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which is the earliest the Orloff and  ting into that stage as they have to
the Poland give evidence of being the | shpot off with 96 dthers who made the
earliest and the most piolific. The same aggregate in the first stage. These
amount of seed to the acre ranges all|are as follows: Lieut. Smith, Chat-
the way irom 13 bushels to 7 bushels | ham; Sergt. Smith, Ottawa; Pte. Gou-
1o the acre. It is thought that best|geon, Winnipeg; Sergt. Kelley, Toron-
results are obtainable from the 2} %)]: ﬁirgt- ‘%{wlgs, Toronto; Sergt.
bushels to the acre. lackburn, Winnipeg.
2 ; ; ‘ The followiing Canadians who shot
Peas are also the subjeet of investi-|. o Al
gation.. Several varicties are grow}ing in the first stage have not qualified
nicely and every plot but one has i E
been inoculated. This is an advance gf;"“g‘:fr(;:" J;f,a_x.sz:%r, B{s::r‘“g;g(’";g’
as no inoculation was attempted on Se . ) 4
2 : . | Sergt. Kerr, Toronto, 92; Corp. W. D.
theese?np;%tsﬁig?tqiziur ‘:Zte:l?flfz?e,]u Sprinks, Toronto, 91; Capt.  Forrest,
iv 8 2 L g g R 4
grasses, and with w'mterhrye. -~ O?z X{::r";}’( r, 89; Corp. Coppin, Mon
plot of the latter has reacher a heigh In the Armourers’ competition, open
i Bve Jons: Twelx)lty cight var}f}tlla:-: to all, Major Jones Peopwnal, P.EIL,;
of ‘poiaioes e SO 'grotv:;nd'wx .| secured tenth place and 1 pound.
vigw of experimghiing aa ‘S‘“’?CQ In ‘the AllComers’ aggregate, made
apart_and depth got seeding. | up of the best aggrégate scores in the
In another section of tne fdrm are| pjexandra, Daily Graphie, Daily Tele-
the friit and ornamentad trees. THir<|oraph  and ' Graphic  competitions,
ty varleties of hardy apple trees are|gorgt F. 8. Richardson added another
doing well for their first year ana|jecisive win to the Canadians taking
some of them appear t6 be well able|the challenge cup and gold medal.
to stand the climate. Of the orna-{gergt. Kelly secured fifty-second place
mental trees the best success is 0b-]ip this competition and 2 pounds;
tained with the product of the farm s |Sergt, Stack, Truro, sixty-first place
own nursery. Trees from outside areland 2 pounds; Sergt. Blackburn, Win-
always of questionable variety. This|nipeg, sixty-second place and 2
year Mr. Hutton is in a position '0lpounds; Sergt. Kerr, Toronto, sixty-
digtribute seedlings of Caragana,|eighth place and 2 pounds; Sergt.
Manitoba Maple and ¢€h {trees.|Bayles, Toronto, seventy-fifth place
These make very. desitible ornamen-|{and 2 pounds; Corp. Coppin, Mon-
tationon the “farm. treal, seventy-ninth place
The First Object Lesson. pounds; Sergt. Major Huggins, Hamil-
“I would like every farmer to know | ton, Sergt. Kelley, Toronto and Col.
the advantage of packing the soil,’’|Sergt.. Freeborn, Hamilton, will re-
said Mr. Hutton to a Bulletin repres-| present the Canadians in the team
entative. ‘““The land should be gone|shoot for the National Challenge
over with the packer after breaking trophy,
or summer fallow and very often aftt’(l; & d
seeding. This makes an ideal see ustralia ants Squadron.
bed asg it renders the soil more cap-| Melbourne, July 15.—Mr. Cook, the
able of retaining its moisture. The | Minister of .dvfeucc, states that he °s
reason for the winter killing in fail| thoroughly in favor of a local spuad-
wheat this spring has been due more ron.provxded it he(fﬂmes Australia’s
to lack of moisture than anything | section of the imperial navy: The of
else. One advantage of the value o~ | fer of $10,000,000 is unconditional but
packing is that it has produced an should home autllprities perfer {0 em-
increase of 27 per cent in the produec- pluy the fmone]y in building ; swift
tion of a field of oats.” cruisers for the protection of. Aus-
“There is also the alfalfa question,| tralian trade so much the better.
said Mr. Hutton. “If we lcan get | They could train Australian sailors
farmers growing alfalfa properly the| who work in conjunction with the
fodder question will be forever solved. local destroyers.
On July 13, 1908, a plot of alfalia

which was inoculated: yielded 4150
tons of dry hay and  a field of the ¢
same size not inoculated yielded 3040| - CLOS G S

tons. Alfalfa is eslimated to have
2 per cent. more protein than timothy
and five tons of alfalfa are said to

Winnipeg Eight Trailed in Two
Lengths Behind the Winner But
Her Crews Took Other Events

be equal in nutritive value to
tons of timothy hay and to 4 12 toas
of grain.”

The speeches of the day, which
were ~delivered from an improvised
platform dealt with the benefits ac-
cruing to the province by the estab-
Ishment of the experimental farm.
Emphasies was placed on the neees-
sity of growing early maturing grains
and of culfivating the soil so as to
retain all the moisture possible.

As the first annual excursion ‘to

7 the Lacombe experimental farm, the
day was a great success in every way.
All: who were present. expressed in
some way or other their appreciation
of ‘what is being done for the caus-

St. Paul, Minn., July 18.—Winnipeg
took three events out of the four,
the senior bantam, senior singles, and
junior fours, in.the latter half of the
international regatta of the Minneso-
ta and Western Canadian Rowing as-
sociation on the Mississippi river
here today. 8t. Paul won the fourth
event, the senior eight, Duluth second
and Winnipeg third. Port Arthur
of agriculture and returns home to] and Kenora were not represented ‘n
do misignary work -for the.farm o} this race as they had.only sent Ban-
that on ‘ocagion of the éxcursion nexsjtam crews. The course was a mile
year the attendanec will be greatly{ and a hal long. The result of the
ifereased. senior eight was a big surprise.

Since  Winnipeg had tukenﬂnear}l}y
FIVE CANADIANS every event in regatta, it was thought
MADE POSSIBLES

not at all' unlikely that her ‘crew
(Continued from Page One).

would trail in last and several lengths
behind the winner at that, From
the start Duluth led,  about a quarter
of a length for the first half mile,
rowing 42 strokes. 81, Paul was close
behind, rowing 40 strokes and Winni-
peg about a length ‘behind rowing
thirty-eight. Beyond the half-mile
mark the St. Paul crew crept steadily
to tht front and led by two lengths
at the finish.

King’s prize with Pte. MeCae, 7th
Argyle Highlanders, and these two
men who so far lead the crack shots of
the empire, will shoot off for premier
honors tomorrow.

Corpl. Albert Sprinks, who has thus
brought further renown to the Canad- NEW ACT NEXT SESSION.
jan marksmen, is unattached and o o o
must not be confused with his brother, | Minister of Public Works Informs
Corporal W. D. Sprinks, of the same Good Roads Cr:.nvenhon ot fow
regiment, who is a member of the of- portant Change in Law.
ficial Canadian team. A special prize H fMOHd%y,‘Q Sy ) e ¢
is given the competitor making the on. W. H. Cushing, minister of
highest aggregate score in the first public works, attended the good roads
stage of the King’s, namely, the N. convention in Leduc last week, at
R. A. bronze medal.’:md the R. R. A | which he made the statement that
bronze badge, and it is for these that’ the govérnment iniended to pass a
the Canadian and the Highlander shoot ;tf::l s(";:ziflE‘d]ll]lt:;swzatldd;;(;l\llgd( tf}(];r
;:f;vt)on;r?;égwhiZE;,vnfa;rZ{g}:zzsca::gwg: the formation of rural municipali-
these are inclludm;‘gih the final gran(i He with power 46 borroyv mokmj‘y, Efl(]ld
total for the King’s prize, the repre- gl g Bt upop T
sentatives of the D;;minior‘; will enter sind Ot}w[r)ii(;;?::lrc:g;ls)lv(gexlétx.n5.
on the second stage on Friday, ten

v “The government recognizes,”” said
shots each at 300 and 600 yards, with|{ Mr. Cushing, ‘“‘that the present local
better prospects than in.any recent

- improvement act has outlived its use-
years. Following are the complete| fulness and .that it will be of little
Canafhan scores in the third part of| avail to .attempt to patch it up. The
the first stage of the King’s prize, | new act will give rural municipalities
seven shots at 600 yards, shot today. |the same powers as are at present
Corp. Copping, Montreal.. .. .. .. 30} possessed by towns. Government
Sgt. Maj. Creighton,Toronto5455455—33 | money will in future be confined
Capt. Forrest, Vancouver .. .. .. 29/ principally to expenditure ir new die-
{C.-8gt. Freeborn, Hamilton 6555455—34 | trict and settlers in older localities
Pte. Gougeon, Winnipeg.. 55535564—32 | will be expected to attend largely to
Sgt.Maj.Huggins, Hamilton5545555—34 | their own needs. The government
Maj. Jones, P.EI.. .. .. ..35556553—31 | expenditures in older districts will in
Sgt. Kelly, Toronto .. .. .. .. .. 31| future ba curtailed.

Sgt. Kerr, Toronto.. .. .. .. .. .. 28] “Specifications have been prepared
Corp. McInnis, Edmonton 55652556—32 | by my departr;lent,“ sai:l M:l': Cdush-
Capt. McVittie, Toronto.. 5545455—33 ; ing, “but they have not been lived up
8gt. Marsden, Winnipeg.. 4555545—33(t0. As to the expenditure of govern-
S&t- Mitchell, Hamilton ..5455555—34 | ment monay _in future, I can not say
Lt. Morris, Bowmanville.. 3555554—a2; Whether it will be handed over to the
Bgt. Richardson, Vietoria.. 5454355—31 local authorjties, ag recomme nd}j{l} ll),y
Bgt. Ruseell, Ottawa.. 4355455—31 | the convention, or whether-it will be
Lt. Smith, Chatham .. .. .. .. .. 28}disbursed by the goverrsl.mm itself.
. Smith, Ottawa.. .. ..5535 39 Local Member’s Viewti
g'ifm W: D. Springs Toronto - 30 M. Telford, M.P.P: for Leduc, de-
8gt. Stack, Truro .. 544455532 | clared that the building of good
Corp. A. Spinks, Toronto. . 5565¢45—33 | 708ds was too heavy a burden for the
8gt. Blackburn ,Wirmipeé. g9 rural municipalities to umdertatkhe.
o ’ ettt o0 ! He thought that narrow tires: were the
Btaff Sergt. Bayles, Toronto .. .. 27 i Y
3 & ' | great enemy of good roads ang favor
thgfﬁ:;e‘sf: esz;a:i}::nIs(.;v},m shot in} (4~ the appointment of rozd  inspec:
- Byt 1N S Prize 1o\ 4,rs. who reside in the various dis-
S L Ly qualnﬁed outright tricts; He did not favor the aboli-
for ;l&e sgcond stage, l}he" scores be-|4,n of the statute labor system:
ing 96 and over, as follows :— Resolutions. Passed.
Corp. Albert Sprinks 103, Sergt. he convention passed the {ollow-
Mitéhell (Hamilt i on o Siaged. )
e (Hamilton) 102, Capt. Me- ing resolutions after considerable dis-
Vittie (Toronto) 101, Col. Sergt. Free-| cussion:
born (Hamilton) 99, Sergt. Huggins| 1 Resolved that this convention is
(nggllltg:})} %@Sergttb)StgckL(fl‘n:roﬁg& of opinion that good roads a ecom-
rgt. y {Toron , Lieut. Mor-

: - ; panied by systematic drainage a1i‘e the
ris (Bowmanville) 97, Bergt Richard- greatest neetd of the farmers ofi this
son (Victoria) 87, Sergt. Russell, (Ot-| district. These, if secured, *would

tawa) 97, Bergt. Major Creighton (To-| better the conditions of those no w en-
ronto) 96. gaged in farming and tend to a more

In all the three hundred competitors! general settlement and cultivation of
taking the highest places in the first the rich farm lands of this coun try.
stage are eligible for the second stage;! 2. Resolved that in the opinioxr. of

and six more Cana.dians whose scores this convention the expenditure of
*eached 95 have still a chance of get-

for the second stage: Corp. Melnnis, |

and 2!

drains should be managed upon busi-
ness principles and entirely removed
fromiparty. politics.

3. Resolved that this convention is
of opinion that all such government
works should be constructed by the
system of tender and contract, and
that no government money should be
expended on public works exeept un-
der said system.

4. Resolved that the government be
requested to publish statements show-
ing the amounts of public money al-
lotted to and expended in each con-
stituency since the formation of the
province.

5. This convention is of opinion; that
the foregoing provisions for-the con-
struction and improvement of roads,
bridges and drains should be made
part of the statute law of the . pro-
vince,

6. Resolyed that a copy of the reso-
lutions passed at this convention be
forwarded to the government of the
province,

7. That the government of Alberta at
next session of parliament give
power, subject to vote of ratepayers,
to all local governing bodies to bor-
row moneys for the purpose of con-
strueting and maintaining roads, such
money to be expended at the discre-
tion and under the“sole control of said
local governing body and that the
government guarantee the municipal
bonds.

8. The moneys which at present are
expended by ‘the government in road
construetion to be granted to the local
governing bodies the amount of each
individual grant being based on the
current taxation of said local govern-
ing body.

Local Association Formed.

A good roads association was.form-
ed in the constituency, eonsisting of
two representatives and the "eouncil-
lor from each township and the good

The officers of. the association are to
be the president and secretary-trea-
surer. The following are the mem-
bers of the association: John Hersi-
chorn, B. Charest, W. Heatley, J.
Hammer, G. Belter, F. D. Falken-
burg, W. Buckle, Jno. Hahl, C. W.
Gaetz, C. E. A. Sanders, W. J. Dent
and D. C. Britton.
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THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

(Editor Bulletin:

8ir,—The excellent statement of the
board principles upon which a fa2-
ulty of agriculture should be includ-
ed in a modern university is given in
your editorial column of July 3rd,
causes me to feel that any special
contribution I can make Tregarding
the experience of a. single state is
almost unnecessary. Still, as con-
crete evidence - sometimes  appeals
more effectively than the egneraliza-
tions ‘based upon it, perhaps your
readers will be interested in a short
account of my recent interview with
D. E. W. Hilgard, Emeritus Professor
of Agriculture in the University of
California and ex-dean of the College
of Agriculture. Professor Hilgard
has spent practically all ‘of his long
life in the service of agriculture and
is generally looked to in this state
as the leading authority 'on most
topics connected with that important
industry.

Just a word here on Dr. Hilgards
main work as an agricultural expert.
It has been in the line of soil analy-
sis, a peculiarly technical branch,
requiring the highest specialized
training of the university man in or-
der to secure accurate results. When
Professor Hilgard began his work in
California 35 years ago, and talked cf
soil analysis, he was regarded in the
farming districts ag an aimiable luna-
tic. Today, now that his work-in the
laboratories of the wuniversity has
added millions of aollars to the an-
nual inecome of the state, his lunacy,
is considered to have been more prac-
tical than the sanity which condemn-
ed it.

Professor Hilgard informed me that
the College of Agriculture had Leen
operating as an integral part of the
university for forty years, during
thirty-five ‘of whicm he had himseif
presided over the work of the college,
He was surprised to know that 1t
should have been stated” that the
union was a failure and had had ‘o
be dissolved. It was true that oeo-
casional attempts at separation had
been made, but they had always been
connected with some movement in
“practical polities,” and had never
been endorsed by the sound thought
of either the rural or urban popula-
tion. The familiar arguments, said
the professor, upon such occasions,
were: (1) That the members of the
faculty of the College of Agriculture
were dreamers, romancers, and not
‘“‘practical’’ men; (2) that the stu-
dents graduated from the College - {
Agriculture and went into any profes-
sion rather than agriculture; (3) that
the students of the College of Agricul
ture were looked down upon by the
other students. With regard to (1)
the single work of Teclaiming  hy
scientific methods the alkali lands of
California “had shown how practicai
the so-caled dreamers were. As for
(2) the records of the college showed
deciseively that an overwhelming per-
centage of its gradmates took up agri-
culture as their life-work, not al-
ways upon the farm, but more es-
pecially in different lines of scientific
agricultural investigation, for workers
in which there was a demand quifa
beyond the supply. The third argo-
ment, that of snobbishness manifest-
ed by other students towards those
in the College of Agriculture, seemed
to him a very strange reason to advo-
cate for separation, as any class “eel
ing which ‘might wexist would only
be officially sealed by differentiating
the colleges.

Professor Hilgard did not think the
fact of the Agricultraral College being
combined with the general scheme of
a wuniversity located in or near a
city had anythinz to  do with the
movement citywands from the coun-
try. The real rush away from th2
farm to city life, he believed, oc-
curred not among college-trained agri-
culturists, who #%ook back to their

agricultural work the stimulus of a
broader education, sut among | the

publie money upon roads, bridges and | farm boys who got no intellectual op-

roads ¢ommittee of the Board of Trade.

‘uniting the institutions.

v
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portunity, and so, wearying of farm'
routine, dropped the solid substance
of an honorable employment for per-
carious livelihood in the fowns.

When asked as to the true aim of
a modern college of agriculture, Dr.
Hilgard stated that in his opinion
it should be to produce leaders -f
scientific' agricultural thought, quali-
fied to ‘instruct and to advise, men
thoroughly acquainted with the prac-
tical details of agriculture (preferably
through early training on the farm),
but beyond that experts in the most
modern methods of scientific- agricul-
tural’ = investigation. Great care
should be taken to have people under-
stand clearly the distinction between
a university faculty of agriculture on
the one hand, and a school of techni-
cal agricultural ingtruction on the
other. ;

Profesor Hilgard summed up for
me briefly the work of the College of
Agriculture under these heads: (1)
Instruection to regular students in the
college; (2) Addresses and ‘short
courses at farmers’ institutes; (3)
Maintenance of experiment stations
at strategic points in the state; (4)
Experment by collaboration with in-
dividual “armers; (5) Correspondence
with “farmers on special proolems;
(6) Soil, water, and fertilizer analysis.
It is interesting to notice here that
the agricultural department of the
wniversily last year printed 70,000,000
pages of literature for the instruction
of the farmers of the state and an-
swered 15,000 letters of inquiry. The
satisfaction of the farming commun-
ity with the work of the college, said
Professor Hilgard, was amply demon-
strated by the very cordial resolutions
of appreciation and confidence whica
the institutes invariably passed befo 2
dissolving.

I asked Professor Hilgard in the
last place what in his opinion was
the trend of modern scientific agricul-
tural thought with regard to tnis
question of amalgamation or separa-
tion. He replied that the trend was
all in the former direction, or, where
that was not taking place, in the, di-
rection of an expensive duplication
of educational facilities. He quoted
the example of Iowa, a state which
established her wuniversity in one
town and her college of agriculture
in another considerably = removed.
Owing, however, to the complaints f
the farming community, that the gen-
eral education given at the College of
Agriculture was inferior and insuf-
ficient, the state had found it neces-
sary to duplicate in effect, the work
of the state university by establish-
ing parallel departments at the agri-
cultural college down (shall we say)
to Latin. Professor Hilgard thought
experience and economy  were .all
against separation.

This ig a very brief resume of a
most interesting conversation, Profes-
gsor Hilgard supplying the interest..
I trust it has not lost two much ia
the process of reduction jo written
words.

Yours very fruly,

WILLIAM HARDY ALEXANDER.
Berkeley, California.

July 10, 1909.

SENATOR TALBOT DISCUSSES
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.
Editor Bulletin:

Dear Sir: —In your issue of 10th inst.
there appears a letter from Prof. Alex-
ander relating t¢™ our proposed agricul-
tural college and which calls for a reply
from me.

Prof. Alexander tells us he was a re-
sident of California for some years and
is an alumnus of her state university.
He also says he is going to ascertain the
facts regarding that agricultural college
He says, “1 am already, with that end
in_view, seéking to arravge interviews
with the dean of the college of agricul-
ture (at Berkeley) and the director of
the state farm (at Dairs).”

For my part’'I want no clearer proof
than the above statement furnishes of
the failure of that agricultural college.

‘When a clever man like the professor
can spend seven years ‘there and be an
alumnus of the university, and then
have to make, apparently, a special trip
there and have special interviews with
the dean of the college and the director
of the farm in order to learn something
about that college I am convinced that
the agricultural college at Berkeley has
not occupied that prominent position in
California that the farmers of that state
would like 1o see itr occupy. I thank
the professor for this dalightfully con-
vincing proof of the truth of my aseor-
tion that an agricultural college design-
ed to directly benefit the farmers can-
not be a great euccess if closely connect-
ed with the university proper.

But, I do not wish the professor, nor
other readers of my letter:to the mem-
bers of the, legislature, to think that I
was manufacturing “facts.” “It is not
my habit, nor was it necessary to do €0.”
I sought the “facts’’ from the class to
which I bélong, viz, the agriculturalists.
The professor seeks the facts from the
class’ to which -he belongs, viz, the pro-
fessors ,the deans, and other paid em-
ployees of the university, whose admis-
sicn cf failure would be suicidal,

I have before me a letter from Prof.
Alfred Atkinson of the agricultural col-
legs at Bozeman, Montana. Notice he is
an agriculturist. He says:

“The question of establishing the in-
stitutions of higher education is juset
now before the pecple of the province
of Alberta. This is an important ques-
tion and ought to be dealt with slowly,
in order that no serious mistakes may
be made. The suggestion that comes to
those connected with taking up a pro-
blem’ of this dort is that it will be more
economical and effective if the institu-
SUO I3 WI0] Oif} Ul 1oyje80} {[¥ i suony
great university including all lines. The
arguments - for this are, economy in
teachere, laboratory ~ eguipment, and
other similar advantages”

“The best guide for the future is the
experience of the past, and since a num-
ber- of the higher educational institu-
tions of the United States have been
established for a great many years, we
might do. well to turn.to these and see
just what the experience has been with
Quite a large
number of the States put their educa-
tional institutions together and a num-
b.er of these are still following ‘this po-
licy. A number, however, have found
that it ie not satisfactory and so have
taken steps to separate -their agricul-
tural colleges from their universities. An
example of this is the University of
California. The last two legislaturrsl
have eet aside $282,000 to be used in,

establishing - an  agricultural college

| the agricultural college was not doing

which 18 located about sixty miles from
the University of Berkeley. The farmers
of the State of California found that

effective work as a part of the univer-
sity.”

The folowing taken from Hoard’s
Dairyman of Ft, Ad¢kineon, Wiscinsin,
and written by Mr. H. A. Craft, was one
of the sources from which I got my ine
formation. It should be reliable. It
reads:

““California’s New Agricultural College”
“Things come about after a while, but
we have to wait.: BEvolution is slow but
sure. i

“The point T am getting at is that
agricultural education is taking a more
practical turn. Half a dozen years ago
I called out mo less an authority than
Prof. W. A. Henry by a letter written
to an eastern agricultural paper on the
subjeet,
agricultural collége wds turning out
nearly everything but practical farmeis.
Later on I stirred the ire of the vener-
able Hilyard of the agricultural col-
lege of the Unmiversity of <California, I
told him that ‘I though that the ag-
ricultural college ought to be separated
from the University at Berkeley, moved
out frogm the influence of the big cities
on the bay and into the centre of the
great farming eections; that the field
and the farm should be the labcratory
of the farm student instead of the stuffy
little class rooms at Berkeley, and that
the average agricultural student ought
not to have his brains bothered with

should be given good, wholesome instruec-

I said then that the average}

every scientific fad that came up. but’

THE ALBERTA HOG.

By Lew Hutchinson, Duhamel, Alta.,
in Northwest Farmer.

This is quite a wide subject, as the
Alberta hog is a very much diversi-
fied animal and is found in all
shapes, sizes, colors and conditions
of thrift.

This is not the hogs’ fault, neither
is it the fault of the country.

The hog raisers, like the hogs, are
rather a mixed lot.

Most of us who came up here from
the corn states, where they do raise
hogs, while admitting that we don’t
want the lard hog here, still refuse
to take speed and the ability to dig
two rows of potatoes at once, into
the consideration in the breeding of
swine.

The up-to-date man from Eastern
Canada, where they appear to want
a hog which in close confinement can
be fed all he will eat without getting
fat, is trying to produce the extreme
type of bacon hog.

There are a great many farmers
from all parts of the universe who
raise hogs largely because they con-
sider that it is the proper thing for a
man on a farm to do.

They have no particular type in
mind and a.very hazy idea as to feed
and management, arguing that any
kind of a hog brought into connec-
tion with a limited quantity of grain,
should prove a money maker.

They try crossing with one breed

tions in farm practice,” “What!” cried
the learned gentleman, “Remove the
agricultural college from under the in-
spiring influence of this great institu-
tion of learning?”’ “The experiment sta-
tion,” I mildly suggested, ‘“was the
place to thresh out all fads.” “Well,
things are coming my way. The Cali-
fornia legislature of 1905 made an ap-
propriation of $150,000 for the purchase
and equipment of a university farm and
to provide instruction in agricultural ‘n
connection therewith.”

The article gees on at some length,
naming the men who were appointed *o
make the selection, and stating that
certain influences were brought to bear
to have it located at Berkeley. Thess
were overruled, however, and 780 acres,
near Davisville, Yolo Co., were selected.
The price paid was $103,290 not $282,060
as stated by Prof. Alexander. The bal-
ance .of the first appropriation was ex-
pended in buildings and equipment. The
legislature cf 1907 made an additional
appropriation . of $132600 for more
buildings and more eguipment.

Surely, Mr. Editor, when I took for
my authority such an eminent agricul-
turist as Prof. Atkinson and euch a
prominent agricultural paper as Hoard’s
Dairyman, I was justified in making the
statements I did in my letter of 15th
ult

That letter was ~written
consider the agricultural interests »f
this province. I think I have a pretty
good idea of what the farmers of Al-
berta want. It is pcssible I am mis-
taken.

Some critics accuse me of “bucking”
the university and of being opposed to
higher education. Nothing is faither
from the truth. In my youth I prepar-
ed for matriculation into Toronto uni-
versity and it has been the greatest re-
gret of my life that circumstances did
not permit me to complete the course.
I claim that the scheme 1 have advo-
cated would do more for the university
than any other single influence, Tt
would aleo be of inestimable value in
the immediale future to hundreds cf
young men who came to this province
as boys and whose education has been
interrupted. Among them, there is no
doubt a considerable number who are
clever, and who if once started in such
an institution as 1 have advocated
would be inclined to continue their
studies, to enter the university and gra-
duate. from' one of the faculties there.
It is from just-such stuff that the ma-
jority of the medallists of all our uni-
versities are made. T must apologize, Mr.
Editor, for taking up so much of your
space,

in what I

Yours “h‘l.l]_\’,
P. TALBOT.
Lacombe, July 12th, 1909.

PRESTON T0O ANXIOUS
- TO CAPTURE TRADE

Worked Too Hard for Development of
Canadian Trade With the Orient—
Other Powers Complain.

London, July 20—The Canadian As-
sociated Press understands that very
strong letters have been sent from
the Colonial office to the British am-
bassador at Tokio pointing out that
the advocacy of a T. R. Preston, late
Canadian commissioner for =irect
trade between Canada and Japan
without the intermediary of the for-
eign middleman, has had a very die-
turbing effect in commercial circles
of the Orient. These representations
the C. ‘A. P. believes have been trans-
mitted to Ottawa as complaints
against Preston making (Canadian
trade interests of greater impontance
than the general interests of foreign-
ers in the east.

Ottawa, July 20—Complaints. have
been received by the government from
the British colonial office and British
ambassador at Tokio regarding the
methods adopted by W. T. R. Preston
lately Canadian "trade commissioner
in' the Orient, while working to es-
tablish and develop Canada’s trade
with Japan. Mr. Preston, who is at
present in ‘Ottawa, when seen this
orning, said that when he went there
he began to push Canada’s interests,
which was his “business. He found
himseli up against the whole foreign
commercial element, particularly that
of Great Britain, Germany and the
United States. It was not only, he
said, that they objected to Japan buy-
ing from Canada what she had ibeen
purchasing from them, but that they
lieared the application of larger prin-
ciples to the disturbance of the pre-
sent condition of trade. Mr. Preston
said the agents for foreign commercial
powers indulged in a campaign of
abuse of himeelf which lasted  for
months, and also complained to their
several governments but the Japanese
got tired oi it and the only result was
good for anada in that this country
got enough advertisement to make her
as well known from Tokio to Hong
Kong as any other commercial power.

one year, and i: the pigs fail to thrive
in willow brush and stagnant water
while waiting for a crop to mature
and be threshed, try another mnext
year. A few years of this lack of
method produces a hog beside which
an ArKansas razorback looks proud.

Then there is the ‘bonanza’ hog
raiser who, having failed to market
his crop at a satisfactory figure, de-
cides to go into hogs. He goes in
with a plunge and buys up all the
brood sows he can find. Having poor
accommodation for ten, he buys fifty;
his feed is about in ‘proportion to his
accommodation, and he expects to
feed 300 pigs on it. By the time his
pigs are weaned he is out of feed
with all summér and a squealing
meb of pigs ahead of him. He buys
and borrows enough feed from the
neighbors to starve them along on.
until he finally gives up and throws
them on-the market for what he can
get, thus lowering the price of decent
pigs.

Now, dear reader, don’t draw the
conclusion from this rather doleful
outset that there are no good hogs
or hog men in Alberta; there are, and
lots of them, but, as I said before,
our type of hog right through, if we
may be said to have a type, is rather
mixed. 3

The men who are making the most
money out of hogs and are best satis-
fied with the business are those who
are producing a thick-fleshed, easy
feeding type of hog and are feeding
him. In stead of trying to plan how
little grain he can get along on, they
are trying to see how much they can
get him to consume in the first six to
eight months of his life.

On the other hand, the gentlemen
sent out by a paternal government
to judge our shows and to incidentally
let a little of the sacred stock lore
of Ontario ooze out and trickle gently
over us benighted individuals who
were ‘either not fortunate enough to
have been raised within those sacred
boundaries, or have been away 1011g
enough to have contracted various
heresies in regard to the feeding of
stock, are turning down this class of
hog wherever met with.

They seem to think that because
in the east their market demanfls a
hard feeding, unprofitable type of hog.
we should be compelled to produce
the same. They don’t seem to be
able to distinguish the difference be-
tween thick fleshing and fat. If a
hog shows any of those characteris-
tics which they describe in their lec-
tures as being essential to any easy
feeding, profitable type of meat pro-
ducing animal, such as shortness of
head and legs, thickness of flesh and
reasonable width, they promptly turn
him down as too fat and lardy.

As an instance of this at one of
our fat stock shows, there were en-
tered among others in the carcass
competition, eight pigs abeut six
months old weighing from 170 to 190
Ibs. live weight. They had been fed
from their youth up but with lots of
exercise and were nice, tidy, thick-
fleshed youngsters, greatly admired
by the packing house butchers who
described them as just the typ(l; of
hog they liked. : ;

There was some delay in getting
the animals to the slaughterhouse so
that they were not cool enough to
cut up when the judging began, and
they were judged without even being
split.

IWhen the judge came to the above
pigs he, without hesitation, pronounc-
ed them too fat and gave the thinnest
one third place. ;

Now the exhibitor of those pigs.
just to satisfy himself as to the kind
of carcass they would make, killed
one of the same lot that had }md
exactly the same chance as the eight
and was litter brother to four of
them, just before the show. There
was not ¥ of an inch of fat any-
where along the back and it was a
beautifully fleshed ecarcass with no
surplus fat.

Thus on the one hand we have the
practical man who is making money
out of his hog in spite of a rather
unsatisfactory market at times, pro-
ducing one type of hog, while the
scientific man whose busingss it is to
instruet us in such matters, tells us
we must raise another.

1s it any wonder that our hogs are
a little mixed or that a novice in the
business should be a little uncertain
how to start?

As an instance of the difference of
judgment between the judge and the
practical farmer, might be cited the
case of two sows exhibited at the last
Dominion fair. The one was an On-
tario sow 2 years old, long of snout
and leg, and quite narrow; while the
other was a 4 year old Alberta bred
sow, ehort legged, short nosed, long
bodied, low down and thick fleshed,
a typical sow of her breed. They came

the former sow won. After the

awards wete made they were offered
for sale and the champion sow
brought $30 while the other sold for
$75.
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GREATEST LAND OPPORTUNITY IN
BRITIS HCOLUMBIA,

New settlement, in the famous Okan-
agan Valley, soi a rich black loam, the
most fertile that lays under the Cana-
dian sun, especially adapted to the grow-
ing of fruit, vegetabes, hay, dadiry or
mixed farming, free fuel and timber for
buildings and fences. Grand opportunity
of securing a home in the world-famed
Okanagan Valley, climate warm and
beautifully mid. A great health resort.
'Excellent water. Okanagan fruit is beat-
ing the world. Prices. the lowest terms
the most reasonable in the whole valley.
Land not, so good, (sightly imprcved)
selling as high as $1,000 per acre. Our
terme $50 per acre, quarter down, rest
in thre equal annual paymeénts; in reach
of anyone; positively the greatest snap
in B.C. Sub-divided into 10 and 20 acre
lois. Come at once and secure a home in
the greatest climate in Canada -A home
in the banrer, leading fruit distriet of
B.C. Write before coming.

W. CURTIS HITCHNER,
Glericce, Westbank, B.C.

When the market demands an un-

profitable type of -hog and. demands
it to such an extent that the buyers
will pay enough more for such a one
to mpake it worth while for us to raise
him, then we Albérta farmers may
consider the proposition. But until
then the majority of the pork pro-
ducers will be found turning off the
thick fleshed, easy feeding kind. This
is the only argument that will pre-
vail, and all the lecturing and judg-
ing that can be put forth will not
change a man’s ideas in regard to
hogs half as quickly as a few cents
difference in the price.

It will be many years before our
market does call for such a hog, if it
ever does.

British Columbia is our chief out-
side market, and, together with the
other vast mining and lumbering re-
gions to the west and north of us.
as yet scarcely touched, will be for
many years. Now, if British Colum-
bia wants the extreme bacon type of
hog, why does she buy most of her
pork in Chicago?

That we have as fine a country for
raising hogs as there is anywhere is
never doubted for a moment by those
who have given it a fair trial. We
can raise almost anything we want
for pasture, and any quantity of grain
and roots.. Although our winfers are
rather long and sometimes a little
severe, there are comparatively few
days in most of them when a hog can-
not: feed outside quite comfortably.
We are so far free from disease and
almost so from vermin. Of course.
our friends from the corn-belt are
rather prone to “sigh for the flesh
pots of Egypt,” so to speak, and wish
that their granaries were full of the
‘‘golden ears,” insteads of oats and
barley, but if they will give it a fair
trial, they will find that they can
have their pigs weighing just as much
at six or seven months old .as they
did on corn. No one will deny, I
think, that corn will put the fat on
a mature animal. quicker than almost
any other grain, but fattening up ma-
ture hogs is one branch of the busi-
ness that should be eliminated as
soon as possible. Keep the young-
sters always fat, and when they are
six to eight months old they will go
to market and make money.

In regard to the profit on hogs in
Alberta, perhaps a leaf from my own
book might not come amiss. I once
kept strict account of every pound
of grain I fed my hogs for fifteen
months. I kept no account of *in-
terest on investment or labor, but
starting with four sows and a boar I
kept a record of all grain fed until
the second litter was marketed. Ove!
against htis, I placed the amounts re-
ceived from all sales and> the oats
and barley I fed made 65 cents per
bushel. T still had my original five
head ' and their keep for the period
free. The highest” price I got for
pork was 5 cents. I have mnever
kept very strict account since, but as
long as my pigs are thrifty and fit
for market under eight months, I

together for breed championship and,

don’t worry much about the price of

rain. ‘
Now, fellow swine breeders of Al-
berta, let us get closer together on
the type of our hogs and turn off an
evener, smoother, better finished ani-
mal. Shove the little fellows along
and you will not “have to winter
them; give them plenty of exercise
and feed.
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