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THE CONDITION OF
THE PROVINCE.

Referring to some recent observations
of the Coronist, the Columbian says
¢ there are people who feel certain taxes
to be very oppressive.,”” This is doubt-
less true. If it were not trume the ab-
sence of such a condition would be
phenomenal. Undoubtedly in all com-
munities the incidence of taxation falls
more heavily upon some people than
upon others, and equally undoubtedly is
it the bounden duty of the government
to seek to distribute the burden as
equitably as posgible, If any improve-
ment upon the present system can be
suggested, the CoroxnisT will promise for
itself, and it thinks it can promise for
the government, that it will be given the
best possible consideration, without re-
gard to the quarter from which it emen-
ates. It is greatly to the interest of the
whole community that the burden of
taxation shall fall upon those who.ought
to bear it. We assume that -our con-|
temporary has in mind among other
things what is known as the mortgage
tax. It will not be denied that the tax
in question is warranted by every prin-
«iple in economics; but it is equally true
that in many cases it is paid by people
who were not expected to pay it. This
is true of all taxes, Thus it is proposed
to tax the output of the coal mines, The
assumption ig that by the imposition of
such a tax the coal *barons,” ‘as they
are called, would be compelled to pay &
portion of their profits towards main-
taining the government, over and above
what they now pay. This might be,and
then again it might not be, It might
work this way: Coal is a commodity,
the price of which depends upon the
supply and demand, and hence is sub-
ject to the effect of competition. The
greater part of the output of the British
Columbia coal mines is sold in
San Francisco, where it comes
into competition with  other coal,
besides having to pay a dauty.
Doubtless if the coal mine owners could
afford in the face of this competition and
duty to add the amount of the tax to the
coal sold in San Francisco, they would
do g0; but if this was impracticable from
a business point of view, they would
probably add it to the price of coal sold
in British Columbia, for it may be taken
for granted that no one will pay out
money in placing ‘a commodity on the
market without getting it back from the
gible. The tax oncoal would be added
got back again from the consumers. So
that, granting for the sake of argument
the equitableness of imposing a tax on
the outputof a competitive business; it

the end by the very people, whom it
would be theintention of the legislature

“imposing this tax. Itis otherwise with
a tax upon silver, ggld, copper, iron or
other metals. “The price of these is not
regulated by local competition, and
hence the producer cannot shift the tax
to the shoulders of the consumer, but
must pay it himself,

We have discussed this matter at some
little length for the purpose of showing
the difficulty of adjusting a tax so that
the people, who are intended to pay it,
will in point of fact do so. The same
thing applies to the real property tax as
it affects dwellings and stores under
normal conditions. When & man builds
a property to rent, he expects o receive
for its use sufficient to pay the interest
on the cost, insurance, taxes and enough
to cover wear and tear. He may not
always get.it; but this is the basis of his

whegher euccessful or not, is to
get enough out of the . tenant
to pay the taxes over and above
everything else. It is true. that in
most western towns of late property
owners have not been able to do this but
the reason is that conditions are abnor-
mal. We are not ‘discuseing isolated
cases affected by exceptional circum-
stances, but the general principle. There
is perhaps no absolutely certain way of
seeing that taxes are paid by the people
on whom they are levied, but the nearest
is the income tax. There ia no ready
way by which the income tax can be
shifted from the shoulders of the man
upon whom it is assessed and placed up-
on some one else. Yet the difficulties in
the way of levying and collecting an in-
come tax in new countries are so great
a8 to render it almost useless as a general
basis of revenue, ;

In discussing questions of taxation
such considerations as those mentioned
must beé kept in mind. There is a class
of writers and speakers, who, having
taken a few glances at the question of
taxation, have reached the conclusion
that it is the simplest matter in the
world to devise and put into practice &
just and equitable system of taxation,
that will rest lightly upon the poor man
and put the burden upon the shoulders
of therich: but it is a faet which must
be taken into consideration, that the
rich are able in many ways to shift their
burden upon those who are dependent
upon them. To overlook this in ‘fram-
ing any plan of taxation is to condemn
ourselves to disappointment.

The Columbian after declaring that in
its opinion the provincial government
has brought the country to the very
verge of disaster, says that we ‘‘ have
suddenly discovered a mine of extraord-
inary richness,”’ which it thinks * will
save our estate.” Our reeollection of
the facts relating to the large expendi-
tures, of which the Colambian com-
plains, is that they were incurred on the
faith of just such development as weare
now witnessing. The men who took the
responsibility of them had faith in the
province. If their anticipations had not
been realized, and the province had re-
mained at a standstill, they would have
been justly branded as false prophets,
and been dismissed from office by an in-
dignant people. It is very unreason-
able, therefore, to refuse them credit,
not for having been the cause of the
prosperity. now at hand, but for having
had the wisdom to foresee that such an
era was sure to come at an early day.
If public men are to be held accountable
for their errors of judgment, which we
freely concede ought to be the case, and
are not to receive any meed of credit
when events show their judgment to
have been well-founded, it will become
impossible to induce any man of pro-
gressive views to endeavor to give the
eountry the benefit of them. The criti-
ciem of the Columbian is the strongest
possible endorsement of the wisdom of
the policy: which it has all along con-
demned.

IN RE BRAZIL.

There is serious trouble brewing in
Brazil, and the indications now are that
the so-called president will be dethroned.
Dethroned is not the usual word to use
in regard to a president, but if the man
at the head of the alleged republic of
Brazil i§ not a reigning sovereign it
would call for a great deal of ingenuity
to show where the difference is. The
Brazilian republic is a despotism limited
by revolution and fear of ‘assassination,
to paraphrase a famous observation in
regard to another country. Brazil is
utterly unfit for republican institutions.
We are not quite sure that any country
i fit for them. Many countries are fit
for democratic institutions, such ag
Great Britain and Canada; but when it
comes down to a republic there are some
other things to be said. But this is de-
batable ground, while there can be no
question as to Brazil being unfit for
popular government. - The despatches
are provokingly meagre and indefinite.
We are left very much in the dark as
to what the whole tromble is about.

of the uprising of the Fanatics.

the empire. That the present rebel-

very clear.

can well be found.

stuffing him with' this yarn,

calculations.” His constent  effort,

lion is inspired by the Monarchist seems

Mg. Frang T. Huntsr, formerly of
Seattle and now of Washington City, is gaugbter.
a pushing energetic man, who would
make a8 good a canvasser for business 88 | and have it soon.
But Mr. Hunter is : 4
off in his facts, when he talks about the TPNE Riys vy Hpieilg Mo

work of a yeoman to tell what is not
true and to ask foolish questions, the
characterization of his alleged work is
correct; but we.do not belieye he is
doing anything of the kind.. Experience
has shown that & Seattle paper cannot
be truated to repeat the multiplication

with the Yukon trade.
TuE . Post-Intelligencer says ‘that its

““‘accurate and genmine.”” - Collector
Milne eays it was a pure invention. The
Post-Intelligencer has, on too many oc-
casions recently, deliberately lied to
make its assertions onm this subject!
worthy of a moment’s consideration. .It
lied only a short time ag6 when it print-
ed that $100 worth of goods was exempt-
ed from duty, and it has never corrected
the lie although it has been pointed out
to it in the plainest terms. It lied last
week when it said that the average of
duty paid would not exceed $10 per head
on a miner’s outfiv. It lied when it
represented Collector Milne to be the
chief officer of the Canadian Customs
Bervice. . It did worse than lie when it
represented Collector Milne as brushing
agide the'authoritative statements made
by & minister of the érown. As the Post
Intelligencer says, ‘‘ when a scrub paper
wants to lie”’ it can easily find ways of
doing if. : .

Froum what transpired at the meeting
of the city council omn Monday night,
there would seem to be an impression in
gsome minds that the Victoria, Vancou-
ver & Eastern charter and subeidy do not
provide for a connection with this city.
This is a mistake. The charter of the
company provides for the construetion of
a line to English Bluiff, and the terms of
the subgidy require that a <daily fexrry
gervice shall be maintained with Van-
couver Island. Under these circum-
stances we do not see how Victoria ean
complain that her interests have been
overlooked, The company eannot get a
dollar’s assistance from the government
for the construction of a line beginning
on the coast at any other point than
English Biuff, and that only on condi-
tion of maintaining the ferry.

Tae Inland Sentinel is wrong. The
CoronisT does not find itself unable to
second the efforts of those who wish to
gee a way opened to the Yukon through
Central British Columbia. There is' no
project that will open British Celumbia
or any part of it which the Coronist
will not second, unless the project: is ut-
terly unreasonable, which that in ques-
tion is not.

Tae Columbian opposes the exaction
of a mining license in the Yukon and
wants the royalty kept on. We think
our contemporary will find few people
to agree with it. It says we want pros-
pectors. It need mnot worry on this
score, for we will get'all we want.

BY WAY OF VARIETY.

‘What Ailed Her.—* What ails your mis-
tress, Norah ?”” asked a neighbor. * The
docthers do be sayin’ that it is nervous
vesteration she has, sure.,”—Harper’s
Bazar, . i

Either.—Gummey—Do you say *ee-
ther” or ‘“eéye-ther?” Glanders—The dic-
tionary says you may say either.i Gum-
mey—Doesn’t it permit you “eye-ther,”
too ?—Harlem Life, . i

"Tis the Gto.—" Why is it that Chum
ley always buys another -new gun -at the
opening of the game season?’’ " ‘“Because
tl‘:’: ene he had the_iear before never killed
anything.”’—Detroit Free Press.

Ambition.—** I'm goin’ to beone of them
football fellers some day,” said Tommy,
+80's I can wear my hair so long that folks
can’t tell whether 1 forgot to wash my neck
or not.”—Indianapolis Journal.

What It Was.—Papa—aAlice, I thought I
heard aloud smack in the hall last night:
Alice—Yes; Mr. Upsley made that noise
with his lips when I told him you had
cleared $50,000 in a wheat deal.—Cleveland
Leader. :

Serious Misunderstanding.—Penelope—
Their enqagement created quite a sensa-
tion, but 1 believe that some cruel misun-
derstandiz:F arted them.—Marie—Yes; he
understood that her father was wealthy.—
Brooklyn Life. 4 ’

No Great Change —‘ How fashions
change!” remarked the fluent barber,
“ Time was when the hairdresser was also
a blood-letter.”” * But,” replied the occu-

ant of the chair of torture, as he raised his
gand to check the crimson tide, *‘I don’t
see that fashion has greatly changed.”—

Readers will remember ‘that only a few | Boston Transcript.
weeks ago word eame of the suppression

As Between Men—‘ Yes, dear, I met
your father and told him that I wanted to

This | talk with'him as one man with another.”
was supposed to be a guarantee of peace. | ; And——."_* Well, that was the kind of

talk I got. With all the temper he has, I

It 'will also be remembered that -tl®|am sure he would never have used such
husband of the daughter of the late Em-{language in talking to a' woman.”—Cin-
peror Dom Pedro was said to:be insti-
gating a movement for the restoration of | for dese folks.

cinnati Enquirer:
In the Kitchen —First Burglar—I'm sorry

Second’ Burglar—Oh, I guess dey can
stand de damage.

First Burglar—'Taint dat. ButI’m sorry
for people wid & cook dat makes such plum
puddin’ as dis!

A Father’s "Mean Trick.—Enamored

outh—1I beg you, sir, for the hand of your
cannot live without her.

Old Grumps—Glad to hear it. I can’t
live with her. Name the day, young man,

Enamored youth (backing ‘off)~Um—er

Data Necessary—‘‘ I want to buy a cane,”

Yukon trade, that isif the Seattle Times | she said, as she stripped into the store.
correctly reports him, Mr. Hunter is
represented as telling the people of the
United States capital that 1560 pounds of
miners outfits are exempt from taxation.
We are sure that Mr. Hunter wouald not
knowingly tell what is mot true, -and |mouth.’
therefore would like to ask who has been

*“For a young man, I suppose?’’ asked
the goliw clerk,

“ es.” .

¢ Did you bring his measure ?’’

‘“ His measure? I didn't know that a
man had to be measured for a cane.”

L Wel{, we ought to have the size of his

Unreasonable Man—'‘ Man’s a awful un-
reasonin’ critter,” said old Mrs. Blurdekins.

The tem- |+ He kicks if his wife don’t 100k neat all
porary exemption never was 150 pounde, | the time around the hotise, and he kicks if

-| she don’t-wear all her old clothes plumb.to

Then Mr. Hunter is said to want to|rags.”
know why people go to the Yukon by
way of Dyea and St. Michael’s if it is{a sg;ing chigken,” ‘sneered the angry
better to outfit at Canadian ports. We|Dbusbdnd.

Family Compliments—* You'reno longer

‘“But’you'réthe sameold - gogse;!!-cam

do not believe that Mr. Hunter wanted|the answer with.a snap.
to know anything so nonsensical. The| . .. . +TH5——————— !

Times says that Mr. Hunter is doing |, -Leather egats, canvas coats, macks
yeoman’s work for Seattle, If it is the  jpaw suits. . -

, Willlams & Co.. _ x
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table correctly when it comes to dealing| .

fake interview with Collector Milne was | ..

How Vietoria Should Set Ahout
Adgptiug TGRIf to Deal With

* " the«Novthern Rush.. . .
,~‘A. BITEL ey

r

Bridge €osts—Barrender of
Sealing Rights,

To ruE Eprror:—Forty years is a long
time to look back upon, but surely the
“old-timers,”’ a8 they sre spoken of,
must concede that Vietoria’s possibili-
ties of the very near future will exceed
the prophecies of even the most san-
guine of those early Oariboo days. But
what has happened during those forty
years? Victoria has become a city of
Homes!

Perusing the columns of your paper of
the bth, 6th and 7th instant, references

are made to the “anticipated travel that
is likely to pass through this port during
the next year. Let us hope we will not
be disappointed in the matter. Forty
years ago competition was not so keen
a8 at the present day, and Victoria mer-
chants had mneither Vancouver, Seattle,
Tacoma, Portland or San Francisco
houses to compete against. To-day this
is all altered. We not only have to
compete with these cities, but also the
great centres of New York, Chicago, etc.
The great problem in this newly
created trade is to adapt ourselves to the
circumstances appertaining thereto, By
that is meant our merchantsd, financiers
and citizens generally should reach out,
80 to speak, for every branch of business
that is likely to help build up Victoria
as a commercial centre. We, here, are
at a great disadvan ascompared with
the other cities mentioned, in the matter
of direct railwdy communication. This
will come' later, however, and our pre-
sent efforts should be directed with all
vigor and en to secure more, a vast
amount more, of the shipping trade.
According to your paper of yesterday
it is estimated that at least twenty-four
steamers, besides a number of small
vessels, will' be engaged in the
freight and nger traffic to
the north. How many of these
vessels will make Victoria a bage for
supplies? What inducements can Vie-
toria offer? This is a ‘matter that re-
quires immediate consideration,
more than has been given to it.
claim to have Buperior facilities for the
outfitting of miners, etc. ' Why not make
it known that in the matter of supplying
ocean going vessels that we are able to
uugpﬁv stores-at cheaper rates than our
friends to the south. This can be done
if odr government will modify the regu-
lations regardifig supplies®to ocean ves-
selé and the' sibstitution of an entire
free list covering all supplies to be used
at'Sea. The list should include all kinds
of ‘impos ‘goods, also wines, liquors
and cigars. “Airough. calculation of 24
steamers taking on supplies each trip at
the ports of Vancouver and Victoria,
will, in the eodirse of ‘a season’s opera-
tions, mean ‘an ‘immense turnover of
capital. 08
pairs to vesels can be executed at
Vietoria as advantageously as at any
port on the Pagifie, but the fact requires
to be made m6ie widely known.
Bunkers shetild be established at Vie-
toria for the coaling of vessels. This is
a very imporfant matter, and will tend
more to bringOshipping to the port of
Vietoria than ia‘at present imagined or
thought of. ' =¢
Advertising'’ the city will be most
effectual by. plating the matter to:-be
distributed at°the railway ‘and tourist
agencies in thé ©ld Country, provineial
towns, and at the varioué ‘railway ter-
minals. In the United Btates cities by
& distribution'8mongst the ticket offices
id railway centres, and, “if possible,
by advertiserftent through the usual
agencies, S
.No stone honld be left" unturned’ to
guide traffic to this port and every effort
made to secureé to it the foundation of a
reat commercial and shipping trade, to
ge. we all hope, followed hy a line of
trans-continental railway at no late
date, and thus will Victoria not only
maintain her credit as a City of Homes,
but will becomé a town of vast magni-
tude and wealth and probably the most
important in the shipping world,

SEALING RIGHTS.

To taE Eprtor:—From such reports
of the sealing conference as I have rcad,
it appears that the United States gov-
ernment are "extremely anxious  that
pelagic sealing in Behring sea should be
terminated, and 1 order that this may
be accomplished some informal overtures
appear to have been made to those im-
mediately interested with a view to buy-
ing them out and so putting an end to
what, from a United States point of view,
is & most disagreeable interference with
their industry on- the Pribyloff islands,

It appears to me, sir, that a surrender
of the right to kill seals on the open sea
should not .be done lightly nor unless
substantial compensation is obtained.
This right is a national heritage, not
limited to the present generation, but
belonging to generations yet unborn.
Shall we sell thig' birthright for a mess
of pottage? In other words, shall any

Rheumatism ?

SOUTH AMERICAN RHEUMATIC CURE
- A UNIVERSAL LIBERATOR,

Relief in gix hours! What a glad mes-
sage to the pain-racked, bed-ridden, des-
pairing sufferer from rheumatism’s cruel
grasp—and this is a fact, borne out by
volumes of evidence, for this greatest of
‘pain conquerors. ;- {
. Rheumatism is curable—South :Ameri-
can Rheumatism Cure is an absolute
ppecific, and radically cures the most
stubborn cases in from one to three days.
« 1 gufferéd intedisely from rh tism
', and sqiatioa. !‘ried‘{nuzy umeom and

of freed siaves tell the

 For Silsky Dek & Hisconks and Hall &

"}-  §

WHAT THE PEOPLE SAY/

tore to think Aet.

Payments by, the Corporation for ot

compensation which the United States
may,nﬁeoﬁogive those at preeent en-
gaged in the sealing industry be consid-
ered ample and as covering the loss
which the nation will sustain? I ven-
I would | t that
this might be an opportune time to do a
little bartering ‘with’'thé United States,
What if they should be asked to cede
that strip ‘of “territory, with adjacent
islands, on the’northweat coast of British
‘Oolumbia as s quid pro quo for the sur-
ler of the right fo kill seals in Behr-
tnli sea? The mrrito;‘y is not of ‘much
value to them but would be very usefal
‘to Canada from the fact that the natural
gateways to a considerable portion of her
territory are situated therein. The ad-
vantages of such an arrangement to
Canada are obvious. We should not
then have to say *‘ by your leave ”’ if we
wished to enter by any of these inlets.
We should have no friction with the
United States customs authorities; and
last but not least, we should need no
boundary commission to determine the
precise line of demarkation * distant
ten marine leagues from the ocean.’”

Sax0ON. -
Lake District, Nov. 8, 1897,
COSTS OF BRIDGE LAWSUITS.

Te taE Epitor:—I understand that at
last evening’s meeting of the city coun-
cil another bill of law costs amounting to
$1,000 was presented for payment. This
18 in connection with the Point Ellice
bridge accident suite.  As a diligent ex-
amination of the newspaper reports of
the council meetin, 8 to reveal any
such *‘ business,” I would like to make
an inquiry through your columns as'to
what law costs are being paid by the city
or have been paid in litigation with poor
unfortunates who have actions ‘arising
out of the bridge disaster, Answers to
the following questions would give the
desired information :

1. What costs and expenses were paid
by the city in Gordon v. the Oity of Vie-
toria as party—party costs and solicitor
and client costa?

2. Amount of costs taxed against the
city in Patterson v. the City?

3. Amount of solicitor and client
costs paid to or claimed by city lawyers
in Patterson v. the City ?

' 4,, Amount of costs taxed against the
city in Lang v. the City?

b. Amount of solicitor and client
8oats?chimed by lawyers in Lang v. the
ity ¢ :

6. Amount of general expenses of con-
duocting the bridge accident litigation
paid by the city?

It would further be extremely inter-
esting to know how these various sums
of money have been paid by the council
without the facts becoming publie.

ONE INTERESTED.

Victoria, B.C., Nov. 9, 1897,

COWICHAN FARMING INTERESTS.

To TaE EpITOR :—Referring to a com-
munication signed *‘ Cowichan Settler ”’
which appeared in last night’s Times, I
beg to make the following corrections of
the statements made:

The inspector of fruit pests is very
frequently in the district of Cowichan
inspecting’ orchards and doing whatever
else is neceseary in his department and
always ready to attend to-any calls made
upon him in his official capacity, and I
therefore cannot understand how it cun
be asserted that he has never been seen
in the district.

As regards the other allegation it ig
equally erroneous. Mr. Paterson is not
sent round to lecture by the Dominion
authorities. - Mr, Paterson is under en-
gagements to the provincial government
for a short time to inform the public on
the working of the farmers’ institutes in
Ontaria and as to the benefits which
will accrue to agriculturists by availing
themselves of the provisions of the
British Columbia Farmers’ Institutes
Act passed last session. As to no meet-
ings being held; if Cowichan farmer
had looked at the papers and had paid
any attention fo the numerous - posters
sent out he would have seen that meet-
ings were advertised to be held at Dun-
can and Cobble Hill on Saturday last,
and in point of fact well attended meet-

ings were held, which were attended}

both by Mr, Paterson and me, and ad-
dresses delivered at both places, accounts
of which also ap in the press.

In conclusion I am always ready and
willing to give information on all matters
connected with this department, and it
is:to be deplored that efficient and pains-
taking officers should be condemned
without enquiry at the proper quarter.

: . R. ANDERSON,
Deputy Minister of Agriculture.

Department off Agriculture, Victoria,

B.Ci, November 10, 1897,

TERMS FOR THE ENGINEERS.

Board of Trade Negotiations About to Re-
sult in a Conference.

Loxpox, Nov. 10.—The Right Hon. C.
T. Ritchie, president of the board of
trade, baving submitted amended . sug-
gestions as to'the basis of a conférence
for settling the engineers’ stxike, both
the Employers’ Federation and the
Amalgamated Society of Engineers have
assented to the holding of a conference.
The Employers’ Federation stipulates
that its concurrence shall be without
prejudice to its previously expressed
opinions concerning the question of work~
ing hours, while the Amalgamated
Society stipulates that the'-lockout
notice shall be snspended and the ques-
tion of a reduction of hours be discussed
by the conference. Mr. Ritchie’s pro-
posal virtually covers these stipulations,
hence the conference is likely" to meet
forthwith.

KELLY MURDER TRIAL.
Cir antial Evidence C cting the
Prisoner With the Crime He Once
Confessed.

Dover, N.H., Nov. 10.—In the Kelly
murder trial this morning the early evi-
dence had a bearing on the presence of
the team driven by Kelly on the day of
the murder, John Deblue, of Somerset,
said it was Kelly who was driving the
team. ‘This witness said Kelly had
talked to him about starting a roof gar-
den over & two story saw mill. Chief
detective 8ilas 8. Carpenter, of Mon-
treal follgwed with the story of his ex-
amination of Kelly after the arrest, He

1| recited the confession made by the pris-

oner the nextday that he alone killed
Mr. Stickney.’ The'finding of the bag of
money wl_\éze'-'Kellys' said’he had hidden
it was ‘1-9&,, ribed.

; Snblox.-lyi(?m The q.ml-Wukb Colonigt
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THE LOGS.

In thronged procession gliding slow
The great logs sulienly seaward go.

A blind and blundering multitude
They jostie on the swollen flood

Nor guess the inevitable fate
To meet them at the river gate

14

When noiseless hours have lured them down
To the wide booms, the busy town,

The mills, the chains, the screaming jaws
Of the eviscerating saws.

Here in the murmur of the stream,
Slow journeying, perchance they dream

And hear orice more their branches sigh .
¥Far up the solitary sky.

Once more the rain winds softly moan
Where sways the high green top alone.

Once more the inland eagles call
From the white crag that broods o'er all.

But if beside some meadowy brink
Where flowering willows lean to drink,

Some open beach at the river bend
. Where shallows in the sun extend,

! They for a little would delay
The huge tide hurries them away.
~CharlésG. D. Roberts in Youth’s Companion.

ROLAND'S WIFE.

It was scorchingly hot in Carminster
one July afterncon. The streets were
empty. Even the cathedral rooks were
dozing, and the only signs of life
seemed - to be the chatter dimly heard
throngh the door of the quaint old 'inn,

In the great cathedral it was less sun-
ny, but almost equally close and op-
pressive,

Roland de le Fanu felt as if the heat
and dust of centuries were somehow
shut into that vast nave and as if his-
torical agsociations weighed on his tired
brain.

He was one of a party being ‘‘shown
round’’ the building. Here was the in-
evitable would be archsmologist, now
positive, anon doubtful of his dates,
two or three clergymen, a schoolmaster
and his class and. a few young girls.

In the cryps it was cooler, bht damp
and musty smelling. Through the heavy
oak door passed the weary, but garrulous
verger, his chattering flock at his heels.
Then began more tiresome discussions
anent slypes and squints.

‘“This ’ere,” said the verger, raising
his not too musical voice to drown the
talking of the others—‘‘this ’ere was
once the private chapel of the De lo
Fanus. That stone marks where the al-
tar stood. Over here is where Sir'Gil-
bert Archesmont defied the abbot in the
year thirteen ’undred and fifty, Notice
this ’ere dog tooth molding—most per-
fect example of its kind in England.”’

“There is finer at Canterbury,”
growled some one.

‘‘Pardon me, you musgt mean Lincoln
—or ig it York that I am thinking of#’
said the archaeologist.

The desocendant of the De le Fanus
turned aside to his sister. She smiled
and put her arm through his.

‘I am so tired!’’ she whispered.

‘“Never mind, dear. We’'ve nearly
done, and we could not -have left with-
out seeing our old family tombs, 80’’—

“The Le Fanu tombs,” broke in thd
panting verger. ‘‘They date back to
1810. This is the oldest of them all.
Notioce the rich work round the sides,
and, as you see, the figure is missing
from the top. It is the wife of old Sir
Roland de le Fanu, who died in the
’Oly Land. His wife died of grief three
days after the sad news reached her.
The effigy is said to have been stolen,
though some there are who say that life
was given to it and it walked. I don’t
’old with that myself. On this side are
the tombs of Reginald and Sir Bevis de

le Fanu.”’

. Roland spoke to the girl next him.,

““The effigy,’’ said he, ‘‘that is miss-
ing from that tomb is the one of all
others that I should most have liked to
see. She was our great, great—I really
cannot say how great—grandmother,
and, oh, I beg your pardon. I thought
you were my sister.’’

It was a tall, slight girl, wrapped in
a light grayish dust cloak, to whom he
had spoken, and who now responded
gracefully and with a shade of amuse-
ment in her manner.

The sudden transition from the dark
otypt to the brilliant sunshine was be-
wildering. Roland and his sister stum-
bled along to the monastery ruins, and
then, seated on a heap of fallen stone-
work, they rested. He was disapppoint-
ed on locking round for his cloaked di-
vinity to find that she had not followed
them.
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In Carminster a quiet night stcoeeds

the peaceful day. Roland, sitting by
his window, watched the round ‘moon
Tising behind the fretted spire of the
cathedral and was filled with a sudden
longing: :
*'His stay in the place had. been brief
and would end early on the morrow.
The sketches he had made were few,
and his visits to the cathedral had al-
ways been paid%in company with others,
in the ‘‘improving’’ society of the dean
or in that of the unsympathetic verger.
What if he were to steal out now, when
the garish’ day was done and the moon
high in ‘the clear sky?

Yes, he ‘would, he must xo. The
‘temptation was not to be resisted. - He
would study.tracery and carving under
the magio light which made their beau-
ties seem ag§ something unearthly. He
rose and left the room, treading softly
8o as not to disturb the other inmates
of the honse. Quietly as he went the
dean, sitting at work in the study,
heard him and opened his door.

‘‘ Anything amiss, Roland?’’ he asked
cheerfully.

Roland, half. ashamed, confessed his
romantic ideas to his host, who sur-
prised him by sympathizing with them.,

‘‘By all means. Our lovely cathedral
never looks more exquisite than by
moonlight,’’

I should like,’’ said Roland, taking
courage, ‘‘to have one more look at the
tombs and chapel. .of my ancestors be-
fore I leave.”

““Certainly, certainly. Youw are a di-

rect descendant of Joan de la Fanu, are
you not?’’

‘‘Yes. And I don’t thank the vandals
who stole her effigy. I should have pre-
ferred that they had taken any of the
others.’”.

““Have you copied her epitaph yet, or
sketoched the tomb?”’

““No, I have had no good opportunity,
but I should uncommonly like to do so
before I go, and I shall not have time
tomorrow,”’

He spoke wistfully, and the dean
laughed.

““Here, then,’’ said he. ‘‘I see what
you are fishing for. Take the keys.
This large one opens the little north-
west door, whence a staircase leads
straight down to the back of the chapel.
You can’t make a mistake, only do not
fall down the broken stairs, do not lose
the keys, do not forget to lock up after
you and, above all, don’t set the place
alight, or I'll never forgive you.”’

Roland promised everything required
of him and went off.

Roland sought and soon found the
little door to which he had been direct-
ed and from -which the steps led

straight down into the crypt of the ca-
thedral. The key made but little noise,
even in the great stillness, and Roland,
groping his way down, soon found him-
self at the back of the little chapel and
in great darkness. Closing his eyes for
awhile to accustom them to the change,
he could soon distingumish the outlines.
of the arches and moved forward quite
confidently.

Some might have thought the hour
and place eerie, but Roland was neither
nervous nor superstitions and boldly
advanced to where the moonlight, find-
ing oblique entrance through the grat-
ing in the roof and near one of the great
windows of the cathedral above him,
shone clearly and brightly over the
tombs.

It has been s3id that he was neither
nervous nor superstitious, but suddenly
he stopped short, and the throbbing of
his own heart seemed for the moment
to startle him, for here, just before him,
within touch of his hand, was the
great table tomb and extended upon it,
apparently, a recumbent female figure.

Whoever, whether mortal or super-
human workman, had made such an
effigy was possessed of no ordinary skill.
The exquisite suggestion of repose con-
veyed by the graceful posture, the ar-
rangement of the sculptured folds of
raiment, the beautifully ohiseled fea-
tures, all were alike lovely, and Roland
gazed at them Iong, as if he were liter-
ally entranced and not under the influ-
ence of some delusion of the senses,
some trick of overexcited nerves, which
must soon fade away. He fell on his
knees on the stepped base of the monu-
ment and gently laid his lips on the lit-
tle white fingers which were so tempt-
ingly near him. As he did so a thrill
seemed to pass through him and
through the figure on the tomb. The
delicate eyelids quivered, the shadowy
lips parted in a faintsigh, and the next
instant his statue was indeed imbued

with life and spoke:

‘‘Where am I? Oh, where am I?”’

Roland repressed the suggestion that
she was reclining on her own tomb and
spoke gently and as if her present posi-
tion were a matter of course: e

‘‘You are in the crypt of Carminster
cathedral,”’

The effigy sat up, pressing her cold
bands to her now burning temples.
Then she raised her great dark eyes to
Roland’s face,

‘*I got shut in,”’ she said simply. ‘I
lingered a moment to look at this tomb,
because—well, because you were 80
much interested in it, and the verger
never missed me—the pillars hid me. I
heard the key grate in the lock and ran
and called and banged, but no one came,
and, oh, I was so frightened!’’ She was
quivering with cold and shock, and Ro-
land supported and comforted her. ‘‘But
for you I might have staid here in this
awful place all night,’’ she murmured.
““It’s simply horrible!’’ she went on.
““You wouldn’t believe what mnoises
there are when it’s empty and no one
here. What made you come back? “Was
it to look for me?’’ she asked naively.

He told her then how and why he had
come back, giving her time to wipe away
a few stray tears, which she hoped he
did pot see and to pull off the necktie
from about her head. Then he found
her hat for her in a shadowy nook and
prepared to take her home.

She was glad of the support of his
arm, and the clinging touci§of her fin-
gers sen# a thrill through hfin which be
seemed to feel long after they had
parted.

“I recognized you again at once,’’ she
said to him as they ascended the rickety
staircase together. )

““I, too, remember you quite well.
We were fellow. tourists or sightseers
this morning, and I have thought of
you many times since and alwaysa
the lady in the gray cloak.’’

- She smiled very humanly.

““My real name,’’ she said simply,
““ig.Joan.”’

Roland started slightly, and as hf‘
pressed her hand at parting murmured
beneath his breath:

‘‘By the Wille of God, Joan, the be-
loved wife of Roland de le Fanu, Knight
and Gentilman.’’—Princess.

Humble Circumstances.
»*‘I can alwaystell a novel written by
a wonan,*?
““How?*’
‘“She makes the men characters &
deadly sentimental.”’
“Well, I can always tell a novel
written by a man.’’
“In what way?”’
He makes all the woman characters
88 gentle and obedient.’’—Chicago Rec-
ord.

The Sarcastic Nobleman.

“I am sorry, count, but papa S&y*
he’d rather see me dead than married
to you.”’ )

“‘Inde-e-ed! Your fathaire is evident-
lee an—what you call—an economicale
persone. He knows ze funeral cost not
50 much as ze wedding.’’—Cleveland
Plain Dealer, . _
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