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' How much longer is Shakespeare
be allowed to sleep on unmolested
the chancel of Holy Trinity Churc®
.Stratford-on-Avon?

In Loudon, a fortnight ago, that ques-
tion came up for discussion. A private
‘mesting was being held by one of the

wany sccieties that exist for the study

“of tne bard’s life and works, and some-
thing more than a mere bid for idle
‘talk and speculation was inteaded by
“the author of the query.
¢+ Asan carnest Shaxespearian lover and
“student he mades some surprising state-
‘ments and stirred his sober-sided audi-
ence by openly expressing the melan-
choly opinion that the tiwe is fast ap-
roaching when Shakespeare can no
wlonger ove Dbracketed with Moses and
Merlin as one of the few heroes whose
tombs remain respected and inviolate,
“Merlin, of course, admitted this pesa-

mistic club member, was buried under

@ spell, and his grave, like that of the
‘leader of lsruels’ exodus, on Nebos’ lone-
‘ly mountain, defies discovery and dese-
.cration.

Shakespeare, however, enjoys no such
,Advantage. For mnearly three hundred
,years he has maintained his last sleep
vundisturbed, and for the most part in an
*unguarded grave, but it is a growing and
:disconoerting conviction among his most
vfaithful worshippers that the days of

the preservation of his post-mortem pri-

vacy are practically numbered.

Until about sixiy-five years ago he
®was safe. But times have changed; the
Shakespearian controversy has reached
.almoset a critically intense stage, and it
s hardly to be expected that Hamlet’s
creator will continue undisturbed when

kings and conquerors have fallen vie-

tims to the insatiable modern curiosity.

All the great folks of Westminster Ab-
bey have experienced the dismal humil-
iation of being turned out of theiy leaden
winding sheets. In Victoria’s reign Dean
Stanley systematically exhumed every
body in the Abbey, and even the royal

bones in Windsor’'s famous Chapel of
St George were dragged to'the light.

Over in France and Italy the irrever-
“ent treatment of the remnant left of the
heroes and heroines of history has beea
quite as pronounced as in England. the
“German Emperor thought it no impiety
to disturb mighty Charlemagne at Aix.

Even Agamemnca has suffered at Lhr'
hands of the modern excavator of the
ruins of ‘Iroy, and the Pharaohs and
Pholemies of lgypt would be disgusted
could they but know what flimsy pro-
tection vaults in the living rocks: and
gigantic py ds prove for helpless dead
tolk-when the twentieth century intrud-
er is up and doing.

But while Cleopatra and the great
Rameses, Heary \11I, Pythagoras and
even Abraham have been hustled ruti- I
lessly back to the light, Shakespeare has |
benefited by the dignity of a noble re-
pose. It is true that until a compara-
tively recent date his grave remained
unhonored, unvisited and almost unno-
_ticed.

In the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies nobody was gnawed by a desire
to gaze upon his ashes, and his famous |
epitaph was all the defence he required.
But in those simple old days the Pyra-
mids kept their secrets and nobody
dreamed any more of trying to prove
that Shakespeare was Bacon, or the Earl |
of Essex, than of maintaining that Jan- !
uary was June. |

When, however, the first doubts as to |
the identity of the writer of the plays |
and sonnets arose an astonishing effort !
was almost immediately made to remove |
the graven slab lying over him in Holy
Trinity chancel. Just when ocenrred the |
first attempt to open the peet's tomb |
no man is able to say, for there is an |
old ¢rack across the slab. This sign re
mains unexplained, yet it may indieate
that an assault on dead Shakespeare
had been made before that inspired by
the faith and curicsity of an American |
woman. |

The amazing enterprise and convie-
tion of vhe frail lady from New England,
who forty years ago crossed the Atlantic
for the purpose of exposing the Swan |
“of Avon as a common npostor, \rn~l'
the means of rousing the rector of Holy |
Trinity tq the realization that Shake. |
speare was not quite as safe as he had |
thought him,

Nevercheless Miss Bacon  when she
went to Stratford with a view ot bray
ing the curse of the puet’s epitaph dealt !
=in nc underhand wethods. she suifered
from the obsession or gitt for discover-
ing ciphers from the plays that have
mede Ignatius Donneliy and scores of
otbers 1amous, but she was among the ;
1 to uourish the conviction that |
Shakespeare wrote )is epitaph with a
View to protecting sometning wore than
his bones,

B the aid of her ciphers she had ar-
riv .l. at the canclusion hat in the dram-
atist’s grave were hidden documents of

g cbaracter to prove direful things
agrinst his title to fame, and she frank-
ly went to the rector of Holy Trimty

=and asked him to permit the tomb to
be opened. It is to Miss Bacon's credit |

“that slic was aboveboard and most per-
suazive. The rector was actually half |

*=won by her fire and iwith. e even !
wen: 50 far as to think seriously over |

;h~er urgent plea and her theories and |
ciplere, but he never could bring lum- |
sull to give her the permission she

Lasked.

At the ninth hour the spell of the epi-
tapa, v\:hich has overnwed so many, tell |
s«fro a him and he probably repented his !

weakness in ewven listening to llne;
i

t

}

doughty little American woman.
+ It was to no less a person than Na-
| thamiel Hawthorne, then Consul in Eng-
land, that Miss Bacon confided the tae |
“of a secret effort she eventually made |
to ceme by the documents she believed |
Jwere in the tomb. Oue night she actual-
1y spent alome in Holy Trmity Church.
BLe was a valianc spirit; ‘she always
acalled Shakespeare the “old player,” or
“Lord Leicester's groom.” She looked
upon him as a vuigar thiet of other
~men's fame, and she velieved that night
that she had a free hand to deal as she
liked with his grave. However, after
“a trying «igil sne too fell a victim to
the spell of that doggerel verse graven
,on the temb of that master magician
amogr:. poets. '
She could not quite bring herself to
.defy the curse, she became indeed al-
most terrorized, and so ended a scheme
for exhumation all but put into execu-
tion by one of the most virulent enemies
dead “hakespcare has ever had.
“To some superstitious believers in the
~Btratford poet it is a significant as well
as Pnthatie fact that Miss Bacon event-
wal'y died in a retreat for the insane.
“ Her conyictions, like John Brown's
- body. go ‘marching on, and she is by no
mean the last person to insist that the

m down

‘Siége of Shakespeare’s Tomb

Persistent Effort to Move Bones at Stratford.

| who, like
{ him an imposter and

| clines to the belief that the stone pro- ;
|

{only. The man Shakes |
|

|

44444010

opan the tomb in Holy Trinity Church.
Worse still, she is not alone in having
tiied to violate the six feet of earth
that Shakespeare claims.

Of course if you go to Stratford and
listen to the townsfolk, or the police, or
the present rector of Holy Trinity, they
will one and all insist that Shakespeare
is as safe as Capt. Kidd's treasure and
that talk of violations of his tomb is
the yellowest kind of journalism. Never-
theless. there are to be found sober Eng-
lish folk who credit the rumor which
says that in all there have been five at-
tempts upon the poet’s grave and that
on» was frustrated only last spring.

This latest indignity was perpetrated
sbout the time when the birthday fes-
tival at Stratford was in full swing. |
Somebody then discovered that the ce- |
ment about the edges of the grave slab |
had been carefully chipped away and
that putty had been forced ‘into its place.

From this it was concluded that some
enemy to Shakespeare had but done half
the work of removing the slab, and that
later the vandal would return to scrape |
out the substitute for cement and casily*
with a crowbar shift the stone. There-
upon it was recalled that twenty-five
years ago a similar trick had been dis-
covered just in time.

Singularly discreet have been the rec-
tors of Holy Trinity. Then as now no
hu: and ery was raised. A whisper of
the truth kob about at Oxford and so
leaked out, to cause a deal of angry
and uneasy comment, just as it was evi-
dent the marauders had got no further [
in their work than removing the cement |
the story of the discovery escaped the

ewspapers. |
iy 14 ?s Laid at Oxford though that when |
news of the tampering with Shake|
speare’'s grave got to the ears of A‘._gg‘r
non Charles Swinburne that sensitive
poet burst into a passion of tears. Un-
der the inspiration of his in(liun?llx)ll he |
dashed off a sonnet and a corking good
one it was, too, for, when warmed to
tha task, Swinburne is a master hand
at verbal vitriol. He produced fourteen ‘
lines of gorgeous rhyming curses calen-
lated to sear the souls of the unknown
ghouls, but he was prevailed upon not to
imh\i~h the production by those discreet
persens who are responsible for Shake-

speare’s rest. x
Recently or sincé the last signs of in- |

trusion on England's most sacred spot

of earth was discovered, a step in the |
right direction has been taken with a

view to securing to the dead poet im-

munity from vandalistic attacks. in

other words a body of guardians for his
tomb has been organized.

This is the only secret Shakespearian |
society in existence. The names of its
members are not generally known but
King Edward is said to be honorary
president and a fund has been raised in
order to keep Holy Trinity and
treasure under cor police protect
ion.

ant

Two American gentlemen belong to
this society, but no German 1 rmnitted
to join it, for on several occasions the

German crities, who read any and every
kind of mad meaning into plays; have
insisted that it is proper and even ne
cessary to have the .grave of Shakes-
peare opened. S

Once upon a time a bland spectacled

Herr Protessor from a German univer
sity, with a ponderous 1« under his
{arm, waited upon a rector of Holy

Trinity with a round robin, signed by
his fellow professors, to demand certain
documents known, he said, to be under
the stone in the chancel. The rector was

interested, courteous but firm in re:
fusing his permission. He has learnel
how to deal with the vaporing of the

cranks who visit Stratford in numbers
every yvear.

Still, even those who are the most
passionate believers in Shakespeare, and
sensitive Swinburne, would
weep and rage to see his tomb disturied.
agiee that time will certainly arrive

when a shameful deed wiil be perpet
!rated in Holy Trinity under the pre
tense of zerving the ends of truth.

For a few more years perhaps Shakes-
peare will lie in the m us  peace
that the curse and bless epitaph
have won for hiim, but his enemies are
increasing and working to the end that
they may successfully defy his wishes.
One and all’ they now persistently pro
fess the belief dia poor old mad Miss
Bacon, that the evidenve needed to brax
reveal the 1eal
authorship of his plays, poems and -0
nets lies in that grave,

A achool of his detractors even
€0 far as to announce that Shakesp
18 not buried under the slab bearing the
anathematizing stanza. At apy rate
they say his name is not on the ¢lab,
and it is only tradition, not any positive

'

| or accredited authority, that states that

the flagstone covers the
poet.
I'his branch

body of the |

of doubting Thomases in-

tects a chest holding precious papers
peare, it is main-
tained, is buried scmewhere else in the
old church.

They argue this with an ingenuity that
would wxcite the envy of the traditional |
Philade'phia lawyer, and gleeiully ada
that the present Duke of St. Albans is |

{ known to possess a manuscript cepy of |

Lhe Two Gentlemen of Verona,” writ- |
ten out and signed by Lord Bacon. This !
valuable document, it is confidently as- |
serted will some day come into the mar- |
ket, and then in a cipher on the back |
of one of the manuseript sheets will be |
found an inventory of the contents of
the chest buried in the chancel of Strat- |
ford's church. |
In view of these facts it is ecarcely !
surprising that the true Shakespearian
worshippers are troubled, but the cause |

of thea greatest anxiety they see in |

| the rapid increase in England o1 a school |

of meén and women belicvers in’ the poet |
who, goaded by the denials of their |
poet s enemies, are inclined to counten- |
ance a scheme for the exhumation of his |
almost ¢acret bones. |

Thus and omy taus, say some of the
exasperated adlerents of the great Wil- ;
liam, can his imperial supericrity . be
proved and the present shadow bLe re- |
moved from his name and fame,

Of course the wiser and more sober-
sided believers hold that the tomb con-
tains a man's body falling peacefully to
dust and nothing more. But the question
is, how long can this element of tem-
perate and reverential admirers prevail
agaiust those who are passionately and
sensationally for or against and  who
would willingly tear open the one un-
violated grave of surpassing greatness
in order to satisfy ianatical fancies
worthy only of hotheaded and unreason-
able children. ;

Even Gladstone was at one moment
swayed by the foolish impassioned argu-
ment of a Shakespearian adherent to ad-
mit that it might be well to explore the
tomb. On the etrength of this feeling
he lwtigcd on day at Stratford and went.!
into : church. Hat in hand, he read
the epitaph over in his finest tones.
When he had stayed silent a moment,

that flat slb, he shoo

GLIMPSE OF LIFE IN INDIA.
v ";/‘ & g ;

his head and turned thoughtfully away.

“After all,” he said gravely, "l was
wrong. I know now that had I any hand
in troubling Shakespeare I should feel
his curse and never forgive myself for
committing the greatest sacrilege of
modern times.”
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FIGURES THAT TALK.

(Christian Guardian,)
One hundred and sixty thousand “for-
eigrers” have settled in the Canadian
west during the last five years. In 1901
there weig only this number of peonle
in Arsiniboia, Saskatchewan and Alber-

ta. It is estimated that there are now |

> million people wes

¥ Lake Super

tor.  This is double that of seven years
ago.

Last year the immigration to Canada
was 252,0: another Toronto!

Teke a railroad as long as from Winni-
peg to Toronto. Take a strip of land
ten miles on cach side all the way. This
araount of land was taken up in home-
steads last year. No wonder the ra
roads could not ep pace with de

ke e

| ment.

There are almost one hundred thous-
and Galicians in Canada—that is about
as many as there are people in the wh
of Frince Ldward Island. he Mothodist
Church has one missionary doctor and
three ladies working among this people,

Tliere are ahout ten thousand Doukho-
bors in Canada y to fill
that enterprising railway city, St. Thom-
as, Unt. These e have no schools,
save a small one »d on by the Sozie
ty of Fri \s the Government
is deing nothing for their education, and
th churches of Canada are leaving them
alone.

nds

There are about seventeen thousand
negroes, in Canada ) mough  to
pepulate Kingston, Oni., at the last|
ecrsu

I'here are over seven thousand N
mons in the Dominion—ih conld f
up our beautiful city of Quebec-—and
{ the man who thinks that their presence

here will not make a problem some day
for Canada does not understand Mor
menism.

There are ahout twenty thousand Men
nonite and twenty thousand Hungavian

resifents in our land-—they would to-
| getlier fill the cities of Halifax, N. S,,
aad St. John, N. B.,

There are ab thirty thousand Ori
entals in Canada, and let some people
tel! the story the number is iner ng
verv rapidly. In 1901 Vanconver had a
population of only twenty-six thousand
and Victoria of only twenty-one thous
anl.

In Western C a almost every other
mar i8, a “forei T The Methodist

| Cheyeh employs one colporteur and one
Bible woman, who speak some of the
European languages—these are the only
workers who can really ster to “the

other half” of our people.

Che churches of Canada hay
mirsion” problem on their ha
solution will not be reached without
some patience and faith and self-sacri-
e,

Wolcott told

Dolly—Molly me a
month ago that her new gown was
going to be a dream.

olly—Well, that is all it'is, so far.

Her husband won’t give her the mon-

ey for it

RIS S
Shirt for the Lampn.

Thomas A. ison was discussing at
Atlantic City .the various devices for in-
creasing the brilliance and' diminishing

| the cost of a gas jet.

“Many of these devices have for base
a mantel,” he said. “You know what a
mantel looks like? Then you'll appreci-
ate a remark I overheard in a hardware
dealer’s, #

“A young woman entered the shep and
said:

*‘Have you got those things for im-
proving a gas light ¥

““Yes, madam,’ said the dealer. ‘Here
is a comp'ete sat, fittings, chimney and
mantel, all for--—’ =

“‘Oh, I don’t want the set,' said
young woman.
and the chimney, but the little white
shirt is busted. It’s only one of them I
want.’” -

' ———  t
"The Government has purchased.a’

te
for a new ‘ol

1ice shooting Jigers It fus edse

the !
‘I've got the metal part .
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Manitoba Pos*master Killsd,
‘Cordova, Man.,

Nov. 3.—Rcuben Rear.
as killed last evening

»y the roof of a stable falling on him.
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T cessful men
led in one or

have more pursuits before
they ¢ got upon the right track. Bar-
num nt occupations
beforc as a born show-
man, = physician, hut
wiho ¢ e ten ‘“The Deserted
Village''? € s a farmer at 40 and
Grant a tanner at 3%, Moody, an indifferent

shoe salesman, became after middle life the
rld's greatest evangelist.
TOO MANY PROFESSIONAL MEN.

No mau will ever do his best until he fills
his proper nicliec. One of tha most mischiev-
ouc notlons that ever have obtained lodgment
in the popular mind is the beliet that a man
to be respected must. be a doctor, a lawyer,
o a preacher—an idea which had spoiled
many good carpenters, done injustice to the
anvii. and commiwed fr. upon the potato
patell 1 would rather my boy became a
shoemaker and put genius in his shoes than
become a preacher, preaching sermons that
nobody wants to hear. Many an ambitious
pareut forces a boy to become a doctor or a
lawyer when measuring tape and calico
would have, been the #ittest thing for him
to do, while on the contrary we find men
selling dry goods whose skill is halr split-
ting, whose adroitness at parry, and whose
fertility of resource in' every exigency show
that pature designed them for the pulpit or
the bar.

There are thoueands of men to-day in the
learned professions defeated and disappolnt-
ed. disgusied and dspirited who might have
been successful farmers and lcok upon the
farmer's life with envy g . while
psznds mere who ha

f couree of Latin and Greek, with
collewe honors thick upon their heads, are re-
duced to nerccseitles which degrade them in
their own e«timation and are h sted by
the wreiched compensation which acrompan-
fes the avernge profaszional earser. All call-
fngc in Nfe are allke honorab 1* thev are
neafel. Thera is 2 world of truth tn Pope's
familiar lines :

Honor and shame from no condition rise—

Act well your part, there all the honor lies.

SUCCESS DOES NOT MEAN MONEY.

The world does not demand that

b

au snall
clan, an

Right Track

Insures Success in Life.

that with a noble purpose, a high endeavor, |

end & useful end in view you shall meke
voursel! a master in your iine. If you aré
cnly a bootblack, be the best bootbiack in
town A lawyer sought to humiliate his
rival in pudblic by saying : ‘‘You blacked my
father's boots once “And 1 did it well,”
retorted the suoccessful opponemt.’

You may know that you have found your
place If your work is a pleasure to you; if
ng for the time to quit, you are oo the
wrong job; If you go to your work with no
more delight
to some other man. When you have found
your true calling you will not find nature
putting a barriers in your psth of pro-
gress. If you have been boring wway In the
eame hole for fifteen years without etriking
something, you-have either got to short an
auger or you are in the wrong hole. As a
rule few men change their occupations to
edvattage late in life, vet I advise every
man to have the moral courage to change
his nccupation until he finde the right place.
There is a right place for everybody. Your
talent, whatever it may be, is your oall.
When you strike water you will tind use for
your fins. It Is true that “‘a rolling stone
zathers no moss,” but sometimes *'A change
for pasture makes fat calves.'

DO WHAT YOU LOVB TO DO,

It you are sure you are in the wron, here
Zet on the right track; if you uo‘z the
right track, you will not be wondering whe-
ther the ralls are lald down right—you will
&now it by the way things run. In the right
place you will be resourceful, happy, and
contented, you will expand and grow, and at
least comparatively be successful; you may
not make milllons in a congenial oocupa-
tion* It is possible to make & fortune and
still be a failure,

Movney making & not the highest success;
narecter is succees, and there is no other,

DId Columbus fail because irons bit Into his
fleck and neglect into his heart ? Did Crom-

well

% In chains and buried among thieves an
A rers ? Was the gifted musical mluz
Mozart, a failure because he died pennlless
and eleeps in an unkpown grave ? Was Mil-.
ton a fallure—Milton who sat n his blind-
gess and received $60 for his Immortal epio?

No true man fally who has lived a lite that
has accomplished its purpose.

————————
PROMISSORY NOTES STOLEN.

Burglars at Emerson, Man., Get Away

With Large Number,

Ewmerson, Man.,, Nov. 2.—On
pight last the office of George Chester, fin-
encicl agent of this town, was broken into
and the vault, which was not locked, opened
and premistory notes to the value of t4u -
009 stolen. The thief or thieves obtained en-
trance by means of the back door, where

they smashed one of the paneis, and so were |

enabled to reach in and turn the key. The

.\aull bad been damaged some time befure

in a fire, and it was imposeible to lock it.
— v —

DUTCH SOLDIERS MASSACRED.

Malays, After Their Victory, Kill Women
and Children,

Amsterdam, Nov. 3.—The newspapers lere
orint despatches from Batavia which say that
one hundred armed natives attacked a Dutch
0" of nineteen men on the Island of
Flores and killed 21l of them

Afterward the same band of natives massa-
cred elght women and children

A Violent Earthquake,

Sapiarkand, Russian Turkestan, Nov, 3.-—
A violent earthquake occurred here this
moruing, but did comparatively little dam-
age. The inhabltants of Samarkand were
panic-stricken and rushed out into the streets,
and for some time great excitement pre-
vailed,

e
DECLINED TO FIGHT.

Lieutenant-Governor of Louisiana Would
Not Meet Enemy in Duel.

New Orleans, Nov. 3. —Ligutenant-Govern-
or-J. Y. Saunders late last night answered
the challenge to a duel issued by Donelson
Cafefry, son of the late United States Sena-
tor Donelson Caffery. The Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor says he does not take back any state-
sient he made which caused Caffery's ac-
tion. and while he cannot accept an offer to
mee! in a personal encounter, Mr. Caffery
knows where to find him. A political speeci
caused the trouble.

et —————
Steamers Callide.

Detroit, Nov. 2—Two large bulk freight
steamers collided last night in the St. Clair
River onnosite Algonsc. The steamer Resis.
of the Mitcbell fleet. was sunk in 2§ feat of
water, and the steamer Monroe C. Smith, of
the United States Transportation Company.
was beached on Russell's Island to prevent

Wednesday

than you left it, the job belongs |

fall because his bleached bones wan£

Christmas
Gold
Lockets

For many monthe we have been
preparing for Christmas.

In solid Gold Lockets alone we have
everything desirable in round, oblong
and oval., Some are daintily sot with
pearls and diamonds.

This year they are priced closer than
ever,

Solid Gold Locke:!s $3.00 Up.

NORMAN ELLIS

JEWELER
21-23 King Street East

SHOPPING BAGS

In all the newest shapes and leathers,
handsomely fitted with purss and card
case to match. The Bags would be good
value at double the presemt prices. Just
the thing for Christmas gifts. We also
carry a full line of Suit Cases, Club Bags,
Cigar Cases gnd several other lines too
numerous to mention,

W. E. MURRA

27 MacNab St. North

"PHONE 223

The Watch House

Wedding Gifts
and Cut Glass

Go hand in hand. With our
complete stock of Cut Glass
we can show you almost any-
thing in both ornaments as
well as table ware.

Klein @ Binkley
35 James Street North

Issuers of Marriage Licenses.

10000000000 s e00080000000

New Subscribers
for

30c

You can send

Saturday’s

Times

to any address in Great Britain
or Canada from now until Dec.
31st, 1908.

Only 50c

2629

Telephone for prompt attention
to repairs and installations of
Electric and Gas work of all
kinds, from 8 a. m. till 10 p.m.

1T IS COMING!

gh!
Use GOLD MEDAL FLOUR

and biseults and all other cooking will be

—Owing to our low
Bargalns in Watches —Qwing to our iox
& x;,n, we sell at wonderful low profits, Wed-
d’{’ (k and Engagement Rings cheap and good
Guards, Brooches, Jewelry all dainwy and
gxood quality. We expert Watch and
Ciock repairs. Jewelry made to order. Cry-
stal Lense Spectacles, 31 pair. B. PASS,
Englisk Jeweler. 91 South John Stveet

ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO.

Phone 23. (Lowe & Tarrel), Limited.
Repairs neatly and promptly attended to.
All kinds of house and factory wiring. Fix-

and 1
il Bop testiotal 1 0 pret 24 o
s:mgm'mm'&’

tures. g e, tubes, bells and
watchmen's clocks.

BLACHFORD @ SON
CTORS

FUNERAL DIRE
57 RING STHEEY 4
blished 180. _ Private llort ;




