Prosperous  Workmen Driven
" From Occupations—Well
Satisfied Before,

From the Nelson Miner, Dec. 14,

Commissioner R. C, Clute, appointed by
the Dominion government to inguire into
the conditions affecting the mining inter-
ests of British Columbia, the alleged impor-
tation of allen labor, etc., opened court in
Nelson yesterday, but as no previous notice
had beem given of the sitting, the attend-
ance was small. There were only two wit-
néesen_ examined—in fact only two were
available. . i

elicited fact that the witness
ried lunch ;::n{ into the mine with him
Also that under the ten-hour system ‘fe
men lost considerable time, half an gour

he did not'hthlni ‘more n
work was done. ; i
Mr, Wilks: *Is the 8,verage miner at the
King a good miner in ‘your opinien™”

“No, sir.” 2
The Commissionsr: “W‘]‘;y?"
““They have had no expevience.™
Mr. Wilks: ‘‘“What is the proportion of
good miners?”’

&) i 0% 3 ?' i : en |
;::!ened to work im districts where they |
couid work ten hours at a ‘proportionately
larger wage than to ‘work q:ht hotrs at
at least, through ;l:;in. , Where- smaller wages. :

i ™

Further Details of the Reported Find
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rukon Sun says: |
* 84 Dieeovered’a year ago and attract-
ing the attention of many people a short
time ago, ower 200" claims 1,500x1,500

stood, have closed down for the season.

The Granite and. Banner, Camp Mc-
Kinney, have ceased operations. It is
understood that there are negotiations
proceedinm g in the Hast for the purchase
of this

dings, etc., have been erected.
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be set aside as & nucleus for a sick bene-

ry railway was
delayed a little a week ago by a rock
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on a war
ved the’

priyme B e B T
8. cticable @ -any form
‘administration for the mobilization of a
radm rge body of men unless the existing
#mall units of varying strength are in-
creased in numerical strength, and made
mp to a uniform establishment. Regi-
ments of cavalry, batteries or artillery,
and battalions of infantry, he maintains,
must necessarily be of uniform strength.
The suggested change cowld be carried
out gradually. .

The General believes that existing bat-
talions ‘which are weak should be com-
bined into provisionmal regiments with-
out interfering with their present iden-
tity, In time of war these battalions
would revert to their original status, and

s vy for augmenting them ‘there are circumstances which should
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THE PACIFIC CABLE,
i e Sy

Buggegfion That Construction of Rivy
. Praject May Be. Responsible for
i - " Reeent Neglect, -

From the Toronto Globe.

/. What' has beeeme of the all‘British

> ‘Pacific cable scheme? Nothing has been

heard of it for some months now. Does
South Africa monopolize the attention
of the Colonial Office to the exclusion of
all other questions? Howsoever it
may concentrate attention on itself,

make the subject of deep-sea cables of
more than wusual interest at this june-
turg. It was only the other day that
owing to some defect in the means of
communication between South Africa
and the mother country the whole Em-
pire was left to guess as to what was
going on at the front. The list of the
dead and wounded at Modder River was
delayed in spite of the matural anxiery
of relatives of soldiers to ascertain how
the husband, son or father had fared
in the fray. It is easy to imagine how
vital such an interruption of communi-
cation between the various portions of
‘the empire might at any time become,
It would be thought, then, that now
would be a particularly likely time for

People of Great B
Hopefully feor
in Africs

While Boers Are Prd
~ ident McKinley.
for Peag

rty. ; .
City ﬁn";ﬁm O. B. Alston is engaged | gjide near 'Shield’s Landing on Lower

“Probably half.” . ' in making investigations as to the possi- | Axoe lake. - The passenger train ran

would furnish the nuclei for strong regi-
Mr. Wilks: “If the Sflver King paid

- the Imperial government to be con
H. Tolmi the first witness feet in eize, were staked in this locality i he Ceneral,_has  sopastedly all pros romised. o
Mr. R. H. mie was e

examined. He deposed:

“] am gemeral secretary for the Silver-
Lead Mines Association of Slecan, and the
Nelson District Association.” The di
-covered by these associations are the Slocan
.and Nelsom mining divisions. The'members
«of the association include the principal
imine owners in these districts.”” Asked &
he was acguainted with fhe rate of wages
ruling in the Slocan prior to Ist of June
last, he said it was $3.50 for a day of an
‘hours. :

Mr. Clute said he had been informed that
a nine dour shift prewailed at night.

Witness was asked what action had been
taken ‘hy his associagion to procure miners
for -the mines in the district.

Mr. Tolmie replied that men were adver-
tised for at these raftes: Hand drillers, $3;
machine men, $3.50; miners . in shafts, $3.50
to $4; carmen, $2.50 to $3; shoveHlers, $2.50;
laborers, $2.50; blacksmiths, $3.50 to $4,
‘tindbermen, - $3.50 to $4. -

“What did you €e to procure men at the
rate of wages advertised?’ .asked Mr.
«Clute.

“] had several 'enquiries in response to
ithe advertisements, anu answeéred them,”
'was the reply.

‘“What else did you do?”’

“That was as far as my duties as secre-
itary went. When men came to me in San-
«don and appliefl for work I @irected them
to the mines.”

“Did many come?”’

“Not more than a dozen interviewed me

$350 per day Instead -of $3, would they gel
better men?”’ i S E
h I pose they “would.

; Mr?s'Orogallet “Had we 'better miners
‘before the eight-hour law came into foree?”
‘“You had. There were some 5f the best
men who ever came inty the distriet.’
The Commissioner: ““Will a miner do as
much work in €ight hours as he will in
ten hours?” :

“If he is a good miner on hammer work
he will, On machine work h2 will not,
because you cannot ‘dfive a maehine.*’

William Tarvey, another miner froia the
Silver King, was called. He stated that he
had been miining for forty years. Asked
about his wonclusion us to, what a geod
miner could do at hammer work under the
two systems, he said: *I belleve a good
miner will do as much in eight lbours as
in ten, for a hammer man wha works faith-
fully will 'be ‘tired ocut after eight honrs’
work.”

Mr. ‘Campbell: “How was it working un-
der the old system?”’

“I -was ‘more exhausted after being in
the mine ten 'hours, but don’t think T did
any more work.”

John Doherty was sworn next. He stated
that 'he ‘had ‘been a_miner for 45 years, and
and American citizen, and had Yeen at the
Silver King mine since June last. Witness
stated that he was about to take out narur-
alization papers. He also siated that good

and recorded within the past six weeks.

is given as the left bank of the Yukon,
soviln miles above Dawson, It is neither
a deposit of placer gravel nor a guartz
jedge. As defined and described by ome
of Dawson’s best known metallurgists,
it is an oxidized mass of quartzotic por-
phyrite rock, containing more or less free
gold throughout the porous oxidized ma-
terial, as well as in the beccia and hard
quartzite. :
“ Twenty-six of these claims have been
secured by such well known men as
James O. Nichols, George O. Hayne, S.
S. Tobin, Ronald Morrison, James Bell,
John 8. Day and others, and have been
pooled with a view of joint opérations
on a gigantic scale. Mr. Hayne Ileft
Dawson on the steamer Clara on the
13th October, with the purpose of visit-
ing London as the representative of the
parties named and carrying the neces-
sary preliminaries for the prosecution of
the work contemplated. It will be neces-
sary to erect stamp mills of immense
proportions to handle this ore. i
“The assayer above alluded .to stated
to the Sun’s representative that samples
assayed by him ran as high as $400 per
ton in gold, while Mr, Nichol states that
assays as high as $860 have been ob-
tained, and that the lowest assay thus
far obtained was $28.

“ This story, we must confess, sounds

“ The exact locativn of this ore body | Boun

bility” of obtaining water sup from
dary creek north of the city.  He
is finding tl‘lie t;l;u rt;gmt ﬁﬂl’;e::nch to
the city, and w! at has ascer-
tained he will be in a position to know.
whether or not it will be necessary to go
further up the creek. It is probable,
however, that it will be necessary to do-
s0. The city engineer strongly favors
a system of gravity as opposed to a-
pumping station, and says it will pay the
city to imcur a much greater initial cost
in conveying the water by pipes thqn
erecting a pumping station which will
entail a constant expenditure for opera-
tion and maintenance.’ It will be neces-
sary to go high enough up in order to
bring the water to the highest residential
points. After the waterworks investiga-
tion has been concluded, the question of
sewerage and drainage will next have to
be considered, and Mr. Alston is in com-
munication with various cities as to
septic tank and ' other systems which
would be adapted to the conditions of
this ecity.

Greenwood, Dec. 13.—B. M. McEntire,
manager of the Review, Myers Creek, ar-
rived in town on. Monday. He says that
they are drifting on the 200-foot level with
a well defined lead six or geven feet wide.
Six men are at wark, The property never
looked better than it does at the present

down the mountain side.

horns, grafters and
around town.
here,
cordance with the request Constable D.
make his headquarters here in the future,
known on the force, arrived in Phoenix
Thursday night to remain permamently.
Phoenix will enjoy electric lights con-
places at one and the same time.

and C. 8. Collins at its head were award

into the obstruction and narrowly es-
caped being ‘hurled hundreds of feet
: Fortunately
no one was hurt, The next day a freight
train got beyond control and ran off one
of the legs of the switchback, the cars
piling up one on the other, and killing a
tramp, who was stealing a ride, Trafiic
delay -was of short duration in each

case,

Since Black™ Jack took his departure
several days since, there has been a
gradual shrinkage of the number of tin-
sure-thing men

This place has been recognized at last
by the placing of a provincial constable |
Application was made a couple of
months ago to have this done, and in ac-
J. Darraugh, of Cascade, was ordered to

Mr. Darraugh, who is well and favorably

currently with Greenwood. 'That is to
say, the lights will be turned on in both

Since
the syndicate having Duncan MecIntosh

ed the contract for furnishing Green-
wood with electric lights, and also for
building a tramway ‘between the tweo

pointed out that Canada pays fless per
head of its population towards the de-
fence of its own territory than amy other
country in the world, the per capita pay-
ment in Canada being only 33 cents, as
against 44 cents in New Zealand and
Cape Colony. and 66 cents in Awustralia.
Frrance spends on her army $3.28 per
head of population, Germany $2.16, Hol-
land $1.95, Switzerland $1.55, and Great
Britain $2.24.

The General has talked the matter over
with the minister, and Dr. Borden will
announce the government’s view of the
General suggestions when the esti-
mates are brought down.

At different points in British Colum-
bia, Rossland, Nelson, Kamloops, Kaslo
and Revelstoke, effective rifle companies
exist, It is proposed to constitute them
into a regiment of Rocky Mountain
Rifles, and to bring them together each
year for twelve days’ training.

KIPLING TO THE VOLUNTEERS.

London, Dec. 19.—Mr. Rudyard Kip-
ling addressed a meeting at Rottingdean
last evening, called for the purpose of
forming a Volunteer company.

RAILWAY FREIGHT RATES.:

New York, Dec. I%r——As a result of the

about all projects which promised to
mgllke such isolation reasonably improb-
able.

It is nearly six months since we were
all congratulating ourselves that every
difficulty threatening the Pacific cable
scheme had been overcome, and that the
mysterious influences that interposed one
barrier after another had at length been
effectually defeated. But our hopes in
this regard seem to have been ill-founded.
So far as the .general public can see, we
are no further forward to-day than we
were on the 6th of July last, when our
representatives were told that the Im-
perial government had come over to the
colonial view and had determined to con-
struct the work along with the colonics,
on the principle of partnership. That
was a great point gained. It seemed the
end of all difficulty, indeed, and there
appeared to be mothing to do but go on
with the work. Not a step in that direc-
tion seems to have been taken, however.
What is the cause? We cannot suppose
that a great department of the Imperial
government is so ill-organized that it can
only deal with one great subject at a
time. The principle of the cable having
been decided on by the Minister and the
government, the carrying of it out would
fall to the officials of the proper depart-
ments, and we cannot believe that the
hundred and one interests of the em-
pire are allowed to stand still because a

Frenchmd

By Associated Press.

London, Dec. 23.—Not
past has London been in
as confronts her this C
to meet it there has arise
which by its virility ang
admiration even from he
tinental éritics. The cd
foreign papers—at least
printed here—are couche
more friendly than when
a speedy victory awaite
As repeatedly asserted, tl
hood of Buropean inter:

W. T. Stead in the Dai
day has a very alarmi
which he has visions of
Jamieson raid by 6,000
London in the absence ¢
fleet.” Mr. Stead points

places, -the above mentioned gentlemen
have not been idle. The franchise called
for lights'to be turned on in Greenwood
within ninety days from November 8
last. _Not‘only. will this be done, but
_gllzoemx Bﬁazloﬁgzoﬁoﬁe&lgﬁﬁuﬁ as to create a very serious disturbance
of charges is incorporated in the by-law | i trade relations, %

passed by the Greenwood city council, o

and the assurance is given that the Same CONSUL AT PRETORIA.
prices will prevail here: —

what in his opinion n
plished, and says: “To
appear to do, upon the
number of raw recruits,
citement and stimulus of
fever, is to rely on a broke
wich arsenal might see 4
color flying over Westmin
fore the firet of the new
have learned to handle a §

time. The bunk house has been completed
and so0 also has the survey of the claim.

R. Mechin, mining broker, Montreal,
and Mr. BErnest Beck, atorney, Chesaw,
arrived in the city on Sunday from Myers
Creek and are at the Armstrong. Mr. Mec-
bham, during hig visit to that camp pur-
chased the Poland China group and a num-
ber of other smaller claims for a Montreal
company. The Poland China, next to the
Review, is being: developed. Mr. Mecham

war is proceeding in South Africa.

The delay is all the more annoying be-
cause it is but a chapter in a history
that consists chiefly of delays. Whether
rightly or wrongly, the colonies have at-
tributed these delays in the past to the
machinations of the Eastern Extension
Cable Company, and it will be hard to
convince them ‘that the same influence
is not still at work. This view is sup-

iiners would do as much work in cight.|almost incredible. If future develop-
g:):: as they Tormerly did in ten howrs, [ ments prove to be rellablt'—'wei], ‘we
and would do it.more cheerfally Personally |shall see what we shaa:ll see ! :
he accomplished fully as much. Th2 fore-| “ James Bell is credited wx‘th being the
man in charge of the work should be able |discoverer of this reputed ‘XKing Solo-
to tell how much work was accomplished imon’s Mine’ in embryo, and if the ex-
now in comparison with the old system, |pectations _of hlg associates are not
but they could not determine closely, be- | widely amiss, he is in imminent danger
cause the.cdlass of men was poor. Soldiers |of being burdened in the not very remote
and sailors were often hired, but experi- |future with both wealth and_ fame.,”

protests of shippers the interstate com-
merce committee has set December 12
for hearing the proposed advance in rail-
way rates. New York merchants claim
that the proposed advance iz so radical

directly.”

“Did you go ito any of the United States
cities to procure help?”’

“I did not. I did not enter into any con-
tract for the introduction of alien labor,
nor did I get:any one to aet for me. No
such contracts were entered into to my
lknowledge. I believe that up to May, 1899,
the feeling between mine owners and min-
ers was perfectly harmonious.”’

‘‘Has there 'been a.breach of the alien
labor law in :southern British Columbia to
your knowledge?”’ .

“Not to my knowledge,”” replied the wit-
ness, \

Mr. Campbell asked witness if he was
aware of the number of men the Silver-

Mr. Campbell asked how many employ-

He answered: ‘They advertised for
2,500 men. With the mines in full oper-
ation about that number would be re-
quired.”

Mr. Campbell asked how many unemploy
ed miners there were in the Slocan at tae
time of advertising. 3

Witness: *“Speaking of Sandon, I should
say about 100.”

“Could a sufficient number
of British Columbian subjeets be obtained
for the. mines if they were working full
<capacity 7"’

Witness: “Not at present.”

To Mr. ©ampbell—“‘Of the dozen or so
men who applied to me I can only recall
one who went to work,”

‘“What reasons did these men assign for
not going to work?”

“Two' of them' told me that they were
met by thé union-men awd teld not to go to
work,”

Mr. J. J. Campbell deposed: “I am con-
nected ‘Swith %ﬁll Mines assistant man-
ager .and chiéf. decountant, and am secre-
tary ofthe/Nelsor’. Mines Association.’

Mr. sChutes " ““Are the conditions between
Slocan and Nelson different?”

Witness: ‘‘Yes, and not alone between
the two divisions, but also between mines
in the Slocan.”

Witness proceeded to explain the differ-
ences, and added that the conditions which
would induce men to choose would be the
proximity of the mine to town, the bun'e-
house accommodation, etc., rather than the
quality of the ore. Most of the mines in
the Nelson division were at work.

“Have you had any difficulty in getting
men at the Silver King?”

‘“Yes, during the current year. Until
this eight-hour law was established I never
heard of difficulty or trouble of any kind
between the men and the mine owners. Tae
relations with the men at the Hall Mines
are pleasant enough now, We require more
men now, and although our relations are
pleasant we have not done as much work
or employed as many men. We find a dif-
ficulty in getting skilled miners. The de-
mand is greater than the supply. There
has been no strike or shut down in the Sil-
ver King.”

Mr. Clute invited any of the working
miners present to testify.

One of the union men explained that their
principal officer, Mr. Wilks, was away at
Moyle, and would be back. next evening.
The speaker said that he did not think any
of the men would care to give evidence
until Mr., Wilks’' return.

There being no other available witness.

the court adjourned until 10 o’cloek this
morning.

(Nelson Tribune, Dec. 15.)
Commissioner Clute held another session
of his inquiry at the court house yesterduy.
The witnesses who testified represented the
mine cwners exclusively. Mr. Clute drew
attention to the fact, and expressed the
hope ‘that before his mission in the city
closed representatives of' the workmen or
miners’ union would offer their testimony
in order that the inguiry might attain the
fullest possible seope. - J. J. Campbell, sec-
retary Nelson Miners’ Assoclation, was
again present. ¥ v
The first witness called was Robert W.
Grabam, a machine man, who has been em
ployed at the Silver King mine for the past
year. He testified that he had been doing
contract work. During the month of Nov-
ember he had made $5.90 per day, In July
and August, with overtime, he averaged
$6.40. For the ‘first three months he was
there he averaged $4, and the least was
$3.20. The witness said he cevid do as
much work in eight hours as in ten. Four
men, including himself, working together.
owever, had not accomplished as much as
would have been the case in ten hours, In
machine work ome could not get as much
work ‘out of a machine in eight hours as in
ten. With the average Jnep he would say
that employers would get more value out
of men hired under the ten-hour system,
In big-opinion there.was not enouzh niners.
Miners were constantly wantei up where
he was working. He was nor '  temher ‘of
the union.

'l ground -sufficient to reduce the earning of

ber 30, 1898, to Mareh 1, 1899, $700,824; from

enced mniiners were scarce, and of f_our
partners who worked with him two had
never been in a mine before.

Henry E. ‘Croasdaile, general manager of
the Hall Mines, was placed on the stand.
As to the amount of work accomplished, he
stated that he could give evidence as to
actual facts. The Silver King bhad aever
stopped working, though undermanned for
a time, In mines where hammermen only
were employed the effects of the eight-hour
law was not so ‘great as in ths case of
mines running machine dritls. 'The best
evidence he could give regarding the earn-
ings of miners was to give amounzs carned
by contractors for the first dve months in
1899, and :then for five months following
June 1st. The '‘same rate per foot was al-
most ‘uniformly paid. Tha main difference
was in the case of an upiraise, when a
higher rate of wages was paid after June
1st. Taking the average earnings per man
prior to June 1st, they got $4.48 per diem.
The average for five months after June ist
was $3.48, so that he could prove the en-
forcement of the eiglit hour iaw wmade a
difference of $1 per day. lie 4id co: think
there was any change in the quality of the

the men after June 1st. A statement was
filed giving the figures in detail. The Hall
Mines represented an investment of $1,351,-
147, and the smelter $190,881. Of the men
employed 92 were British subjects and 32
aliens, the latter being American subjects.
The output of the mine for the year prior
to the eight-hour law was 53,470 tons, and
from October 1, 1898 to September 30, 1899,
the output 'was only 30,757 tons, The pay
roll for the year ending September 30, 1898
was $212,485, for the first six months of
1899, $102,143; and from April 1 to Septem-
ber 30,1899, the sum was $88,220, showingz
a decrease in the last six months of $14,-
000, due, 'he believed, to the operation of
the eight-hour law. The output of the
smelter for the six months ending Septem-
ber 30, 1898, was $733,347, and from Octo-

April 1, 1899, to September 30, 1809, $375,-
306, or 50 per cent. less during the last six
months. This was largely due to some of
the mines being closed down. In the year
ending ‘September 30, 1898, the payroll at
the smelter was $117,536, and in the follow-
ing year it was only $91,555.

E. Nelson Fell, general manager of the
Athabasca gold mine, was the first wit-
ness examined after lunch. He states that
$100,000 was invested in the property out-
side of the purchase price. At the present
time 125 men were employed at the mine
and mill. The company was paying $3 to
miners, $2.50 to muckers, and at the mill
$3 and $3.50 to mill men and $2.50 to labor-
ers. Under the ten-hour system $3.50 was
paid to miners and $3 to laborers in the
mine. When the final announcement of
the eight-hour day was made, Mr. Fell noti-
fled the men that wages would be reduced
fifty cents per day, and a reduction made in
the rate of board from 37 per week to
$5.50 per week. This was discussed at a
meeting of the men. Later the whole force
came down the hill, four miners and haif
2 dozen other men being left. In about
ten days applicationg for work began to
come in, and by July 1 about 25 men were
at work in and about the mine. By August
1 the number had imereased to 50, and since
then there has been no lack of labor. Of
the men at the-mine 64 were British, 21 Am-
erican;, 6 German and 14 Swedes. .In re-
Spouse to a query he expressed the opinion
that there was a large surplus of men Just
now, but the present circumstances were
very uausnal.  During the summer season
there was usually a lack of miners. Ask-
ed as to whether there were sufficlent Brit-
Ish sdbjects in the comntry to man the
mines, he replied in the mnegative, .He
kuew of no friction between the men and
the employers at the present time, and his
view was that if patiemee and forbearance
was exercised on both sides an amicable ad-
justment would be reached. o

Samuel 8. Fowler, mining engineer, went
on the stand. He gave some technieal Infor-
mation regarding the Ymir mine, where 130
men are mnow employed. He belfeved the
proportion of British subjects was abont
25 per cent., the balance being largely Am-
ericans, with a few Scandinaviaus. Prior to
the introduction of the eight-hour law the
wages were 50 cents higher than at present
and there was no dissatisfaction. When
the reduction went ito force the men quit
work, On June-10 half a dozen came back

TRADE WITH TRINIDAD,

Draft Treaty With the United States
Rejected and Canada May
Now Profit.

From Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, Dec. 19.—The department of
trade and commerce has been advised
that the colony of Trinidad has rejected
the proposed reciprocity treaty with the
United States, on the ground of its one-
sided charaéter. This is not unwelcome
news, as it leaves the door open for
Canada making an arrangement with the
colony. £ i

SAMOANS WARRING AGAIN.

Germans Give Liberty to Choose Their
Own King and Old Trouble
Revives.

Apia, Samoa, Dec, 13, via Amckland,
N. Z., Dec. 19.—The German flag was
hoisted over the court house to-day as
an official notification of the annexation
of the islands by agreement to Ger-
many. ;

The German consul was interviewed
by the Samoan chiefs. He replied that
the Samoans could have their own kings
Land chiefs. They then informed the con-
sul that Mataafa would be selected.
Having declared their government estab-
lished, the Mataafans’ are driving the
Malietoans out of the villages.

Trouble appears imminent.

b R A

OHIO COLLEGE BURNED.

Main Building of Buchel College De-
stroyed With Several Annexes.

Akron, Ohio, Dec. 20.—The main build-
ing of Buchel College, including all the
laboratories, library, men’s and women’s
donpi‘tories, were burned to the ground
to-night. The fire started in the men's
dormitory about 5 o’clock, and spread to
the other points of the building rapidly.
Much of the personal property of the
students and a large number of valuable
book_s from the library were saved. The
Loss is Tully $100,000, with $65,000.insur-

nee,

B e § S
CANADIANS IN NEW YORK.

New York, Dec. 19.—Intense enthusi-
asm for Anglo-American friendship and
interest in Great Britain's cause in South
Africa was shown to-night at the annual
dinner of ‘the Canadian Society at the
Hotel St. Andrew. The friendship be-
tween the American and British people
was the keynote of every toast, and al-
ways evoked enthusiasm. Women at-
tended the dinmer for the first time in
the society’s history.

EMINENT MUSICIAN’S DEATH.

New York, Dec. 20.—Cable adviees re-
ceived here to-day announce the death
in Dublin on Tuesday of Prof. J. W.
Glover, the eminent musician. He was
born in Dublin 89 years ago, and gained
worid-wide §Qminence from the edition
of Moore’s Melodies, which he harmon-
ized nnfl edited. . - Among his. numerous
compositions were an oratorio, * St. Pat-
rick at Tara,” “ The Deserted Village,”
an opera founded on Oliver Goldsmith’s
poem, and an ode to Parnell. He was
for many years organist of the cathedra]
in Dublin. :

POISONING TRIAT.

New York, Dec. 19.—The cross-examin-
ation of Wm, J. Kinsley, the handwrit-
ing expert, im the trial of Roland B.
Molineux, was completed this afternoon.
The attorney for the defence has been
unable to shake Mr., Kinsley’s confidence
that the hand of Roland B. Molinenx
penned the address on the famous poison
package.

BARBADOES' EXPORTS.
Berlin, Dec. 20.—The German' federal

council' has - discontinued - the favored
nations privileges to products from the

at the redueed” figures. and since. then the

Mr. Campbell: “What was the feeling

force has gradually’ increased s0 that on’y

jlqland of Barbadoes, British West In-
ies.

will remain here.all winter, and acguaint
himself with the district generally. Mr.
Peck returned to. Chesaw yesterday.

Fred. Oliver, Spokane returned here on
Monday and is engaged in superintending
the development of the Greyhound and
this property has a surface showing of be-
tween 150 and 200 feet and a shaft about
thirty feet deep. A steam hoist has been
purchased and shipped from Rossland on
Monday. It is the intention of Mr. Oliver
to sink to the 100-foot level and crosscut
the drift. - i

The Morrison, which is now perhaps one
of the best known on the stock market has
been clogsed down' pending the re-organiza-
tion of the company. ‘It is understood that
the property is being taken hold of by a
strong British company and will be~in-
corporated for. It is thought about one
million and a half in Montreal. The re-
organization Mr. Oliver says will placa
this mine on a much beter basis.

R, E. GOSNELL.

GRAND FORKS.

Grand Forks, Dec. 16.—Dave Evans has
resigned the superintendentship of the
Earthquake to accept a similar position with
the Hartford, in Wellington camp.

A petition asking the Provincial govern-
ment to contribute $2,400 towards the con-
struction of a bridge across the north fork
of Kettle River, near the mouth of Pass
Creek, 14 miles from Grand . Forks, has
been extensively signed by various Bound-
ary towns. The only structure across the
river is at Grand Forks, and miners in the
upper camps who desire to cross the gtreams
in high water are unable to do so at any
nearer point. In the position, which or-
iginated with J. D. Soars, of this ecity
it is pointed out that the proposed struc-
ture will greatly facilitate travel between
the various camps. Mr. Soars has offered
to donate the right of way across his
property, He has already expemded con-
siderable money in building a temporary
bridge across oe channel of the river lead-
ing to the summer ford across the main
channel,

The following telegram from L. C. Me-
Quade, vice-president of the Victoria board
of trade, to Richard Armstrong, president
of the Grand Forks board of trade explains
itself. ‘“Victoria contingent home. Convey
thanks to citizens for their many cour-
tesies.”

R. A. Brown, president. of the Sunset,
near Princeton, Similkameen district writes
that the main shaft is down nearly 80 feet,
and taht the ore steadily' improves in char-
acter. A steam hoisting plant is in opera-
tion. Three shifts are employed, Mr. Brown
says shares are now selling from 25 cents
each at Princeton. He enclosed an assay
of Sunset ore recently made by Chas. B.
Harris, assayer of Princeton. It yielded
values of $101.25 in copper, and $7.02 in gold
gold per ton.

Fred. H, Oliver, of Spokane has:taken up
a bond on the Greyhound in Deadwood
camp. The Western Copper Co., Ltd., with
a capitalization of $1,000,000 in shares of
$§1 each, will develop the property upon
an extensive sgcale, Already the vein for
a length of 1,300 feet has been opened by
a series of prospects from 25 to 300 feet id
width, and all of which are in.ore. The
deepest workings Is a shaft 30 feet deep.
Near the surface the values. did not exceed
one quarter of one per cent. in ¢opper; now
at the botom of the shaft the values range
from three to ten per cent. in copper, as
well as about $5 in gold and silver values.
A boiler, hoist and pump has just been
ordered. Two shafts are employed. The
property is only one and a half miles from
the Motherlode smelter, and is traversed
by the C. P. R, spur. The flotation is not
to be undertaken until it iz proved beyond
a doubt that the propérty will make a mine.
These expectations, it is expected will be
realized shortly. Mr. Oliver recently refus-
ed $100,000 for the property, the termg being
$15,000 cash, and the balance in gix months.
'W. J. Harris, one of the original owners
of the Le Roy, formerly owned the Grey-
hound. He bonded it to J, H. Morrison,
the locator of the Morrison, who in turn
bonded It to ¥. H. Oliver.

PHOENIX.
The  Phoenix Waterworks Co, will
build a tank in the spring with a capacity
of 100,000 gallons, for domestic and busi-
ness purposes, and the main streets will
be piped. There are several sources of
supply available;, so that water for.a

"lace of several thousand will be had. ¢

per month.

acclamation.—Pioneer, Dec. 9

Letters to the Editor.

(see reports of wrecks on the West Coast)

graph line, which I believe has now been
down since November 16.

ters I have received I am led to suppose I

the condition in a former letter.

the C. P. R, Empress steamers, at which

order, it will be used for no other purpese.
Not only do all the local shipping interests
complain, about this state of things, as wel:
a8 those on the American side. But re-
cently the Japanese line of steamers jusi
starting to call at Victoria have lodged a
complaint about it at Ottawa. If this neg-
lect should continue under the influence of
the C. P. R. we may expect to see, as we
see this week, wrecks that might have been
saved, lives jeopardized _through gross
neglect of duty on the part of officials who

only report we may expect to have will be
by local steamers, who bring back the
wrecked passengers, with reports. What is
absolutely needed is, that a powerful tug
boat should be ready in one of the har-
bours, San Juan or Alberni, in daily com-
munication with this line of telegraph along
the coast, to proceed without delay to the
rescue of ships in distress. Anything in
the shape of lifeboats would be useless at
the present on this coast. I believe some
years back this plan of having a gool
tug boat was suggested by governmesut
and the telegraph laid for that purpose,
But no movement was made by local en-
terprise and the whole matter was dropped.
It might meet with approval now, and the
time is ripe for a change, but it can only
be by a local combination to get things
righted, and a determination that this
g8ross neglect shall be remedied. I-have
for supposing that both operators and line-
men on this telegraph line have other oc-
cupations more lucrative and lesg hazard-
ous than attending to the line. If I am
correct one runs a stage, another the local
Postoffice,%others are farmers. There is no
reason why they should not continue such,
but as paid officials at from $60 to $100 a
month one would generally suppose the linc
is the first duty. Let it be so and there
would be no complaint from the public.
Some three years ago a petition wae got up
and signed by residents in Vietoria to ob-
tain a more efficlent service in our local
meterological office with daily reports of
the. weather. = The department at Ottawa
immediately granted that request by an
annual grant of $2,000 for the purpose,
and ‘woke up the officials to their duty., It
seems to me that a similar transformation
might occur in the local' telegraph depart-
ment, provided the government took it in
hand. A petition now lies ready to be
signed by amy parties who are interested
in loeal shipping matters at the office of
the Board of Trade buildings.

W. G. H, ELLISON,

Harbor Chaplain.
December 18, 1899,
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For incandescent lamps of 16 candle
power, $1.50 per light per month for
all night lights; $1.25 per light per month
for stores, business houses, etc.; $1 per
light per month for dining rooms, etc.;
65 cents per month per light for private |
houses and bedrooms, etc.; street arc
lights of 2,000 candle power, $10 per light

This morning at 10 o’clock an election
was held at the school house for three
fire wardens. W. R. Williams, J. F.

Heminway and G. 'W. Rumberger were
the only nominees, and were elected by

WEST COAST TELEGRAPH LINE.

Sir,—We have ample evidence this weei
as to the disorganized state of the tele-
From some let-
greatly underestimated the truth regarding
It is
pretty clear that as long as this govern-
ment line is leased by the O. P. R., especiul-
ly for the use of reporting the arrivai of

time the line is usunally in good working

are encouraged to act as they now do. The

Washington, Dec.
Consul Collis has sent a cable despatch
to the state department announcing his
arrival at Pretoria Monday morning.
He will act as consul until the arrival
there of Adelbert Hay. Mr. Macmm_,
whom he relieves at Pretoria, was to sail
from Lorenzo Marques.

A WORRIED CABINET.

London, Dec. 19.—A special despatch
from Vienna anmounces that in conse-
quence of the paralysis of parliamentary
business due to persistent Czech obstruc-
tion, the Amstrian ecabinet, headed by
Count Clary Aldringen, which was
formed last October to suceeed the minis-
try of Count Thun Hohenstein, will re-
sign to-day (Tuesday).

DUTCH ARE OFFENSIVE.

London, Dec, 19.—The Daily Mail pub-
lishes the following despatch from Amt-
werp. * The British and American min-
isters at The Hague have asked permis-
sion to retire to Antwerp, with a view of
avoiding personal unpleasantness during
the anti-English meetings of the Dutch.
There is no foundation for the reports
on the Continent that the diplomatic Te-
lations between Great Britain and. ' the
Netherlands are strained.”

MARCONI IN COMERCE.
Chicago, Dec. 20.—The Toledo Ann
Arbor.and North Michigan Railway Co.
‘to-day signed a contract with the Mar-
coni wireless telegraph in connection with

the ferry line across Lake Michiga:

between Frankfort and Menomin

MONTREAL'S ELEVATOR

Buffalo Promoter Objects to Further
Cutting of Profits of the Enterprise.

Montreal, Dec. 18.—W. J. Conners,
head of the syndicate bearing his name
which proposes to erect grain elevators
in Montreal harbor, had an interview
with the harbor board to-day. Since
the last interview, the board, pressed by
local interests, has been adding protec-
tion clauses to the agreement. At to-
day’s meeting Mr. Conners stated bluntly
that this had to stop. They had reached
a, ‘business-like agreement, and if the
harbor board proposed to go on changing
it, thus making the provisions more
severe, they could get somebody else to
build their elevators.

The board entered into a clause by
clause discussion of the agreement,
which was not concluded when the meet-
ing adjourned.

AGUINALDO’S REFUGE.

Manila, Dec. 18.—Gen. Grant has dis-
covered hidden in Subig bay a steamer,
the Bol Francisco, fully equipped and
coaled. She is supposed to be the vessel
Aguinaldo was keeping ready for his
escape.

ey e
ON CALLING TERMS,

Caracas, Venezuela, Dec. 18.—Spain,
Italy and Germany have to-day indicated
their recognition of President Castro’s
government, which has now beeh
formally recognized by all nations.

MINERAL ACT, 1896.
(Form F.)

CERTIFICATE OF IMPROVEMENTS.

NOTICE.

Iron Duke, Count of Monte Christo and
Condor Mineral Claims, situate in the West

ast, Vancouver Island, Mining Division
of Clayoquot District.
Where located—On Monte Cristo
tain, Tranquil Creek, Tofino Inlet.
Take notice that I, A. S, Goine, agent
fcr James M. Ashton, Free Miner’s Ceorti-
cate No. B19910, intend sixty days from the
date hereof, to apply to the Mining Record-
er for a Certificate of Improvements, for
the pu of obtaining . Crowp Grant

Moun-

of the aboye. claim.

And fiirther take notice that aetiog. under

section 37, must be commenced before ine
.; iIssuamce of such Certificate of Improve-

men: J
Dated this 16th day of Dniempev. 1899,

Y. GOING.

P

19.—United States

ported by the fact that the company has
recently been negotiating with the Aus-
tralian colonies with a view to gaining
certain concessions in consideration of
its laying a cable from some point in
Australia to South Africa. The conces-
sions it desires are that it should have
the privilege of receiving and delivering
messages over the Australian land lines,
these being owned by the various Austra-
lian governments. Against the project
of laying such a cable not a word can
be said, although the time seems to have
come when all such works must have
conditions attached to them that insure,
at least, ultimate pyblic control. Before
permission: was given to lay the second
cable between Singapore and Hong Kong
a condition was attached that the Impe-
rial government could, upon giving
twelve months’ notice, assume the pro-
prietorship by the payment of £300,000.
A similar cendition should apply hence-
forth to every ocean cable constructed by
private capital, and if it were imposed
on the proposed line from Awustralia to
South Africa, it could be welcomed as
another addition to the nerve-connections
of the empire. .

If it is being wused, however, to delay
the construction of the Pacific cable,
with the hope finally to burke that pro-
ject, the colonies interested should not
fail to enter a prompt protest. ‘That the
Eastern Extension Company hotly op-
poses the Pacific cable is a matter of
knowledge, and it is not unnatural that
the various checks which the project has
received should be attributed to the in-
triguing of the company, The laying of
such a cable was resolved upon at the
Colonial Conference of 1887. The his-
tory of the cnterprise since has been one
of discouragements, delays and retreats,
a good example being the fact that the
first report of the committee appointed
to consider the matter was held back two
years after it had been presented to the
government, . The colonies have not
changed their minds, nor are they likely
to do so, in spite of the persistent cam-
paigning of adversaries whom they have
already worsted at every point. A bill
is, we understand, to be presented at the
present sessiou of congress providing for
the construction of a cable from San
Francisco to the Philippines on the
strength of a government subsidy of
$400,000 a year. We can have nothing
to urge against such an enterprise, ‘but
it will be anything but creditable to us
if this line is laid on the ocean bed be-
fore our much-talked-about but unac-
countably delayed all-British line.

CHESS MASTERS,

Vienna, Dec. 18.—The National Chess
Masters’ Congress opened at the Vienna
Chess Club last night, when twelve ex-
perts declared their readiness to play
in the tournament for which the late
Baron Kolisech had provided the prizes
in his will. Albin, Alapin, Mario,
Schlechter, Schwarz, Wolf and Zinkl, of
Vienna; Popial, of Dochnia; Kortlo, of
Prague; Brody and Maroczy, of Buda
Pesth, and Prock, were the men.

O

Prompt rellef in sick headache, dizziness,
nausea, constipation, pain in the side, guar-
anteed to those using Carter’s Little Liver

;{!l!s. One a dce. Small dase.  Small

MARRIED.
COLES—SCHWENGERS—On the 19th ins.,
at the Church of Our Lord, by the Rt.
Rev. Bishop Cridge, assisted by the Rev.
Dr. Wilson, John Howell Coles, s:cond
son of John Coles, Esq.. of Kensington
Park Gardens, London, Eng., and dir
ector of Hudson’s Bay Oompany, to
Katherine Bertha, eldest daughter of
Mrs, Schwengers, of Victora, British
Columbia.

DIED.

RAITT—In thig eity on the 16th inst., F:
F. Raitt, a natiye of Bathurst, N. B,
aged 49 years.

BARWIS—At the residence of her daughter

(Mrs. W. C. Holt), Alpha street, Burn-
side Road,” on the 14th instant. Mary
Grace Barwis. relict of the late William
Ryland Barwis, a native of Devonshire,
Engiand, aged 68 years.

GRAY—At Lake Bennett, B. €.. ~n the 29th

November, Edward James Grav. a ni-
tive of London, England, aged 44 years:
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Though Great Britain's
South Africa seems tempo
the Associated Press lea
Boers are straining evd
secure the mediation of
Kinley towards a_favorab
anyone with the slightest
British feeling appreciates
person in a million conf]
result but the ultimate B
and all seetions unite in s
must be secured, no matte
Hence the Boers have sl

““mediation ~ ‘would be

though. Presidant McIiylg
sudded to proffer it. |
Press is informed from e

that no offer of mediatio
cepted by Lord Salisbury]
or form. The popular

peace is that it must com
idol of the army, Gen. R4
not less adored chier of s
chener. The country is
wait indefinitely for thg
The fall of Kimberley, ]
Mafeking would mot mak
difference, for this stoi
thoroughly imbedded in

the people. Amy other d4
future holds for the Brit
tire annihilation, are antis
scathing criticism which

inflicted upon itself. Es
duration of hostilities va
months to a year.

It is believed that if F
Boer mining shares and
shrivel to nothing, while
Company’s vast issues v
little bottom they have le
financial houses in Lond
bined and furnished suffig
eusure no large failures o
December 28, though the
suffer. Unless this act]
taken, several well-known
the first importance, but
proportions, would, it is sd
under. This concerted o
to some extent restored d
the market is still panicky
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FOR A SUMMER C

British Preparations Are
Siege—Volunteer Rein)
for the Regime

New York, Dec. 24.—THh
respondent of the Sun say4

“The war office authorit]
at last convinced that th
far longer than was at
Last Wednesday they pld
firm in London a contract
of fodder, the delivery to
South Africa during the
March. Similar contracts
been made elsewhere, shol
war office is preparing for
of the war until well alon
mer.

“Commenting on the ma
the government is to ma
Volunteers, namely, havin
teer battalion supply ome g
line battalion n the field 4

. ond company ready at hoq

Mr. Henry Spencer Wilkin
““Thus the Volunteer !
used by being absorbed |
This will lead imevitably
mation of -the Volunteers
lar army. and is the deat]
Specifie eharacter of each.
fhenceforth the British, lik
will be s, conf
categories than of men
and men in veserve, class
't;)p‘therr iremediate 1iabili
“The week’s Iull, beaide
tially to raise the gloom
news of Gen. Buller’s de:
ery being greatly assiste
pointment of Gem. - Robe
Kitchener, has also’ gres
the rate of ascensiom o
hist. ‘).'}I)‘h;;1 week’s otlnda] ;
is probably incomplete, m:
now 7,737.” .

TOLSTOI'S RECO
Moscow, Dee. 24— Co

Tow pronounced by -his m¢
fully restored to ordinary




