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Wesleyan Conference-

goes MISSION AND CONTINGENT FUND.

Tuesday, Jely 27. j
Tbs Committee on this fund met at nine o’- 

(loek, ih» RrT. the President of the Confer- 
isw yresiding.

Toe htmn commencing,
• Shepherd divine with pitying eyee, 
- The thuuesLdi of our I»r«el see '

rm>- -, 
I |f-M*ect

milled i

H song at the conclusion of which,
Tot H-v. John Farrar heed a portion of St. 

Spiel's Epiatie to the Romani, ard Mr. Briggs, 
ichaaterand the R-v. James Scholes 

in prsyar. :
The Rev. John Finer, in the usuel manner 

Bthese Ctmmitieee proceeded to read aloud 
the names of the membtra of the Ccmmiitee, 
ml of tbo*e gentlemen who ha l been invited
Mhi pretext.

The Rev. J. W. Qreeves said : If our friend» 
Ibi mem ben of the Ccmmtttee will be kind 
meugh to refer to the bilanoe-theet of the 
(ml, they wjll fi d that the fund is at prerent 
£1813. 19a. 7J. in debt. If they will further 
Imhhack to the reports of the pa»t year, they 
jgl Jod that we have been spending, on en 
merege, 1,609 a year more than our income- 
for instance, in the year 1862 we had £2 655 
il bend i and we spent that year £1,442 7s.
|i jSttre than our incline. At ogelber, during 
lh« yix years up to 1868 we have spent £9,- 
4#, lia. 6 I. in extest. I i m sure it will be 
thadginioi °1 tbo Committee that we cannot 
•fed to go on after this manner, and tha' we 
Blit bring income end expenditure together.

There is a strong feeling in the minds of ell 
the officer» of the fund and of the Committee 
of Ménagea eat that this should be done. The 
pule for removals are ab -ut the same as last, 
ytst. Toe grants 'or till étions are about £200 
iitxtese of Inst year. We 1 are by a review 
of eH the cseei brought the grants down to 
about the un« sum as last year,' aid we feel 
the Committee will think we haVa acted judi- 
aomly. Tae grants for furniture wi 1 be in ex- 
MM of whst we gave last year ; but that is mat­
ter for congratulation, because it will save the 
food in another way. The grants for misct-lla- 
leeexpenditure cannot yet be ascertained, 
hit they sre all simple metiers cl account.

The R-v. C. Perst said—I should like the 
Commit e- to know tha’ whereas in the year 
1888 the grants for [extraotdinarirs amounted 
te 11,865, the grants made and paid last yyar 
ten £2. 995. I am persuaded that a good 
deal of this increase arose ia the first place from 
ou bating perhaps a little more money in 
kud than usual, and we voted everything that 
wi teked. That I am afraid, has encouraged 
•time. Another cause ia a departure from the 
•IdMethodiit plan of paying ministers accord- 
hgto severs 1 items. At present, there is a 
loud sum very frequently paid in circuits, and 
this has tended to a great increase in the claims.

Tbs Rev, John Bond proceeded to read the 
proposed grants, which were considered in de- 
leil by the Committee j and upon some of the 
paeti i diaouu on arose, ending in all cases, 
there practicable, in en increase of the turns 
proposed to be paid.

The Rev. C. Prest it the request of the Pres- 
idem reed the report of the Home Millions 
ini Contingent Fund. Before doing so, he 
lUted he was glad to be able to report that the 
iMptotiment observable in the cotdiiion of the 
•kcoite claiming aid «till continued. During 
Usmding cf the report, Mr. Preet took occa- 
aieo to observe that of all ministère who paid 
Mention to the soldier, the brethren in Ireland 
ten moat exemplary ; and he wished the 
hjtfcreo everywhere were equally isaloua.

At the close of the reading of the repor*, the 
See. Charles Preet said the two things which 
primed upon him were ; first ite condition of 
Liedon and, so far as other town resembled 
&, thair condition slao. Tney were almost lost 
ia London, notwithstanding tie success with 
•bish God had blessed recent efforts, end they 
had been great. He bad a aerioue conviction 
that ia til their chapels in London ard in such 
> chapel aa tbit in which they were now ee- 
Mrnbled, there was undeveloped a great deal of 
Methodist and Christian power that wanted 
bringing out. - As to the large populations, he 
TCyld ray, build chapels wherever they could. 
Bet they would never pervade London and oth- 
« Urge populations by building chapels and 
placing men there, no matter how efficient they 
Might be. Tnere were great masm of people 
that wanted to be lifted to come to chapel at at1. 
He should like to see a great revival of out­
door preaching or out-door ta king. He would 
have them take a certain number of houros larg- 
•t or smaller si the esae might be, and renting 
thee, throw, the basement into as Urge a room 
as they could make it. He had heard of a case 
'here that bed been done, and where the gar­
den bed been built over and they had got hold 
«faune 400 or 600 people. By renting houses 
oo permactn’ pecuniary respoosib.lity devolved 
on nny one. He would have such places suppli­
ed by local preachers, but not by local preachers 
on'y ; he ecu d hive young men encouraged to 
go and use whist tnlente God had given them ; 
•od hn would have superintendentn encoutaging 
Joongmen to try a»d do loaoe good. That wta 
bow fce oa-d to do when he was a young men. 
They might hive their clese-meetinge and their 
•other»1 meeting», aud a number of other Mil­
lion» ry operations in plan* a auch aa he had re­
ferred to. He did not believe they were do- 
fe* the beat thing m having their praytr-meet- 
•*» on the Sunday in their large cbapele. Let 
*bem hive prayer-meetings there by all means, 
Bet let them detach a nun:her of ptople al 
•wood to take Methodism right and left. Tbir 
•l or or fourty years ago a poor man who was 
••lass leader met bis class in hie own.house, 
otd there was a testimony lor God nil round.— 
A gentleman class lendef met his class in bia 
•** house, not in the kitchen, but in the beet 
room in it. He did not think concentrating 
•Bthvir Prayer and claea-meetings at .any one 
* Particular chapel was a good or wboleiome 

. ft»g. He should like to ree the fund in a po- 
•ifionto bear auch outlay as he had indicated. 
They moat not abendoo the villager. He » 
••■Wtimei very much surprised that their eg 
•fctltoral friends bed not made more of their 
8®*ition. They bad had manufacturera intrud

*d upon them as though they were everything. 
He should like to know how much capital was 
invested in agriculture in thin country. Agri- 
cultural gentlemen told him that they could not 
conduct agricultural operations in thene dey» 
unless yon empl. yed a oepitel of £12 or £13 
per acre. Poerc wee en immense capitol em­
ployed in that or,e branch of the nations indust­
ry. From the village» what did they get ?_
Ths bone end sinew of the army and navy.— 
And some of their beet and noblest l.ym*n, 
whet were they P Boys in vilegeo. Whet ere 
they cow P They knew. Some ol their 
latere who had stood foremost were men brought 
to Gad ne boy a in i little villsge, end but for 
the itinerancy of their miulatry they never would 
have teen such a man ay John Stott, who owed 
a great deal, ae he had often laid, to G at good 
o d minister, the Rev. Joseph Sutcliffe, They 
were eseembled dote fo,Liaooln»hire. Years 
ego they hid e gieet hold on the Lincolnshire 
vil ag-s, but te wee afraid they had cot that 
bo!d on tb,m cow. Take ths Surry pnrt of the 
Scco-.d London District, tike more pirn of 
Kent, take some places in Deeombire. There 
were whole circuits of twenty miles ia diam­
eter where they tad no organized ministry.

He should like to put down a staple of 
your.g men in euch places not attached to any 
circuit at all, aud piece them ueder the control 
of the chairmen of the district, dap them on 
bore»back end earn) them through the Tillages, 
letting them stay whir* they preached. It 
ought be laid. Where were they to ejey P Hit 
answer waa, Were ihty could. Hr had ro pa- 
tienoe with a man who could not get on without 
hevirg four meals «-day, end' s eeping In e Hist 
rate comfortable bed every night. When he 
waa your g he hid e good deal of whit some 
people would call “ roughing if." He was oft­
en in the house of very poor men, bat he had 
learned from good father Entwiatle an excellent 
leatoi, became th it good old man slid to him, 
“ Charhs. whatever you do, never grumble,— 
He ihou’.d lave celled it puppyish end un­
christian to have done so. It was artoniahirg 
how the people in the country chrtieked a le- 
colltc'ion ol the visits of old Methodist preach, 
era in years gone hv. They talked of these 
things to their children. If the children had 
no such tradition» to bird down, no wondei 
they were led iway by the attention of the 
clergymen. Your.g people riquired social

ÏÏundtÜT™ tirÎTT Ü r* °lb,r- !:d bf lhlt •"«* Mr. M A,- juicing the, weld bereifte, receive If ,he, war.

f.a a.Z Z 7 ^ bB“i h jU,“- A’ '*»’ “ “ ’•'* "* -»-• TerT •,on would b,. Hlf-iLhM.1st aa ths day-labourer, or the journeyman supporting. "
mechanic, or the man in tr mew hat better po-
îu.lorofThïn'bi'l!0 °UK ’ 'nd r,k'ned ! r* "”r ,h# ,Uec'" ,h&" -• T,rT «con, !.... into oer.aia large chepel. in London, .key 
milr end to hi. ehilrf '°n fg0**,'! ‘° W* f“ bec"‘"< 'b "> would b*Tf ler*e congregations. So found o aery few people, ard th. English Church 
-lly. andtott. chtldr.n and htma.l/, b. began 1.fled -av he that,hi. needed, tba, If ,b. Liturgy ..7 betng reed. The, went on,aide.

_They must do eomething for 'he Me-
H<i believed if they had lix such t hod lata who cams from the coaotry villages to 

po. ; man now e g.,ad in Lon ion, they would re- Gordon. They ware losing them. When they

sympathy, and if the Methodiete, did not give 
them the opportunity of social, elevated Meth­
odiit sympathy, they would grt It somewhere.

The President said be loi ked over the re­
solutions that were to be brought forward, nod 
it appeared to him that they were very general, 
allowing ample dtacnes'on upon them, end he 
thought it batter to go to them at once.

The Rev. Dr. Waddy moved the first resolu­
tion, as follows

“ That in reremmendiog the adoption of these 
reporte to the Conference, the Committee ex­
presses ite gratitude to God for the sucoess 
with which He hat been plessed to enoourege 
the Heme Minion work of Methodiem and 
our work in the Army and Navy ; for the 
unceasing sympathy -shown by the Connexion 
with its operations in augmented contributions, 
in the numerous isalous helpers raised up on 
tbs mission stations and especially on the con­
version of many souls to God. Tee Committee 
is also gratified by the continued financial im­
provement manifest in the condition of the ma­
jority of those circuits which era aided by or­
dinary grant! fr ;m the fund."

He did not think that the declension in the 
villages in Lincoinihire srd elsewhere waa to be 
attributed to any finit iu their present working. 
There was a systematic attempt in the coun­
try parti to ahouldet Methodiim out of the 
country. There were pieces where for fifty 
yters they had stood behind a chair in a 
farmer’s ki'ohen, and preached whenever they 
came round, but when the old poeeeuor or ten­
ant ol the farm wee dead, there was a clause put 
into the lease of the new tenant that be should 
not allow the prayer meeting or the preeching 
in hie barn, or in hit hiu«e, and this was done 
at the instigation of ths parson of the day, 
with ths heatty concurrence of the land­
lord and iquire. He did not believe that 
a continuance ol that sort of exclusivsceis 
would cut Methodism out of the country, be­
cause as long as they did their work they bad s 
vocation from God, which would make them ae

to look about him, and removed from the vil- 
age to London, or some Urge town- When he 
wa. appointed to London four or flee years ego, 
he wee aatonisbtd to find how very few London­
ers there were living in London. The popula­
tion ooneiited, as to two-thirds or thrce-fouithe, 
of persons from the Country. The London pop! 
uta'ion coo d not be auitained by London-born 
people. London-hern children died in their 
narrow alleys. London was the grave as well 
ae the mm of Eog and. Therefore, when it 
wee eaid that circuit a receivingsupport did not 
present any.hiog like a numerical «creeled 
proportion compered with the money expended, 
these facts must be taken into coos deration.— 
He bed a great abhorrence of the principle of
calcu'ation in regard to the saving of souls._
They could not expect in inch places as those 
to which he bed celled attention a proportion­
ate increase. If they withdrew the grants 
from six or eight circuits io his district, 
they would take sway ell the religion in those 
neighbourhoods. He did not w,ah to asy any- 
thfrg invidious, but there wee no evengelies! 
provision for them. He had learned from an 
intimation tb«t morning that rone scheme was 
«bout to be devised, he heartily concurred in i‘, 
But in many circuits they would never be cry 
better for. the next fifty years j erd it was a 
simple q nation whttter they would continus to 
sustain then as th-y had d ire. He should be 
glad if the Home Mission .Fund en-bled them to 
make the va»lly important h*pertinent which 
had bien referred to. But they meat rot ima­
gine that they could take from the circuits which 
bad been entirely drp-ndent up n them any por­
tion of the eleim which ;they bed he«n accus­
tomed to give. They could nut train their iti­
nerant mioiitiy without village Methodism.— 
In inch place» as that of G/eat Thornt.in-street, 
surrounded by churtbse and Independent places 
of worship, with popular mintsttra in them, tli-y 
could not put a local preacher, or a Very yourg 
man, to min:ster to the cocgrega’inn. It wou d 
be limply a wrong to the trusteed, -and a da. 
mage to the young man hioiarlf. They could 
not afford to throw adrift any of ths pcoter cir­
cuits that were dependent upon the land for 
their very existene*, end if they took £3 away 
from them, that meant £5 from the preacher's 
pocket, from the preacher’s table, and from the 
absolute necessaries of life.

Mr. T. Pocoik.of Chertaey, seconded ths re 
solution with much pleasure. Hi did so the 
more cheerfully becsest he resided in e villsge 
where hr mi-missionary operation» were being 
carried on. He oorsidered it the most impor­
tant movement since Methodiim bad its rise. It 
geve their operations c ubiquity and facility to 
reich the messes which in m»ny places they did 
not poe»ese. As to the large towns, it appeared 
tbit in London only two per cent of the m echan- 
ios attended their places if worship. Suppose 
ten per cent attended. It would swamp every 
chapel in tbs metropolie. If they bad not places 
of worship to which to invite them, whst alee 
could they do hot minister to them 1o their habi. 
talions f He wes glad to see revived the good 
old Methodiit apostolic practice of open-air 
preaching. It was the open-air preaching of 
John Wesley ar.d hie coadjutors in and around 
London that g caused the rise of Methodism, 
Where would Methodi-m have been if J. Wee- 
ley had not bien excluded from the chapels of 
the metropolis. The home miiaionsry move­
ment wss importent alio because it had eroueed 
attention to the co operation of lay agency. He 
bad noticed in the operations of the mteiionery 
who wss stationed in the Windsor Circuit that 
be waa largely sustained by a numerous bend of 
ley agents, who were very valuable auxiliaries. 
The operations at Chertaey, too, had been at­
tended with the most gratify leg results. The 
idea of a " cavalry mtss ooary"—he thought was 
good. Throughout tbs Surrey Heslh they had 
little villages which no msn unisse mounted on 
a good stiff steed or cob could ever retch, or, If 
he did, could get sway from. If the funds would 
not provide them with a cavalry detachment— 
be would ask why could not ths young unmir- 
riad ministers who were appointed to the cir­
cuits travel in them ? Itinerancy appeared now

Connexion and aa a system immortal, fbe- "|g*OOD,jst tether of travelling irom circuit to eir-
moment they ceased to do their work, he hoped 
they would cease to exist. He would not heve 
Methodiim perpetuated longer than It answered 
the greatest of ell purposes—vis., the eon version 
of eonle to God. In the meanwhile until public 
opinion wee very greatly altered, or till there 
was some expresdon given which should be un- 
mieetskble, there end in another place they 
would have to contend locally with unfair influ­
ence. He heartily concurred in the observa­
tions which Mr. Prest had made, to which the 
the attention of the Conference was directed 
two or three years ago by a very earnest addreis 
on the part of Mr. O.iver—vis., the necessity 
of returning to old itinereocy in it» o'.d ferm — 
They would meet with many mortifications ; hot 
their fathers did. They would, hqwever, rtcov­
er their lost prestige in the opinion ol the nation 
end of the public. Toey would atend more aft­
er the fashion of home Methodism than they 
bad done in many neighborhoods for lome 
time. They would get credit for being in 
earnest to save the souls of men. He 
would say e word in reference to old country 
circuit» se euch. He should be very sorry in­
deed if anything he eeid should be so misun­
derstood and misinterpreted ae to lead to the 
opioiqae that he did r ot heartily concur in the 
general ptinciplee of the Home Mission Fund. 
He did so. Nevertheless he thought they were 
in ecme little danger, end he was not quite sure 
that h e good ’friend, Mr. Preet, was not'in 

little dinger in reference to the old count­
ry ar.d dependent circuits. He happened to 
have charge of a disliict which was the largest 
claimant ou the Contingent Fund lor supply 
and aisistacoe. He had circuits ou his dis­
tricts where there hid not been a new h»use 
built for fifty yean, and would not be as far ae 
could be judged, for fifty years to come.— 
There was no room for development. There 
was no commercial enterprise. Tba land was 
all let, and there could be no introduotioa of a 
new population even to the extent of a single

cuit than in the circuit- He should like to see 
one of their unmarried minister» alerting from 
hie heme on Monday or Tuesday morning, end 
gettirg back to that home that day fortnight. He 
might hive a knapsack on tit back, and it only 
wanted a little exploration and courage on the 
part of young men to co this.

Sir F. Lyeett did not wish to withdraw a min­
ister from any of the villages where they were 
now employed, but he thought London had a 
very large claim upon the Home Mission Fund, 
Io London they bad about one-sixth of the en­
tire population of the country, and that was be­
ing increased annually from 60,000 to 70,000, 
«bent -80,000 of which esme from the provinces. 
Were they doing their duty ia London in not 
making greater provision for spiritual destitu­
tion f If they looked at the success which had 
attended the home mise loo in the east, they had 
abundant reason to be thankful to God. But 
why should they tot try it in the west P Was 
there not ae much need of evangelical efforts, 
and the truths preached by their ministers where 
so many thcosands were being seduced from the 
Protestant feith to Popery P Why should they 
not try the sioth-weet and the south east ? He 
could take them to tracte containing 20 000, 30,- 
000, 40,000, 50 000 , 60 000, 70,000 souls, end 
not a Methodist chapel or Methodist preacher. 
Whilst he dio not wish them to neglect the coun­
try, he would «ay, Do not neglect the metropo­
lis. He would suggest that, if they could spare 
them, they should send not leas thon six or ten 
of the best men that Methodism had, men of 
earnestness, men of power, into the dense popu 
latione. He would take a district of twenty 
thousand, and send such a man as Mr. Vaaey, 
and many others who might be selected. Put 
such men there, aud they would very soon have 
a congregation. 11 they began in aeeallAcuae, 
it would readily be self-supporting, and they 
would not have to complain, as they did of the 
ail leges, that they were ao better than they were 
twenty years ago. Tne one at Bov, first plant

Conference ecu Id be induced to appoint only ora 
euch me:-, he would cheerfully pay the expenses 
lot three years.

Mr. Pear;», nf Poplsr, wished to see the work 
of Me'hoiiUm carried on in the old-fashjoned 
way, and rejoiced in the inggeetioo made by the 
Secretary, that they i were going to revive the 
«id mode of operation, so es to get et the mees- 
*«. He thought there wee a mode of proceed­
ing much lost eight of, end he spoke from 
hie own knowledge, he alluded to whet be might 
call domes ic missions. Mr. M'Auley revived 
that kind of thing amongst them, and they 
knew with what result. He had often been 
•truck st the statements made by woiking peo­
ple «• to the good they got at smell prayer* 
meetings. He would say to the Methodist lay­
men end ministers. Whatever you do. aim at tba 
conversion of those with whom you are associa­
ted, and if they turned their attention to the old 
way of ptorredlng, he was sure that they would 
hove great eucotsv.

Tha resolution passed unanimously.
1 ne Rev. Alexander M’Aulsy moved the next 

resolution, se follows :—
“ Teat this Committee is convincsd that a 

much larger annual income is required in order 
that the Committee of Management and the Con­
ference may be enabled, with safety, at an early 
p-riod to atcuie a minimumallowance to all our 
minorer» in our claimant cireuite, and also to 
cxiend our mission work io the metropolis, in 
oar la-g» towue, and in the rural districts | and 
also work /or the benefit of Wesleyan, in the 
Army si d Royal Navy, so ae to meet more fully 
the prersirg claims upon the Methodists for en­
larged eviog-lioal action for lbs religious welfare 
ol oor own countrymen.”

He should like to disclaim all idea that the 
work of Girl in connection with their home mii- 
»ion« in the east of London w»s to be eo much 
associated with bia name. It mast not be for­
gotten that there were such men st Mr. Scott 
at.tl Mr. Workman. Mr. Workman had euc- 
ertded in getting up a chapel at Piaintow Marsh, 
sod ho believed tbs great secret of bis success 
was to place- their prccerdinge at the mercy- 
seat, and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
The first feeling upon going into a new place 
was a very strange one, and to see spots which 
they would almost give their life for, if the Pro. 
videoce of God gave them the opportunity of 
raising there a Lou e for his praise. There was 
a procès» of going forth and weeping, before th 
precious seed was sown. Such words as the fol­
lowing brought out the true sentiment :—

“ Behold the servant ol the Lord.
I wait thy guldiug ays to feel.'"

Ha bed seen many providences in the lait se­
ven years, which, if they were put together, 
they would fill up several biographies—itriking 
indications that G >d had been specially protect 
to help them. Some people htd thought that 
h», as a hem» missionary, sent into the East of 
London had simply to di with the iapied 
churches. He felt that he was sent there to 
found church»e, and was not to be bound down 
by any preconceived idea of anybody. He found 
that by this process they got a nutnb-r of work­
ers who would do ten times ai much for the 
lapsed classes. Success depended not so much 
on the minister as on the care he tcok to deve­
lop the ability within hie reach, end sought to 
get under the continual demositratioa of the 
power ol the Holy Ghost. He should wish it 
to be known that with regard to temporal mat­
ters a vast deal bad been done In connection 
with their home missions in the Esst of London 
for a great multitude of persons who needed 
breed, clothing, and so on, aod these people had 
testified their gratitude towards Mrs. M'Aulay 
in s mort substantial manner. He wished fur­
ther to say, that, in estabiiehing a work of this 
kind, they must look at the fact that they had 
to deal with Popery, lefiielity, and indifferent- 
iem, ae well as with druokeeneee. In the Eut 
of London they had opened six day schools, 
supplied with trained misters, end all, be be­
lieved, were eelf-iupportrog. It took U little 
time to whet the ecythe, but it never stopped 
the reaping, and they must lake rare not merely 
to try to reclaim those who were lapsed, but te 
get hold of the young men. He knew whet the 
power of grace divine could do to keep a youag 
man amongst all the temptations of the city.— 
Wherever God gavt them a converted man, he 
ihoold like to put that man te work. He be­
lieved tbs bens of Methodiim in London wee 
the idleneie of the Methodists. They wanted a 
living energy, and if be were to yield to bia 
own feelings, be would say one or two strong 
things about it. In the rase of the Germane- 
they got a simple man, bat he wee a man con­
verted to God, aod full of the Holy Ghost. He 
s»l him first to the Biole-elass, but he found the 
Germans ware such e disputing set that they 
disputed themselese into bad temper. But at 
the present time they bed five German preach 
icg places in London, and at this Conference 
they were likely to appoint e minister who eoeld 
preach in tba German language, end do some- 
thing in the French. If he saw a converted 
Frenchman in London to-morrow, who hid a 
geo J Methodist heart in him, he would not wait 
long before he rat him to work. Seven German 
captains bad been converted to God in one year, 
and some good work of the asms kind had been 
done in Sunderland. It reurt not be forgotten 
that it was through ths instrumentality of a Ger­
man that John Wesley wa» converted. It waa 
while he vas reading Luther’e Preface to tbs 
Galatian». He wished that otbeia would imitate 
the spirit evinced by Sir Francis Lyeett that 
morning ; pick out a destitute plsos in London, 
put a min down there, and they would find that 
it would bring ample reward to their own 
hearts. Gad in hie grace bed from time to lime 
wonderfully opened the way to getting sites.— 
There wss not a better site in London then the 
Buw-roed Chepel. And in the same line of road 
they had got one for Stretford. He would tell 
bia brethren who had it in their heart» to eoi 
out into that sort of work, that they would find 
it glorious. It wes sometime» vary trying aod 
disturbing, but they would see such 
tioac of God'a grace aad provide»* ae woald 
give them s grand foretaste of ths crown of ra-

fonod lively singing, lisely preying, lively prea­
ching, end, although they felt a little at parting 
with the Church of their fathers, they felt they 
sonld not keep their religioa sties there. The 
people of the work leg dieses, if th»y bad any re­
ligion, had it with warmth. He would say to 
their young m-n tbit, if they wou'd only on me 
among it them, they would fee! gloriously happy 
In working amongit the poor» et of the people.

Mr. B. Petty bridge, of Launceston, seconded 
the resolution, stating that in his circuit they 
bed a glorious revive! of God's work. He be­
lieved that most of the claimant circuits wars 
very deserving, but iome,ol them ware Injured 
by having their o'aims consented to year after 
ytsr. However euch it wss true that tba build­
ings ic country places did not increase, never* 
thelees the progress of agriculture wae euch that 
the mesne of people did it crease. Bet where 
there wss no systematic mode of giving, he was 
afraid it wss became the people tad no idee ol 
whst they ought to give. If e deputation wss 
sent to some of these plsoee, it might be useful 
in stirring them up to a support of their own mi­
nistry. ^ • • • • •

Mr. Bowden, at the expense of being thought 
egotistical, would make e few remarks on the 
home minion question. He wee not going to 
diieuse whst should be done by Government to 
support their Army end Navy chaplains, because 
be thought the time tal pretty nearly gone 
when they should look to Government for say 
such support at ell. He wee not going to discuss 
Methodism in London screws the country. The 
only pleas that he knew of where Methodism 

as not required was, when the psopls were 
■11 converted to Gad. But, first, as to ths youeg 

n referred to by Mr. Prest. They must have 
yourg meo of the right stamp, suited for the 
work. It was becumiog a serious matter to al| 
Methodist ministers, es well as young men, to 
fhiok of the number of young men who broke 
down at a very early ago. He considered that 

ight be partly on account of the claie of-men 
they brought out, who bad been brought up in 
crowded cities, or factories, or warehouses. But 
there was a class ol young men they were mis­
sing limply through their went of education.— 
He referied to mechanincs who htd got 'tie 
“ go " in them. (A langb ) They hid tbs ability 
to preach the everlasting Goipel, but they failed 
to encourage them to enter their ministry, be­
cause they required more education. What be­
came of those young men In Devonshire t The 
Congregationalism in Devonshire were very ac­
tive at the present time, and they bad an evan­
gelical inetitutioi for the county cf Devon.— 
These plain, warmbeartid, ««alous, earnest men 
were ca led out by the Independents, and were 
kit to Methodism. Ht maintained that men of 
this clesi were wanted for evergeliste, espee ally 
in country place». He did not agree witn Mr. 
Prest that they should be set on horseback. He 
wreld not wish them to walk twenty or thirty 
mi es. Tie v.l sgee were not situ tied'at any 
such alarming distance». The young meo might 
do a great deal of good if they would walk five 
or six miles a day on such mission work as Mr. 
Prest had indicated. People talked now of do­
ing the Alps with a tooth-brush, or something 
of that sort. Let them have a neat little knap­
sack, and they would be vigorous in mind and 
vigorous in body. Thera wen various reasons 
why Methodism did not fl jurist» in country pla- 
ees. In the first place, their standard of prac­
tical piety was not what it nied to 6e in former 
generations. In those d»ye Matbodist men aod 
women were of each sterling character that peo­
ple were really afraid of opposing Methodism. 
Hs held that that wss partly a reason why they 
bad net that increase io their coaotry pieces 
which they formerly bed. Local preachers 
sometimes neglected their appointments, and if 
they left a country place two or three Sundays, 
boo could they expect the blessing of God upon 
their work ? Congregations came aad were dis­
appointed, aad they rattled down quietly as In­
dependents or Baptists, or went to the Church, 
and were lost to Methodism. He believed their 
ministers worked io certain direction! as well as 
ever they did, but there certainly was a species 
of bugbear with them io the shape of a damp 
bed. They were too mwah afraid of a damp bed 
and would not stay a night amongst the people 
in the country places.

Mr. W. H. Stephenson, of Newcastle advocat­
ed the subdivision of circuit». However good 
a man might be, hit individuality waa gone in 
largo nitwits. He had been at the trouble the 
last hour or two, of taking out from the Minutes 
of Conference some statistics. He found that ia 
the circuits of Methodiem with more than 1,600 
members the i ocrasse was only 2 per cent, la 
circuits where division had taken p ace it waa as 
muth es 16, 20 aod 23 per cent. Take the cir­
cuit he had the honor to represent. They difid- 
ed it two years ago, and in the two years they 
had an increase of more than 40 per rant He 
believed that what had been done there eould*be 
done in other places, other things being equaL 
A great deal had been said about provision be­
ing made in their places of worship for their 
poorer brethren, and of people in the world he 
was very much astonished to hear Mr. Fowler 
sey what he did. Mr. Fowlsr eaid they ought to 
give the poorer people the best pews in the obap- 
al. Of all ths chapels that be (Mr. Stephenson) 
had entered in bis life,.the chapel ia Wolver 
bamptom, where Mr. Fowler worshipped, bed 
the worst provision for the poor. He hoped in 
the next chapel built in Wolverhampton they 
would give the poor the best pews. Wba ever 
they might be outside, they were all on a level in 
the house of God ; and he hoped the day was 
not far distant when all barriers end partitions 
would be broken down, and when rich aud poor 
alike would worship io God’s bouse. Another 
thing which bad impressed him daring ths year 
was the growing dislike of class-meetings. Hs 
knew it was a delioste subject, and knew also 
the opinion in certain quarters about elaae-meet- 
inge as an essential condition of church member­
ship. He thought their elan meetings might be 
much improved, and whether it was to continue e 
test of church membership or not, he thought it 
would be advisable if they could get all their 
leaders together in each circuit in Methodism and

try to devise some means for the improvement t 
of clue-mvotkifm He did not hnew what John 
Wesley would have dr ns if he bed been livi^t 
now. He leek it that John Wesley wes rather 
the creature than the architect cf circamsteneis, 
tod did not hnovr whether he woe id base cat hi* 
scat to sloth ia three deys. But be (Mr. Ste­
phenson) admired the eleaa-meetirg. Hs wu 
the leader of one ef the largest end most iela- 
entisl classes ia his circuit, sad of all mrans oi

upon that poi.it. He thjught they did not dea 
with the young men who went into their mis­
sion stations fairly. When eeupply was wanted 
the question put we», How much will you give 
towards tbs support ? He thought that wss on­
ly part rf the qavetioj. B«sides that the cir­
cuit oeght to pledge itself to give important 
assistance to h m in other ways besides money. 
As it waa, e young man wae frequently branch­
ed into the most d IK .nil work that some Meth-

graes the eleee-meeting wes to him the best. He | odist ministers could undertake. Teeir who's 
would say, Let every leader ia hie circuit «• a organ:s«tion wae eoneolidaiicii, be thought wee 
new minister came, take his <Ja*s-bo >k to the » B0,( serious obstruction to their work, end he
minister with a list of the members end their ad­
dresses, atd ask the minister te be goed enough 
to visit them. He had an idee that their minis­
ters were not sufficiently acquainted with the ra­
cial condition of lbate members. If there is e 
division of circuit» they might base mere kind 
feelings existing between minutera end mem­
bers, end he wee quits satisfied that their ciew- 
mestings would be be list attended. Mr. Preet 
bad told them oa a previous day that it was no 
uve lo build a good church unless they put a good 
preacher iu it. He would never ray a eyl.sbla 
sgeiost having on efficient pulpit. But it was 
only half the belli#. He sarneil y believed ibei 
the greed bar tie of Methodism wta to he fought 
io the domestic cireie. They must do it,at the fire 
side. Another thing be should like to say wss, 
that it was now urn so fashionable as it used to 
be to bees a penitent form in their chepel». Hr 
liked the goad old fethiooed eyetem of n peni­
tent form in the prayer-meeting». He belong­
ed to the elsee of loral press hers, end he hoped 
that when they aa loral preachers, went to their 
appointments on Sunday night, they would set 
up a penitent form nod aek (be people to orme, 
end not be nfraid to go round and ask them. He 
was persuaded that they lost a great many peo­
ple who were under the etrivisge and convict.oue 
of the Spirit of God because they did not give 
them an invitation to corns forward-VA kindly 
word from the preacher did good, etflmsay bed 
been brought to a knowledge of tlm Soviour ic 
that very humble way. He did not think the 
doc trice of perfect holintse was sufficiently en­
forced from their pulpits. It waa not one ser­
mon io fifty that was preached upon the doctrine 
of sanctification. They bad ia Newcastle the 
largest increase in the whole Connexion, never­
theless, it waa not ao great ai it had beta. He 
raked a minister the other day why that was, 
and tbs minister said he sincerely believed be­
cause they did not preach to their people suffic­
iently of perfect holiness. They did rot erect 
the standard of Christian excellency sufficiently 
high. It was stated in a oooncxionai paper last 
year that be wes finding fault with the preach­
ers by Molding them. Although it might seen, 
somewhat an affectation on hie part, he distinct 
ly avoved that the Methodist preacher* were the 
bast clave ef men on tbs fera of God’s earth, ana 
he would be the last men in existence to say a 
word against them. If they bad their duty to 
perform as bearers, he exhorted them all to do 
iL They must have clorst working, and in se­
cret companionship with God, and then the bles­
sing of God wou d come down, end God’s work 
would be gloriously revived.

Mr. Footer Newton, of Richmond, raid be waa 
a comparative stranger in tha assembly, aid 
should not have addressed them, but that he fell 
strongly. He wus not going to fied fault with 
the ministry| If he found fault with anybody, it 
would be with the laymen. At lbs la«t Confer­
ence he bad heard nothing but fsult-findina 
from beginning to end. He feared that st this 
Conference they were getting into a similar 
strain, and he wished to say, that so far as be 
wss concerned, he would never find fault with » 
Methodist minister if he could help it, beesues 
a Methodiit Minister brought him to Qcd. 
They bad been talking of many things, but it 
did not seem to him they bed hit the blot, He 
wished lo any that be believed that the greet 
thing wanted with regard to the revival of their 
work wa* that tba office-bearers should do as 
Joshua was told to do—get up early in the 
morning. He had not heard one word eaid io 
•drocaoy of pleading with God at seven o’clock 
in the mowing. He came to that chapel on 
Sunday morning to plead with the H >ly Spirit 
at ween o’clock, and there were only raven peo 
pie in the place. He pr ted the sermon which 
the President htd delivered from the railway 
track | but if the office-bearers bad been found 
early on the Sunday morning pleading for the 
President, possibly that sermon might have been 

visibly sucocstfaL He remembered tbs 
President visiting their little village, where be 
stayed to ten o’clock at night in the chapel, be­
cause there were penitent*. Hs disputed with 
the President the whole «redit of that result.— 
Hs said they shared in it, bsranw they were up 
early in the morning pleading that God might 
bless him. At the Liverpool Conference he 
went to the Brunswick Chapel at raven o’clock 
in the morning, and there were five' people 
there and a little boy. Let them look to it 
where they were deficient If they were to have 
an outpouring of the Spirit they muet aek for 
it Dr. Oiborn had raid last night that they 

>ost do everything upon the dependence of tbs 
Holy Spirit He anew it, but they would never 
get it without asking. He went a fortnight ago 
to a Methodist ohepel at raven o’clock io the 

lorning i the door wee shut, and there was no 
admittance. He went at eleven o’clock, aod 
raid, “ Brother, how is this f He said, “ 1 
cannot get item to corns j all the respectable 
people go to the Independent chapel.” A short 
time sloes, he went to a large pises, containing 
forty thousand or fifty thousand inhabitants, »#i 
tha sea-side, end there he found the seme tning. 
Tnere were four people only at the raven o'clock 
prayer-meeting. If there was to be a revival, it 
must be by more earnestness on the part of the 
laymen. With regard to the observation made 
by Mr. Bowden, he malt say be never found 
preacher who wae unwilling to occupy a bed in 
hi* house. He wished to spend the rest of hie 
deys to Ool j end he never enjoyed the Sab­
bath, he never could rejoice when be we* sent 
out, he never could lead his elaei to bis estisfee- 
tioo, if he did not get up early ia the morning, 
and meet Qcd at raven o’clock. * • v

Mr. George Lldgett, as a local preacher, dif­
fered from many of the remarks which had been 
made by Mr. Staphenaon. With zee <eet the 
young man to whom an exception hat brae ta­
ken, be believed they got as good a a impie of 
young man as anybody, and examining chap­
lains at the bishop eoeld give ample satisfaction

instance 1 the Great Quaao-atreei aad St. 
George’s-in-the-Has*, as proving that thairor- 
tanisation atoed in tte way of individuality. 
Having made rsbrsns* to the praiseworthy of­
frais of that good ana, Chat tae Fuat, to bring 
lierai a to repentance, hs auggeatad that ia large 
osalrai cf population certain districts should be 
assigned by th» superintends*! minister, upon 
which the local preachers, rich visitors, end eth­
ers should vigilantly labour, in order to make 
impression on the people, aod thus bring out in­
dividuality. It auch a e jurat wars aeop.ed it 
waa impossible for them la he anaacesaalul. If, 
ehea young m-n caara ap from lbs country, 
they found the various tfficras reedy to pat 
them to work, they would bring a freshness lo 
bear U| on the maaeee ; aad they must are lo it 
that in av. ry circuit ail individuality and use­
fulness hid fair play.

Tba Hvv. Win. Arthur could nette’p congra­
tulating the President and rejoicing with him 
to what they bad heaid that day. Mr. Newton 
had oo in plained of fault-finding, but be (Mr. 
Arlhut) saw na harm in it, lepetially II the 
fcult-fiodmg were in a kindly Spirit, aud done 
openly, aa it had been. He waked Mr. Georgs 
Lidgeit had told them more about Chatla» Post, 
because be waa a tree heal preacher. A good 
deal had bran said about tea diffrreara between 
town and village. Theta always weuid be that 
d.ffarence, aod to some the problem was daily 
becoming more d.ffieult, but the difficulty must 
be met by an adaptation of their agency. In 
London th-ra were Some 20,000 Methodiets 
amorgit three millions of people i sod it wad 
for the interact of every village in the land not 
leave these 20,000 to cope single htnded with 
the three million» around. Tnere waa a part of 
their work which bad comparatively email be- 
oefit from the fend, but which ought to be tak­
en into account He allidvd to Ireland. Tney 
give to Ireland nbout £660 t-yaar, when there 
sera V s rame number of Methodists that 
there were in L jndon among n population of ei* 
millions. Toe position waa a peculiar one.— 
Tney were the only branch of ths Nations 
Unureh in Ireland that had net support from th 
courras: fi.at, from the nstiousl funds, an 
secondly, from fund» exteranl to Ireland. I 
might be said that the foreign mission fund 
helped them | bat if a bilanee were struck, this 
would be found not to be the ease. Is the ease' 
of the Church of England, In addition to lb# 
sot that their brethren in Ireland had provision 
made by the national funds to the extant of £1 
per bead, ib« Chuich of England contributed 
about £30 000 a year to help them forward. In 
the oasa ol th» Preahytrriena,in add.lion to £76’® 
par coogregatiou from Oovarnm» nt, th »y bad 
large help from Scotland, with free liberty of 
«ppeaL The Methodicti, whilst they bad not 
tba liberty cf begging in England or Scotland, 
were bearing l hair abate of tbs bord in ef 
the National Church, the burden of tha Presby­
terian Cnuroh, tba harden of th# Unitarian 
Cuurcb, which was endowed by tba Slate i and 
the burden ot educating the priests. If they In 
ths present criais did their duty, they woald 
take means to strengthen tht hands ef the Iriah 
Conference. Hs did not thick the effect of the 
present politicsl changea Would be co great as 
waa anticipated, but tbora changée would make 
;be pervasive agencies of Methodism mors aad 
mors necessary. Hs believed ths Committee 
•would do a wus thing if, in connection with tbs 
horns and foreign missions, it mad* a deei led 
provision for aom* strengthening of ths hands 
of the brethren io Ireland, end for sema steady 
•apport which eould be relied npon for years to 
corns, in extension of ths work there.

Ths Rev. T. Vaaey had listened with profound 
satisfaction and delight to what bad fallen from 
the different speaks»; and eapeeially at obeerv, 
mg the lay seat which bad been brought to bear. 
He felt that the atrength of Methodism lay ia 
the alimenta they had io au.h meetings| and be 
did not believe any Ctturch in the kingdom could 
produce auch an array as they had present. He 
always regretted to intrude any opinioni of bia 
when the lima eould be so well occupied by lay 
gentlemen j but ha liked to ray hew meidi be 
sympathised with many of the opinion» which had 
base expressed by lay friends. He waa glad to 
know there was a growing feeling smiog them, 
as a body, that they most have résulta from their 
labors. He should be glad when the Connex­
ion at large awoke to this feeling. For bit owe 
part, he did not obj et to the commercial idea 
as applied to religion» subjects. For that tea- 
«on b* liked the introduction of lay friands, be­
cause they would apeak like men of buaiowa. 
Hs thought they ought to have ■ fair return for 
tbs capita! employed, just as every man of* bait- 
ossa expected. Toe boaiosia of a chapel waa the 
saving of aoula i and il any given chapel for one 
year saved co aoula, they might ai wall abut the 
doors and write on them ** Daolioing butines*.” 
(Manifestations of dissent) He believed ia re 
inroa at all evsnta ; and if there were no conver­
sions the chapela wars of no ose. (Cries of • no, 
no." Oae paaasgs to him appetrel very sweat, 
“Lit thy work appear unto thy servants." Tks 
seed when put into the ground was bidden for 
awhile | hut ths farmer expected to we the gresn 
blades peeping up, and if bs did not st the pro­
per season be deemed that he hsd lost his seed. 
If for any length of time they asw no conversion»* 
the main thing wai wanting aid they muet have 
rvlulls. Another thing tant had pleased him 
waa that everybody learned ready for adtptation 
He was a firm believer ia the immutability 
truth ; but be thought that they should adapt 
tbs means for ths spread of that truth. H» was 
happy to hear what Sir Fraoeia Lyoet: said 
about putting a mai down in a dense papula 
tioa | aod he waa convinced, with Mr. Lidgett, 
that their organisation stood in their woy, be­
cause it provided ao thoroughly for the employ­
ment of the minister** time end energies. He 
would sak any preecher whether bs hsd not 
quits enough to do to occupy the whole ol hi*

■to.


