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By Anna S. Richardson

store fairly radiated the
Christmas spirit. Crimson bells
swung from every chandelier.
Ropes of evergreen draped all

the shelving. The 'cdunters ~were
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- strewn with Christmas cards, booklets

and favors.

‘The man who had dropped in to buy
lead points for his pocket pencil re-
mained to pore over a stack of gift
books bound in rafe leather. Then he
heard the voice. © After that only his
gazZe was on the books.  His interest
was- concentrated on the possessor, of
the voice.

“Buf ‘you "gald such things were in
"great demand around the hondkys. and

N;vartholm as  the girl mpped
through the door he opened a deep
drawer under the counter and dropped
the cards out of sight. It Weuld never
do to display those old fashioned bits
of  pasteboard amo the novelties -
fashionable

And then very suddenly the

o had been engrossed in leath-

er bound gift books stepped up to tlie
counter.

¥ “One - minnbe. pleue b ¢ tbonld like

to take a look at those cards you just

A bought from the young lady.”

“The astonished manager of the store
gla:iced from the well groomed man
with "fine brown eyes and iron gray
hair to the .more expensive novelties
fn the showcase.

.. “The ones you just bought from the
young lady,” repeated the customer se-
renely.”

“Certainly,”. responded the manager
“hastily, and he spread forth the de-
spised bits of pasteboard. The work
was dainty, but utterly commonplace.

¢ “Just what my sister would like—
eonunatlve sort of woman my sister

fs—don’t go in for newfangled ideas.~

Y1l take those—three . gdozen. Not.
onough! Do you suppose the girl |
fould do two dozen more by the day
before Christmas? If she can, send
’em to me, James Macy, at Marquette.

" I take these with me.”

{ And almost before he could realize
,whut had bappened the manager was
y gaping, open mouthed, after
eccentric customer whose sister
‘was to give a dinner party of sixty

.covers on Christmas day and iatrusted

the buying of such important articles
As dinner favors to an obviously in-
sxperienced bachelor brother.

{ Christmas eve was frosty and starlit.

.'lmel Macy, coming home from his

office, smiled somewhat grimly at the
boliday preparations made.

» great wreaths with lnamvo
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2 I Holly and evergreens there were in
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bows of satdn ‘ribbon, & bow! filfed
with scarlet poinsettia blooms;-and on
one table an -orderly stack of parcels
evidently ‘sent ‘by ‘express, mail and
messenger to the popular but elusive
bachelor, for elusive he was dubbed
by matchmaking mothers,

“A young lady to see You, sir,” re
marked his man impassively.

James Macy took the card. :

“Miss Sylvia Leigh,” ran its legend.

She came to him, looking taller than
the day in the shop, for her head was
held high. :

“You will par@on my coming here .
on - Christmas eve and nnchaperoned.
I could not leave town without seeing
you.” The violet' eyes had turned al-
most black; the.contralto voice was a
bit too even in its tones.

“I am honored,” replied James Macdy
gravely, and he offered -her a chair,
which she declined with a wave of
her gloved hangd.

“It was hard enoungh to know that

_the mian who bought my foolish little

paiztings did it through a sense of
pity, but to learn that he was also the
man who wrecked my mother’s life—
that—that was too much. I have
¢come to return your money and ask
the return of my cards if you have
not already destroyeé them.”

“My “dear girl,». expostulated the
man, who had turned strangely white.

"Please ‘do not interrupt me,” con-
tinued. the girl passionafely. = “My
mother's brother—perlmps you remem-
ber him-<Henry Johyson, 18 here.’ He
. went 1o tlie shop and found out where
‘my cards had gone and— .Oh, it 5.
_such a

' successful mah! I theught I could be’

un“artist. They told me so at home.

‘Against uncle’s wishes I came here to
- make my liftle fight and failed. When
‘you bought those things I thought per-
haps—but uncle, who wanted me to go
* home, sifted the story to the bottom
aud «found—you.- 1 am going home
with hlm jonight”” - _

;-1 want to beg a favor

This 15 Christmas eve, and |
;am & - ¥, desolate man. 1f ever |
the Christmas; message of peace and
‘good will mmanyﬂnng it is tonight;"

: M“l want your good -will. . Those

e only tonc*h”&ff&ﬁl Chitistmas that

: ‘hal&omeIatomnyHnd I want to

...tham. ?Wm yon be seated?

- “You say; 1 wrecked your mother’s

| life:  Well; then, know, that hers was |
ot long,/ My season’ .of ‘regret and
ce has fastell ‘longer than you

{ ‘bave lived. 1 Toved your mother. but:

M‘yon l ‘Baa nothjng.
;lgat money und the memory at

know' whaf peage and. hw
uutil that ﬁy&

-other Srivis, my

And 1 bou"ht those

- 1. AM HONORED,” REPLIED JAMES MACY.

bappiness—the work of your hands.
Sylvia, Sylvia, baven’t I paid my debt
| of repentance? Can you not extend
| forgiveness—Christmas forgiveness—in
your mother’s name?” . -
Sylvia turned toward the door.

“] must go now. We are leaving on
the 9 o’clock train. - Uncle is waiting
i for me downstairs in a cab. We are
| going home.”

& “Home!” The man echoed the word
mechanically, dully,

. The girl hesitated, then held out her
hand. |

i “Yes, back to dear old Hestonville.

! Why don’t you come too? - Why don't

| you run out tomorrow—for dinner?*

| “Bylvia, child,’do you mean it? Do
you understand that if I come it wﬂl
be—to see you?"

{ Bravely the violet &yés were ralsed

i to meet the searching look in ‘the
‘ brown ones,

! “Is it peace and’ good will for’ me,
- Syfvla?"

| “Yes—and merry Qhristmas i{f you
come tomon'ow. ;M..‘rm RaZiE@s
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WEEK BEFORE CHRISTMAS.

Wlth Dolly. sweetly sleeping
Before the blazing grate
Tbe little ‘ohies are keeping
Thcxr vigl very late. -
Wfitb many chirographic flaws
'huey vmte tben ‘wants to Santa Claus.

' CHRISTMAS EVE.
Now long abed is Dolly,
;' Because "tis Christmas eva,'
But little Paul and Polly
Are wide awake, believel
They cannot sleep nor dine nor sup
Before they hang their stockings up.

CHRISTMAS MORNING.

"Tis Christmas morming early,
Yet these expectant tots
(Now, don't you love them dearly?)
Have risen from-their cots,
And even Dolly’s eyes are wide
To see the toys of Christmastide.
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spemal way.

AISO :

‘want:

Rabbit.

The Store formerly operated byMW.'H.
Coldstream has ‘gone under new :
We still carry all lines usually fenndm a

Fi irst. Class Country

s

Call_and seeus
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Prepare for tﬁe ‘cold se~a-"
son with good-warm
clothmg Our :tock of

Feot Wear

&pemally

is large and vaned. We loek specxaﬁy to
the comfort of men who work out of doo:;s.

Don’t forget Nixon’s SPECIAL

Tea and Coﬁee

They have stood the test of  years and are sellmg better taan
ever. We have other Teas if you] want them.

H. R.

N IXON,

The Peoples Shoe Store

A New Real Estate List.

:24. A farm in parish of Brighton, 6t
200 acres. 7§ cleared balance in spruce,
fir and hardwood. Seven miles from
Hartland. . Goed new buildings, cement
eellar (under house.

25.. A farm jn parish of Simonds of 150
acves, 80 cleared balance well wooded|g
\\ ith' hemlock and hardwood. A fine new

215 story house, 13rooms finished through-
f)ut Good Cellar with new turnace Car-
riage house, Well house, Summer Kitchen.
A new hip-roof barn 45x76 with 24ft,
posts, . A good well and spring near house,
spring brook acrcss farm. Situated on
St. John river. Convenient to school,
Post Office, Church and station. Easy
lerms. )

26. "A farm of 130 acres within 215
miles of Fredericton, 8o acres cleared
balance woodland with some timber. A
cood 10 room house well finished with
cellar. A spring near the house, A
large barn, woodshed and waggon house.
Near school 4n(l church. Quite level and
in a fair state of ct ultivation. An orchard
of 50 trees, P‘u't cash, balance with yearly
payments.

27. A farm of 200 acres in parish of
Simonds on St. John river, 85 acres cleared
balance heavy lumber land. In tair state
»f cultivation and fair buildings inzluding
house and thiee barns. Never failing well
n woodshed. A spring brook crosses the
farm. Hasa small orchard. Convenicent
to Post office, School, Church and Station.
Farm Machinery included. Good terms.

28. A house and lot in centre of Perth
on \fui., (iut 70%50 ft.) used for offices
and tenement ovérbead. Yearly -rental
$188 00. \\ ater in house. In good repair
arnd well painted. A bargainif taken at
once.

29. “A fine home on Main St. Hartland.
Well finished large house thh large lawn
inone of the best locations in town. = A
very desirable property on easy terms.

30, A good business stand in central
location in busy town., Two story build-
ing. First floor can be used for store, etc.
The second floor and thiyd finished for
large dwelling flat gets good rental. A
/?od investment on easy terms,

31. A fine large two story house with
ell well furnished inside and oat with bath -
room hot and cold water, in good location

in village of Hartland. A fine property
at a low price.

32. EIGHTEEN LOTS on Main St.
Hartlandon the well known and desirable
location on McMullin’s Flat. Price from
$200 to $300 each. Secure one at once or
write for particulars.

33. A nice home of house and stable
and lot of 8 acres in country. A nice
little home with a good chance for garden-
ing in 4 nice locatxon very cheap.

Car’etn Real Estate Agency.
-Hartland, N. B.

F. N. GRANT

PHOTOGRAPHER

Keith & Plammer’s Block, Up-stairs




