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ﬁ‘ MISSION AND CONTINGENT FUND,

TuesDAY, July 27,

The Committee on this fund met a* nine o™
dook, the Rev. the President of the Confer.
soe presiding.

Toe hymn commencing,

# Bhepberd divine with pitying eyes,

~ The thousards of our [srael see.’,

#88 sung st the conclusion ef which,
Toe Rev. Joho Farrar reed & portion of St.
'}'.1'. Epistie to the Romans, and Mr, Briggs,

1 chester-and the R:v. James Scho‘.u;
d in prayer. -

The. Rev. John Farrer, in the usual manner
stthese Cocmmitiees proceeded to read aloud
ge pames of the membery of the Ccmmittee,
@1 of tho:e gentlemen who had been invited
p“prl’u.!.

Tos Rev. J. W. Greeves said : If our feiends
the members of the Committee will be kind
swough 10 refer to the balance-sheet of the
foad, they will fizd that the fund is at present
£8813. 19s. 7d. in debt, If they will further
jook back to the reports of the past year, they
il fod that we have been epending, on en
wersge, 1,600 a year more than our income-
Focinstance, in the yesr 1862 we had £2 655
jo bend ; and we spent that year £1 442 7s,
¢l more than our incom=.  Alcgether, doring
the gix years up to 1868 we have spent £9,.
460, 185. 6. in excesa,
theppinion of the Committee that we cannot
ufied to go on after this manner, and tha' we
mug briog income end expendiiure together.

lem sure it wiil be

There is a strong feeling in the minds of all
te officers of the fund and of the Committee
of Management that this should be dore. The
gnts for removals are ab .ut the sime as lest
yut. Toe graots ‘or +ffl ctions are about £200
inexeess of Jast year. We have by a revisw
of ol the coses brought the grants down to
shost the eame sum as last year acd we feal
the Committee will think we havs acted judi-
siomly, Tae grants for furniture wil be in ex-
o of what we gave lest year ; but that is mat-
ter for congratulation, becanse it will save the
faod in another way. The grants for miscella-
peoss expenditure caonot yet be ascertained,
bat they are all simple matiers cf account.

Toe Rov. C. Prest ssid—I should like the
Commit'e: to know tba' whereas in the year
1869 the grants for ‘extraordivaries amounted
to £1,865, the grants made acd paid last ygar
were £2 095. | am persuaded that a good
deal of this increase arose in the first place from
our baving perhaps a little more money io
baod than ususl, and we vo'ed everything that
vasasked. That [ am efraid, bas encoursged
ceims. Ancther cause is a departure from the
old Methodist plan of psying ministers sccord-
ingto several items. At present, there is a
rousd sum very frequently paid in circuits, ard
this has tended to a great increase in the ciaims.

The Rev. Jobn Bond proceeded to read tte
proposed grants, which were considered in de-
tail by the Committee ; and vpon some of tbe
grants o discuss'on arose, ending in all cases,
where practicable, in an increase of the sums
propased to be paid.

The Rev. C. Prest at the request of the Pres-
ident read the report of the Home Missions
wd, Contingent Fund. Before doing 0, he
stated be was glad to be able to report that the
improvement observable in the cordition of the
sircaits claiming aid still continued. During
the raading of the report, Mr. Prest took occa-
tion to observe that of all minist:rs who paid
stteption to the soldier, the brethren in Ireland
wre most exemplary ; and be wished the
Mhren everywhere were equally z2alous.

At the close of the reading of the report, the
Rav. Coarles Prest said the two thirgs which
pressed upon him were ; first the cordition of
Lxwdon and, s» far us other towas resembled
i, their condition also. Tney were almost lost
in Loodon, notwiths'anding tte success with
which God bad blessed recent efforte, srd they
bad been great. He bad a serious coaviction
thatia all their chapels in Londoa ard in such
tchapel as that in which they were now as-
wmbled, there was undeveloped a great deal of
Mettodist and Christisn pouwer that wanted
bringing out. - As to the large populations, he
would eay, build ctapels whberever they co:xld.
Bat they would never pervade London and oth-
o large populations by buildig chapels and
placing men there, no matter how efficient they
Right be, Touere were great masses of people
that wanted to be lifted to come to chapel atal's
He thould 1:k= to sce a great revival of out-
door presching or out-Coor ta king. He would
bave them take a certain number of housos larg-
ot or amaller as the case might be, and renting
them, throw the basement into as large a rcom
¥ they could make it. - He bad heard of a case
where that hed been done,and where the gar-
den dad been bui't over and they had got hold
ol scme 400 or 300 people. By renting houees
D0 permauen’ pecuniary respousib lity devolved
ot snyope. He would have such places suppli- |
*d by loeal preachers, but not by local preachers|
ouly ;he wcu'd have young men encoureged to
80 and use what talents God had given them ;
%d be wou!d have superintencents encouraging
young men to try ard do rome good. That wes
bow te us:d to do when he was a youog men.
They Tight have their clags-meetings and their
Rothers’ meetings, aud a number of other Mis-
tionery operations in places euch s he had re-
ferted to. He did not believe they were do-
?‘( the best thing in haviog their prayer-meet-
133 on the Sunday in tteir largs chapels. Let
them tove prayer-meetings there by sll means,
Yatle' hem detsch a number of people all
ound to take Meihodism right and left.  Thir-
Wor or fourty years sgo a poor man who was
Sclass lesder met his clags in his own_ house,
atd there was a testimony for God all reund.—
Agentleman clacs leade? met his class in bis
O%n house, not in the kitchen, but in the best
Mom in it, He did pot think concentrating
Al theip Prayer and class-meetings at any one
OF particular chepel was 8 good or wholesome
_thing, He should like to eee the fund ina po-
ditlon 40 bear such outlay as he bad indicated.—
®Wust not abandon the villages. He was
Wmetimes very mach surprised that their sg-
friends bad not made more of their

Position. They had had manufacturers intrud-

|
{ed upon them as though they were everything,

| He should like to know bow much capital was
invested in agricalture in this country. Agri. |

}lculmul gentlemen told bim that they could not
| conduct agricultural operations in these days
} unless you empl:yed s ospital of £12 or £13
{per acre.. Tbere wes an immenee capitol em.
| Ployed in that ore branch of the nations indust.
iry. From the villeges what did they get P—
| The bone and sinew of the army and navy.—
And some of their best and noblest laymen,
what were they P Boys in vilsges. What are

|they vow P They knew. SBome of their min- |

| isters who had stood foremost were men brought
[to God a8 boys in a little village, and but for
the itinerancy of their ministry they never would
| have seen such & man as John Soott, who owed
:n great deal, as he had often said, 16 that good
o'd minister, the Rev. Joseph Sutcliffs, They
were assembled close t10.Lincolnshire. Years
80 they had a gieat bold on the Lincolnshire
vil'ages, but te was afraid they had rot that
hold on thrm row. Take the Surry part of the
Secocd London District, take some parts of
Kent, tiks some places in D:vonsbire. There
were whole circuits of tweaty miles ia diam-
eter where they tad no organized ministry.

He shonld like to put down a ccuple of
yourg men in such places not attached to any
circuit at all, aud pisce them ucder the control
of the chairman of the district, clap them on
horseback end send them throngh the villeges,
letting them stay whera they preached. It
might be ssid, Where were they 10 stay P His
answer was, Were they could. Hs hed po pa-
havirg four' meals a-day, and s.eeping in a ficst
rate ccmfortable bed every night. When he
was yourg he h:d a good deal of what some
people would call “ roughiog it.”” He was ofi-
en in the houss of very poor men, but he had
learned from good father Entwistle an excellent
less01, because thit good old man said to him,
“ Charles, whatever you do, never grumble,—
He thou!d tave called it puppyish snd un-
christian 10 have done s0. It was astonishirg
how the people iu the country ch-risted a re-
collec’ion of the visits of o!d Methodist preach.
ers in years gone by. They talked of these
things to their children. If the children had
no such traditions to hatd down, no wonder
they were led away by the actention of the
clergymer.,  Yourg people required social
sympathy, and if the Methodists, did not give
them the opportunity of social, elevated Meth-
odist sympatby, they would g«t it scmewhere.
The President said be locked over the re-
solutious that were to be brought forward, and
it appeared to him that they were very gereral,
allowing ample discussion upon them, and be
tbought it better to go to them at occe,

The Rev. Dr. Waddy moved the first resola-
tion, as follows : —

“ That in reccmmendiog the adoptior of these
reports to the Conference, the Committee ex-
preeses its gratitude to God for the success
with which He has been pleased to encoursge
the Hcme Mitsion work of Methodiem srd
our work in the Army and Navy; for the
unceasing sympathy ;shown by the Coonexion
with its operations it augmented contributions,
in the numercus zealous helpers rsised up on
the mission stations and especially on the coa-
version of many soals to God. Toe Committee
is sleo gratifisd by the continued finsncial im-
provement manifest in the condition of the ma-

jority of those circuits which are aided by or-

dinary grants from the fund.”

He did not think that the declension in the
villages in Linco!nthire ard eleewhere was to be
attributed to any fault in their present working.
There was a systematic attempt in the coun-
try pacts 10 shoulder Methodirm out of the
country. There were places where for filty
years they had stood behind a chair in a
farmer’s kitchen, acd preached whenever they
came round, but when the old possessor or ten-
ant of the farm was dead, there was a clause put
into the lease of the new tenant that he should
not allow the prayer meeting or the preeching
in his barn, or in his hcuse, and this was done
at the instigation of the parson of the dsy,
with the hearty concurrence of the land-
lord end ¢quire. He did not believe that
a continuatce of that sort of exclusivevers
would cut Methodism out of the country, be-
cause as long as they did their work they hed a
vocation from God, which would make them as
a Cornexion ard as a system immortal. Tbe]
moment they ceased to do their work, he hoped
they would cease to exist. 'He would not bave
Methodism perpetuated loager than it answered
tbe greatest of all purposes—viz., the conversion
of souls to God. In the meanwhile until public
opinion was very greatly altered, or till there
was some expresiion given which should be un-
misatekble, there and in anotber place they
would bave to contend locslly with unfair influ-
ace. He heartily coocurred in the observa-
Lions which Mr. Prest had made, to which the
the attention of the Conference was directed
two or three years ago by a very earnest addre:s
on the part of Mr. Oiiver—vis., the necessi'y
of returning to old itinersucy in its 0!d ferm —

| They would meet with many mortifications ; but

their fathers did. They would, hqwever, recov-
er their lost prestige in the opision of the nation
atd of the public. Toey would stand more aft-
er the fashion of home Methodism than they
bad done in many neighbarhoods for eome
time. They wou!d get credit for being in
earnest to save the souls of men. He
would say a word in reference to old country
circuits s such. He should be very sorry in-
deed if anything he said should be so mitun-
derstoo] and misinterpreted as to lead to the
opinians that be did rot heartily coacur in the
general piinciples of the Home Mission Fund.
He did so. Nevertheless he thought they were
in scme little danger, and he was not quite sure
that b's good ‘friend, Mr. Prest, was notiin
a little danger in reference to the old count-
ry srd depencent circuits. He happened to
have charge of a distiict which was the largest
clsimant ou the Contingent Fund for supply
and aesistance. He had circaits ou his dis-
tricts where there had not been a new hcuse
built for fifty yexss, and would not be as far as
could be judged, ‘or fifty years to come.—
There was no room for development. There
was no commercisl enterprise. The land was
all let, and there could be no introduction of &

pew population even to the extent of a single

|

tience with & man who cou'd pot get on without |

family, without the exclusion of some other.
The landowsers would not build houses, As
fast as the day-labourer, or the journeymaan
mechanic, or the man in scmewhat better po-
siticn, got converted to God, end awskaned to
the sense of the obligation hs owed to his fa-
mily, and to bis children and himself, be began
to jook about him, sod removed from the vil-
age to London, or some large lown: When be
was sppointed 10 Lozdon four or five yesrs ego,
be was astonished to flad how very few London.
ers there were living in Loudon.
tion consisted, as to two-thirds or three-ouiths,
of persons from the country. The London pop=
ula'ion con d not be sustaived by Londoa-born
people. London-bern children died in their
narrow alieys. London was the grave as well
as the mart of Esg'and. Toetefore, when it
was said that cirouiis receiving support did not
present any.bing like a wumerical iccreased
proportion compared with the money expended,
tbese facts must be iaken into coss deration,—
He had a great sbhorrence of the pricoiple of
calcu'ation in regard (o the saving of sculs.—
They eould not expect in such places as those
to which he bad called attention o proportion-
ate increate. If they withdrew (he grents
from eix or eight cireuits in his district,
they would take away sil the . religion in those
neighbourboods. He did not wish to ssy any-
thirg invidious, but there was no evangelical
provision for them. He had lesrned from an
'ntimation that morning that pome scheme was
bout to be devised. be hesrtily concurred in i,
But in meny circuits they would never be ar y
better for the pext fifty years; ard it was s
sinple q sestion whetier they would eontinue to
sustain then as they bad dore.
glad if the Home Mission Fund en.bled them to
make the vauly important experiment which
had beea referred to.

But they must rot ima-
gine that they could take from the eircuits which
bad been entirely dependent up n them any per.
tion of the elaim which jttey hed bes«n eccus-
tomed 1o give.
nersnt micistry without villege Methodism.—
In tuch places as that of Gieat Thorntson-sreet,
surrcunded by churches and Independent places
of worship, with popular ministers in them, th-y

man, to min‘ster to the corgrega‘ion. It would
be simply a wrong to the trusteee, 'and a da.
meage to the yousg man bimseif. They could
not sfford to throw edrift any of the pcoier cir-
cuits that were Cependert upon the fund for
their very existeno>, and if they tock £3 away
from them, that meant £3 from the preacher's
pocket, from the preacher’s table, and from the
absolute pecessaries of life.

Mr. T. Pocock, of Chertsey, seconded ths re

solution with much pleasure. Hs did so the
more cheerfnlly becavss he resided in s village
where hcms-missionary operations were b.ing
carried on. He corsidered it the most impor-
tant movement since Methodirm had its rise, It
gave their operations a ubiqaity and fecility to
reach the masses which in miny places they did
not posress. As to the large towns, it appeared
that in London only two per cent of the m echan-
ics attended their places «f worship. Suppose
ten per cent. attended. It would swamp every
chapel in the metropolis. If they had not places
of worship to which to invite them, what else
could they do but minister to them 1o their habi-
tations? He was glad to see revived the good
old Methodist spostoiic prectice of open-air
preaching. It was the open-air preaching of
Jothn Wesley and his coadjutors in snd sround
London that fcaused the rise of Methodism,
Where would Methodi-m have been if J. Wes-
ley had not been excluded from the chapels of
the metropolis. The home mirsionary move-
ment was important also because it had sroused
sttention to the co operation of lay agency. He
bad noticed in the cperations of the missionary
who was stationed in the Windeor Circuit that
he was largely sustsined by & numerous band of
lsy agents, who were very valvable auxiliaries.
Thbe operations at Chertsey, too, had been at-
tended with the most gratifyicg resaits. Tte
idea of & ** cavalry miss‘onary”~—he thought was
good. Throughout the Surrey Heath they had
little villages which no msn unless mounted on
a good stiff steed or cob could ever reach, or, if
he did, could get away from. If the funds wou'd
not provide them with a cavalry detachment—
be would ask why could not the young unmer-
ried ministers who were appointed to the cir-
ouits travel in them ? Itinerancy appeared now
to conaist rather of travelling from circuit to eir-
cuit than in the circuit- He should like to see
one of their unmarried ministers starting from
bis bome on Monday or I'uesday moraing, and
getuing back to that home that day fortnight. He
might bave a knapsack on Lis back, snd it only
wanted a little exploration snd courage on the
part of young men to o this.

Sir F. Lycett did nnt wish to withdraw a min-
ister from any of the villages where they were
now emploved, but he tbooght' London had a
very large claim upon the Home Mission Fund,
In London they had about ome-sixth of the en-
tire population of the country, and that was be-
ing increased snnually from 60,000 to 70,000,
sbout 20,000 of which esme from the provinces.
Were they doiag their daty in London in not
making greater provision for epiritual destitu-
tion? M they looked st the success which had
attended the home mission in the east, they had
abundant veason to be thankful to God. Bat
why should they rot try it in the west ? Was
there not as much nesd of evangelicsl efforts,
and the truths preached by their ministers where
0 many thousands were being seduced from the
Protestant faith to Popery ? Wby should they
not try tke south-west and the south east 7 He
could take them to trects containing 20 000, 80,-
000, 40,000, 50 000, 60,000, 70,000 souls, and
not a Methodist ctapel or Methodist preacher.
Whilst he dic not wish them to neglect the coun-
try, he would say, Do not neglect the metropo-
lis. He would suggest that, if ttey could spare
them, they skould send not less thon six or ten
of the best men that Methodism had, men of
earnestness, men of power, into the dense popu-
lations. He would take s district of twerty
thousand, and send such a man as Mr. Vasey,
and many others who might be selected. Put
such men there, aud they would very soon have
a congregation. If they begsn in a smallhicuse,
it would readily be seif-supporting, and they
would not have to complain, as they did of-the
villages, that they were no better than they were

twenty years ago. Tae one at Bow, first plant

Tte popula-|

He should be |

They cou!d mot train their iti- ;

could not put a locel preacher, or a very yourg |

{ed by that earnect and godly man, Mr, M'Au-
| Iy, if it were not now, very soon would bs, self-
sipporting. He believed if they had rix such
jmen now-engaged in Lon.on, they would re-
| Joice over the success of those men very soon,
because th <y would bave large congregations. 8o
{wstisfled was be that this was oeeded, that if the
Couference could be induced to sppoint ooly ore
;ouch mer, he would ebeerfully pay the expenses
for three years.

Mr. Pesrce, of Poplar, wished to ses the work
of Methodism carried on in the old-fashigned
| way, snd rejoiced in the suggestion made by the
iSucxu!nvy, that they i were going to revive the
| old mnde of operation, 50 as 10 get at the mess-
|es. He thought there was a mode of proceed-
{iog very much lost sight of, sod be spoke from
{bis own knowledge, he alluded 1o what he might
{eall domes'ic missions. Mer. M'Aulay revived

[that kiod of thing emongst them, and they |

|knew with what result. He had often been
struck at the atatements made by working peo-
[ple es to the good they got at small prayer-
; mzetings. He would say to the Methodist lay-
(men sud miristers. Whatever you do, aim at the
jounversion of those with whom you are associa-
| ted, and if they turned their a ttention to the old
| way of prozeeding, he was sure that they would
{have groat sucoess,

| The resolution passed uzanimoualy.

| Tne Rev. Alexaader M‘Aulay moved the next
resolution, as follows : —

“ Toal this Committee is convinced that a

{ much larger anousl income is required in order
| that tke Committee of Management and the Con-
5 ferevce may be enabled, with sefety, st an early
{period to secure a micimumallowance to all our
min#’ers in our cleimant circuits, and also to
exiend our mission work in the metropolis, in
oar largs towas, and in the rural districts; and
{also work for ths benefit of Wesleyans in the
Army ard Royal Navy, 55 as to meet more fully
the preesing claims upon the Metkbodists for en-
larged evengelical action for the religious welfare
of our own countrymen.”

He should like to disclaim s!l ides that the
work of God in connection with their home mis-
¢1o0% in the east of Lond m was to be so much
| associated with bis name. It maust not be for-
gotten that there were such men as Mr. Scott
latd Mr. Workman. Mr.- Workmano bad suc-
ceeded in gettiog up a chapel at Piaintow Marsh,
and he believed the great sscret of his saccess
was (0 place/ their prccerdings at the mercy-
seat, and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
The first feeling vpon going into a new place
| wes & very sirange oue, anc to see spots which
l ttey would almost give their life for, if the Pro.
videace of God gave them the opportunity of
raisiog there a Lou:e fur his praise. There was
a process of going forth and weeping, before th
precious seed was sown. Such words as the fol-
lowing brought out the true sentiment :—

* Behold the servant of the Lord,
I wait thy guidiug eye to feeél.”

He bad seen many providences in the last se-
ven years, which, if they were put together,
they would fill up several biographies—striking
indications that God bad been specially present
to help them. Some people hed thought that
he, as' a hcme missionary, sent into the East of
London had eimply to d> with the lapsed
churchee. He felt that he was sent there to
fouond churches, and was not to be bound down
by eny preconceiv:d idea of anybody. He found
that by this process they got a numb-r of work-
ers who would do ten times as much for the
lapsed classes. Success depended not so much
on the minister as on the care he tcok to deve-
lop tte ability within his reach, and sought to
get under the continual demossiratioa of the
power of the Holy Ghost. He should wish it
to be knowa that with regard to temporal mat-
ters a vast deal had been done in connection
with their home missions in the Esst of London
for a great multitude of persons who needed
bread, clothing, and so on, aod those people had
testified their gratitude towards Mrs. M'Aulay
in a most substantial manner. He wished fur.
ther to say, that, in establishing a work of this
kind, they muat look at the fact that they had
to desl with Popery, ivfidelity, and indifferent-
ism, as well as with druckenness. Ia the East
of London they had opened six dey echools,
supplied with trained mastere, and all, he be-
lieved, were self-supporting. It took & little
time to whet the scythe, but it never stopped
the reaping, avd they muet take care not merely
(0 try to reclaim those who were lspsed, but to
get hold of the youog men. He knew what the
power of grace divine could do to keep a young
man amongst all the temptations of the city.—
Wherever God gave them a converted man, he
should like to put that man to work. He be-
lieved the bane of Methodirm in London was
the idlenets of the Methodists. They wanted »
living energy, and if be were to yield to bis
own feelings, he would say one or two strong
things about it. In the case of the Germane
they got a simple man, but he was a man con-
verted to Gaod, and full of the Holy Ghost. He
s+t him. ficst to the Bible-class, but he found the
(Germaos were such a disputing set that they
disputed themselves into bad temper. But at
the present time they bad five German preach
ing places in London, and at this Conference
they were likely to appoint a minister who could
preech in the German lsnguage, and do some-
thing in the French, If he saw a converted
Frenchwan in London to-morrow, who had a
good Methodist beart in him, he would not wait
long before he set bim to work. Seven German
captains had been converted to God in one year.
and some good work of the same kind bad been
done in Sunderland. It murt not be forgotten
that it was through the instrumentality of a Ger-
mac that Jchn Wesley was converted. It was
while he was reading Luther's Preface to the
Galatians. He wished that others would imitate
tbe epirit evioced by Sir Francis Lycett that
morping ; pick out a destitute place in London,
put a man down there, and they would find that
it would bring smple reward to their own
bearts. God in his grace bad from time to time
wooderfully opened the way to getting sites.—
There was not a better site in London than the
Bow-road Chapel. And in the same line of road
they bad got one for Stratford. He would tell
his brethren who bad it in their hearts to.come
out into that sort of work, that they would find
it glorious. It was sometimes very trying aod
disturbing, but they would see such manifesta-
tions of God's grace and providence as would
give them a grand foretaste of the crown of re-

joicing they would bereafter receive if they were
| faithful. They must do eomething for the Me-
thodists who came from the constry villages to
[London. They were losing them. Wehen they
| come into certain large chapels in London, they
!found o very few people, ard the English Church
| Liturgy was being recd. They went outside,
fouad lively singing, lively praying, lively prea-
| ching, and, although they feit a little at partiog
| with the Church of their fathers, they felt they
{eould pot keep their religion alive there. Tbe
{ people of the working classes, if they bad any re-
| ligion, had it with warmtb. He would say to
their young men that, if they wou'd ooly come
| smongst them, they would fee! gloriously bappy
in working amongst the poorest of the people.
Me. B. Pettybridge, of Launceston, seconded
the resolution, stating that in his circuit they
bad a glorious revival of God's work. He be-
lieved that most of the claimant circuits were
very deserving, but some,of them were injured
by baving their c'aims conssnted to year after
year. However wuch it was true that tbe bai!d-
ings iv country places did not increase, never”
theless the progress of sgriculture was such that
the means of people did increase. Bct where
there wss no systematic mode of giving, he was
afraid it wes because the people tad no ides of
what they ought to give. If a deputation was
sent Lo some of these places, it might be useful
in stirring them up to a support of their own mi-
nistry. e °* o o °. e
Mr. Bowden, at the expense of being thought

egotistical, would make a few remarks on the
home mission question. He was mot going to
discuss what shculd be done by Government to
support ‘heir Army and Navy cbaplaios, because
be thought the time tal pretty nearly gone
when they should look to Goverament for any
such support at sll. He was pot going to discuss
Methodism in London versus the couatry. The
only place that he koéw of where Methodism
was not required was, whers the people were
all converted to God. Bat, first, as to the young
men relerred to by Mr. Prest. They must have
yourg men of the right stamp, suited for the
work. It was becomiog a serious matter to al]
Methodist ministers, as well as young men, to
thiok of the number of young men who broke
down at a very early sgo. He considered that
might be partly on account of the class ofemen
they brought out, who bad been brought up in
crowded cities, or factories, or warehouses. But
there was a class of young men they were mis-
sing simply through their want of education.—
He referred 10 mechanines who hed got “the
“go” in them. (A laugh) They hed the ability
to preach the everlastiog Gospel, but they failed
to encourags them to enter their ministry, be-
ocsuse they required more education. What be-
came of these young men in Devonehire? The
Congregationalists in D2vonshire were very ac-
tive at the present tims, and they had an ‘evan-
gelical institutioa for the county cf Devon.—
These plain, warmbearted, z-alous, earnest men
were ca'led out by the ladepsndeats, and were
lcst to Methodism. He maiotained that men of
this class were wanted for evargelists, especially
in country places. He did not sgree witn Mr,
Prest that they should bo set on horseback. He
wculd not wish them to walk twenty or thiry.
mi‘es. Tte villages were not situsted "st any
such alarmiog distances. The young men might
do a great desl of good if they would walk five
or six mil¢s a day on such mission work as Mr.
Prest had indicated. People talked now of do-
ing the Alps with a tooth-brusb, or something
of that sort. Let them have a neat little knap-
sack, and they would be vigorous in mind and
vigorous in body. There were various reasons
why Methodism did not flourish in country pla-
ces. la the first place, their standerd of prac-
tical piety was not what it used to Be in former
geveratioos, In thoss dsys Msthodist men and
women Were of such sterling character that peo-
ple were really afraid of opposing Methodism.
He held that that was partly & reason why they
bad not that incresse in their couotry places
which they formerly had. Local preachers
sometimes neglected their appointments, and if
they left a country place two or three Bundays,
bow could they expect the bletsing of God upon
their work ? Congregations came and were dis-
appointed, sad they settled down quietly as la-
dependents or Baptists, or went to the Church,
and were lost to Methodism. He believed their
ministers worked io certain directions as well as
ever they did, but there certainly was a species
of bugbear with them in the shape of a damp
bed. They were too much afraid of & damp bed
and wou!d not stay a night smongst the people
in the country places.
Mr. W. H. Stepbenson. of Newcastle advoeat-
ed the subdivision of circuits. However good
s man might be, hie individuality was goue in
large circaits. He had beenm st the trouble the
last bour or two, of taking out from the Minutes
of Confercnoe some statistics. Hs found tbat in
the circuits of Methodism with more than 1,600
members the incresse was only 2 per cent. ln
circuits where division had taken p'ace it was as
much as 15, 20 sod 25 per cent. Tauke the cir-
cuit he had the honor to represent. They divid-
ed it two years ago, and in the two years they
had an inecrease of more than 40 per ceat. He
bslieved that what had been done there could™be
done in otber places, otber thisgs being equal.
A great desl had been said about provision be-
ing made in their places of worship for their
poorer brethren, and of people in the world he
was very much astouisbed to Lear Mr. Fowler
sy what he did. Mr. Fowler said they ought to
give the poorer people the best pews in the chep-
el. Ofall the chapels that be (Mr. Stepbenson)
bad entered in his life, the chapel ia Wolver-
bamptom, where Mr. Fowler worshipped, bad
the worst provision for the poor. He hoped in
the next chopel built in Wolverhampton they
would give the pcor the beat pews. Wha ever
they might be outside, they were all on a level in
the bouse of God; and he hoped the day was
not far distant whea all barriers snd partitions
would be bioken down. and whea rich aad poor
alike would worship in God's house. Adaother
thiog 'which bad impressed him dariog the year
was the growing dislike of class-meetings. Hoe
koew it was a delicate subject, snd knew also
the opinion in certain quarters about class-meet-
ingw a8 an essential conditioa of church member-
ship. He thought their class-meetiogs might be
much improved, and whether it was to coatinue &
test of church membsrabip or not, he thought it
would be adVisable if they could get all their
leaders together in each cirouit in Methodism and

of class-moetings. He did not know what John
Weasley would bave done if he bad beea living

the ereature tbana the architect Lf circamstances,
sod did not know whether he would have cut his
coat to cloth in three deys. But be (Mr. Sie.
pbenson) admired the class-meetirg.

ential classes in his cirenit, aud of all means of

would say, Let every leader in his circuit as a

to visit them. He bed an idea that their minis-
ters were not sufficiently acquainted with the so-
cial condition of their members,. 1f there is o
division of eircuits they might have mcre kind
feelings existing between ministers and mem-

meetings would be better attenced. M. Prost
had toid them on a previous dey that it was no
use to build a good chureh uniess they put & good
preacher in it. He would never say a syliable
sgeaiost baving on efficient pulpit. But it was
only balf the battle. He earnest'y believed tha:
the graad battle of Metbodism was to be fought
in the domestio circle. They must do ivat the fire
side. Avother thing he should like to say was,
that it was now not so fashionable as it used to
be 10 have a penitent form in their chapels. He
liked the good old fachioned system of a peni-
tent form in the prayer-meetioge. He belony-
ed to the class of local presshers, and be hoped
that when they as 'o~al preachers, went to their
appointments on Suzday night, they wou!d se:
up s penitent form and ack the people to ecme,
acd not be sfraid to go round and ask them. He
was persuaded thbat they lost a great many peo-
ple who were under the strivinge and convict.ons
of the Bpirit of God hecause they did vot give
them an invitation to come forward, kindly
word from the preacher did good, sgll many had
been brought to & knowledge of th€ Boviour in
‘that very humble way. Hs did not think the
doctrioe of perfect holiness was sufficiently en-
forced from their pulpits. It was not one ser-
mon in fifty that was preached upon the doctrine
of sapciification. They bad in Newcastie the
largest incresse in the whole Connexion, never-
theless, it was mot so great as it had been. He
asked a minister the other day why that was,
and the minister said he sincerely believed be-
cause they did not preach to their people suffic-
iently of perfect boliness. Tuey did rot erect
the standard of christian excellency sufficiently
high. It was stated in s connexional paper last
year that be was fioding fault with the preach-
ers by scolding them. Although it might seem
somewhat an affectation on his part, he distioct
ly avoved that the Methodist preachers were the
best claes of men on the face of God's earth, and
he would be the last man in existence to say a
word sgainst them. If tbey had their duty to
perform as hearers, he exhorted them all to do
it.. They must bave closet working, and in se-
cret companionship with God, and then the bles-
sing of God wou'd come down, and God's work
would be gloriously revived.

M¢. Foster Newton, of Richmond, said he was
s comparative stranger in the sssembly, ano
shou!d not bave addressed them, but that he fel:
strongly. He was not going to ficd fault with
the wioistry; if he found fsult with anybody, i
would be with the laymen. At the last Coafer
ence he bad hesrd nothing bat fsult-fiading
from beginniog to end. He feared that at this
Confetence they were getting ioto a similar
strain, and he wished to eay, that so far as he
was concerned, he would never fiand fault with
Methodist minister if he could help it, because
s Methodist Minister brought him to Ged.
They bad been talking of maoy things, but it
did not seem to bim they had hit the blot. He
wished (o say that he believed that the gres:
thing wanted with regard to the revival of their
work wss that the office-bearers should do as
Joshus was told to do—get up early in the
morning. He had not heard one word seid in
sdvooaoy of pleading with God at seven o’clock
inthe morning. He came to that chapel on
Sundsy morniog to plead with the Holy 8)int
at seven o'clock, and there were only seven peo
ple in the place. He prised the sermon whaich
tbe President had delivered from the railwsy
truck ; but if the office-bearers had been fouad
early on the Bunday morning pleading for tbe
President, possibly that sermon might have been
more visibly sucoessful. He remembered tbe
President visitiog their little village, where be
stayed to ten o’clock st night in the chapel, be-
csuse there were penitents. Ho dispated with
the President the whole oredit of that result.—
He said they shared in it, because they were up
early in the moraning plesding that God might
bless him. At the Liverpool Conference be
went to the Brunswick Chapel st seven o’clock
in the morning, acd there were five' people
there and a little boy. Lst them look to it
where they were deficient. 1f they were to bave
an outpouring of the Spirit, they must ask for
it Dr. Osborn bad said last night that they
maust do everything upon the dependence of the
Holy Spirit. Hexnew it, but they would never
get it without asking. He went a fortnight ago
to a Methodist chapel at seven o'clock in the
morning ; the door was shat, and there was no
admittance. He went at eleven o’clock, snd
said, “ Brother, how is this ? He said, “1
cannot get them to come ; all the respectable
people go to the Independent chapel.” A short
time since, he went to a large place, containing
forty th d or fifty th d inbabitants, at
the sea-side, and there he found the same tning.
Toere were four people only at the seven o’clock
prayet-meeting. 1f there was to be a revival,it
must be by more earnestness on the part of the
lsymen. With regard to the observation made
by Mr. Bowden, he must say be never found a
preacher who was unwilling to occupy a bed in
bis house. He wisbed to spend the rest of bis
days to God ; snd be never enjoyed the Sab-
bath, he never could rejoice when be was sent
out, he never could lead his class to his satisfac-
tion, if he did not get up early in the morning,
and meet Ged ot seven o’clock, * °*  *

Mcr. George Lidgett, as a local preacher, dif.
fered from many of the remarks which had been

made by Mr. Stephenson. With res)ect the
young men o0 whom an exsepiion bai beea ta-

ken, be believed they got as good s sswple of
young men as snybody, sad examisiog chap.
lains of the bishop eould give ample satisfastion

grace the class-meeting was to bim the best. He | odigt ministers could undertake.

bers, and he wes quite eatisfied that, their class- |

try to devise some means for the improvement| upon that poiot. He thought they did not des
! with the young men who went into their mie-

sion stations fairly. When asupply was wanted

vow. He tock it that John Wesley was rather | the question put was, How much will you give

towards the support 7 He thought that wes on-
ly part of the questioa. Bssides that -the cir-

| cuit oaght to pledge itself 10 give importact
He was |

the leader of one of the argest and most icflu- |

assistance to bim in other ways besides money.
A it was, a young man was frequently lacnch-
ed into the most d flicult work that some Meth-
Toeir who'e

y | organizition was consolidation, he thought was
new minister came, take bis clase-book to the | 4 most serious obstruation to their work, and be

minister with a list of the members and their ad- |instanced the Great Queec-street and St.
dresses, acd ssk the minister tg be good encugh | Goorge’s-in-the-East, as praving that their or-

ganisation stocd in tte way of individuality.
Having made reference 10 the praiseworihy efe
forte of that good man, Caniles Post, 1o briog
sinners to repentance, he suggested that in large
centres of population certain distriots should be
aesigned by the superintendent minister, upon
which the local reschers, sick visitors, and oth-
ers should vigilantly labour, in order to make
impression on the peeple, wnd thus briog out in-
dividuality. 1f such a courss were acoped it
waé impossible for them 1o be unsucoesstul. 1f,
when joung m:ncame up from the coantry,
they found the various cfficers ready to put
them to woik, they would bring & freshness to
bear uyon the masses ; sod they must see to it
that in every circuit all individuality and uee-
fulness hed fair play.

The Rev. Wm. Artbur could not ke!p congra-
tulating the President and rejoicing with bim
in what they had heard that dey. Mr. Newton
bad complained of fauli-Bading, but he '(Mr.
Arthur) saw no harm in it, especially it 1he
fult-ficding were in & kindly spirit, sud done
openly, ab it had been. He wished Mr. George
Lidgett ‘hatd toid them more about Charles Poet,
because he was a true local prescher. A good
deal had been said about tae diffsrence beiween
town and villsge, There always wouid be that
difference, and 10 some the problem was daily
becoming more d:flicult, but the difficuity must
be met by an sdaptation of their agency. In
London there were some 20,000 Mechodists
amorgst three millions of people; snd it was
for the interest of evory village in the land not
leave these 20,000 to cope single-handed with
the three millions around. There was a part of
their work which had comparatively small be-
oefit from the fand, but which ought to be tak-
en into sccount. He alluded to Ireland, Taey
gave to Ireland about £650 s-yesr, where there
were t'e same number of Methodists tbat
there were in London smoag & population of sx
millions. Tos position was s peculiar one.—
Coey were the only branch of the Nations
Cobarch in freland that had not support from th
sources: fi;st, from the natioual funde, an
secondly, from funds external to' Ireland. I
@ight be said that the foreign mission fund
belped them; but if a balance were strack, his
would be found not to be the csse. la the cmse’
of the Church of England, in sddition to the
faot that their brethren in Ireland had provision
made by the nationsl funds 10 the extent of £1
per head, ths Chuarch of Eagland contribated
about £30 000 a-year to hslp them forward, In
the oase of the Preshyterians, in add.tion to £76°
per coogregation from Goveroment, th:y bad
large belp fiom Scotland, with free lLiberty of
sppeal. The Methodists, whilst they had not
the liberty of begging in Eogland or Scotlend,
were beariog tbeir sbare of the burdsn of
the National Church, the barden of the Presby-
terian Caurch, the barden of the Unitarian
Cuurch, which was endowed by the State; and
the burden of educating the priests. 1f they in
the present crisis did their duty, they would
take mesns to strengthen ths hande of the Irish
Conference. He did not thiok the effsot of the
present political changes would be so great as
was auticipated, but those changes would make
\be pervasive agencies of Methodism more sad
more necessary, He believed the Committes
would do a wiss thing if, in connection with the
home and foreign missions, it made & deociled
provision for some strengtheniog of the hands
of the brethren in lreland, and for soms steady
support which could be relied npon for years to
come, in extension of the work there.

The Rev. T. Vesey had listened with profound
satisfaction and delight to what bad fallen from
the diffsrent speskers; and espevislly at obsery;
ing the lay zzal which had been brought to besr,
He felt that the strength of Methodiem lay ia
the elements they bad in su:h meetiogs; and be
did not-betieve any Church in the kingdom could
produce such sn arcay as they had present. He
always regretted to intrude any opinions of his
when ths time could be so well occupied by lay
gentlemen ; but he liked to say bow much be
sympataised with many of the opinions whioh hed
been expressed by lay friends. He was glad to
koow there was a growing feeling smong them,
a8 a body, that they must have resuits from their
labors. He should be glad when the Connex-
ion atlarge awoke to this feeling, For bis own
part, he ¢id not obj-c: to the commercial idea
as applied to religious subjects. For that rea-
son be liked the iatrodaction of lay friends, be-
cause they would speak like men of business.
He thought they oaght to have s fair retura for
the capital employed, just as every msn of-busi-
ness expected. Toe bosiness of a chapel was the
saving of souls ; and if soy given chapel for one
year saved no souls, they might as well shut ibe
doors and write on them * Daclining basiness.”
(Maoilestations of dissent) He believed in re
tnrns at all evants ; and if there were no coaver-
sions the chapels were of no use. (Cries of ‘ no,
00.” Oae passage to him sppeired very sweet,
** Lst thy work appear unto thy servants.” The
seed when put iato the ground was hidden for
awhile ; but the farmer expected to see the green
blades peeping up, and if e did not at the pro-
per sesson he deemed that he had lost his seed,
If for any leng:h of time they s3w no conversions*
the msin thing was waatiog aad they must have
resalts. Amother thing taat had pleased bim
was that everybody seemed ready for ad ptation
He wes & firm believer in the immutability
truth; but be thought that they should adap,
tbe means for the epread of that trath. Ho was
bappy to bear what Sir Fraceis Lyoet: said
about putting s maa down ia & dense popula
tion; and be was coaviaced, with Mr, Lidgett,
that their organisstion stood in their way, be-
cause it provided so thoroaghly for the employ-
ment of the minister’s time and ensrgies. He
would ask any preacher whether be had not
qaite eaough to do to csoupy the whole of bis
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