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GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY.*

An Angel voice on Judah's plain
Announced to men a Saviour's birth ; 

Bach Christmas sends the sweet refrain 
Re-echoing wider o'er the earth.

Whence come the joys of Christmas-tide ?
A Child from Heaven has given us them. 

Above all thoughts let this abide.
The Christ is bom in Bethlehem.

sume because the boy* are at home for their holidays, 
and enjoy enlarged opportunities for mischief.

Next comes a cot, containing a drum, a horse, a 
regiment of atillerv, a ball, a slate, a Noah s ark, a 
whip, and a long piece of string with a stick of flre^ 
wood tied to one ont! of it. Peeping over the edge of 
the cot is seen the ruddy face of a tine little boy, who 
îas contrived, in some mysterious manner, to climb 

over the area railings of his house, ami fall on the 
stones below. He has only broken liis legs, and chil­
dren are made of such plastic materials, that they 
soon get over any such accident, only rebelling at 
l;he enforced qnietude of the first week or two. He 
is

CHRISTMAS DAY LV A LONDON HOSPITAL.

Christmas comes, the time of gladness !" Would 
that it were so 1 Would that to all the Christian 
world, Christmas should come as a time of gladness, 
a time to which all should look forward with pleasant 
hopes, should thankfully enjoy while present, ami 
look back upon with kindly remembrance when past? 
Yet, we all know that it is not so in reality, and that 
although the Christmas publications may exult in 
their joyous imaginings, and the pages be covered 
with scenes that might have been borrowed from the 
court of Cornus, Il Penseroso, rather than L'AUegro, 
rules the season, foe those at least who have passed 
through the days of thoughtless childhood. Year by 
year, the family meetings dwindled, place after place 
is void, and when we separate, we sadly ask our 
selves, how many will be left to meet again next 
year?

There are yet two modes of passing Christmas day. 
which are used as bye words to express utter misery 
namely, Christmas in the prison and in the hospital. 
Of the former life I have no practical experience, 
and am not, therefore, qualified to write. But hav 
ing passed six snooeesire Christmas-tides in a Lon­
don hospital, I have had many opportunities of not­
ing the behaviour erf the patients under snch unto 
weed circumstances.

Within the walls of such a building are gathered 
together a motley assemblage of human beineg, differ 
ing from each other as completely as if they had been 
purposely selected from different quarters of the 
earth. Even within the comparatively small limite 
of a angle ward, will be found such a mixed 
bly aa perhaps can be seen in no other spot on earth 
In tiie same room may be—and I only relate what 
have eeen an aged and venerable country clergyman. 
unused to the modern Babylon and its ways, who has 
been struck down by an omnibus while attempting to 
arose one of the great thoughfares, and who cannot 
be aseved far many a day yet, without imminent risk 
of fating his life.

The next bed may contain a costermonger, who 
has also met with a street accident, but has only 
himself to blame for it, inasmuch as a man who u 
too mueh intoxicated to walk straight on the 

can hardly be expected to guide a 
^ : through the complicated masse of a crowded 

thoroughfare.
In the next bed lies a carpenter, whose axe has 

md nearly out his left hand in two. He is a

a general favourite, and many a visitor who casts a of the true meaning of the words they use. And 
casual glance at his cot. gratifiés him with a toy, or though they spend their hard earnings in their coarse 
ennches him with a com. He has a tin money-box dissipation, it i„ «imply boqauae they do not know 
or the last mentioned offerings, and is charmed with what to do. They must have recreation of —>fit 

the rattle of the coins inside; not because of their kind, and as, from their ignorance, they hare no re­
value, but because of their noise. He likes all hiajeouroes within themselves, and have no real home to 
tops very well, hut gives the preference to the string which they can go, their only amusements are those 
and stick, delighting to thug the stick away, and then which are supplied by the wretched beings who gain 
drag it hack by the string. Thereby he allows him their debased living by administering to the gratifies- 
self a genuine Englishman in miniature. His toysjtion of the lowest phases of human nature. For mv

avided

In many oases, 
his hands, tidies

■Up to-

he finds the time hang heavily on 
up Dome of the well illustrated 

works which are largely supplied to the 
and 1 siing anxious to understand the tile 
learns to read, and so advsnoee to the first 
wants a higher state of existence than has 
fore been his lot.

One really cannot blame the poor ignorant fellows 
for the annualised lives which they lead. Th«v 
know no better. The borribL language which the? 
use, and which really makes one shudder to hear 
conveys no particular moaning to them, except that 
of foroe and volubility ; for they have no knowledge

must do something more than he looked at. His sol j0wu part I always liked the costermongers, provided 
diets will soon be reduced to cliaotic fragmente, his that their stay in the hoepita! was long enough to 
Noah’s Ark pulled to pieoee, and the animals deprived have ita effectif on their previous habits, 
of all their limbs. But the string and stick will re- Those, again, of a higher class, who have
main his delight, he will drag the horse about, andLtruck down by a sudden accident, and forced for
run after the bell, and be supremely happy with while to associate familiarly with those from whom 
them. they would have shrunk in health, and whom they

How differently are all the discordant elements at- barely consider to be fellow creatures with ‘ 
tec ted by the coming of Christmas day ! Some of the «*!*,*, win also learn their lemon from a Christmas
poorer kind are delighted with the prospect of good fey jn the wart! of a Ixmdon hospital. They will
cheer, and in many cases, are found to put in discover that among the poor labouring classes may 
practice all sorts of expedients to retard their rocov- be found a* much true politeness, as much self-denial 
ery, until after Christmas day has passed and as much sterling worth of character as among

Some of them are equal to any emergency, and u* higher order* to which they themselves belong ; 
can produce a malignant sore, prevent a bone from ,t may he that they find themmlvee faarnfag 
uniting, quicken or retard their pulse at wiU, and many a lesson from thorn very persons whom they 
play such fantastic tricks that they cannot be detect- had formerly considered as utterly beneath ther no 
ed bat by an experienced surgeon. An old soldier of tfo®. Jt ,* DO Hmall benefit to be able to look 
indifferent character is sure to be weU acquainted the surface, aud, if they have learned nothing more 
with all these rnsee, having contrived on the strength I from hospital, they may still find 
of his stimulated ailment», to spend many a week in denoe within its walls has been one of the 
the military hospital, when he ought to have been at blessings of which life is so full And as to the 
his duty. When be gets into an ordinary hospital, other member* of the same ward, too 
he is certain to impart instruction to those who wish be individually mentioned, they too perhaps may 
to learn the art of deception, and is such a pest to'* * - - - - - * - - -
the ward that he is quietly discharged as soon as his 
delinquencies are discovered.

On going my rounds, and wishing these poor fel 
lows a happier Christmas next year, I have often 
been told that they could not be better off, and that 
they were only too glad to enjoy warmth, clothing, 
and sufficient food in snoh a season. Of courue, those 
who belong to a better class of society cannot hot

E'eve that they most be absent from their friends ; 
t even in the extreme case, where a wealthy and

of hospital ac 
tiens are not nearly 

of so sad a character aa is popularly imagined. In

take to heart one nsefnl lepeon, end learn by person­
al experience that health and strength will not fast 
for ever, and that it behoves them to work while 
they are yet able, and not to waste the priceless 
years and energies of youth that wiU never again re 
turn.—Churchman's Family Magazine.

refined gentleman is forced to 
oommodation, the general

slipped 
quiet okold man, and ingenious withal, and while the 
surgeons are dressing hie wound, he is mightily in 
quiaitive about the anatomy of the injured part. He 
asks for some machine which will render his hand 
serviceable for work, and finding that no one has con 
trrved anything that will suit Ids purpose, composes 
himself to reflection, and invents one tor himself ; 
a simple, but effective combination of buff leather 
nod watch-spring. The matter wee simple enough to 
him. He wee the foreman, and didn’t mean to lose 
his place. Bat unless the foreman’s work was done, 
the place would be lost, and the work was undoable 
without the perfect use of both hands. Therefore, 
he must have the use of both hands, and he had it. 
have seen him making a delicate wooden frame for a 
fancy cabinet, and working at it with perfect

Visitors
admitted freely, and allowed to remain longer than 
at other times, and always avail themselves largely 
of this permission ; so that the ward becomes quite 
animated daring their stay, and the hum of lively 
voices fills the air. In some wards, where the pati-

the watch-spring slips supplying the plaoe of the sev
ishin I like to see 

circumstances instead o
ing accuracy.

“ THROUGH THE DAY THY LOVE HAS 
SPARED US.

P*e*teni itérai lnbet et dare membra quiet!

not erunt horse nobis amor Iete diurnes 
t, et feeeoe jam reeubare jubetpoint of fact, I have seen as many merry faces within I tv .;be walls of a ward as in the dining rooms of the rich a^“18 ngilantia tempera noctis,

and thoughtless, who never knew a day's illness. N®° hosts Tms irrequiets qnies !
In order to render the situation as endurable aejTu dux, Tu comes ee : quid Te custode timend 

possible to the one, and as happy as possible to the omet ?
other, tiie ordinary and necessarily strict rules are Nempe fide, Jeeu, fidere dulce Tuae eet. 
rel»Md for Ud. one d.y, whenever the «ttendenle Uk elien* Meet. Keel edvens Une voeetor.
,„d«e the. they « do eo wrth mlrtj. y,«ton, are Hie Beet innumeru. .Mp»t hoett. iterr,

Tu tames eripiae cuntue noe noetraqnae curie, 
Brachia eopitoe noe tamen Iete preman t.

Et quum vanuerit vivie lux tristia, in alto 
Da requie Tacum tempos in omne frui.

eyes, a v 
place of

oral tendons with aetoni 
a man who will conquer 
yielding to them.

Next to our ingenious carpenter lies, or rather site, 
a lad who looks exactly as u he had been peppered all 

the face, who has no eyebrows, very scarlet 
a very bald bead, and two linen bundles in the 

arms. This is a young gentleman, who 
wanted to see a good explosion of gunpowder, and 
who gratified that inclination by lighting a sheet of 
newspaper, and pouring the contents of his father's 
powder flask upon it. He his heartily ashamed of 
himself, as well he may be, and shows an evident 
dislike to being questioned. Poor lad, he will have the 
option of retaining a peppered face for his life time, 
or of having the grains of unburnt powder separately 
picked from under his skin. Gunpowder accidents 
predominate about Christmas and midsummer ; I pre-

ente are all improving, they are allowed to sing—of 
course under the proviso that the songs are to be 
committed to censorship before sung. They gener­
ally, however, restrict themselves to psalm and 
hymn tune» -those being most in favour which have 
a great many flourishes, and where one line is re­
peated several times in order to make the stansa 
fit the melody. Last Christmas there waa one peon 
liarly sweet,* fresh young voice, proceeding from i 
little girl in a cot. No one had the least idea that she 
could sing ; but when any psalm tune was started 
she took the lead, and proved to be perfectly oonver 
sant with them all.

Towards noon a growing excitement becomes man 
ifeet ; and as the minutes pass on the cause is dimly 
perceptible in a strange and yet familiar odour, 
wherein beef and raisins strive for the mastery.

In fact the Christmas plum-pudding is about to ap­
pear.

The Christmas-tide spent within the walls of 
hospital may teach lessons to all who hive suffered 
in common with their fellow creatures. The rough 
and occasionally profane costermonger finds for the 
first time that it is quite possible to exist wthou 
vice, and to speak without the interpolation of ' evi 
language. He is brought into close contact with 
those of higher and more refined nature than hie 
own,, and cannot but learn lessons of good breeding 
and consideration for others from the conduct that is 
observed towards himself. •

The worst enemy which Truth hay been 
compelled to meet in the past, has been its 
own magnified and distorted, or else its be­
littled caricature. The exaggeration or dimi­
nution of God's requirements in the matter of 
belief and of duty, are the roots out of which 
the entire crop of heresy and schism have 
grown. No doctrinal error ever attained to 
great prominency in any age of the Church, 
which did not have some element of orthodoxy 
behind it. The duty of men is not to strike 
a compromise between opposing extremes, 
but to keep within the lines which bound the 
Church’s recognized and authorized Catho­
licity.

We draw our readers attention to the advertise 
ment of Messrs. Jolliffe A Co., 467 to 471 Queen 8 . 
West, Furniture Manufacturers end Importers, in 
the show rooms of tiie firm are displayed a vary large 
stock of tastefully designed and well made fnrnitu « 
spring beds and all neoessarv articles for compte y
furnishing, 
them.

We reoommen
ry articles for compl
id our friends to oau upon


