ailway Resolutions  Probed by1
Opposition--Some Startling Dis-

closures.

Tne longest session of the House for
‘.;,3;- occurred yesterday w.hen save
", short recess, the sitting com~
pr ‘1 from 3.15 p.m. to 410 am .to-
anw Railway Resolutions were
¥ bv the Opposition throughout

e session

The House met at 3.15 p.m.

The Fishery Supplies Resolutions |

o introduced by Mr. Warren, who
erh-',,mi that they were in the form
M \upy‘n by the Select Committ?e,
ich had been appointed to deal with
e original Bill. )
The House went into Committee of
¢ Whole on the Resolutions. They
re passed without Amendment and
¢ Bill was read a first time.
Answers to questions were then
pled by the various dePartmental
ads. In answer to question of Mr.
gore the Prime Minister stated that
o bonds owed by P. H, Cowan &
pmpany t0 the Customs Departmeut
i been placed for collection. He
derstood there were ample goods on
d to meet the amount of money
ing to the Department. As far as
~rtgage on his proporety was con-
;ri he thought it took first claim,
pe Prime Minister also stated that
A Devine was entitled to his ex-
< to Newfoundland. He

dn't kno )
i or not.

;ﬁ-ﬂ Sullivan asked for farther im-
stion in connection with certain

House went into Committee of
be Whole on the Railway Resolut'lons.
Mr. Bennett said he appreciated
tance of the question.

ence of putting aside

-tant  legislation, whieh

cse have been long ago

e House. He hoped his

Id be taken im the spirit

ey were meant.. The timss

crdinary and the*greatest

hs country were puzzled

er a situation which had become-so

en that any action of even the

lest member would greatly inm~

fence our economic conditioh. The

Jestion was whether this legislatare

as prepared to vote $1,680,000 to

tke up an anticipated deficit in op-

the r: . In days gone by

t cover entirely our

ure. He could mnot

with the change

ce in the financtial

ony. A great

trimmings had

r railway system

3t the parting of the

£t consider if we

mnney on keeping

is opinion the

!y necessary to

v, and it was im-

"handoning  itd

nnomic administra-

'vowas the question.

ihle to run it so that

He was not

n opinion on it.

must conserve the

: ho verv last dollar,

ion had endeavoured ‘te

lack of information given

He joined in this

nd condemned the Govern-

' strongest possible lan-

t approaching the matter

the House with full information

eI making the most searching ea-

ities as to what could possibly be

08 in the future. ‘The country had

0 disappointed when the Prime

ister, in introducing the measure,

Ve only the bare notes. He had no

Te to see the R lilway close down,
¢ House had heen regaled with ve,
fresting statistics, but these did n

8k the minds of the ‘Government.

e fault was the Government’s when

® Prime Minister, in introducing the

BSolutions in Committee, failed to

e the enlightonment that the occas-

! "eQuired.  The House was still in

L T,

o

drink coffee

INSTANT

on the lookout for somerm

to take its place have fou , _
complete satisfaction N ' Bhat they woulk be withdrawn and

Postum has a smooth,rich A
ﬂa_vor that mee um re-
Qirement of a meal-tim ,. s

the dark. The whole Railway poliqi;
of the Goverpment was rotten to the
core. Last year the Prime Minister
had condemned the Reids on one hand
and had given them $1,000,000 on
the other. The appointment of a com- *
mission had ruined the Government’s
railway policy. This commission had

X
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\

been appointed without a mandate
from the Heuse and to say the least,
it was lopsided for it comtaiped only
two Government representatves whilst
the Reid Nfid. Co. had three. Neither
of the Government members, Messrs.
Coaker and Hall, should have been
on the Commission. Mr. Coaker had
had no previous knowledge of railway
affairs, whilst Mr. Hall had too many
other duties to attend to. The com-
position of the Commission was abso-
lutely improper and it was no wonder
they made a mess of the whole thing,
a8 was proven by the report tabled
in the House during the session. The
Railway Commission had been ap-
pointed to supervise expenditure and
to find leakages and also to find out
where economy could be practised in
the operation of the railroad, but im
stead they had come back and report-
ed that they had suceessfully piled up
the biggest deficit since the railway
had been in operation. The country
had been saddled with an expenditure
of over $1,600,000. Mr. Bennett show-
ed that Mr. Coaker had done no werk
at all on the Commission beyond at-
tending ome or two meetings and
going to and from Port Union in a
private car. All the information the
Minister got was received from Mr.f
Hall.- He contended that it wounld have °
been ‘better for the country if the
Chairman of the Commission had been
peid $25,000 a year to go and super-
vise every dificulty and safeguard the
expenditure. Some plea for the fo~
ture should have been brought in. The
Commission should have recommended
some way of handling the railway to
the Government. - Instead they had
kept their mouths closed concerning
this vital matter. He blamed Mr.,
Coaker more than the Prime Minister
for the lack of information supplied.
The House was now asked to repeat
last year’s happening. If this sort of
thing were to go on Newfoundland |
would be a sorry place to live in be- '’
fore long. The Railway could not be
operated to pay expenses. Some set
policy should he adopted for the
economic continuation of the rail-
road. He believed it was contemplat-
ed putting the ocapital on another
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tion of the problem, dut they were
withholding it and the Houee Had to

grope in the dark. It had been con-

tended that the imcreased cost of op-

eration last year was due to the in-

creased cost of coal and other neces-

sities. But no one could contemplate

why the increase should be S0 enor-

mous and it had not yet been explain-

ed to the House. Why were the

steamers not being run under the -
Commission? As regards the auditor

brought here by the Government, Mr.

Bennett thought that there were

plenty of loeal men who could have

cone the work just as satisfactorily |
a]nd for far less money. Mr. Bennett .
also denounced the coal boring opera- ! .; ips had meant a great deal ¢

tions of the Government. Abeut 2000 f;ﬁ{,%" sfl;rpme railway during the war
tons of poor quality coal had been and a lot of extra work and expense
mined at a cost of $150,000 or $75 per . wag put on the Reid Nfid. Co. for
ton. This would go down in history | which they had hever been reim-
as one of the biggest blunders ever hursed. It was for this reason that
made by any Government. ‘the Opposition had consénted to the
timated cost of this coal last year had $1,000,000 vote last year. The Argen-
been $20 per ton imstead of $75.00. | tin branch was another Government
No wonder there was a deficit, if this ' blunder, It was absolutely illegal and
was how the money had been spent. | 5 conservative estimate of the e¢ost
As regards the qgestion of raising would be about $400,000. Now the peo-
freight rates Mr. Bennett showed that | ple were being over taxed to replace
flour could be shipped direct by water . the money frittered away. The sgix
for $1.00 per barrel, whilst by rail the

freight was $1.52. It was ridiculous, big and heavy for our railway, which
therefore, to raise freight rates, for if | was no better than a tramway. There
this were done, no goods would be ' Was no economy practised when the
sent over the line at all. The men' railway was in Mr, Hall’s hands. The
who had written the Railway Com- whole trouble was that the trappings
mission’s Report knew very little of the elephant were being »ed on
about railroad operation. Money was a cat. We had &s good men in this
always lost when Governments under- ! country as there was in Canada to run
took to control railroads. The scar- the railway. Why was Sir George
Bury brought down and paid $2,500
per day to tell the Government to pa:

Reids $1,500,000 to run the railway

Anyone could have done that. Every-
body knew that Reids would run the
railroad if they had the money. Send-
ing away for a general manager was
unjustifiable. It was absdlutely un-
just to the Reid officials. When this
House goes into Committee on Supply
and Ways and Means, it will be found

; ., %;& 0 " that the country is on the verge of
Increasing nd. .

ey,

who could net-:

bankruptcy, yet we were asked to m
out a millioh and a half to thé
returns whatever.

Reids money
to end? The in-
AF would be

dl?- by % ; | Company for no
ty {8 S e, % i If .we went on gi
¢ '?'ho were where was it all
terest on our dedt
&8 as much &8 our
1914.- The Railway Resolutions, con-
cluded Mr. Bennett, Were cer y not
{ “he hoped

{
h

[
J

!

#

| nﬁpl'e of Incapability and incapacity.
| He wondered why Sir George Bury
| was called to Newfoundland. He only

| 1eft two and a half pages of foolscap -
'paper, which was called a report from v

his study of the Newfoundiand Rail- '

way. This report was to the effect that J &

we would have to pay the Reid New-’

foundland Company one and a haif | §

million dollars and this advice cost 5

the country nearly ten thousamd dol- | §

lars. It was impossible for Bury to

study the Railway situation in three . —
Prices.
e ————

which called for a competent gemeral
manager was a direct insult to Mr.
John well, a man who had grown _‘
up with the road. The Prime Minister §
could bring down no correspondence
because, according to him, there was
none. Yet, if he did not trust the Reids,
then there must be some correspond-
ence. On the Rallway Commission the
coftractor’s interests were considered,
but did the same apply to ‘those of
Newfoundland? By saying that they
spent money unwarrantedly to aveid
adverse eriticism the Commissioners
wrote themselves down as men heed-
less of their country’s welfare = long i J
a8 they, themselves, were. not criticiz-, £
ed and that was the type of men to
whom Newfoundland entrusted its

One Hundred (100)
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ERARESS] - seel Valenols
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NIGHT SESSION.
SMALL SIZES,

At Lowest

After recess Mr, Fox resumed him‘ :
Bpeech on the Railway Resolutions,'§
emphagizing the fact that both  the

Government and the Contracters iy
a duty to p The one had m; ¥

] dollar earned
; Having spent the four miliioa dollars

erament helped itsel? by wadsing the
salaries of its members by over 500
Der cent. Taxek on taxes have beeh
piled on so now out of every
Cehts goes in taxes,

surplus left by the past administra-
tion, 4 lean of #ix Millibn Was rais-
ed to pay the debts that were aecumu-
lating, and the crowning shame wai
that this loan, se ciréumstances
showed, had béen raised on fletitious
retuins. The publie serviés went
right to wing, said Mr, Fox, and the
only creative ability shown By the
Government was the devisiag of
means to squander money, amongst
Whith ‘Wwere the ereétion of a great
educational sgstem with its numerous
inspectors, and thé codfish regula-
tions, also with its npumerons in-
:go'cw?b each eot:mt the ¢olony tr:hn

to thousand doliars, and e
loss of our Ruro customers by
their boofishness. e Comsdquenced
of all his extravagance is that tha
country has been stfitken: we have
not & cent to call our own; proa-
perity is at its lowest ebb, Wwe ars
asked to take another 13§ million
dollars and give it to contractors te
do things Ww! they were paid te
perform. The Government, d he,
forgets that there is such & g as
a reilway centrect. Last year they
refuse;l‘” to answer ;n'y' tq‘uﬁtions o

warrant for
doing so. The Prime Minister had
stated that he would compel
Reids to live up o their X

e Ao s

s o

e —.




