A most interesting account of this horrible transaction
is given by Piso, who, having been allowed, us a Ro-

man, to retire from the eity, surveyed the spectacls |
“walls which T h-ud Leen accustomned to regard as em-

of i oszrwetinn fvom one o the neizhbouriug heinlis
cC At one duy of preparation and one ot assaulr,
the city has tlen, and Aurelisn again cnters in tri-
wmph—this time in the snirit of’ revenge auld resslia=
Idisevident, as we look on, horror-struck, that

w0 quarter is given, but that a genoral mssacre bas
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f cenled from the eve by the multitudes of the slain, and

all oljects were stained with the oune huo of blued.
Upon passing the gates, and entering within thoac

bracing in tiheir wide and gracetul sweep, the most
beautitul eity of the worll, my eye met nought but

Lhick and simoking ruins, fullen houses and temnples,

the streets ehoked with piles of' still blezing timbers,

| - . -
and the halt-burned bodies of the dead.  As [ pene-

been ordered, hoth of soldier and eitizen, Ve canbe-
, ter built and more spacious quarters, 1 found the do-

hold whola herds of the defenceless populace escaping
zomn the gates or over the walls, only to be pursucd,

bunted, and slanzhiercd by the remorsceless soldiers,

. 1
And thouswnds upon thousands huve we scen driven

over the wills, or hurled from the hattlements of the
lofty towers t perizh, dashe:l upon the rocks Lelow,
¢« N sooner bl the evening of the fatal day set iu,
us, as we behell dames heginning to ascend from eve-
ry part of the city.  They grew wnl soread, Gl they
presentiz appeared to wrnp all objects alike in a vast
sheet of fire. Towers, pinnacles, and domes, after
ghittering awhile in the fieree Llaze, one after another
fell an'l dizappeared in the general ruin. The Tem-
ple of the Suan stood long untouched, shining almost
with the brightness of the sun itself] its polished shafts
and sides reflecting the surrounding fire with anintena
brilliancy. We hoped that it inight escape, and were
certain that it would, unless fired from within—as,
from'its insulated position, the flames from the neigh-
bouring buildings coull not reach it. But we watched
not long, erc, from its western extremity, the fire broke
forth, and “‘warned us that that peerless monument of
human genius, like all else, would soon crumble to the

ground. To our amazemert, however, and joy, the |

flames after having made great progress, were sud-
denly arrested, and by some cause extinguished—and
the vasi pile stoad towering in the centre of desolation,
of doulle sizc, us it seemed, from the fall and disap-
pearance of so many of the surrounding structures.

““ On the third day after the capture of the city, and
the massacre of the inhabitants, the army of the * con-
quer and destroyer’ withdrew from the scene of its
glory, aud again disappeared beyond the desert. |
gouzht not the presence oft Aurelian while before the
city, for I carerl ot to meet him drenched in the bload
of womecu aud chiklren.  But as soon as be and his
lerions were departed, we turned toward the city, as
children to visit the dead body of a parent.

““No languaze which I can use, my Curtiug, can
give you any just coaception of the horeors which met
our view on the way to the walls and in the city itself,
For more than a mile before we reached the gutes, the
roads, and the ticlds on either side, were strewed with
bodies of those woo, in their atteinpts to escape, ha:l
been overt.lion Ly the enemy and slain, Many a eroup
of bodies did we notice, evidently those ot'a fumi)
the purents and the cloldren, who, lioping to reach in
company some pliee of security. had all—and without
resistanee, apparently—fallen a sacrifive to the relent-
less fury of thelr pursuers.  hnmedictely in the viel-
nity of the walls, and under them, the earth was con-

trated farther into the heart of the city, and to its bet-

siruction to bo less—that the principul streets wero
standing, and many of the more distinguished struc-
turex,  But every wherc—in the strects—upon the
porticos of private and public buildings—upon e

. steps, and within the very wzlls of the temples ot eve-
ry taith—in all places, the most sacred as well as the
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than a new ceens of terrifle sublimity opened befbre | most common, lay the mangled carcasses of the wrete k-

ed inhabitants.  None, apparently, bad been spaved.
‘The aged were there, with their buld or silvered heads
—little children and infints—woinen, the young, the
beautitul, the good—all were there slaughtered in cve-
ry imaginable way, and preseating to the eye specta-
cles of borrar and of griet enough to break the heart
and craze the brain.  For one could not lLut go back
to the day and the hour when they died, nnd suter

with these innocent thousands a part of what they sui-

fered, when, the gates of the city giving way, the in-

! furiated soldiery poured in, and with death written in

their taces and.clamouring on their tongues, their quier
houses were invaded, and, resisting or unresisting,

they alil fell together, beneath the murderous knives of

| the savage foe, What shrieks then rent and filled tho
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air—what prayers of agony went up to the gods for
life to those whose ears on mercy’s side were adders
—what piercing supplications that life might be taken
and honour spared !

““'I'he silence of death and ruin rests over this onco
and but so lately populous city. As | stood upon a
high point which overlooked a large extent of it, |

i could discern no signs of life, except here and there a

detachinent of the Roman guard dragging forth the
bodics of the sluughtered citizens, and bearing them to
he burned or buried. 'T'his whole people is extinct.
In a single day these hundred thousands have founid a
common grave.  Not one remains to bewail gr bury
the dend.  Where are the anxious crowds, who, w hen
their dwellings bave been Lurned, eagerly rush in ra
the flumes have spent themselves, to sorrow ever their

¢ smoking altar<, and pry with busy scarch among tho

hot ashes, us if perchance they may vet rescue somo
lamented treasure, or bear away at least the bones of u
parent or child, buried beneath the ruins 2 ‘T'hey aro
not here. It is broad day, and the sun shives brigh* |
but not a living torm is secn lingering about these de-
solated streets and squares. Birds of prey are alrealy
hovering round,,and alighiing without apprehension
of disturbance wherever the banquet invites them ; aud
soon as the shndows of” evening shzll fall, the bymna
of the desert will be here to gorge himselt upon what
they have left, having scented atar off upon the tain:-
ed brecze the tumes ot the rich feast here spead for




