted to the lieutenant gov-
ernor. However, I ~do' think ' that
I can tell you that letter said in so
many words that the bill to be sub-
mitted and passed by the Imperial
government would not contain the
words “final and unalterable.” (Ap-
plause). : 3 : :
*Furthermore, the c¢olonial secretary
had carefully gone into the case of the
province of . British Columbia, ' ahd

express any opinion with. regard to
the sufficiency of my mission, I was
nevertheless gratified by the assurance
of the colonial 3eécretary Jhat the

be dropped from the bill and thus the
way is left open to -Briti Columbia.

may be that now, we.will be in a pos-
to get a commission of enquiry. .

June b, amd next morning I present-
ed my reply to Sir Francis Hopgood.
Objectionable Words Struck Out

The proposéd amendment, the elimina~
tion of the words “final and unalter-
able” ~was'  then discussed. = Mr.

L]

mperial thouse
Vinston™ Churc
.able to meet the

will find that M
said that ‘while' n
wishes of the proviti
umbpia in its entiréty, yet
so tar as he could

steps.might have been taken, and. tHej
Jjectionable words would be el

y,nd. that the ob-
bill put through. without any outside, iR 45
L 2o
“However; let me ‘say at ofce-thati
1 hid fordship exhibited an'‘ankicly 1o sae!
that I was given evéfry ¢ppor ny‘é to.

. |4he length -and breadth of 'this coun=

.t?gm o1 : S RS
¢ er.. and | tiog for"a wetond, you must at bnce’ad-,
ecifig. mention~.of the -words sifii-
which ‘were so.-gbnoxious, .and furthers
‘more said that: these wards should be
eliminated., ;Accordingito ‘the rules of
the Imperial houseinf. commons: thers
was no debate at this stage of'ithe
bill, and -the next. official* proceedin
came about on the? secomd re ig
Now, gentlemen, My, Winstbn Church: |
ill;: though.he is under: sécretary
State;: is “the" spoke¥man of 'thé gove
ernment of England in the T
legislature, ‘and I @0 not think T am
far wrong when I say that he is"'the
adviser of Lord Elgin; and I think tha
there is more to Be placed on his opin=
ion than of the upper assembly.” Tt
appears to be-a part of the un
law of the land ithat all.great co
questiong must: conig before this mgn
t.the detdils of
can come Dbefore
ould. be, scarcely
‘expect them to
know' the pros and: fons of every col-
onial ‘question that come before them;
it is sufficient that~they are conver-
sant with the broad facts and are in-
reésting - themselves i thé matter.
om  the questions directed to me
personally. and ‘ethé® enquiriés made,
I could  see that matters appertaining
to Canada created ‘& very great
terest and were recelving their due
meed of interest.. - :

Répor‘ted Change of Frant

“Having accomplished this, I took
my passage home, and arrived in my
own country and’ finally ih my own
The third réading of the bill
came up on: June 27; and
home on the Empress of Ireland the
It is ‘with some concern
that I have to tell you that press dis-
patches specially: received: from Lon-
don say that Lord Elgin has proposed
an amendment te the British North
America ‘act which Wwill include these
objectionable terms,
words had been included by the in-
fluence of Sir Wilfrid' Laurier.
at once that, in face of the written
communications in’ my pocket, I take
1 stock in these dispatches in view
of the written declaration of the col-
onial office and the: Btatement of Mr.
Winston Churchill.
view of - these -statements;
consider that the imperial government
would ever consider. the -advisability
of going back on the.assurances that
were givehh to me and that, I have
given to the people of British  Colum-
(Loud: applause).

. Left With Assurances

“That intimation reached me this af-
ternoon and I at once commiinicated
with Lord Elgin and Mr.. Winston
‘Winston Churchill expressing my as-
surance that I tooki no stock in such
a rumor and stating ‘that J considered
it my duty to advise them of the re-
ladies and gentle-
men, I wish to be ‘emphatic, as em-
phatic:as the English language allows
jme to be, that.in View of the state-{
ment of the "colonial secretary and of
Mr. Winston Churchill,
government would not in any way at
all deviaté from the eourse it assured
me it would follew ‘out.
I was safe in leaving England.
think that the: keenes
hears me will agree
ceived an assurance in '‘whic
believe. . (Applause).

Would ‘Go Back to London
“I have not yet received  an
swer to the message. to which
referred, but .should. news be. received
that would make.: it patent
breach of faith had. Been committed or
was contemplated, then- I  think
would be my bounden .duty to make
arrangements, and spare no.effort.to

Imperial government, ‘and in thé course:
of the two months, during which time:
I was continuously in ‘London, :with,

had many opportunities offered me ' (of"
of course, I'tqok advdntage);.
when I could go before Mr, ‘Churehill,

e perinent TAST repethrd: - KA ‘0f{doubtedly we have in.a measurable
4 1, 5 4

colonial “ questions
these other men,. It

alterable.” 1 came to London, and T ir< that " we §

very frank, and very keen to show that

.and that these

the contents of the letter until it has’

-1 say that in

fully appreciated the circumstances of
my mission, and while he would not

words “final and unalterable” 'would

Thus . the final settlement betweeén the
foederal government at Ofttawa and
British Columbia is still left open. It

“Y may say that I received Lord
Elgin’s letter about 5 o'clock on the

partizan who
hat I had re-

“The next step takes me to the time |
when we went to the undef secrétary | -
of State for the Imperial government.

Churchill took oec¢asion to say that he
had been acquainted by Mr. Fielding
of the requirements of the province of
British Columbia, &and also by Sir

““Now, ladies and gent
that there can.be no di

vernments is a Vvery grave one, in-
eed. Here. we. have - one of the

! we are under a single admin-

ka boundary; we take in Vancouver

north. ‘When you consider the tre-

after all this great section of the 'em-

heavy -and eonerous responsibility in-
ed.. . - We are asked to. police thig

agencies, .appoint schools, build roads
the law. Go a. step further and-eon-

325, people, and it cannot be de-
nied that we are charged with a very
heavy- responsibility. = When that is
considered it must be admitted that
the government of this. country has
been carried out in a very hardy and,
let me say, a- tho-ouzhly British way.

-~ A Credit to the Empire.
“I care not how much you may cri-
ticize this loeal administration, or any

and gentlemen, since’ British Columbia

ideal comimunity in which to' live and
in which to hoid property.” ¢Loud ap-
plause‘).:_" e PR e ¢
“There may. have been  times and
occasions when- everything in British

the people of this country, and our
bréthern east of the mounfains, but I

mitted that despite the circumstances

obligéd to mpet in British Columbia,

country has always been most credit-
able 'to the: people of this island—and

= 1 :A Wonderful Achievement.s

- “Why fancy, gentlemen,  'the as-
-tounding - statistics which I ‘give ‘you,
when" ¥ tell you,’this handful ,of people
in . British~Celumbia has' constructed,
and - today ‘meintains  ‘fnearly - 9,000
mifles of trunk’ redd, nearly 7,000 miles
of trails, and ever so many- smaller and
‘perhaps less important highways and
‘means of communication ' throughout

“you ‘corsult stHore  statis-

mit on this detail dlone’there is s
ctént evidence 'of the great work -that
lies beforé the people of this province.
(Loud applause). i i

. “That is, it is the duty of the home
governing people to attract the atten-
tion not. oniy of our'sister provinces
east ‘of the mountains, byt of the Im-
perial authorities as well. = And.. ‘un=

extent .brought to 'bear upon , the
Situation the attention of ‘the dther
provinces ,6f the Dominion. We have
certainly. had this = acknowledgment,
that we are entitled to better terms.
(Hear, hear). . 5
Tardy and. Insufficient.
“But I say here tonight—to the peo-

ple_of Victoria, that that acknpwiedg:
ment -at: Ottawa, was!
very tardy fashion,
“Whije we gcknowledge you are up
gainst these :very hard,.conditions, and
hywhile - bec ulse qf -the permahent phy-
sical conditions 'which must be met
with in “the provinece of British Co-
lumibia, we ‘make this admission, yet,
at the same:time we: propose.in apply-
ing the remédy 1o apply it only in the
way of .§100,000 . per .ahnum, and that
for ten'years: sl bt Yl
Long:Sastained Fight.

“Now, gentlemen, in and out of
season, the government of British Co-
lumbia have followed up in a very con-
sistent fashion this question of “bet-
ter terms.” The present Lieutenant-
Governor, :Mr. Dunsmair, during  his
time in woffice, was very emphatic in
his protest to Ottawa against the
treatment that was being at that time
meted out to’ Britishi Columbia, and in
making his demand for better terms
and further . consideration for - the
rights of this country, I think he took
a position which is above criticism.
All the detafls were martialied in a
fashion which would very easily per-
mit of any member of the senate at
once ecriticizing the true position of
British Columbia. Mr. Dunsmuir did
not meet: with any substantial suc-
cess. ; d
“Next followed my friend Col. Prior;
who_sits to my right here this even-
ing, and during his term of office he
also made representations to the fed-
eral authorities for better treatment,
and outlined the rights of the province
to get better treatment at the hands
of the Ottawa authorities.

Ottawa’s Ultimatum.

“Then in 1908 the ‘present adminis-
tration took office, and that adminis-
tration took every care to foilow up the
pesition as‘had already been outlined
by Hon. Mt. Dunsmuir and Col. Prior.
Finally it was communicated to us
from Ottawa that there ~was some
anxiety being felt there that the ques-
tion should be considered, but that the
consideration must await a conference
of provincial premiers, And, of course,
this brings me back again to the cir-
cumstances that mean an adjudication
of our claims against the federal gov-.
ernment at Ottawa, and the statement
that we must take a million dollars
spread‘'over ten years, at the rate of
$100,000 'a year as a permanent settle~
ment of our ciaim and demands.

What Province Has Paid.

Now, then, ladies and = gentlemen,
perhaps it may be news to some of you
when 1 tell you that a very careful
analysis.of all of the authoritative sta-
tistics that may be found, and compiled
down in the city of Ottawa, will show
that since the province of British
Columbia has:come into Confederation
it has paid to the federal treasury at
Ottawa $20,000,000 in goid coins of
the realm more than she has ever taken
from that source in the way. of na-
tional government. Putting.it in this

i

the fathers of confeder-
oonsidered «for ‘a momeat

opinion but ‘that the decision of this|that the province of British Columbia
question affects the Dominion of Can-
‘lada as a whole more than it does any
|individual province which is but a unit
‘| in. confederation. - Time after time I
i|have stated on public platforms that
.| the responsibility. resting on the local

was  to be' considered as a financial
proposition from ‘which it was to be
expected Ottawa would eventually

draw profits. = If you look over the
Hansard at the time that this coun-
try was coming' into confederation you

will’ find that there were men who
thought enough of the country to come

out and look it over. You will find
that it was -the idea to  make one
national country which caused them to
bring the province imt> confederation.

(If you follow it out, and it ds well worth

following out,you will find that at that
time they looked wupon us with tre-
mendous suspicion. ' They never cou-
sidered that we would be a paying
proposition; . they alwavs = egonsidered
that the ‘country would be a drain in-
stead of being something td draw upon
to the benefit of the treasury at’ Ot-
tawa.  But since that time the prov-
ince of British' Columbia has paid into
3}68 gggmlnion- treasury the sum of $20,-

Cost of Railways
“But, sir, apart from that what has
British Columbia done in order to se-
cure railways? In addition to the
federal government receiving $20,000,-
000 they have also taken from the
province ‘& belt of land 40 miles wide,
extending -from tha eastern boundary
to tide-water, and, mark you, the very
land that is the_best in the province:
That isn’t all; come to our own. islanc;
the E. & N. railway, some 70 miles
Iong, was built and it cost “this prov-
incé and islahd some 2,600,000 acres
of land.  You will, fherefore, see that
anything. we have received is movte
than: balanced by the items to which
1 have referred. ek
/~Mpr. Fielding’s Stand
“Now, ladies and gentlemen, to men-
tion ‘once ‘again the opinion of thé
ministérs at Ottawa which were to be
“final ‘and -unalterable.” . Mr. Fielding
more than any other man, ‘and he is
the minister of public finance, asked
us to accept the bill with the words
‘final and unalterable’ and endeavored
to keep us frond coming to Ottawa in
order that the  bill might be passed.
‘Who was the great champion of pro-
vineidl rights ‘a few.years ago? Sir
Oliver 'Mowat, and yet Mr. Fielding
presumed to criticize me when I with-
drew from the conference in Ottawa.
(Loud applause). "iE :
Has Never Talked Secession’

“Why at one time he was going to
bring in a resolution that if Nova Sco-
tia did not get everything she wanted
she was going to secede. I have
never cried secession, and I never pro-
pose to do so. I am too good'a Can-
adian and too good a Britisher. 1
have too much confidence in our in-
stitutions to suggest ' for a moment
that because at-the first blush we have
not sverything we wanted that we
shpuld secede . I say that if we fol-
low up our attempt to secure our fair
and reasonable rights the day is not
far distant when we shall- secure jus-

tice. ; !
Should Carry on Fight

“Since landing In Quecbec L have had
the. matter discussed and the other
provinces are now fully aware that it
is. not a question of this province but
a national question :as well, and in the
days to come it will be more so. The
doctrine that I want to impose on you
is that this provinee and . the other
provinces, must be better-treatefl with
regard to donfestic

.- the shonl iti-
mately follow up  their grievances and
we can carry them to Ottawa. I will
leave it to the people to be-true to

same time- looking to our representa-

tives at Ottawa when: the proper time

arrives to assist. .(Applause).
Is-Not a Party Question -

“T say again, ladies and gentlemen,
this is not a party question. I am not
talking as a Conservative to Conser-
vatives, but as a Canadian to Cana-
dians.  When ' this. question next
comes before the voters; they in their
thousands, will ask' what can be ex-~
pect  from ' Ottawa? If you look
through  the pages -of Hansard the
efforts "of our representatives there
will not show much, more especially in
the last five years. It is more than
interesting to look over the pages of
Hansard and see what these wonder-

ing. (Laughter). - 5
Carried Out His Mandate

“I can only say in conclusion that
I believe I accomplished all that could

your commission to do what I could,
and I do not claim to have done. any-
thing worthy of particular note. There
are lots ‘and lots of men who 'could
have gone to London and performed
the mission as I did, but I went and
carried out the mandate of the prov-
ince’ with the will of the electorate
behind me. I found I had a strong
case, and my reception was kindly and
generous. -
Tribute to Winston Churchill

“1 would lMke to refer to the kind-
ness:of Mr. Winston. Churchill, who is
a. most interesting man, perhaps: the
most interesting man in imperial pol-
itics today. He Is a'man.of 32 years
of age, and yet had to confront people
in authority; a man of a strong mind
and ready grasp.

“You might notice that he is always
ready and willing to announce the pol-
icy of the government of the Old
Land. It is not for us to discuss that
policy. I mention him now simply ‘to
pay thig tribute to his' -worth 'as an
Jmperial stateaman.

Faith in Lord Elgin

also worthy" example of ‘an Imperial
statesman. May I again state that I
have not the slightest belief in the des-
patch I received this afternoon. Sir
Franels Hopgood was also extremely
courteous, and was always ready to
discuss matters in detail.

“Mr. Hamar Greenwood has lived in
England for a good many years, = a
government platform speaker, very,
very tactful, and diplomatic. Mr.
Greenwood is senior member for York.
He is next to Churchill, and occupies
a position of some responsibility. It
is only right to say that Mr. Green-~
wood is always to be found in his
place ready and willing, to discuss
questions ' relating to- this province,
and always anxious to take up any
line of argument and carry on a dis-
cussion .in order to - ascertain the
truth, ot

People May Know

“I feel that it Is my duty to make
these observations se that people may
know what it means when people talk
about going “to the foot of the throne”
and know what is to  be  expected.
(Loud applause).

“I" can only say that I shall always
treasure this, address as a souvenir
of this oceasion, and furthermore to
commemorate the demand of the peo-
ple of British Columbia for British
fair . play. (Loud and .continued

hree Cheers and Tiger
At the conclusion of the - premier's

Wilfrid Laurier. Now if you consult[get back to London so .quickly as

way, the, people of British Columbia,

" affairs. . I say
i s Tl D gl

themselves, and to support us at thel'

ful statesmen of ours have been do- iR

be done.. T went to London under|

“I also met Lord Elgin, who was

applause). 4

| cheers for éoﬂ.ﬁmaneThe

&

- and, un-

mistakably W .-* The ' three
cheers. Wyere fo

“He's a Jolly Good Fellow,” every-
body who could:sing, and some Wwho
could not; joined in the eld familiar
song.

iy Sor o
&M‘! ~'u¥3x§ t%gteh with

Three cheers for His Majesty the

King, ‘and -the. . national ' anthem
brought the' meeting to a close. The

. premier was delayed for some time by
people anxious to ‘shakeé him "by the
hand -and effer-their congratulations.

. Handsome Present .
‘The present which accompanied the

address was greatly admired by all

who saw it. /Tt consisted of & large
sterling silver t3a and coffee service
encloged 'in 4 leather - covered and

plush lined case. On a silver plate on

the cover of the case was inscribed:
“Presented to the Hon. Richard Mo~
Bride, K. C.. Premier of British Col-
umbia, by the Conservatives of Vic-
toria in consideration of his success in
London, in ~'maintainicg | provinelal
rightsi " Jmlpsa8, 29097 .7 & T
T Letters of Reghet ‘

The following letters 'of regret, re-
ceived by the ‘secretary,-were read by
the chairman at the opening of the

eeting:

o < “¥rictoria, B.C., July 14, 1907,
W. H. Price, Esq.,

.. Sec. Victoria Conservative #Ass’n.
Dear Sir.—I did not receive your in-
vitation until this evening, my messen-
ger. having forgotten to deliver it—Kkept
it in his pockét! Many' thanks to the,
president, ‘but really I cannot attend on

th%pla.tfonjm. $ 2 Y
f course: 1 consider the premier to
have -obtained . a  brilllant ‘victory, of
grave importance not only to British
Columbia but.also Canada at large.

2 J. 8. HELMCKEN.
Winond, 'Gorge’' Road, July 14
‘W. H. Price, Esq.,

Sec.’ Vietoria Conservative Ass'n.
Dear Sir.—Excuse my not replying to
the invitation of the Victoria Conserva-
tive association to occupy a seat on the
platform ®8-morrow night. I only re-
turned this ' morning from upper coun-

try, when I received your card. I am

srrry, as. I am in entiré sympathy with
the movement, that I cannot attend on
account of .previous engagement niade
some time dago. 1 .

7 THOMAS ELLIS.
Victoria. July 13, 1907.

‘W. H. Price, Bsq., " '’

Sec. Victoria Conservatiye Ass'n.
Dear Sir—It is with: regret that ow-
ing to the absence of one .of my assist-
ants from the:city, I shall be unable
to. be present on nday evening next
to welcome the Hon. Richard McBride
on his return from England, but you
have my best wishes for a. most gener-
ous and hearty . reception, which he
most - truly. deserves at the hands of
every true and faithful British . Col-

umbian, o
THOMAS SHOTBOLT.

—

Welcomed  at Kamloops.
Kamloops Standard: Premier Mc-
Bride passed through Xamloops at
10:15, and during the short stop at
the station an . impromptu receptioh
was held to.welcome him. Although
the notice was. short about three hun-
dred people had: turned out and were
present with the R. M. R. band when
the train pulled in. 3

As Mr, McBride stepped  from the
train’ hée “was” ‘hurfiedly grested by
those néagr.and went ag once to the
band stand, where J, T Rohingon; pre-
sident’ 6f ‘the Kamloops, ‘Central; Con-
servatiye ~AsSociation, spike s hriafly,
conveying to ‘the premier the hearty
congratulations. of .the: people ‘of this
2 t'ss(?“ :gs o ’ﬁsm“m
his smisston to Lot -hegrt!
welsbming ¥ tizh Col-
after

< . A m cent b ;
presented to Mr. MeBride ' the
little

address by Baby Evans, ' the
daughter of W. H. Evans. . ,
In reply the Premier expressed ‘hi‘g
extreme satisfaction with the ndture
of reception, coming as it did so un-
expectedly. " He  felt that it showed
that the people, irrespective of party
leanings, were in . .accord with his
efforts to ‘secure recognition of the
province’s ‘claim and the elimination
of the ‘words in the Subsidy bilt which
had been inserted as a perpetual Lar.
He had endeavored fo kegp, the mat-
ter of Better Termg entirelv free from
party aspect, considering: that it was a
domestic. qunt_i,o&: not. @ ‘parfy . one,
The provinee was )

\ " now ‘at liberty to
continue. the fight for adequate terms,
and he believed success to be within
measurable distance: S
After the Premier closed, three
cheers and musical hénors' from the
. M. R. band prought the proceedings
to a close, and Mr. McBride, accom-
panied by Hon. F. J. Fulton and Mr.
Manson, M. P. P, for Dewdney; re-
turned to the train.» - ;
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* ( From Tuesday’s Daily Colonist) 3

Gave Dance for Guests.

Mrs. A. Koenig, of Shawnigan Lake
hotel, gave a delightful dance to her
guests and campers on Saturday;
which was ‘enjoyed by evérybody.

; Masonic. Pin Found. i
-The city: detectives have 1in their
possession ‘a gold Masonic pin for
which they are seeking an owner. The
pin - was found and brought to the de-
tective’s office.

Example of Enterprise

The enterprise of Killarney, a small
town in Manitoba, is strikingly illus-
trated by the. receipt in the mail of
three striking hangers, handsomely
gotten up in vivid .colors.. The town
has an: annual fair held; July 30 and
August, and the hangers are sent out
advertising- it.

Local Men Are Practising

Quite 'a large number of local rifie-
men will take part in the annual mat-
ches of the British Columbia Rifle as-
sociation . which will be:held in Van~-
couver -a. week from next Saturday.
They are putting in a lot of hard
preparatory work at ‘the Clover Point
rifle range and some good scores are
being strung up.

Action is Dismissed.

An actidn to recover $175 commis-
sion on the ‘sale 6f a house and lot,
brought by Drury &. Macgurn against
H. T. Knott; was heard in the county
court by His Honor. 'Judge Lampman
yesterday, the suit  being dismissed
with costs.’. J. .Lawson appeared for
the plaintiff ahd H. B. Robertson for
the defendant: .

Enquiries From East.
F. M. Logan, . provincial commis-
sioner of live stock and inventor of
the model ‘cow stall, which has lately
been brought to the attention of the
dairymen and stock raiserg of British
Columbia, and is noW extensively used
by them, ig daily in receipt of enquir-
jes about his invention from peints in
Ontario and Quebec, where if has bé-
come known through the ‘medium of
journals: that find their ‘way into the
homes of farmers. Mr Logan. intends
to offer models for exhibit at eastern
fairs. - The invention has not been
patented, and any farmer is privileged

speech the chairman called for three

to manufacture these stalls for him-
self. . : i

1
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