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moral truth ul Imitittu nature, and that the narra­
nt v of the h'luud vc-t- niton a foundation oi tant.

1 liming to tllCy>N ew I entament, lie a-.— Vted that 
tire evidence for the fourth < e -pel i - .ntinttely 
superior to any evidence which lia- bee i produced, 
or can be produced, for works like those l Aristotle 
and Tacitus, which are accepted by every clas-ical 
scholar. He hoped that 1kl and the advanced 
Higher Critics were travelling'"To the same city, but 
lie preferred to travel in am Aller can ace. arm n 
possible in another tram.

The Lay View.

Bishop Welldon's -pc. Hi lias attracted much at 
lion, for the discussion of the clerical declaration 
on the Bible and Criticism continues with unabated 
zeal. The declaration has very few friends, for its 
studied ambiguity has made its defence difficult 
for those who have signed it. It is generally be­
lieved that a desire to make the Virgin Birth and 
physical Resurrection of our Lord open questions 
for ordination candidates lies behind the declar­
ation, but, as a layman remarked when one of the 
signatories publicly declared his belief in those 
fundamental facts, " I his. does not interest us We 
expected this of you* and if you did not believe 
those miracles, we should expect to see you leave 
the ministry.” 1 his fairly represents the temper 
of the ordinary lay hum when discussing the latest 
"declaration." ' X

Ü
King Alfonso’s Escape.

As the King of Spain, accompanied by. Presi­
dent Loubet, drove away from a gala performance 
of the opera after midnight, we learn from a re­
port from Paris of ist hist., an anarchist threw a 
bomb in the direction of the royal carriage. I he 
projectile struck a soldier belonging to the Cuir­
assier escort on the shoulder and then fell to the 
ground and exploded without injuring Ills Majesty 
or the President, who continued their drive to the 
Palais D'Orsay. Several soldiers of the escort were 
thrown from their horses and injured, while frag 
nients -of the bomb struck several persons in the 
crowd. Hie King and President were unharmed. 
A number of people were nvained or seriously in­
jured, and property'-was destroyed. It is sad, in­
deed, that people who regard neither the law of 
(iod nor man should lie able wantonly and cruelly 
to destroy life and inflict irreparable injury on 
their law-abiding fellow men.

*
Togo and Rojestvensky.

It was a foregone conclusion with nio-l thinkers, 
who had drawn conclusions from the events which 
have marked the meeting of the naval forces of 
Japan and Russia since the beginning of the war, 
that when these two admirals came together the 
result would be unfavourable to the Russian fleet. 
That the Russian Admiral would lie so completely 
outclassed in strategy and his fleet as completely 
put out of action in the short and decisive naval 
Jiattlc in the Sea of Japan, is another of the many 
surprises of this memorable war. Valour, as we 
have more than once said, in referring to the 
tfagic strife between these two Eastern powers, is 
of but little avail where oppose)I to equal valour 
guided by superior skill. The marvellous intelli 
gence, enterprise, pluck and skill of the little brown 
1 slanders of the East have perhaps in the world's 
naval annals had their aptvst counterpart in the 
work done for justice', commerce and progress by 
tin1 ttaVy of the British Isles. x\._ y

-a*
Imperial Defence.

Mr. Balfour’s recent speech on Imperial defence
was, it has 'been well said, 1 me 1 ,f the mi ist im
portant political utterances nf m< idem times. It
-In iwed that this great subject is at las 1 enga gin g

ifc-the serious attention of British stab -meiE andp)
forms an essential part ot our Imperial policy ,1 he/ 
speech, cahll- and coni Icons in tone, but deliberate 
and candid in iT> terms, made plain the' fact that 
the British Empire nab/e both the greatness and
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danger of its high position, and will be ready, if 
and when the need should arise, to defend its 
integrity against the world. 1 lie l'rime Minister „
discussed in detail two subject- of the nr-t im­
portance- the prospects of a po--i A invasion ot 
England, and the military position ot India. 1 he 
accuracy of details is just now of less moment to 
the nation than the Premier's assurance that 
nothing- is being left undone to strengthen and con- 
s«didate our Imperial defences. It is a tribute 
both to our present relations with the other great 
Powers and to Mr. Balfour’s tact that the great 
Powers have received his speech without offence.

'* '* «

REVIVAL.

This English word of Eat in and French deriv­
ation, is hulking more largely in the public mind 
V day than it has for many a year. Writing on 
tin- subject in the "Church of Ireland (ia/ettc," the 
I )i an of St. Anne's, Belfast, indicates clearly and 
concisely the growing power of the solemn awak­
ening which is stirring men's minds and arousing 
their interest in the Mutiler Country. The learned 
Dean says : "At the present time there is a gen-- 
vrai expectation that God may be about to grant 
u- such a revival as we have read of in history, and 
ii E very lilting that when men ill.cl to take conn­
'd together they should direct their thoughts to 
this great possibility and study to see lmvv they 
should comport themselves it the revival comes.

I wo tilings there are that tend to foster this ex­
pectation, apart from the God-given prayer and 

Jonging i>t which 1 have already spoken. One is 
that even worldly people are curiously sympathetic 
towards any evidences of ,spiritual activity. 1 was 
greatly struck when in London recently by notic­
ing how religion seemed to have taken the place 
"I politics as a subject for dinner table conversa­
tion, and as a striking instance of vvliat 1 refer to 
may I ask it you have seen the leading article 
winch appeared in the London 'Times' of Good 
h i nlay last ? I lie article speaks with sympathy of 
the I orrey -Alexander Mission ; with yet more earn­
est sympathy eft tile Welsh revival, and most ap­
provingly of all of tlie Bishop of London’s Lenten 
West End Mission ; and the writer, contrasting the 
Bishop's prayers and warnings witli the way in 
which some other clerics have lately busied thetn- 
-eives, concludes a< follows : “On the whole, this 
-cents a better use of a solemn season than to de­
vote the time to the collecting of signatures to 
a nebulous and unnecessary declaration about tile 
proper attitude towards “patient, reverent, and pro­
gressive Biblical criticism.” Nor is it difficult to 
choose between those who deliberately consider 
bow much of traditional detail they may have to 
di-card as unsound, and one who remembers that 
life is all too short to do all that might l^e done 
with the things that cannot be shaken.' I should 
like to grasp the hand of the man who wrote that 
article, and of the editor who inserted it. But 
ittst figure it to yourselves. That the ‘Times,’ of 
all journals, which until recently could not refer 
to spiritual religion or evangelistic effort without 
dl-paragcmcnt, should come forward as the de- 
letidcr of those who make it their one aim to apply 
the gi eat truths that cannot be shakpn to the hearts 

_"f sinful men, is almost past belief." Now to us 
m Canadfi there has come a very real, and none" 
the less real, because sober and undemonstrative, 
revival For the last year or more Churchmen 
throughout our Canadian missions and parishes 
have been roused from apathy ; have begun to take 
a new and active interest in Church work, and 
their efforts have been blessed ami prospered to an 
unwonted degree: It is just at such a tim^e that 
we haw need of unusual caution and circumspec­
tion I lie. learned Dean, to whom vve ht^ye re­
ferred, well says : . I hat a time of special grace
ha- often proved to he a time of special danger, 
and that where there is a peculiar manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit’s converting power, there also does 
the power of the evil spirit make itself apparent" 
El ide, -elf sufficiency. a spirit of complacent, or ^xult-
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ant satisfaction at the good work recently done, the" 
-ati-iactury results attained, or the thought that we 
have done our share, and others should now come 
forward and do theirs, are some of the evil agencies 
ev er ready to sap, mine and destroy the best begin­
ning and the fairest outlook of human life. The 
plough unmoved turns no furrow. The stayed 
hand rows no seed. The cl<j£k unwound tells not 
the true time. The laws of life and growth are 
infallible and eternal. We either go from good 
ro better, or from good to evil. Togo and his men 
bad no time for what the world calls ‘‘a good 
time.” Sobriety, temperance, diligence, vigilance 
inflexible purpose, indomitable energy', unyielding 
devotion, won out in a fashion at which ‘‘all the 
world wondered,” whilst 1 the complacent, proud, 
self-sufficient, the lovers of pleasure, aye, and the 
brave, were scattered to the four winds of heaven 
dishonoured and undone. Admiral Togo ascribes 
his phenomenal success to the distinguished virtue 
of his Emperor, and the assistance of the spirits of 
hi- heroic, departed fellow-countrymen. Oh, Chris­
tian Churchmen ! how do your efforts in the holy 
war, in which you were pledged, demonstrate in 
yo.tr lives and others the virtue of the Captain of 
your salvation, and the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost, as compared with those of Admiral Togo 
and his men in demonstrating the virtue of his Em­
peror and the assistance of the spirits of the heroic 
departed warriors of Japan ? God’s arm is not 
shorten^, nor has 11 is Spirit been withdrawn from 
the sons of men. What is needed is a deep, true, 
thorough, heart-searching, individual revival, and 
then when this comes 'to pass, it will be again as it 
was in the .former time when "the spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters, and God sj|d: 
Let there be light ; and there was light.” *

n n at
OUR NORTH LAND.

(Concluded.)
The Valley of the Athabasca.—“In order to speak 

of the Athabasca Valley, we must go back to 
l esser Slave Lake, which is eighty-six miles south 
of Peace River Crossing. There, are at Lesser Slave 
Fake 600 whites and half-breeds, and the country 
i- well suited for mixed farming. It is well 
vvhnded, and has magnificent bay lands and coal 
deposits. The lake abounds with whitefish, lake 
trout and fine varieties of coarser fish. Large 
quantities of whitefish are shipped from here to the 
United States market. In the settlement there are 
four stores, two sawmills, two planing mills, two 
shingle mills, one stone flour mill and two Roman 
Catholic missions. This is the seat of the Roman 

• Catholic Bishop of the diocese of Athabasca. There 
is also a Church of England mission, with a large 
and Avell-conducted school attached to it. Through 
the munificence of Lady Schultz, of Winnipeg, and 
the contributions of the settlement, another new 
frame English church was erected last summer at 
Treaty Point in the settlement. There is a North- 
West Mounted Police post, in charge of Inspector 
West, and there are three blacksmith shops and 
wagon repairing shops, two carpenters, who are 
also building contractors. A doctor also practises 
medicine here. There are large quantities of grain 
and vegetables grown, and horses and cattle raised.
1 forgot to mention that Spirit River, Dunvegan, 
Peace River Crossing and Lesser Slave Lake have 
all got postoffices. In • the winter Government 
mails are run from Peace River Crossing to Ver­
milion, and in the summer months the mails are 
carried free by traders. The Grand Trunk Pacific 
will pass between eighty and ninety miles west of 
Lesser Slave Lake. All the intervening country is 
well adapted for mixed farming. In fact it is a 
splendid country, well wooded, with large deposits 
nf coal, and splendid prairie openings.’

“Lesser Slave Lake.—The settlement is around 
the west end of the lake. The lake is 75 miles 
long, with an average width of about fifteen miles. 
At its eastern end there are immense bay meadows 
aijd extensive uplands suitable for cultivation, also 
coal, timber and everything necessary for a first
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