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SCRIPTURE ttUESTIOHS.
OM THE EIGHTH CHAPTER OP GENESIS.

126 Whst reason is given in the opening of this chap
ter for the abatement of the waters ?

127. What agency did God employ for causing the 
waters to assuage1

128. In whst month, and day of the month,did the ark 
rest,—and on what mountains!

129. What time elapsed between the resting of the ark 
on the summit of one of the highest mountains, and the. 
visible appearance of the rest of the surrounding summits/

130. What dii Noah send forth from tho ark at the end 
of forty da vs, after he had soon the tops of the mountains !

131. Did both the birds return again to the ark from 
whence they were sent forth !

132. Why did one return, and not the other !
133. What time elapsed before Noah sent forth tho 

dove a second time,—and whst did sho bring back with 
her on her return ?

134. How did Noah discover that the waters wore 
abated from off tho earth ?

135. Did he send forth the dove any more,—and after 
what interval of time ?

136. In what year, month, and day of the month did 
Noah remove the covering from the ark ?

137. Was the earth in a Jit state for man and beast to 
dwell on when Noah uncovered the ark ?

138. What interval of time elapsed between the drying 
up of the waters which were on the face of the earth, and 
the drying of the earth itself!

139. When and why did Noah leave tho ark!
140. W hat was the first thing Noah did on leaving it ?
141. What is the first thing we should do at any time 

of deliverance, or preservation from impending danger ?
142. Ilave we any mention before this of the erection of 

an altar, or of the offering up of sacrifices ?
143. What offerings did Noah present to God,—and 

were they accepted !
144. What promises did God make Noah on his quitting 

the ark, and offering up his thanksgivings to him ?
145. What comfort and consolation may wo have on tho 

remembrance of these promises, whieh are daily and 
annually in course of fulfimont ?

KIRWAN'S REPLY TO BISHOP HUGHES.
LETTER HI.

Eramination of Church Interpretation continued.
Mr dbab Sir.—In my last letter I commenced, without 

concluding, an examination of the principle that the Bible 
has no authority save what your Church gives it, and that it 
must be understood and received as your Church interprets it. 
Upon this principle, sufficiently disproved by the consi
derations already presented, I have a low things more to 

• .'I
l must receive the Scriptures in tho sonso and meauinj 

which your Church given them ! God is ray father, am 
Jesus Christ is my Savior as well as yours. His word is 
a revelation of his will to me as well as to you, or as to 
any body of men upon earth. “ God, who at sundry 
times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the 
fathers by tho prophets, hath in these last days spoken to 
to us by li is Son so that, notwithstanding the puerile 
distinction, unworthy) of a man of sense, you make 
(paragraph No 40), God does speak to me through the 
prophets, and his Son, in his word ; and yet I must not 
near him, nor consider his sayings as possessing any 
authority or meaning, until holy mother gives his sayings 

'* 1 ' that is, I must hear God
' mother—lips which

the descendants of Peter than were the Jewish priests the 
descendants of Moses and Aaron ; so that, reasoningfrom 
the one to the other, this plea avails nothing. “ We be 
Abraham’s seed,” said the Jews. “ If ye were Abraham’s 
children, ye would do his works,” replied the Savior. 
“ We be Moses’ disciples,” cried the Pharisees. 'vHad

S» believed Moses, ye would have believed me,” says 
hrist. And it is surprising that a man like you, pro

fessing to he a master in Israel and a chief pastor in the 
Church of God, could for a moment lose eight of the pal
pable truth that the true evidence of apostolical succes
sion is apostolical faith and practice. In your fourth let
ter (paragraph No. 41) you speak of Joanna Sottthcote, 
Joe smith, and Father Miller with a sneer ; but, air, the 
most absurd absurdity of Joe Smith is clever sense when 
compared with your principle of making fallible men in
fallible expounders ot God’s revealed will, and sending 
all to perdition who do not receive their unanimous con
sent as its true meaning, when no snob consent was ever 
^iven or can bo found ! Sir, Joo Smith was much more 
of a Pope than you imagine. He dammed, as unblueh- 
ingly as you or holy mother, all that did not deem him 
and his cardinals infallible, and who rejected hie 
Mormon tradition ; and if, as a “ private reaeoner,” I 
were compelled to select Joe Smith or John Hughes at 
ray chief rabbi, notwithstanding “ the sympathies of my 
Irish nature,” I would not long hesitate between them.
I have no groat relish for tho nonsense of either of you, 
but I could swallow his with far loss difficulty and grim
ace than 1 could yours, and I would sooner get through 
tho hard process. My throat would not havo to be 
stretched, almost to the cracking of its skin, every day 
of my life, for tho purpose of taking down some mon
strous absurdity.

But you plead tho need of receiving the Scriptures in 
tho souse given them by your church, to save tho Church 
and the world from the divisions and schisms which are 
tho necessary result of private interpretation. It is to be 
regretted, on tho whole, that tho»» who reject Church in
terpretation are so much divided among themselves. But 
it is difficult to form any machinery, however perfect, 
without some friction. Like all other good things, the 
right of private judgment has been abused. But what, 
sir, has boon so awfully abused as the doctrines of Church 
interpretation, and sacramental grace, and of Purgatory 
—primo doctrines of holy mother ! Diversity of opinion 
is necessarily connected with the exercise of the right of 
private judgment, as God has no more made minds to 
think alike than ho has made faces to look alike, or tem
peraments to act alike. God and naturo abhor dead lev
els. Uniformity with diversity seems to be the great law 
of Jehovah ; and whether to surrender our right of pri-

before he was of age he was allowed to be one of the 
finest gentlemen and finest scholars of hie time. His 
learning is proved by notes which are still extant in hie 
handwriting on books in almost every department of 
literature. He spoke French like a gentleman of Louis’ 
bedchamber, ana Italian like a citizen of Florence.” 
“ He was early called the King of Hearts, and never, 
through a long, eventful and checkered life, lost his right 
to that name.”

The Duke of Shrewsbury died in 1717 without issue, 
and the dukedom expired with him. The late contest for 
the earldom, which, after all, had in view not so much 
the title as the possession of certain estates connected 
with it, owed its keenness mainly to a settlement made 
by the Duke in 1700, and confirmed by an act of Parlia
ment in 1719, entailing hie estates on his name and 
blood. This act of Parliament, however, contained a 
special clause—dictated by the fact that the nephew of 
the Duke, who succeeded him in the earldom, was a 
Catholic, to which religion hie successors also adhered— 
by which every tenant in tail of these estates, so long as

to me authority and meaning !
only when ho uses the lips of holy mother—lins w 
have blistered under tho oursés which she has been pro-1 
nouncing against me for ages ! Holy mother, sir, in the 
bloom of her youth, and in the maturity of her years, 
V lived deliciously, and courted kings to ber couch.” 
But hers has been a dissolute life. She has made the 
earth drunk with tho wine of her fornication ; and, al
though in her wrinkles and dotage, you now tell me that 
I can hear God only through her, and that I must bow 
mv car to the stream of her letid breath, and at the risk 
of all your curses learn God's will only as she expounds 
it ! If such a claim, calmly put forth, is not a proof of 
dotage, what can be ! Bishop Hughes, how old are you !

But why bind me to receive the Scriptures only in the 
sense which your Church gives them ! How can I know 
that she gives them a correct sense ? or must I take this 
for granted ! The popes aro admitted to be infallible ; so 
are the bishops, and so aro general councils. Pope has 
contradicted pope, bishop bishop, and council council. 
How, then, can 1 confide in their interpretation of Scrip* 
ture ! How can I be infallibly assured that any other 
man or body of men is infallibly qualified to guide me in
to the meaning of the Scriptures ! If I, Kir wan, reject 
my own prayerfully received sense of Scripture for yours, 
John Hughes, then are you not above tho Scriptures to 
me ! And do not I virtually reject what God says fur 
what you* say, who can now and then turn a sharp cor
ner, and leave the truth behind you! And if this is not 
infidelity, what is it ! •

But to this you reply that I must not look to yonr in
terpretation, but, as says tho creed of Pius IV., to “ the 
unanimous consent of the fathers.” But here again the 
4* private reasoner” has some important questions to ask. 
Who are the fathers ! Where or with whom do they be
gin or end ? This is an unsettled question. Were they 
not uninspired men and fallible ? This is admitted. 
Origan, among other errors, taught Universalisai ; Au
gustine retracted his errors ; Tertullian was a Montanist ; 
and oan,fallible men make an infallible rules /

Besides, the early fathers wrote but little in tho way of 
scriptural interpretation. If any thing, wo have scarcely 
any thing from the fathers before the middle of the second 
century ; and but little, save fragments, of the first three 
centuries, and these corrupted ; and what we have from 
those early times servos no purpose in settling the points 
in controversy. They ditiered widely among themselves ; 
some of them condemn your Apocrypha—some of them 
your absurd doctrine of traneubstantiation ; and yet, 
while these fathers were fallible, and differed among 
themselves ; while they pointedly oondomu in some things 
the teachings of your Church, and wrote but little in the 
way of scriptural interpretation, yet we must receive the 
Scriptures “ according to tho unanimous consent of the 
fathers !” Is not this preposterous ! Have you not ex- 
communicated your common sense and reason t

But, for the sake of tho argument, let us admit that 
these erring and contending fathers were unanimous in 
their support of the distinguishing doctrines of your 
Church. What, then, does this avail ! If unanimous in 
teaching what tho Scriptures do not, their teaching can 
not be received ; if in what the Scriptures do teach, we 
receive that without them. Nor is unity any evidence of 
truth in itself. Mon in multitudes have been united for 
age's in supporting a lie ; and union is in tho inverse ra
tio of knowledge. The more perfect the ignorance, other 
things being equal, the more perfect the union. When 
the Blind load the blind, they cling very close together. 
Individuals in full vision often select different roads to 
the same place, but the blind crowd along tho same road, 
and cling to one another like swarming bees, even on the 
brink of the precipice. Hence the proverb, “ If tho blind 
lead the bliou, both will fall into toe ditch and if tho 
eitooeesore of Moses, who sat in bis seat, and boasted that 
they were his ecclesiastical descendants, were blind lead
ers of the blind, may it not be possible that the same may 

i be the ease as to the descendantsfyf Palter ! Your letters,
1 now before me, give the plainest evidence that the eyes of 

T in great need of couching O that you 
i the eye-s tire spoken of in Revelation 

i is forbidden by the fact that yotir 
idante of Peter, and that they have 

i promise of divine guidance. But they are no more

vate judgment in religious things for tho sake of a level 
uniformity, or to retain it with the variety of opinions 
which may spring from it, is the question which here 
divides the papist from the' Protestant. To my mind, it. 
is liko the question whether we shall have a free, open 
sea, with its ceaseless souhding, its ever heaving bosom, 
and its billows occasionally rolled to the sky by the tem
pest, or a sea bound in fetters, with an unruffled bosom, 
stagnating by day and by night, and sending over earth 
and air its putrid exhalations.

While I deplore tho divisions among Protestants, and 
feel that they are unnecessary, evincing less forbearance 
than passion, yet, sir, does holy mother exclude them from 
her pale by her stringent rule of Church interpretation ? 
Has she had no schisms in her bosom ! Among her nu
merous progeny, have there been no Mother Ann Lees, no 
Joo Smiths, no Father Millers ! Perhaps, sir, you forget 
that tho fathers of Protestantism have contended, in every 
age, with forms of fanaticism, and have used all weapons 
against them save those potent gnes of your Church, fire 
and fagot. Has your Church done so ! Has not your 
priesthood, in every age, fostered fanaticism and absurdi
ty ! Liberius patronized Arianism, a branch of Socin- 
ianism. Montanue, more than a rival for Swedenborg, 
was patronis'd by his contemporary pope. And the fan
aticism of Mother Loo and of Joanna go out, as do the 
stars amid the effulgence of tho sun, when compared with 
the fanaticism of Beata of Cuenza, who, teaching that her 
body was transubstantiated into our Lord’s body, was 
conducted with processions to the churches, where she was 
adored as you now adoro the Host ; or with that of Clara 
of Madrid, who claimed, and was allowed, to be a pro
phetess ; or of sister Nativité, who saw on one occasion 
in tho hands of the officiating priest, at the consecration 
of the wafer, a little child, living, and clothed with light. 
Tho child, eager to bo eaten, spoke with an infantile 
voice, and desired to be swallowed ! And you, sir, a 
bishop in a church whose history is crowded with the 
feats of such fanatics, and whose bishops and popes have 
been their patrons, will quote against Protestants tbs ex
amples of a few fanatics that we ever opposed, to prove 
to us the mischief of interpreting the Bible for ourselves ! 
Bishop Hughes ! Bishop Hughes ! 1 O Bishop Hughs ! ! ! 
how sorry I am for%you ! •

Nor is this all. You dwell upon our divisions and 
schisms as proof to demonstration against our private in
terpretation, forgetting that if it is strong against us it 
is equally strong against Church interpretation. Ilave 
you never read of, or havo you conveniently forgotten, 
the Western schism which rent the bosom of holy mother ! 
Have you forgotten the feuds between the Janeeuiets and 
the Jesuits, aud those caused by the Augustines and the 
Dominioans ! Have you never read of tho Scotiets and 
Thomiste—of tho war about the immaculate conception of 
the Virgin Marr between tho Franciscans and Domin* 
cans —of the feud between the Franciscans and Pope 
John T Through every century of her existence the bosom 
of holy mother has been rent by internal feuds sueh as 
have never cursed tho Protestant world. At this very 
hour her bosom is like the bowels of Ætna when on the 
eve of eruption. It is said your memory at times is quite 
slippery !

Sir, it would have been well for you had you made 
ourself hotter acquainted with the annals of popery and 
’ro testant ism, to uso your own classical and dignified 

language* “ before you had launched your shallow bark 
on the ocean of ecclesiastical history.”

1 will recur again to this subject la my next.”
Yours, &o., Kibwan.

THE SHREWSBURY ESTATE.
The succession to the Earldom of Shrewsbury, the old- 
t English peerage of that rank, has lately been made 

the subject of a vigorous contest. This title was first

granted in 1442 to John, Lord Talbot, distinguished for 
is strenuous but unsuccessful efforts to preserve the 

erown of Franco to Henry VI. of England against the in
surrection stimulated by the Maid of Orleans, and whose 
death in the battle of Bordeaux in 1453, with that of his 
eldest son, forme a striking scene in the 41 First Part of 
“ King Henry VI.,” printed as one of Shakespetre’s 
plays, but whieh is now generally admitted to ne the 
production of some earlier unknown writer, perhaps 
slightly retouched by the great dramatist.

From this first Earl, known as the 44 Great” Earl of 
Shrewsbury, tho title descended from father to son down 
to Gilbert, the seventh Earl, to whom suooeeded hie 
brother Edward, the eighth Earl, who died without issue 
in tho year 1617. An heir to the title was then found 
among the descendants of the second son of the seeond 
Earl. That eon, Sir John Talbot of Albrigbton, was 
twioe married, first to Margaret Troutbeok, and secondly 
to Elizabeth Wrottesloy. From the first of these marri
ages originated tho Troutbeok line of tho Shrewsburye. 
The ninth Eirl was a great-grandson of Margaret Trout- 
book, and was succeeded by hie younger brother, from 
whom were descended the successive holders of the title 
down to Bertram Arthur, tho seventeenth Earl, who died 
in 1856 without issue.

The twelfth Earl, who euoeeeded to the title in 1684, 
was a distinguished historical character, an active mem
ber of most of the Cabinets of WUliam III., and created 
by that King Duke of Shrewsbury. This nobleman is 
thus portrayed by Maoauley—not often in bis historical 
portraits inclined to flatter :

His person was pleasing, his temper singularly 
sweet, his parts such that if he had been horn in humble 
rank t^frt well have raised him to the height of civil 
greatness ; all these advantages he had so improved that

he should remain a Catholic, was prohibited from cutting 
off the entail. Notwithstanding this prohibition, the late 
Earl, who stiU adhered to the Catholic faith, proceeded 
on the assumption that the Catholic Relief bill operated 
as a repeal of this restraint upon him, executed a deed 
disentailing the estates, and then made a will giving 
them to an infant son of the Duke of Norfolk, another 
Catholic peer. The Troutbeok branch of the Talbot 
family having expired with the late Earl, a claim was 
put in to the earldom and estates by Earl Talbot, the re
presentative of Lord Chancellor Talbot, descended, as it 

I was alleged, in the male line, from the Wrottesloy branch 
j of the Talbots. This claim the Duke of Norfolk, on be
half of his infant son, was allowed to oppose, not as sett
ing up for that infant son, or, indeed, for anybody else, 
any claim to the title, but on the ground that if no claim 
to ivcould be made out, there would he nobody to claim 
the estates against the devise made of them by the lato 
Earl. J

As Earl Talbot claimed through the Wrottesley bran eh, 
it was incumbent on him to show, not only that ho was 
descended from Sir John Talbot of Albrighton, through 
hie marriage with Elizabeth Wrottesloy, but that there 
were no descendants of the earlier marriage whose claims 
would be prior to his. In this point of view, great use 
was made by the opponents of the claim of a monumental 
inscription over the tomb of Sir John Talbot of Albrighton 
who lies buried in Bloomsgrove Church. The chief part 
of this inscription is now illegible, but an old manuscript 
from the library of Lord Lyttieton was tendered in evi
dence to show _wbat that inscription once was, and that 
it stated that Sir John of Albrigoton had several sons by 
his first wife—sons of whom no mention was made, and 
who were not accounted for, in the pedigree furnished by 
Earl Talbot. This manuscript, under tho strict rules of 
evidence, was rejected by the House of Lords, though no 
doubt was entertained that it truly represented tho words 
of the inscription, which in fact were subsequently de
ciphered from the monument itself. It was suggested 
that Major Talbot of Wrexford, who came forward as a 
claimant of the title, was descended from one of those 
children ; but there was no proof of this, and as no other 
trace of those children could be discovered beyond the 
mere mention of them in tho inscription, it was conclud
ed that they must havo died young v.nd without issue. 
The only other person suggested as a descendant of those 
children was Lord Talbot of Malahide* but he expressly 
disclaimed any title. There were, however, a good many 
of tho Wrottesley Talbots to bo accoutred for before Earl 
Talbot could come in as heir. Bhirrington, a grandson 
of that marriage, had by a first wife six sons and by a 
second wife four sons. It was through the third son of 
tho second marriage that Earl Talbot traced his descent, 
and the greatest difficulty which he had to encounter was 
in accounting satisfactorily for the failure of the issue of 
the eight elder brothers of his ancestor, whose claims, 
had there been any such surviving issue, would have been 
prior to hie. What added to this difficulty was that a 
pedigree—J—J *---- *l L j—” ** *----

-- -------- , ■ ■ >~ w* uvuiy yyrwi mat a
ree produced from the books of the Heralds’ College 
i it had been entered by one of these brothers, and 

which otherwise might have been entitled to the highest 
credit, was proved to be willfully false in omitting all 
mention of one of the brothers, an omission prompted, as 
yras supposed, by a low marriage which he had made. 
Another difficulty growing out of the defioieneyor discrep
ancy of records, was in proving the legitimacy of the first 
Earl Talbot—though his father was a Bishop—and the 
legitimacy or even the paternity of tho Bishop himself, 
since the first mention of hie name in any register produc
ed described him as tho son of William Talbot of Ditch- 
field, though to make out the case it was necessary to 
show that he was in (act the eon of William Talbot of 
Whittington, ninth son of the Shirrington Talbot, spoken 
of above. It further appeared that, though the Duke of 
Shrewsbury in hie will spoke of the Bishop as hie kins- 

, he did not recognize him, according to the claim 
now set up, as standing next in the line of succession to 
the persons mentioned in the settlement. But all these 
difficulties were overcome, and Earl Talbot, the fifth peer 
of that family, has been recognized by the House of Lords 
as the eighteenth Earl Shrewsbury. The question, how
ever, of the possession of the estates remains to be decid
ed by a lawsuit, the trustees under the will of the late 
Earl still maintaining bis right, under tho Oatholio Re
lief bill, <b dock the entail ang,dispose of the property.

Ws publish below a letter from the Rev. Mr. Williams, 
now a missionary in California, supported by the Preabyteri- 
an Church, New Jersey, giving an interesting account of hie 
observations and labours among the Romanists of South 
America. It will suit for reading to other Sabbath-schools 
beside that to which it was specially addressed, and will be 
found interesting te adults as well as to the young.

’(-(From the Presbyterian.)
LETTER ABOUT SOUTH AMERICA.

No Bibles—Opening an Academy—Notions about Protestants
Success of the School—Reading the Testament—Encourag
ing Indications.
My Young Friends,—My last letter left you at Valparaiso 

on the coast of South America. This is a city of about 
sixty thousand inhabitants, built upon steep hills, broken in
to precipitous ravines or gorges, some of the houses stand
ing upon almost perpendicular cliffs one hundred to one hun
dred and fifty feet high. It used to make 44 my flesh creep” 
to see how carelessly the little children would sometimes play 
and run about these heights. Oceanionally you would hear 
of their falling over, and sometimes being killed ; and 1 am 
afraid they were not prepared to die, as they are not instruct
ed as you are, to love the Sabbath, God’s holy word, good 
books, and the Lord Jesus Christ. They are all reared in 
the Roman Catholic Church, and if taught to pray at all, 
they repeat more prayers to the Virgin Mary, and those they 
call Saints, than to the Lord Jesus Christ. Not one in a 
thousand ever eaw a Bible, unless it might happen to have 
been lying on some of the altars in their great cathedrals. 
Why, one day, the Rev. Mr. Grier, (a Chaplain of our 
Church in the American Navy) and 1 were riding out over , 
the bills, a few miles from Valparaiso, and we stopped at a* 
bouse to get some water. Tho lady, who seemed to be the 
mother of the family, received us very kindly. Having by 
this time acquired a little of the Spanish tongue, I entered 
into conversation with her, and asked her 4( if she had a 
Bible f” 14 Yes,” she replied. “ Do you love to read 
it!” She said she did. “ Pleas j bring your Bible to me. 
that I may see it.” So she brought a book to me about the 
iixe of a common school Testament ; and upon examining 
it, I found it was a book setting forth the superiority of the 
Jesuits. This poor ignorant woman and her family were so 
deceived by the priests aa to believe that that Jesuitical book 
was God’s Holy Book l So it is all over Chili—a beautiful 
country in many places, possessing a fertile soil, and charm 
ing climate ; but the people, alas ; are made to believe that 
certain Roman Catholic books are the Bible.

Now, my young friends, I went to Chili at the solicitation 
of Dr. Baird of New York, then connected with the Ameri
can Foreign and Christian Union, to try to give some of the

yooth there the Bible, ae God wrote it by his inspired pro
phets and apostles ; a pore Bible, without any mixture or ad
ditions from the Roman Church.

For this purpose I started an academy for boys and young 
men, to teach them the English tongue, and thus to reach 
them with the English Bible, besides making it a good school 
in every respect. Time would fail to tell the difficulties I 
had to encounter. Suffice it to say, I succeeded beyond ex
pectation, and had more young men and boys than 1 had 
time to attend to. I had to proceed with great caution for 
some time lest their prejodices and those of their parents 
should be excited and prevent their coming. In the mean
while 1 was acquiring the Spanish, while they were learning 
the English. 1 visited the families of all those who sent 
their young men or boys to me, thus making their acquaint
ance. Then they began to invite me frequently to dine and 
spend the evening with them ; and they would ask me many 
questions about Protestantism, and all that. You may think 
it strange, but questions like these were often put. 44 Are 
you a Christian !” 44 Yes,” 1 told them 1 hoped 1 was. 
44 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, and you a Protestanté !” 
Yes,” I replied, I committed my soul’s salvation to Him 
and to Him alone. 44 That is very singular,” they would 
say in perfect wonder. 44 Moreover I do more than yon do: 
I try to read about Jesus Christ every day in the Bible.” 
This would lead to long conversations about the Bible being 
the only infallible guide in faith and practice, and not the 
edicts of popes, decrees of councils, &c. I had often to tell 
them that they knew nothing about the Bible, or, at least, 
very little, as they had never read it, nor so much even as 
have a copy in their hands.

My Seminary ( they called it College) was as yet what I 
called godless, i. e. it had no Bible, no prayers—no direct 
religious or catechetical instruction, save what I would bring 
out in conversation. Having succeeded in gaining the con
fidence of both parents and children, 1 began to think it was 
time to have ihe Lord Jesus in the school, or I would not 
stay in it. So 1 began to have the Lord’s prayer repeated 
in both Spanish and English. This did not specially excite 
their fears, for Romanists admit this. Then I began to 
open the school in the morning by repeating it, and nothing 
more, gradually accustoming them to prayer.

After some six months they had learned much, and began 
to speak English with considerable fluency, and were as 
happy as you will see boys anywhere. The next step was,
I introduced the Spanish Testament. I wish you could have 
aeon their countenances ! delighted at one moment, and yet 
not without their fears. I had previously familiarized their 
minds to it, as mqch as 1 could, and spoken of the importance 
of knowing what God taught us in his holy word. They 
had a curiosity to look in it, would open and read in various 
places, then throw it down as if afraid ; then pick it up 
again, and read a little more, and drop it, as if it would bile ; 
or, much as you would a rattlesnake. Finding by experl 
once that it would not bite, curiosity prevailed with them, 
and they began to examine what that wonderful book was, 
called tho Bible. They soon forgot all about their regular 
lessons, were reading and turning over the leaves with great 
intentness ; and I allowed them to read on, tried to lift my 
heart in prayer for the illumination of the Holy Ghost to 
bless and convert them to Christ. It was a solemn, import
ant crisis in the progress of the school.

Then I told them that we would have a regular time each 
day for reading their Testaments, and have each 8tudy come 
in its proper place. At this they were much pleased. So 
every day, two or throe chapters were read in order, begin
ning at the book of Matthew. Often have I seen them 
quietly steal their Testaments out of their desks to read, 
when it was the time to study their other IcSbpee, and when 
they thought I did not see them.

After some time, I put the English Testaments into their 
hands, and we would read the same chapters ono part of the 
day in Spanish, and at another in English, gradually impro
ving them in their now tongue, which they acquired rapidly.
I began to pray at the opening of tho school in the morning, 
by saying something more than tho Lord’s Prayer, petition
ing God to bless them and their patents, Valparaiso, and 
Chili, &a., preceding this with a chapter read in the English 
Bible. In this way, proceeding carefully, the New Testa
ment was thoroughly introduced ; and they were uo longer 
afraid of it.

But I was not satisfied till I had the whole 'Bible intro
duced. This was the next step. The priests in the mean
time began to alarm their parents, and tried to induce them 
not to send their children. Still I went on, till I had the 
whole English Bible in the school, and had it read every 
day ; the ten commandments thoroughly committed to mem
ory, a number of the Psalms also, am! whole chapters of the 
New Testament. I had the ten commandments repeated 
regularly every week, and catechized them closely on every 
sentence.

Now let us go ba-.k again to notice some of the difficulties 
whieh had to be met, soon after the Spanish Testaments 
were given to the school. These were, of course, takan 
home frequently to the patents, and they too began to become 
Bible readeis ; and I doubt not that they were as curious in 
many instances to see what was in the Bible as their chil
dren. But the priests took up the hue and cry of Protestant
ism ! heresy ! and warned and threatened them ; and said I 
would lead their children away from God and the true reli
gion, and that the Bible was re bad book.”

One morning after school had opened, one of the boys 
brought his Testament to roe, and said that his parents did 
not wish him to read it. 44 Why not!” 1 said. “ Do 
you not wish to know about Jesus Christ !” This I made 
the occasion of a talk to the whole school, and asked them 
if they did not want te learn about Him, who died for their 
aina, and wished to save their souls from going down to hell. 
Tho next morning the same boy camo with a smiling face., 
and said that hie parents told him he might read the Bible.

Catechizing the whole school at the close of the week on 
the ten commandments, and while dwelling on the second, 
one of the boys interrupted me, and said, 44 Mr. Williams, 
then we ought not to bow down to our images aud pictures 
in our churches.” 44 No,” l replied, 44 God has expressly 
forbidden it.” This led us to the point at which 1 had been 
aiming, but had not given it that application, hoping the 
truth itself would lead them to see their error. From that 
day that boy never Itowed again to pictures and igages, 
though he was upbraided by one other boy for not doing it. 
All the young men ceased going to the confessional and the 
priest, for the forgiveness of sins, and I hope some of them 
did, and are still going to Chriat, the great High Priest of 
heaven, for pardon through hie blood. But this letter is too 
long already, and the story ie three years long.

God bless you all, children, and lead you all to a saving 
knowledge of Christ Jesus, is the prayer of your friend.

M. A. WILLIAMS.

Auriculae Coxfessio.n .—A meeting was recently held at 
Mason’s Ridiog-eohool, Biompton, England, being one of a 
•eriee, when a lecture was delivered on the above subject by 
the Rev. G. W. Weldon, Clerical Secretary of the South- 
West London Protestant Iqsiituts. Females and youtha 
were excluded. The room was filled to overflowing by s 
respectable and intelligent audience. The Hon. Major 
Powys was in the chair. The awful disclosures which wer< 
made aa to the questions put by priests in the confei 
were too appalling to be contemplated without dismay. 
Several Roman Catholics were present, and-ailhough the 
Rev. Gentleman gave some harrowing iga^ndBe of the evil 
results of the system, there was not the slightest interruption 
during the lecture, which lasted aa boor and a half. I< 
truth, no one could question the aceuraey of the statements, 
for they were made on the authority of Peter Dona, Alphonse» 
Liguori, and other eminent Romish witnesses. It it sad to 
think that as a nation we are lending our support to that 
system which propagates such pernicious doctrines and 
practices. The lecturer throughout, and at the close, was 
loudly applauded.—London Chris. Times.

Let men find occasions, great occasions, demanding inspi
ration, before they speak so pertly of securing and employing: 
it. Even the old localities, sacredly as they are cherished, 
have lost their old occasions. As to tho world * ofore the 
flood, that seems to be still under the flood. But go to Ara
rat: how its lifeless pinnacles glitter in the lofty realms of 
perpetual snow! Go to Sinai: how still the ciiffe which 
once sounded and resounded with the trumpets of angels aud 
the voice of God ! Go to Hethlehem and Jerusalem, to 
Gethsemine and Calvary, to Ephesus and Patmos, to Athens 
and Rome, and whatever may remain, you will fir.d that the 
grand occasions for inspiration no longer exist. How could 
it be otherwise ! They passed with the times to which they 
belonged. We find them, not where tfiey occdWed, hut in 
the Bible itself, their appointed and proper depository. Open * 
the Bible, and Sinai trembles beneath the foot steps <>f Jehovah 
yet. Open the Bible, and Calvary not only tremble*, but 
breaks its heart, though stern as a rock, in shudd* ring sym
pathy with the dying Son of God — Stockton.

Tea Telborafo nr War.—Never since its discovery has 
the elootrio Telegraph played so important and daring a 
role as it now does in India. Without it, the Commander 
in Chief would loose the effect of half his force. It has 
served him better than his right arm. In this war, for 1 
the first time, a telegraphic wire has been carried along 1 
under fire and through the midst of a hostile country, 
Pari passu from post to post, it has moved on with Our 
artillery, and scarcely has the Oommander-in-Chief es
tablished hie head quarters at any spot where he intended 
to stay for a few days, before tho post arid the wire were 
established also.

Denominational Statistics or England and Wales.— 
According to the census of Religious Worship taken by 
the Government in 1857, the total of all attendants, as 
then returned, were, in England and Wales, as follows :— 

Church of England, 5,292,551
Wesleyan Methodists, 2,417,358
Independents, 1,214,059
Baptists, 930,190
Presbytsrians, 80,510
Roman Catholics, 383,630

Total 10,318,293

A paper laid upon the tables of the Houses of Parlia
ment. headed “ Agricultural Statistics—Ireland,” shows 
that since 1847.the extent of land under cultivation has 
increased from 5,200,000 acres to 5,800,000 ; and that 
emigration has diminished from 179,507 persons of both 
sexes in 1851, to 95,081 in 1857.

AMBITION.
The Christian sygtem does not tolerate ambition in any of 

its forms. On the contrary, is says, ‘‘Seekest thou great 
things for thyself! Seek them not.” “Mind not high 
things.” Love not <4to have the pre-eminence.” “Let each 
esteem other better than themselves.” “In honor, prefer 
one another.” Mr. Hume’s great objection to th<; principles 
of Christianity is, that they repress ambition a.id produce 
moderation, humanity, and the passive virtues, in an extent 
which he considers undesirable. No doubt almost the whole 
line of the great and masculine virtues, constancy, gravity, 
magnanimity, fortitude, fidelity, and firmness, are, fspurious, 
closely allied to obstinacy ; but if genuine and hoiy, nothing 
is farther removed from it.

The Roman governors saw nothing but44obeli»icy” in the 
holy martyrs, who died imploring blessings on th* ir persecu
tors, but this was because the martyrs bad principle s unknown 
to their enemies as to modern infidels. “The secret of the 
Lord was with them.” They were his ‘‘hidden unes.” But 
“the natural man teceiveth not the things of tho Spirit of 
God, neither can he know them, because they arc spiritually 
discerned and he has no spiritual discernment, but is, ae 
to holy things, like a “brute beast.”

The Bible is a book for time, to guide through it ; a book 
for earth, to lift above it; a book for society, to regenerate and 
elevate it. It is a book for man, in relation to m o, his bro
ther,—and for man tho sinner, in relation to God, P eSavioor. 
Its depth is the mystery of truth ; its height is tl e splendor 
of purity ; its mission is the mission of love ; its n. «trso is the 
path of wisdom ; its sphere is tho world of fallei mankind ; 
and ita end is tho glory of God. Whoever is humbly led by 
it, is safely led to Heaven. It confounds the conceited, baf
fles the speculative, rebukes the proud, frowns upon the for
mal, denounces tho ungenerous, dooms the proflignte and the 
impenitent, smiles upon the meek and self-denying, assures 
the contrite, and refreshes the Wiy-worn follower of Christ 
with living water from the fountain of eternal love. Like 
all the works of God, his word is diversified and harmonious, 
plain and profound, simple and sublime, suitable and service
able. It contains the developments of tho etern. l will, the 
thunderings of righteous and reasonable wrath, tin benefac
tions of unmerited favor, tho rebukes of fatherly fi lelity, the 
beauties of holiness, the glowinga of love, the r lunsols of 
wisdom, and the index of futurity.—Rev. W. Bonner.

Suppose we saw an »rmy sitting down before a granite 
fort, and they told us that they intended to batter it down, 
we might ask them‘How?’ They point to a cannon ball. 
Well, but there ia no power ii> that ; it is he tvy bui not mere 
than a half a hundred, or perhaps a hundred weight; if all 
the men in the army hurled it against the fort, they would 
make no impression. They aay, ‘No but look the can
non. Well, but there is no power in that ; a child may ride 
upon it, a bird may perch in ii* mouth. It is ;« machine, 
and nothing more. ‘Bui, look tithe powder.’ Well, there 
is no power in that ; a child may spill it, a sparrow may pick 
;t. Yel this powerless powder and powerless cannon ; one 
park of fire enters it, and then, in the twinkling of an eye, 

that powder is a flash of liglitnv’g, ind that canno. ball is a 
thunder-bolt, which smiles as if it had been sent rora Hea
ven. So it ia with our church machinery of this diy ; we 
have all the instruments necessary for pulling flown strong
holds, and O, for the baptism of fire ! "—Arthur.

Who can measure the scope and breadth of iha* working 
which he shall perpetuate who trusts his spirit, not upon the 
bird-wing of song, or in the crystal vase of a book but who 
incarnates himself in an institution suited to the universal 

ant, common to all times, and whose natute it a to be a 
parent power, prolific of eubsidary powers, »**trHng forth 
whatever influences and agencies are required bv society in 
all its depths ? Your hand may work yet a th-ü* md years 
hence ; your thoughts may beat in the veins of h e in ages 
to come ! From Heaven you may look back ami see your 
life yet on earth, and in Time, as a mirror, behold your form 
and spirit I—Beecher.

Hs who is the most addicted to reading the insured Scrip
tures, has the best surety that all his other reading will be 
chosen according to the purest principles of last.' and wis
dom.—Adams.

One perhaps is bounding over the trackless o -ean, with 
naught around him, to mark that other human lu-inge, save 
his shipmates, are connected with him. But he It been ac
customed to keep his birthday, and knows that h.i brothers 
and sisters, his father and mother, do the same, a id are, at 
that moment, thinking of him. Ho knows, ho he joins 
the family in wishes and prayers, for mutual ble ings and 
protection. The family circle, the fireside of his 'toute and 
the festal board—the kind thoughts and recollecti me of his 
kindred, are all present to hie mind’s eye. file soul, and 
theirs, are joined, though their bodies are far asunder, in 
love and affectionate remembrance, and in commit don with 
the universal Parent. Another is far away, eat or west, 
immersed in business, and might forget and be fu gotten by 
those whom years of absence have divided from h u, unless 
there were some fixed period for renewing the family tie— ' 
the bands of mutual interest, the memory of the games, the 
loves of childhood. What period would be fix ;d, if the 
birthday was disregarded f—Protestant Churchman.

Oh ! if men would only quit their jargoning about the un- , 
debidable abstractions of theological speculation ; and their 
contentions about the impositions of sectarian authorities ; 
and their jostlinge in the pursuit of personal and partisan in
terests ; and could be persuaded to attend only t-> the su
preme and indisputable facts of nature and Revelation—seek
ing the enjoyment and promotion of a free, full, present, aud 
everlasting salvation, the attainment for the proper character 
and destiny of every man, and of all men—what a glorious 
change would be witnessed in every department of society ! 
Every man a Christian, end all Christians one ! 9 
that would be Heaven upon earth. Surely, the cnrih 
surprised into instant renovation, would rival tho * 
well ea the blue, of Heaven.—Stockton*


