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great ¢rime he had the solution: If & cejved. f !
| that the case involving’ millions was more than-the farmer’s balance.
'amicahly settied.

the message wasn't delivered and I
lost nothing.”’.
Stoddart’s most eminent knavery

Among the travellers who alighted
at the railroad station. in this city
“'the other day was Paul D. Hart. He
~ stopped only long encugh to cross the {took place im Tennessee, where he
_platform and  take a train on the [forged his way out of prison.- Various
other side of the depot and did not {inaccurate reports have been made of
therefore remew acquaintances im !it, but it will be seen by this truth=-
Plattsburg. s ful ‘narration of the facts fufpished
Several tauses united ‘to produce by Gov. Cameron, of that state, and
this result, among them the fact that by-Stoddart himself, that it was as
Mr. Hart was shackled
" hand and foot, to another man  like (as any out of the domain of fietion.
himself clad in convict stripes. They | Stoddart had been down South on
were part of a company of fiity also ' a foraging expedition, moving from
ironed in pairs who were travelling place to place, because, as he says,
from Sing  Sing p rison to Clinton he ‘‘had to .always go somew here
prison for the purpose of balancing eise,’” when he was arrested for a
the populations of the State penal forged check and sentenced to ten
institutions. {years in the penitentiary. This- of-
Some years ago Paul D. Hart drop- | fense, committed at
ped off the train here and said he|was marked by his peculiar methods.
would like to buy a house for sum-|He advertised for mules—'‘the sub-
mer use, He brought a letter of in- |scriber-weuld buy for spot cash good
troduction to Thurlow Weed and was |mules seventeen hands -high, from
introduced: by that gentleman "lo sev-
eral citizens as a business man of im-
portance from Chicopee, Mass., seek-
ing a healthful summer home for his
family. ‘

Mr. Hart stayed for some -time,
made some friends, cashed drafts for
some $800 or more and then, drifted
out of town as unostentatiously as
he had come in.

His letter of introduction was forg-
ed, like his drafts, and the laugh was
on Mr. Weed. This affair was ot
tourse only a commonplace confidence

the Cheatham livefy stables ~on the
24th inst. between 10 a.m. and 3 p.
m. -Mules must pass accredited State
veterinary surgeon.’’

On the 24th Murfreesboro was filled
with mules.  They came from all the
central part of the State, from
Southern Kentucky, and from the
blue-grass-regions in droves, actually
thousands of them. But there was no
purchaser. He had disappeared on
the Nashville ftrain the evening before
{aftér buying oats and straw, hay and
erime, and it does not even - suggest halters and engaging men to care [of
the remarkable qualities which render | the mules and cashing various checks
Mr. Hart eminent, even great, in his ‘and drafts for a sum aggregating a
line. ithousand. dollars "of miore.

His name, by the way; js not Hart | The indignant Southerners
at all, but Edward O. Stoddart, and 1‘al'oud for his punishment, and
he lived in his youth at Chicopee, |dart, having been caught, was
Mass., where he was employed by the |to escape into a convict camp,
Ames Manufacturing Company. He ihe dug coal by day and slept
was a bright lad at school and a [chain by night.
smart youth in the counting roem, “The life —was;"’ he says, ‘‘some-
gifted with a flow of speech which 1thmg awful,”’ and Stoddart set-ahbout
approached garrulity, exeept that |freeing himself as soon as possibl?.
what he said about things usually |With some money he had smuggléd
amounted to something. + {into the camp he bribed a warder to

But he was dishonest from the core |furnish him writing materials, and he
out, and he embarked in wrong-doing | wrote aJetter which he signed with
pretty early in life, Ile seemed to |[the name’ of the Governor's closest
take that delight in crime which an |political friend dated on the train on
ardent sportsman has in the chase. |the way to Washington: The  letter

‘“The pleasure of beating people is,’’ |was in effect as follows :
he says, ‘‘the highest employment I| *“I wish you would release Edward
know ; even to this day I don’t care!|O. Stoddart’'at once, now a convict
for their mcney so much. I like to |working in Merrill's, camp. Have him
get it by ways so artistic that they |up to Nashville and give him.a good
may be called classic. T am an emo- |lecture. His people are fine folks up
tional actor when 1 swindle a man or {in Massachusetts and. my best
a woman, and I especially enjoy the |iriends.
effective roles I fill."” “You had better let him

Stoddart, as it is best to call him

cried
Stod-
lucky
where
on a

‘

have a

with iron, daring and clever a piece of rascality |

Murfreesboro, |

three to seven yedrs old, brought to

credit of $200 and see that he goes |

child had been lost for years he could
“bring it home. - Wherever anything

was moving Stoddart took part with |

secrets of vast importance —/to sell.
When the post-ofice scandals were de-
veloping in Havana Stoddart was -a
“friend’’ of Neeley's—'‘knew him in-

_timately at Muncie, Ind., and was in

the plot. Trouble had come to him-
seif and he was i jail;
térs irom Geeley that would convict
the defaulter, and if Postmaster-Gen-
eral kKmory Smith would get him re-
leased he would clear the department
of this Havana scandal,”’ etc.

So specious were his professions

| that the Postmaster-General took the
matter seeiously and sent two special
33a.gents to Wilkesbarre jail to invest-
flgate. They took stock in Stoddart’s
i story, and had it not been for a mis-
'dated . forged letter from ‘‘Neeley’’
which was shown them Suoddart
{wouid have won his point.
1 Then Stoddart took a hand in the
|Gilman will case in Bridgeport,
| “having been present at the drawing
of the - will which let in the bhali-
bloods.”

So well did_he play this part that
he was brought to Bridgeport on his
release from Wilkesbarre prison
‘managed to get several hundred dol-
|lars before the falsity of his alleged
information was discovered.

i He operated in this way all over
the country, securing good returns,
although  failing  of success often
enough tQ discourage a less sanguine
man. The ghief trouble with his plans
was that hé never left himself a way
of escape. His operations in prison
show that. When discovered he was
caught beyond hope. Nevertheless it
was in prison that he delighted to
work, and some of his begging letters
iwere marvels of clever composition.

These he addressed chiefly to women
of prominence in philanthropy and
charity. His methods
were for most of these wonien
ply irresistible. Watching the news-
papers carefully he would clij
for instance, something which
woman was - reported
and write to her that ‘‘her words
had touched him with great force
and truth and that no woman in the
world had ever said these things with
the foree that she had.”

Then would follew his own story,
the narration being founded on fact
or fiction to suit the case.
{ tery “was-then administered in- terms
that showed him a man of education
whose judgment was worth
thing. The correspondence
opened thus diplomatically, the

sim-
out,

suth a
to

out~

come was an appeal for material aid |

to support the wealth of sympathy
|already bestowed, and the reply was
rarely adverse.

| At one time when a prisoner he was

He had let-]

and |

1t was a8 a result of this for 31,350, which was several hundred

Payment was delayed, and the re-|
Stoddart has figured as a camp- 'sult of inquiries was the arrest of |
meeting exhorter and circuit-riding Stoddart. : :
preacher in Arkansas and Missouri.i Being arraigned before the Justme}
It was in this capacity that® he fell A of the Peace;-Stoddart démanded that |
from grace and into the hands of the | the “proceedings be opened with pray- |
law at the same time in Osage coun- er.” He prayed ' for the court, the
ty in the latter State. He was as-:bank, the prosecutor, and $spec‘islly
sisting, with signal success, the pre= ! tor the persecuted, with such  vigor
siding ‘elder of his circuit in conduct- | and eloquence that he was paroled |
ing revival meetings when he became | till next day in .custody of His host. |
the guest of a prominent Metho‘dist%’lhat night he started for the nearest
farmer, whom he asked to indorse a | State line and never stopped  till-he |
check on the Boatman's Bank, in St. Ewas in Hudson County, N.J., wherce
Louis, for $125. This the larmer : for his besetting sin he was sent a
readily @id, but when the check was ' few weeks la‘~r to Trenton for ten
turned into the tocal bank it called years.—New York World.

how Be Kissed the Bride

1
e s

«The official value of an illegal Then I went up to report to my sis—?
kiss has been »stimated variously ter. She decided to walt until somc?z
by different courts and as it it is just ol our friends arrived, ,;nd I went |
cause for a damage suit, I want to lo the men’s dressing room to smoke |
tell you how 1 rendered myself lia- a cigarette. There was my fat friend!
ble for such an action without giv-|smoking and be greeted  me with alli
ing you the right mames,” said a! the warmth of old friendship. : ‘
rug expert. “The joke was rather| * ‘What do you say to a hme:
more on me than on the girl, because | brandy ?’ he asked. |
she was awfully homely and she does| ‘“‘Suits me, thanks,' said I, and|
not know that I had no right to kiss | from a closet he brought out a bottle |
her. and “some glasses. Brooklyn isn't as|

“1 have always lived in New York, |'bad as she is photographed, I thought
and I know absolutely nothing about| * ‘Not as a regular thing do l-ap-
Brooklyn. When I received an invi-| prove of brandy,’ said the fat man,
tation to the wedding of my old| ‘but this is o mos’ 'str'ord'nary oc-|
| friend Willjams to Miss Bridge, of | cashion, my dear—say, I've Torgot-|

Brooklyn, I telephoned Williams my | len your name. .

“T told him.

of - approach |

have said |

More flat- |

some-
being |

congratulations and told him I never;?
| could find my way to the church and| ‘' ‘Friend of the groom L 4
| then to the bride's house. | ¢ 'Yen? B

“ “You must come, old man,’ said| ‘' ‘Known him long "
he, ‘because’ I want you to meet my| ‘ ‘All my life.”
bride. She’s a peach. You'll find the |
church about two inches off thel
{ map. Don't mistake another church|
around the cormer for it.
care for the ehurch service, so just
{ arrange to get there af 8:30 when |
that part of the show will be over |

think of him 7

| ¢ will lead you to the bride's home, | for his wedding,’ said I, and
|'which is only three blocks away. I'll| then convinced the fat man.
| never forgive you il you donm't come| ‘‘He told -me that he was
| and drink my wife’s health.’ | bride’s father
|  “Such an invitation as that was| look upon me as his own son.
innt to be dodged. The wedding was | was proud to know his son-in-law's
Flast Thursday night. I persuaded my ! friends. They must make his house
| sister to. go with me and at one| their own and—would I, as a favor
[ minuté past six we leit our home in| have just one more drink with him?
evening dress, | It was approaching the supper
“I{ Williams had been married up| hour, and 1 finally persuaded
| a tree it would have been easier for | sister to come downstairs with me
| his friends. We exhausted several The crowd around the bride and
trolley lines, and‘after leaving the| bridegroom was so dense that we
last car and walking six blocks we | could not penetrate it.
came to the church at just 8:30 “We fell in with the people who
o'clock. We were exactly on time. were going down to supper. That
‘““ The bride and bridegroom had| supper was all right, though we

He

“ ‘He is one of the finest boys that |
You don't| ever lived,’ said I, ‘honorable, , am-|
bitious and clean.’ |
“ ‘Do you mean it ?’ }
“ ¢t I didn's 1 wouldn't have come | Shredded Whole Wheat Bisesit

| and follow the crowd that comes out.| all the way from Upper New "Yo‘hrkz F. S. Dunham, The Family
is ; g

the |
He would always|

my |

“ ‘Why, the groom,

“It took me less than g
bolt into the men’s dre
get my coat. I didn't give

| time to put her rubbers on Rk

them in my pocket, I
out of the house in a rus ey
like a thief. 1% wasn't walil aeis
walked two blocks that "
<1 don't know what to Mk ats |
I didn't see any of Willi iy, 8
‘“Ot course’ not," mt
haven't been to Williams®
I led you to the wrong church
followed the wrong o :
don't want you to mention )
again.’ 3 PG
‘“My sister's idéa of the
is sometimes strong, and
escaped ‘hysterics.’ ;
“IT'm glad it wam
wedding,’ 1 said.
“ ‘Why ? she asked.
“.'Well, you know
that the bride was a peadh,
fat man, her father, you &
that it would be all right,
ped this bride on the ‘way
and kissed her. She wasn
that's all.. I Williams had
ier I'd never gone there to oy
“My sister seemed to this
all very funmy and” perhaps
have agreed with her # %
kissed the bride. She wrote
explanation of the afaip |
liaths, and be and his
joint letter from Atlantie
terday.  They=knew about
wedding and they assured g
bride was only 43  I'H
such chances at another :
lyn wedding, you may be
New York Sun J

Returp:d Today,
Weldy Young, "mining - recordes
cated at Clear Creek, who has

| in the city for the past week ori
£ , | returned ;
‘“ ‘Say, now, honestly, what d'you! jy, will' not be in towi &

to

his distant post

. ARRIK S
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You will say so after irying!
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for the purposes of this article, visit~
ed nearly all the States in the Union
and the Dominion of Canada. In Can-
ada he was arrested and served a

right home. I have fully m\'estlgat-:(-m;du@g«mg more than thirty of these
ed the case and it is a proper subject | correspondences, most of them with
for the action I ask, as I will ex-|sudeessiul results. The ladies of Phi}-

of the Admirelty Court, Ofiee,

ing, Rooms & 4 and 5. Taleplone
Box 43,

just drivey away and a large array | didn’t know a blessed soul . in the |
ol men and women in their best togs room. We had dined at 5 o'clork{
were filing but, A few got into car-| in order to get there, and we were|

L The mag st
oy

plain,'’ etec.

term in the Kingston prison. Since
then he has lived as much in prison
as out. :

Just at present he is serving a term
ol four years for a crime committed
while in the Tombs last March which
is fairly representative of his varied
methcds in knavery. He was
up in New York for some offense,

waiting trial, when he telegraphed to
a woman in Toronto that he was in

the Tombs under arrest as Paul
Hart and that
(which of

asking that
to his attorney.
sponded with the money.

D.

course he was not), and

~Stoddart well knew, and having sent
the money she hastened thither and
drove to the Tombs to see her hus-
band. ;

Stoddart says the meeting was de-
lightiully dramatic.  Explanations
were  necessarily made.
~searched by Warden Hagan, a Ton-
siderable part of the $100 was found
upon him and he was_at once placed
on trial for the new ofiense.

. ‘He delended himself with some abil-
ity, denying the gemeral facts, but of
oourse conviction followed and the
renalty on its heels.

Had there been only this case to
deal with Hart might even have es-
caped scot free, but another woma:
-Suddenly appeared from Indiana. She
had mot stopped to. tend the money
that Stoddart had telegraphed for,
,Claiming that he had been innocently
locked up as a witness of a street
« murder, but had brought it with her
" And from other sourves moBey ih
Various sums came for “‘Hart” in
amounts from $50. to $200.

- Stoddart complained bitterly of be-

How Stoddart was able to imitate
the handwriting successfully has not
been discovered. Probably he had

had c¢orrespondence with the Uover-:

nor’s/friend and treasured a memory

of his chirography for possible future |

use.

locked

he was her husband

she send by wire $400
She promptly re-
The wo-
man's husband was in New York, as

Hart was

The chances were desperate, but
Stoddart was in desperate straits,
and agreeably to his hopes rather
than his expectations the order for
his release and the payment of his
fare to Nashville came down in a iew
days. To this day Stoddart deplores
especially his failure to get to Nash-
ville.
most  interesting situations he had
ever devised, namely, the chance to
appear before the Governor with
feigned humility and gratefully ac-
cept the $200 that ‘‘the Governot’s
friend’’ had asked for.

But -the allurements of a barroom
at a railroad junction on the way be-
trayed him and after he had spent
the few dollars he had in his pocket
he was arrested for vagrancy. - He
spent three days in jail and when re-
leased he was overdue at Nashville,
and his trick bad been discovered. He
however, took to the woods and
mountains, and after inéredible hard-
ships and perif§ got across the Ohio
river and breathed freely once more.

When he has subsequently been

{have sought to return him to Teon-
lessee, but Gov. Cameron always re-
:plicd ‘“not wanted,'’ until wearied
!with having'the:man ofiered to him
(he at last informed the Pinkertons
|that “Edward 0. Stoddart was too
cbrilliant a man to be returned to his
{State. If he will keep out of it his
{pardon stands.’’

. ing sent from the Tombs ; it was the | Stoddart has served time i Joliet,

- ideal place, he said, to fool the wives  in

Jackson, Mich. ; Wethersfield,

He says it cost him one of the |

ar--
rested the jolice, anxious to get the |
reward ofigred for an escaped convict, |

“of men who came to the metropolis. |Conn. ; Wilkesbarre, Pa , and prob-
‘But how did you kndw the hus- ably elsewhere, and his prison career
bapds in New York had wives at has been almost as, notable -as his
- home ?"' was asked. | criminal one, g

|adelphia's best society took special
{interest in him, and when he left
Wilkesbarre jail he had from them a
trunk of superior clothing, besides
$200 which they had sent him, while
from other sources as far away as
California he had money in varying
Sums.

When, however, he struck the name
of
or the Critic, and opened
correspondence on the
lines, basing his address upon
sentiments she had declared
signed article, he met with
| obstacle.

up

the
in a

Miss Gilder is an old
porter and she investigated her
respondent and made ‘“copy’’ of him
in a way which almost ruined his
tradée. Stoddart has a contempt for
mere literary people since then, which
{was increased by his more recent ex-
| perience with Lillie Devereux Blake,
|who, having invited him to call and
having considered his mission, smil-
ingly handed him “half a dollar. ‘‘She
read me like a book,”’ said the victim
,of the lady's pleasantry alfterward.

i In later years he has chiefly sought
{to swindle women, and he counts
{among his victims the highest ladies
{in the land,

His lacility in penmanship is some-
ithmg extraordinary and was the
| means of settling .out of court the
Harrison will case in Philadeiphia
The cause turned upon the authority
of a witness' signature, and Persifer
Frazer, the American expert, ‘widely
‘known for his ajpearance in the
Dreyfus trial, had examined the writ~
ing and declared it to be that ol the
man whose name it was. A. S
Shields, the leader of the triminal
bar in Philadelphia, had come into
-the case—and had recently been coun-
{sel for Stoddart, whose acquittal he
'had secured wpon a forgery charge.
'He had in thit way learned of Stod-
dart’s proficiency: with. the pen and,
calling a meeting of - the priocipals
and counsel on his side, he ififroduced

re-
Cor~

iss Jeanette L.. Gilder, the edit-|
a |
customary |

a SCrious ’

riages. Most ol them walked ynd we | hungry.
fell into line.

“I didn't happen to see any of Wil-
| liams' friends. My sister very un-
| kindly said that this event o must |
{ have -been the first of the social |
| season for the bride's. [riends, be- |
| cause there was a very noticeable
odor of moth balls in the air. { had disappeared to get into their

“After walking about eight blocks | travelling clothes.
we reached the house. A group of| ‘1 was feeling very comfortable
Roger-a statuary beamed out of the| and I again went over to the fat
and from the open| man and shook hands with him.
came the subdued sound of{ ‘'l am an old friend of
voices. | groom,’ said I;

““As .we entered a maid at the door | Seen the bride.
| directed us to- the dressing rooms,| her when I-did.’
;Wben I camd down to "~ the ladies'!|

i
{
|

about church  socials,
| euchres and a Mrs. Somebody who

ods little better
cheating. When we went upstairs
again the bride and bridegroom

than downright

{ front window

door the

| dressing room on the second floor my | 1y daughter. She won't mind,

sister said to me: { et bit
“tJoe, I don’t see a. single
here whom 1 kmow. I am not going|
down until some of Williams' f(riends|
arrive. These women all say “bean’ |
| with a comscioussgasp and Shake|
| hands on a level with your chins.|
I'm not up to mingling with that|
kind ol a crowd’ unsupported You |
gc down and prospect around for|
the Shaws or the Butlers or the An-|
dersons or some one whom we kBow|
and we'll make up & little party by | hall broke out and there were cries |
ourselves.' { of ‘Here they come ! Look out for!
“When I reached the parior it was| them.’ o
filled entirely with the bride’s| ‘“The bride came first with ome of |
friends. There was a gemerous look-| 'Do% lovse raglan aflairs with the |
ing bufiet in the rear room, aud with | bood drawm over her head. She {
several others 1 drifted toward it.| bolted down the stuirs, and 'hmg
i

|

way

an’ when she

kizzer for yoursell an' you kizzer for
me.”

soul

mission and the courage of wine 1
determined to kiss het. The
guests crowded the door with

was

stalrs o

I had been traveling for ' nearly | Was about to pass me I said ; '
three hours apd 1 needed something| = "Ome minute, please ; I want )
to sustain me. kiss g i

“A-pufly, fat man, who evidently| “T graibed her round the waist
was a member of the houschold,| pulled back the hood and — well after |
caught my eye, and between us we | going that far I had to kiss her |
made a small bottle Jook empty in & | In fact she wemed to expect it. 1|
jifiy. : ° thought that Williams' peach looked

“Only on such occasions as this,| decidedly frost-bitten, ‘
my boy, do I approve of wine,’ he! “The crowd &% the foot of the
said; eying me with moist eyes. ' |-stairs yelled approval, and I Jlet her

““The conversation around us was|
challenge |

won the Whist Club’s prize by meth-|

‘and I haven's yet|
I intended to kiss|

‘ ‘Kizzer, my boy, kizzer her. She's |
nos |
You jus’ stand on this stair- |
comes down you |

“Williams had told me that she was:
a peach, and with this parental per-|

l'llt'i
and old shoes, but | stood on the |

g | teese
“Suddenly a commotion in the upper |

L3
| &

That is an unworthy question for
an intelligent man,'’ he replied. “'n.el
neéwspapers told me the men were here

p the hotels. I assumed that they
: ves. at home. If a despatch

the -rough draft made by the testat- |
it 10 a wile who did not cxistlb{»_ If there were a mystery in n‘

. |Stoddart to them and x test was

As soon as he was immured he be- |made by sénding him to a side table
gan with indelatigable .industry to and passing rapidly before him fto
correspond - with ‘‘all and sundry.' copy sevenly signatures at random.
It a will were missing bé had it, or Mr. Frazer was foreed to admit that
filty-seven_ ‘of the forgeries were so
exact that experts might well be. de-

1

groom and the pufly man squeezed
my hand affectionately and  told e
to coms to him whenever I needed 2
Iriend, which I thought was mighty’
kind of him. - v

‘1 wandered wround for half an

“We drank to the bride and bride- |

* 'This is indeod a happy occasion,’ | go, pretending not to bear the fai
said 1, ‘and let's have ome more, for [ man's plaintive call :
I am tired.’ ; “Kizzer ber again’ for me, my boy.'

"He might do his own kissing. As
I stood there, sobered by the view of
the bride’s ' fack, & Httie midn  with'
side whiskers darted past me,
everyone pelted him with 1
lm over a 7‘

Wi

hour withous seeing a familiar face.

rail and
who was_that. He eyed ici-
ously as he replied : ”
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