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SOME: SIDELIGHTS

Letters to Priseners in France

Tell of Germany’s Sad Condition

is Temps Quotes Extracts

from Correspondence Which|

Show the Tragic Impression Made on the German
+ Populace by the Appalling Wastage of Men.

————

TSpecial Dispateh. ]
PARIS, TR
Letters to German prisoners of war In
France furnish irrefutable evidencg of the
seiiliments prevailing at present in Ger-
many. The corregpondence invariably re-
fers to the constant draln on the male
population, owing to the extension of the
mnseription svstem  and to the steadily

cggravating conditions to which ﬂ;bse at tails of which were published shortly after!

nonie are subjected. The Paris Temps
uotes a few extracts from =uoh ‘létters.’
Het is one:—
Gorgast, Oct. 26.—There are now few of
‘eft in this village. Nearly everybody
gone to the war. Many have been
killed or grievously wounded. Some have
escaped with less damage. If is terrible.
‘I'nose still. left here will sogn have to 80
too, and we have asked for some Russian
srisoners of war to do the work for our
families in our ahsence, I have had a let-

er from Gustav. He is in Berlin being.

rained for active service and he says that
thie daily drilling goes pretty hard on him.
Yan Know he is in his forty-sixth vean.

anen prisoner recelved the following :— explain now, but will tel yon all about it
sonme time. Heinz and August are worse

‘It i& ‘a pity to see what poor wretches
they are sending off to war these days. old
nmien upward of sixty and half grown boys
of eighteen. Some are qne eyed, otherns
limping It looks as if they tried to rake
together all they can get hold of, only to
throw them into the reoaring furnace. This
annot- posgibly - lagt - more than 'a few
months at the most. Thege latest- con-

weé have no more to put in their places.”

I Schleswig and Holstein several train-
i1y camps have been.organized where both.y
minors and superannuated recruits are

'being ingtructed. FPersons between forty-
",ﬂ\'e and fifty vears of age, who have not

been calred to the colors as vet, have been
forbidden to leave the country and ail
bove over sixteen vears have been informed
to keep themselveg in readiness, in antici-
pation of orders to reponi at some army
depot for priliminary mlltfary instruoetion,
According to a ‘recent qrdinance, the de-

itz promulgation, the defectives who ‘had
onte been e!emmeﬂ 48 unfit for ‘adtive
service have been re-examined. Themun=

ber affected by this order amounted to
about three million and of these over
sixty per cent were passed by the sur-
geons. Measures of this kind show to
what length the German government is
determined to go and the common people
naturally feel dismayed at the desperate
state of things. Some envy the fortunate
ones who are safely -imprisoned in the
enemy’'s country.. One young girl writes
te her fiaueé in 4. French prison.camp:—

“My little boy, you should not grumbig,.
but rather feel satisfied, for vou could be‘

in a muech mere sad situation. 1 cannot|

off -thap -von.'
From Crefeld a wife addresses .this
lament to her Imprisoned husband:—
“AlL home we are losing courage alto-
gether. Maother is in despair and, most

mijserable, and father has lost twenty-]

three pounds. One feels like tearing one's

{hair, but what good would that do? \When,| -
coripts will be killed, too, in their turn andil

get the blues and am complaining the
others chide me and teil me that. I, at

|

{

|

least, have nothing to worry about, sincel

you are hdié‘ and can hope to return home
()n( e more,

WARNING TO GERMANY IN HISTORY

OF NAPOLEON’S SYRIAN CAMPAIGN'

French,
Unsuccessful Assaults

¥

L..._—_Q__..._._.

. Fhey Were CompeHed t

Untold Hardships, Reached Acre, Where, After Futile Siege and Great Loss in
o /Begin" Rétirement” Across

Desert Wastes to Cairo—Suez Line as British Defence.

[Special Dispateh.]
ILONDON, «

The difficulties attending a werman-
Tirkish advance from Syria on Egypt is
«mphasized ' = a reference to the French
campaign in the same region in 1799. A
study of Napoleon's experiences Shows|
that the same physical obstacles of terrain
may be expected to-day as in former years.
T'he desert hetween El Arich and Gaza re-
mains the surie, and although Napoleon's
force crossed this end stretch in forty-eigut
nours the F¥eénch troops suffered untold

B s e

»

though the total force of the French did

,not exceed thirteen thousand men, still

Napoleon was obliged to «divide this force

up and move along by isolated divisions|

over the desert which separated his army
from Syria. It teok the French forty-eight

thours to reach Gaza, and thisr mas¢h of

forty-three miles was the havdest march-|
ing experience met by the rench in the
entire Syrian campaign. The greatest!
trouble was the scarcity of water, and in
separating the army into isolated divisions |
the idea was to conserve the wells, which
were the only resource in that arid region.

1t is understood. the Germans recently

fhave united Nabulus and Jerusalem Dby

rail. The distance between the two places |

is twenty-nine miles The report is not
confirmed. but if .true it will mean that
the German-Turkish forces can proceed
from: Dapascus dirvect to Jaffa, covering
the entire distance from Constantinople
to Jaffa by railway.

From Jerusalem to Jaffa is thirtyv-two
miles hy rail and from Jaffa over the

coast ‘highway as used by Napoleon the |
{distance to (axm for marching troops Is |
{212 Paileg, =

[Special Dispatch. g J
LoNDON, .~ o %

It is recorded that Thomas 3’e$t'ewm
once said in regard to the action of the
British govermment of his time that .the
only way to prophesy what they ws)u]d
do was to ascertain. what they ought to,
do angd infer the ‘eontrary. '.l‘horé -arg
perbuus in"Giéat ‘B‘rﬁ;arg fh the p:,ggqg{
day. who. assert. that, this. rule sHIL !M,dAs
|& gzood.

| The oxplanatloni wbxch Mr. (‘hurnb;lg

|and others in authority have given of
’thc- inception “of the enterprises “whith

nardships. The entire French army united near| From Juffa to the nearest point on the
The French objective was St. Jean d'Arc|Gaza, which place was found evacuated in|guez Canal along the coast highway is
on the Syrian coast. Napoleon captured advance of the French arrival. Here the 162 miles. : This highway passes nm.ugh

every . fortified post  intervening be-|French fell into possession of addmon'il‘(;ﬂ,,, El . Arich and Sebech, This same |

trween that place and El Arvich, but the supplies, which the enemy in hig husie to] iroadway crosses the Suez Canal at a pol“t
united strength of the British and Turks retreat had left undestroyed. \t\\em\-mne miles south of Port Said and
proved too much for the French and Na-'— On March 3 the French reached Jaffa,|fifteen miles north of Ismaila. From the
poleon after a sixty days’ siege of St. Jean!and on March 7 that place was carried cpgssing point, as indicated, the distance
d’Arc was compelled to retrace his steps|by assault. {to Calro is sixty-two miles and from the
over the very route which the German-. On March 18 St. Jean d'Acre was in-|same crossing point to Kl Arvich the dis-
Turkish forces now propose to utilize in|yested. A desperate resistance was met tance is Seventy-five miles,

udvancing on Egypt. with. The guiding spirit in the early de-| When Napoleon launched his Syrian |
The present rendezvons of the German-| fence of the place was a Krench engineer ! ¢ampaigr the immediate occasion was on |
Turkish grmy in Syria is north of Damas- and artillerist, General PBhillipeaux.  Onllearning that the Turks were concentrated |
cus.  The headquarters of the German! March 28 the first assault took place. Itlin {mn g Natalia ‘for an advance into |
E® the Syrian coast highway. |

commander ,in chief. Field Marshal von|failed. On April 15 Napoleon defeated a|Igynt
der Goltz, is at Aleppo, 160 miles north by | Turkish army of 30,000 men at Mount Magazines were being collected by the
rallway from Damascus. Aleppo was re- Tabor, which force was marching to the| TUIL\ for this army at St. Jean ('Acre and

garded by Napoleon as the key to India.|relief of St. Jean d’Acre. Five assaults Napbleon believed that it was ol para- |

tut before Aleppo ecould we occupied it was on St. Jean d’'Acre immediately follo\w.i mount importance to dest >se maga-

necessary for the French to take St. Jean the battle of Mount Tabeor. All failed. On!zines before the TurKish v could put |

d Are. and in this latter undertaking they| May 8 the sixth assault was made. This, in an appearance héefore th:
were unsuccessful. {too, failed. On Alay 10, with Kleber’ 8| Viewing the French ecamps as it

To the military observer the remark- i[xeah troops, brought in from \lount'pumts the present day situation the im-

ble marching powers of the Irench|Tabor,

rroops, backed up by the driving = : 3
of v‘:e ataff ;u(h ﬂp, Napoleon had collec tedlon May 22 Napoleon was compelled 1ajsistance with a tremendous defence on the

shout him, is disclosed in the fact that, raise the siege and retrace steps to Egvpt.|line of the Suez Canal. This defence, it is
Napeleon moved a portion of his com-{ On the return march, made over thecirecognized, will have the .(y]dp.[ \dvantage
mand from Cairo to El Arich, a distance|route which now lays hfif'm'ev the German-|that all .\'n,np'lms and munitions for the
of 137 miles, in five, days. This entire|Turkish armies,, the French laid “‘a-\‘l“‘(x(‘y‘nml.-'}'ul'l\'lﬁh forces must The brought
command which moved uul of Cairo left all the country, both to supply themselves up from the eastward across the wastes

that city on February 10, 1799. This Cairo | With mm'slons for crossing the desert dnd of the Syrian desert. It is further recog- |

rorce included: the divisions of Lannes apd|tc deprive the Turks of the means of fol-| nized that the Germans are instituting a
son and the cavalry, and the whole fm(e!lo“fﬂs them to the frontiers of Egypt.!ca ign which will mean a far extensio
was up with El Arich in seven days. Fully | Returning into Egypt, Napoleon marched|of their lines. The line of communication

geventy-five miles of the 137 was traversed |to Cairo with the main body of his troops,!from Damascus extends to Constantinople

over a semi-desert country, and for twenty and reached that place on June 14, 179.0angd thence through, the Balkan Peninsula

miles before El Arich was reached the Kleber's division retreated to Damietta. to Huw , Austria and Germany. Mid-
ountry was desert in the extreme. The! From Damascus, where the German-|way of this line is the_ allied army of
fivisions of Reynier and Kleber had pre-|Turkish armies are concenirated to-day, a!Salonica, constituting a force which, so

eded Napoleon from the lower Nile, and railway runs to Haifa, on the Syrian coast. ||ong as it remains in existence, must mean

»~ fast as the French troops came up they ! This railway line between Damascus and 5 real menace on the flank of the long

to. the assault, one cemmand ay- Haifa is ninety miles long. Haifa is fif- jine of communications. In addition
and going into the fight at mid-|teen miles south of St. Jean d‘.-\c‘nn 1"1'\‘1_(1 to the Salonica army the Germans also

I Arich was occupied on Febru-i{Marshall von der Geltz has it in hisi wijl have to reckon on the pos ilities of
and important magazines feli into power to moye his entire army to Haifa| e 11alian-Serbian force in Albania being
iands of the French. by rail, and by so doing place his com-| apahle ar some time not far distant of
El Arich the French pushed on to!mand on the road which Napoleon ”""“‘i,!iue;x,'.whiv::‘,11'0!1};19 on the German com-

1 distance of forty-three miles, Al-|at g point distant 255 miles from Cairo. | munications still farther to the northward.

{ The 1799 CaMPAIGN o NAPOLEON v SyRiA
| AwD 175 RELATION To THREATENED GERMAN-
Tunmgu Apvance on EGYPT Topay

GERMAN- TurRKish FORCES
Now CONCENTRATING AT ALEPPO

ALEPPO. 160 MILES ¥
AND Homs {'«L)M, SOMILES }——.)'

NORTH OF DAMASCUS

AFTER REPEATED DEFEATS
NAPOLEON'S ARMY AT MT TABOR . NAPOLEON \
(IN“1799) 13000 STRONG RETREATED OVER SAME !
ROUTE TO (S5t Jean & ,,w)
MARCHED FROM CAIRO 94
To EL ARICH, 137 MILES
in. SEVEN. DAYS
Part of the Army rmade
the rmarch in FIVE DAYS -

| wm—— Napoleor’s Route 1799
| #oee Existing Ry 'roads

| = Ordinary Highways

|

XD Syer oy

THE VERY DIFFICULT _© gv
MARCH FROM EL ARISH- ?%.
TO GAZA . 43 MILES ‘\"‘,)

WAS MADE IN FORTY- = —“&
EIGHT HOURS

JErusalem to J.//Q 32 Myles

Jafa tp Grro, - -~ 212 Miles
Jafa fo Nesrest Roint an

fUL 7 [’l”rf?/ () katara) (5242 bl
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the seventh and eighth assaults!pression iz gained that the Allles are pre- |
power | Were made. All were unsuccessful, andjparing to duplicate the St. Jean d'Acre re- |

vv,E\wang AD( \INF & E{"’TRENGH ,QEE:@NEE"

GERMAN TRENCH JOURNAL PICTURES
FATHERLAND IN A GLOOMY LIGHT

‘Newspaper Found by British Engineer Relates Troubles of Campaign in Russia, Discusses
Failure of Submarine Campaign and, :Dealing Bitterly with Question of; Food and Prices
at Home, Declares Belgians Live More Cheaply Than Civilians in Rhine Country.

[Special Dispateh.]
1.ONDON,
Evidence that ‘he German malcontents

jare not confining their efforts to protests

in the Reichstag is forthicoming in the|

shape of a small four-page newspaper
printed in Gothic characters, headed with
f(lu- German eagle and the title Die Feld-

{post, which bas fallen into the hands of!

a royal engineer near Ypres.

The contents of this preduction, evi-
dently intended to cireulate among the
German troops, are not caleulated to
cheer them up.

A front page article is headed “The
| Coming Winter Campaign” (“Die Kom-
mende Winterfeldzug™), and it gives a
lurid outline of the troubles which lie
ahmz] of the German armies ir their win-
{fer warfare against the Rus

“As a consequence of the skilful \\HL\-'M:IHIL produced “through the

\drawal of the Russians,” it says, “the
German troons will have to fight mnot!
only against the Russian generals, but
also against the pitiless lield ( nmnmnrlm
Winter. * * * 'The warfare that was|
| waged last winter in the flocded n]l\ult ts
of the Yser gives only a faint ]mtum of
the battles which soon will develop in the
I swamps of Russia.”

Another article deals in an equa lly dis-|
fcouraging style with the German sub-
‘manno warfare, declaring that there is|
Ac«)nmdprable disquietude in Germany be-!
Kca.u~,e s0 many submarines fail to retum'
{to harbor. |

“Their opponents know why,"” observes |
I;the writer, “and they also know that!
!Gel‘mun_\' possesses fewer submarines to-
| day that she did at the beginning of the
| war, in spite of the fact that in Hu-"
'meumim(' she has built a large number
{of them. * * % The English Ad-

.| many” a third article gives s:pwific J'.n-;sion of thair land, live much more cheaply
»sranu es of the way in which, it’alleges,|than our dear wives and children at home,
the German authorities not only supp1esa’aud many a father of a fdlDlI.y thinks
unpalatable news but deliberately fals 1fviunxmusly of His dear ones

articles in the press to give to the publxc] “The excessive prices,” asserts this ye-
{an_erroneous impression of the state of|tailer of disagreeable truths, the Feld-
{affairs. Headed *“Die Lebensmittelnot| post, “actually re$train the consumers
infolge Tenerung und Wugher (usury) in!from buying as much as they need in
{ Deutschland,” another - article diseusses|order to live properly, and consequently
the alarming increase in the cost of living | foodstuffs, in spite of their scarcity, are
in Germany, giving extracts from Ger-|spoiling in the hands of the greedy mer-
man newspapers showing how two diver-|chants. This spoiling has assumed such
gent explanations are offered by opposing dimensions that-—-as the Vorwirts openly

journalistic schools of thought for this
serious state of affairs,

One section of the press declares that
the cost of food is due to actual shortage,
against which any measures taken by the

government are ineffectual, while other h 2L
Ao . _thuge quantities it g
organs declare there is food enough for &2 Qnantities ol Meat. ke exerywbake

the empire, but that the dearness is axti-
usurious
profits exacted by the mere hants, against|
whom the government neglects to take
dr.l.stlc action.

From -the Kélner Tageblatt is quoted|
an instructive letter from a German|

soldier in Belgiuni,! who complains lnt~]

terly :—"It-is sad, wery sad, when we ‘see!
how the I’ml"‘-m- in \1»1[9 of our p()&\ S-

MARTIAL SPIRIT OF
GERMAN WO‘MEN

[Special Dispatch.]
AMSTERDAM,
The spirit that actuates the women r»r

{Germany is shown by this remarkable let-!g

Iter to a relative :¢

‘‘Since my last letter to you Franz has
died cf his wounds. Now I am left alone

[with two small children, but, thank God,

I am not discour: and when T t

| miralty has found excellent means of ©f What' other women have lost I feel

bheating off the attacks of German sub-

called ‘blockade’ of England has become

{more futile thap ever. Gewmany may go

on confidently with her submarines sink
g unaruwied merchant ships and pas
senger steamers, but she does thereby
more Jdumage to herself than te her
. * % She suffers a moral

ass combined,!”

L uder the Leading “The Consor in Geps

SR AP AR N R

that I-have no reason to compiain,
“How" long this war will last™ Heaven

{marines, but it prudenily keeps the only knows. The streets here are crowded
| knowledge ‘to itself. * * % ‘T'he go-|

with ‘soldiers, more so than in the be-

lginning of the war, and we are more and

more convinced that we will win 1 fact
we must win, and should

the

tim: when every soldier i {iled, nded
or taken prnmh I we at 2nht, for
llmn the women will L y The

would

Everyt i T ave K G
stand ready to sacrillce thenr
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declares—‘there has now developed a trade
in spoilt foodstuffs.

The same 'journal is quoted, in com-
menting on an advertisement of 500 cwt.
of meat for sale as cattle food, as making

the bitter statement:—"“While at preseat

|

spoiling, which often hardly can be dis-
posed of as cattle food, the people dre no
{longer in a position, owing 'to the hlghl
{prices, to be able in many cases to eat|
sufficient quantities of meat themselves.”
| The Feldpost writer closes an article
with the prediction:—“An extreme short-
age in the nnurl\h.nr'nt of the German

»

people is only a question of time: it is as|
icertain and unescapable as the financiall
| distress.”

HOSPITAL IN FRANCE
IS RUN BY WOMEN

'
|
’ A
‘ [Special Dispateb.]
PARI1S, . -
“In the Abbey of Royaumont-sur-Oise,’
says the Paris Figaro, *a seection of the
| British Red Cross Sceisty established in
\onembo-l 1914, ‘the Scottish Women's f{os-
pital, which has been in continuous opera-
tion sin theu. The entire personnel of
the ir ition co 8. 0of women. The
‘dn-wn'cs.\ ig Miss Ivens, a Liverpool sur-|
| 2eon, who is. assi d-+by seven wemen
physicians  and v graduale nurses.
|l|‘."‘ are beds ver Lwo  hundred
patients spital, - Many very diffi-
cult operations have be ceossfully pen-
formed:® by hes ity men, and the
wounded . 2 el ey Tent
alting in o
"Uf charge o he hozpital's ambulance
s Mlis 1 Al a v 142 aivl trom e
military. cape
cap - pereliod
Foam-
y

s

care, re-

“are

!

mnld have been tindertaken only  with
| the use of the sea power exerted by the
Allies has given rise to considerable cnti-
cism ameng professional men. \0 ugorq

'mtarestmg study, indeed; for sea offxcers.

land especially those Qf the United States
Navy, conld be afforded than that which:
concerns the employment of the naval. su-

| periority which Great Britaig,maia}g has,

been able to assert. It is natural that
students of mnaval warfare should cam-.
pare the incidents and exaigples of the
present conflict at sea with those which
occurred when Barham and St. Vi
exercised command, and also with the pre-
cepts expounded later by Ceplomb and
Mahan.

From the first day of the, war, owmx to,
the relative superiority: of  the Britisk
battie fleet, the Allies obtained the,. prac:
tical control of the sea communications.
everywhere outside the Baltic. This is
demonstrated in the first place by . the

freedom of action which has been exers *

cised by the war ships of the allied nayies,
constantly and continually in spite of sub-
marine and mine, and in ‘the second place.
there has been little hindrance of the
streams of mercantiles traffic or the trans-
port. of millions of troops and munitions
of war in the outer seas. It is a striking
fact in this comnection that Lord Inch-
cape, the chairman of the P, and Q.
Company,' was able to state last week
that the steamships of this line running
to the Antipodes and the East have gon--
tinued during sixteen months of war their
regular voyages, with their usual comple-
ment of passengers, just. as in times of
peace, and have been free from loss by,
enemy action.

With the command of the seas and the
control of communicatiops in its hands,
the British government had won the first
return for the™meoney invested in the
fleet. - It also had obtained ar egsen-
tial element for the carrying out of ex-
peditions or the exercise of navai power

| oveérseaas. In two ecases it is seen how
‘,thl\ power can be exercised to advantage.

| One is the action of Lord Fisher in using
{ Vice Admiral Sturdee's Bartle eruisers

| for the destruction of Admiral von Spee's

covering squadron to.the commerce raid-
ers. The second oecasion was when Ad-

{miral Fisher's pupil and colleague, Ad-
{miral Jellicoe. used Vice Admiral Beatty's
' battle cruisers fo tura the‘'scale in the

affair in the Bight on Augnst 28, 1914,

Apart from_ the use of & supremacy of
naval power to acconnt for the enemy’s
war ships, there is its employment in
connection with amphibious operations.
The examples of this form of exercise fall
into two ecategories, those which \\'(‘r-’:
carried out with the object of depriving
the eneny of his oversea possessions and
thase which have heen undertaken dyver:
sea in Burope and the'Near East with the

Fpurpose of distressing hine or wea akeuving

liiy strength by obliging:him to dissipate
his forces.  The former were unifermly

| suecessful. Lhe latter have not been 'so

far feaitful of similarly satisfactory re-
ilise It is worth while to examing the:
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