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It seems hardly necessary to say that
Christianity was uot derived from the
Seripture, nor depends upon it ; that
the master error of the Reformation
was the fallacy, contrary both to fact
and faith, that Christianity was to be
derived from the Bible, and that the
degma of faith i8 to be limited to the
written records of Christianity ; or, in
other words, that the Spirit is bound
by the letter, and that, in the place of
o living and Divine Teacher, the
Church has for its guide a written

book .

It is to this fallacy I would make an-
gwer by drawing out what is the rela-
tion of the Holy Spirlt to the interpre-
tation of the written Word of God.

First, then, it is evident that the
whole revelation of Christianity was
given by the Holy Spirit of God, and
preached algo and believed among the
nations of the world before the New
Testament existed. The knowledge of
God through the incarnation, and the
way of salvation through grace, was
revealed partly by our Divine Lord
and fully by the Holy Ghost at His
coming. The faith or science of God
was infused into the apostles by a
divine illumination. It was not built
up by deduction from the Old Testa
ment, but came from God, manifest in
the flesh, and from His Holy Spirit.
It was 1n itself the New Testament be
fore a line of it was written. It was a
divine science, one, full, harmonious,
and complete from its central truths
and precepts to its outer circunference.
It was traced upon the intelligence of
man by the light which flowed from the
intelligence of God. The outlines of
truth a8 it is in the Divine Mind, so
farfas God was pleased to reveal, that
ie, to unveil it, were impressed upon
the human mind.

This truth was preached throughout
the world by the apostolic mission.
They were commanded to ‘* preach the
Gospel to ever creature,” and ‘‘to
make disciples of all nations.” And
what Jesus commauded the apostles
did. They promulgated the whole of
Christianity. They baptized men into
the faith of Jesus Christ. But be
fore they baptized any men he became
a disciple ; that is, he learned the
faith. The faith was delivered to him
in thé articles of Baptismal creed, as
the law was delivered in the Ten Com-
mandments. These two summaries
contain the whole truth and law of
God. And every baptized person,
according to his capacity, received the
explicit knowlcdge of all that is im-
plicitly contained in them. But what
was the source of this perfect science
of God in Jesus Christ? It was no
written book, but the presence of a
Divine Person illuminating both the
teachers and the taught.

And this universal preaching of the
apostles was written by the Spirit upon
the intelligence and heart of the living
Church, and sustained in it by His
presence. The New Tectament is a
living Seripture, namely, the Church
itself, inhabited by the Spirit of God,
the author and writer of all revealed
truth. , He is the Digitus Paternae
dexterae, *‘the finger of the right
hand of the Father,” ty whom the
whole revelation of the New Law is
written upon the living tables of the
heart.  St. Irepwas, the disciple of
Polycarp, the disciple of St.John, writ-
ing fifty yeirs after the death of the last
apostle, asks : ‘* What if the apostles
had not left us writings, would it not
have been needful to follow the order
of that tradition which they delivered
to those to whom they committed the
churches ? to which many of the bar-
barous nations who believe in Christ
assent, having salvation written with-
out paper and ink, by the Spirit in
their hearts, sedulously guarding the
old tradition.”

This was a hundred and fifty years
after the Incarnation. During all
this time, which is nearly four genera-
tions of men, on what had Christianity
depended for its perpetuity but upon
the same divine fact which was its
source, the presence of a Divine Per-
son inhabiting the mystical body or
Church of Jesus Christ, and sustaining
the original revelation in its perfect
integrity ?

But, secondly, this revelatiou was
also divinely recorded before the New
Testament Scriptures were written,

It was written, as I have said, upon
the mind of the pastors, or the Ecclesia
doceng, the Church teaching the world;
and upon the mind of the flock or the
Feclesia discens, the Church learning
throughout the world.

It was incorporated and recorded in
the seven sacraments of grace, which
are each one of them truths of revela-
tion permavently embodied and pro
posed to faith. The sacrament of bap
tism incorporates, so to say, the doc
trines of original sin and regeneration;
the sacrament of penance, the absolu-
tion of sin after baptism, the cleansing
of the Precious Blood, the power of
contrition, the law of expiation ; the
sacrament of comfirmation, the interior
orace and the seven gifts of the Holy
Ghost ; the sacrament of Order, the
divine authority, unity and power of
the hierarchy of the Church ; the sacra-
ment of matrimony, the unity aud in-
dissolubility of Christian marriage, the
root of the Christian world, and so on.
Each one embodies, tezches and re-
quires faith in a constellation of Chris-
tian truths, and the seven sacraments
of the Church are a record, or Scrip-
ture, of God anterior to the written
Gospels of the KEvangelists Much

and souls departed, are therein incor-

porated and manifested. All truths

congregate around the altar, as all

truths radiate from Jesus Christ, The |
whole revelation of Christianity is re-

flected in it,

But the Church, its sacraments and

its worship were spread throughout the

world before, as yet, the books of the

New Testament were written.

It was not till the faith had been

sverywhere preached, believed,defined

in creeds, recorded in the mind of the

universal Church, embodied in sacra-

ment and manifested in its perpetual

worship that the New Testament was

formed. By the inspiration and im-

pulse of the same Divine Teacher who

had already revealed the whole truth

to the apostles it was for the most part,

put in writing. 1 say for the most
part, because the written Scripture is
pot co extensive with the reveiation of
Pentecost, nor with the preaching of
the apostles, The written Scripture
presupposes and recognizes in those to
whom 1t is addressed the knowledge of
the whole truth. It is to the Church,

guided by the Spirit of God, that the
writings apd letters of a man are to
his personal identity. They would
recognizs all, but record only a part ;

imply many things, and express only

such things as fall within their scope.

The most elementary knowledge of
Christian history is encugh to prove
this. The first Gospel, that of St. Mat-
thew, was not written till five years
after the ascension, and then in He

brew only. In Greek it did not exist
for five or six years later ; that is, for
ten years at least, uone of the four
Gospels, as we possess them, was
written. The gecond Gospel, that of
S:, Mark, was written about the same
time. The third, twenty-lour years
after. For the first twenty years there
were only two Gospels, and those in
Greek. The fourth Gospel, that of St.

John, was not written till about sixty
years after the ascension. Where,
then, till the end of the first century,
or for two generations of men, were
the four Gospels, which people seem to
imagine wefe distributed by the twelve
Aposiles to their converts ou the day
of Pentecost ?

The earliest of the Epistles was writ:
ten about fifteen years after our Lord’s
ascension—the latest more than thirty
years after that event. But all these
books are limited in their scope. Even
the four Gospels treat only of the in-
carnation and earthly life of Jesus. The
Book of Acts is but a fragment of the
history of St. Peter and St. Paul. The
Epistles are local and occasional, and
even private and personal in their
nature. Anud all these books for gen-
erations were known only by those
parts of the Church to which they were
dedicated and entrusted. They were
not collected into a volume ; that is,
the New Testament, as men call it, did
not exist until a hundred years at least
after the ascension. During all this
century martyrs, confessors, gaints
and penitents multiplied in the world.
The apostolic mission had become a
universal tradition. The Church on
earth rested on the sunrise and the sut-
set ; upon Spain, and upon India. The
Heavenly Court had already received
the saints of three generations of men.
But during all this time what was the
source of their Christianity, and what
its support ? Certainly, no book, not
even the New Testament Scripture,
but the New Testament, ‘‘in spirit
and in truth,” the revelation of the day
of Peutecost, given and sustained by
the presence of the Holy Spirit in the
Church, the divine and perpetual
Teacher of the world. This is the
original, of which the written Scrip

ture is but a partial and suvsequent
trapseript, recognizing, indeed, the
whole circle of divine truths and the
whole order of divine facts in the
faith and Church of God upon earth,
but reciting only portions, and point-
ing to the living and Divine Teacher
as the only guide into all truth,

Result of Oppression.

The English oppression of Ireland
—which has driven considerably more
than half of the people of Irish bloed
from the beautiful isle of Erin to the
United States — must account for a
large part of this anti-English feeling.
American sympathy for Ireland has
always been intense and sincere.
Eugland has made the mistake of sup
posing that the American professions
of regard for the Irish cause were
merely au election device, to catch the
Irish-American vote. But about some
matters the Linglish perceptive facul-
ties are not keen ; and the Eonglish
have never understood American pub-
lic opinion. The feeling for Ireland
remains, as heretotore, clear and
strong. In spite of all witticisms and
criticisms directed against the Irish as
a race, the Hibernian element in our
American citizenship has contributed
splendidly to the development and pro
gress of the United States. —Review of
Reviews.

To Whom it May Concern.

The Catholic parents whom circum-
stances compel to send their children
to the Public schools should remember
that not only is no provision made in
these schools for the religious instruc
tion of the pupils, but that the faith of
Catholic scholars is exposed to perils
that are neither few nor slight ; and
that it behooves them, consequently, to
supply that defect and counteract those
perils by proper home teaching.

- -

Beware of Cocaine.

more ; the divine worship of the uni-
versal Church, of which oue of these
seven sacraments is the centre, namely
the sacrifice of the sacrament of the
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. The
Incarnation, redemption and consub-

Thos. Heys, Analytical Chemist, Toronto,

In an article on ** Business in Relig-
jon and Religion in Business " the
New York Qbserver says that God
means us all to be business men and
women, Thisis a rather free inter-
pretation ot the designs of the
Almighty, but nevertheless it possesses,
in a measure, the saving grace of com-
mon sense, Of course, unless one is
leading a purely contemplative life,
little can be accomplished without
push, energy and tact. These qual-
ities have to be employed in the
Church and in assnciations connected
with the Church, in order that they
may be prosperous and successful in
accomplishing good works. We can
not sit and fold our hands and expect
that everything will be dropped at
our feet like manna in the desert.
There are times, no doubt, when we
can not help ourselves, that God comes
directly to our assistance, but usually
we are expected to help ourselves in
order to secure the aid of heaven. In
speaking of the temporal business con
nected with the Church, our New York
contemporary makes' this pertinent
observation : ‘‘ We may remark, in
passing, it is a mistake that the pastor
can not, or if he can should not, have
anything to do with the business
arrangements of the church. Often-
times he is the best financier in the
congregation. He ought to be in
order to support himself respectably on
the amount he usually receives for tis
gervices, as well as to see that there is
no deficiency in the church treasury.
Woe he to him if there be a deficit.
He is supposed not to be responsible
for it, and yet he will be the chief suf-
ferer if the balance is on the wrong
side of the ledger.” The value of a
remark, as some one has shrewdly
observed, lies in the application of it,
and the foragoing one may be applied
generally, in religions affairs, without
any loss of its point or significance.
In considering the second part of its
gubject— religion in business — the
Observer is equally quick to direct at-
tention to faults in those church mem-
bers who obey the letter and not the
gpirit of the law —people who believe,
because they observe certain forms of
worship, they are to be saved, regard
less of what deceits or double dealings
they may practice in their wordly af-
faire. These people divorce church
and business, as some insist on divore
ing church and state, and the result is
that, while they are very pious, out-
wardly, on Sundays and holidays, they
are far from thinking of religion as a
practical thing on other days in their
transactions with their fellow Chris
tians.

We hope that there is no person call
ing himself a practical Catholic to
whom the following illustration from
the Observer will apply, but, neverthe
less, we give it as an example of the
sin to which any man, who is inclined
to always want ** the bargain,” might
yield :
+* John Brown wants to buy a house.
There is one directly across the street
which just suits him. The owner,
v ho has occupied it for many years
and always kept it in prime order, has
died. Tne widow wants to sell and
move elsewhere. John makes an offer
to purchase. It is much less than the
property is worth, But the times are
hard, money is scarce, buyers are few,
and, reluctantly, the widow accepts
the offer. Shortly after John says to
one of his friends, ‘Did'nt I make a
good bargain? The very next day
there was & party offered three thous-
and dollars more than I gave, but he
was too late.’ Did Mr. Brown, who
was a member of the same church
as the widow, and who had shed his
tears with her over the loss of her hus
band, remember the sacred proverb,
‘It is naught, itis naught, saith the
buyer ; but when he is gone his way,
then he boasteth ?’ Was he thinking
in his heart towards his neighbor as he
would have liked hisneighbor to think
towards him? In this sharp transac-
tion, and especially in gloating over it
when it was accomplished, did he feel
that he was keeping close to the golden
rule ?"”

In fact, there should be no business
transaction in which a man en-
gages in which he should not be able
to fearlessly ask the aid of the Lord.
If the man is an extortioner, a usurer,
how can he do this without being a
double - dyed hypocrite, unless his
reasoning powers are all askew and he
is unable to draw right conclusions.
There are men who call themselves
Christian and hold up their heads in
gociety who are supplying money, at
exorbitant rates of interest, for dissi
pated heirs to spend in debauchery.
The law can not reach these usurers
they are nothing else—at present, but
God can and will, and we believe that
they will be held to a strict accountabil
ity for thus pandering to the vices of
the young, the inexperienced, or even
to the weaknesses of older persons who
are not mentally responsible,

A man may very carefully absiain
from indulgence in the grosser sins
and be, apparently, a model husband
and father, yet it he be dishonest in
business he is no better, morally, than
the man who breaks into a bank or
who obtains money in any other way
by taking what does not belong to him.
Fair competition in business is not to
be condemned. It makes men ener-
getic, progressive and enterprising,
but when competition drifts into posi
tive dishonesty, then, of course, it
ceases to be a virtue. It is wise, pru
dent and right, therefore, that yon
ghonld put religion into your business.
—Sacred Heart Review.

| says: 1 have made an examination of Dr,
| Ghase's Catarrh Cure for Cocaine and any
of its compounds from samples purchase d
in the open market, and find none present.”
Dr. Chase's Catarrh Cure is a cure—uot a
drug. Price 25 cents, blower included.

Testing His Honesty.
Your druggist is honest it when you #sk
! him for & bottle of Scott’s Emulsion he gives

gation From France,

The full text of the Holy Father's
speech to the French workmen who, |
uoder the direction of M Leon Harmel,
went on a pilgrimage to Rome and
were received in audience by the Holy
Father, has been published. His Holi
ners said :

“ Amidst the difliculties and trials of
Oar Apostolic Ministry, the Lord, ever
good and helpful, affords Us touching
consolations which strengthen Us in
our old age and open Our heart to the
sweet hope of a happy future for the
Church and society. Today it is Oar
good fortune to experience inexpress

ible joy in seeing Ourselves surrounded
by children of France, who, under the
guidance of pious and devoted wen,
have come from their country to the
Eternal City full of faith and love in
order to offer homage to the Vicar of
Christ and to receive his benediction.
It is with great tenderness that We
welcome you, the representatives of the
working class, so worthy of Our interest
and paternal solizitude ; you, the sons
of that generous France for whom you
know We have a constant and special
affection, because, notwithstanding in

dividual errors and aberrations, she
has never ceased to manifest her ad

mirable charity and energy in the
noble cause of religion and civiliza

tion.

¢ We consider it opportune to re

mind you to day of the principles of
equity and justice which can alone
furnish a solution of the social ques

tion. Not only do you know them,
but you have put them into practice,
finding in them a solid and constant
guarantee of harmony and peace in
the daily relations between yourselves
and your employers. That is a great
consolation for us, because if on the
one side we have during Our Ponti

ficate always sought to secure for re
ligion the respect which is due to it in
defending with all our might its sacred
rights and in placing it above contin-
gencies and secondary interests of
parties, as a lighthouse which should
lighten the path of humanity, on the
other hand our efforts have not been
less constant or energetic to avert the
grave perils and terrible conflicts
which menace society, and to
strengthen everywhere the reign of
justice, and by that means to secure
order and the welfare and the tran-
quility of people. That is why We
address to you, the Catholic workmen
of France, Our heartfelt congratula-
tions and encouragements.

“To you We have nothing to say ex
cept, be firm in your good intentions,
continue to be docile to the directions
of your respective pastors, continue to
love and practise religion, the inex
haustible source of consolation and
courage in the struggles and tribula-
tions of life. Lastly, avoid with care
contact with those dangerous men who
seek the solutiou of that so difficult
social problem in the destruction of the
inviolable laws on which property,
family, and the whole of humanity are
based. Such men will but toment in
cessant struggles, accumulate ruins,
and render the condition of the work-

classes harder and more painful.
It is agreeable to Us to express
Our satisfaction to the numerous
French priests we see around

Us, united with the workmen pilgrims,
Their presence is agreeable to Usg, be
cause We know that they strive by
words and acts to further the moral
and material well-being of the working
¢lasses, in dissipating doubts, in teach
ing concord, and in incu cuating the
rules of Christian life, which consti-
tute the most powerful means for the
solution of the problem which pre-
oceupies their minds. We entertain
the sweet confidence that, under the
wise direction of the Episcopate, they
will persevere in that noble mission,
in showing themselves more and more
charitable and eager to help the poor
ast, the weakest, and the most suffer
ing.

** Now, in returning to your beauti
ful country and to your dear families,
sow the good seed around you, and
show to all, by the spirit of discipline,
by the good and healthy education of
your children, and by irreproachable
conduct, that you are truly Christian
workmen, worthy suns of the Catholic
Church and France. We accompany
you with our good wishes and prayers
that the Lord may assist, protect, and
console you during the whole course of
your life. And as a pledge of that
protection from Heaven aud of Our

paternal good will, We grant the
Apostolic Benediction with all Our
heart to you, your wives, youl chil
dren, and your families, and also to
your masterg, and all who are here
pressnt, priest and laics
See The Good Side,

We may, it we choose, make the

worst of one another. kKveryone has

his weak points; everyous has his fault.
We may make the worst of these; we
may fix our attention constantly upon
these. But we may also make the best
of one another. We may forgive,
even as we hope to be forgiven, We
may put ourselves in the place of
others, and ask what we should wish
to be done to us, and thought of us,

There is no folly and madvess in all
the world to be compared with that of
indifference to the claims of religion
Why should men be indifferent to the
great questions that pertain to their
eternal welfare in the world to come 7
Most men, at least in a Christian land,
believe in a future lite.  Comparative
ly few have succeeded in =o stultitying
themselves— so repressing the spiritual

instinets and higher aspirations of
their nature as to really believe
that they will cease to exist after

death : that the soul of man, so noble,
g0 godlike in its powers and aspira
tions, will go out like a puft’ of smoke
and sink into eternal night.  The un
perverted mind shrinks instinctively
and with horror from such a thought
But if weare tolive forever who can
begin to es'imate the importance of the
questions, how 7 when? in what con
dition ? Can we be sure of eterual
happiness without any conditions ? Is
it wise—is it safo—to be indifferent to
these great, these vital questions ?

Christianity teaches us taat happi
ness in the future world is not certain
for all, but will depend upon charac
ter, Even paganism taught that the
good would be happy
able
ity requires are revealed and taught
in the Holy Church. Buat the most
common excuse for indifference is the
multitude of sects all claiming to in
terpet the will of God as made known

the bad miser
The conditions which Christian

in His revelation. This is a very
poor excuse. Truth must exist some
where. Itis absurd to suppose that

God would have given us a revelation
of His will without also giving us the
means of ascertaining that will

The claims of the Catholic Church
are not recondite—mnot hidden, not en

shrouded in impenetrable darkness

They are clear, plain, open to all men,
easily ascertainable by the humblest
capacity. There are certain great
reasons which lie upon the surface
and coustitute an irrefragable a priori
argument in their favor. The Catho
lic Church, by acknowledgment of all,
is the old, original Church, and con

taine the traditional teaching from the
beginning. She has been porsecuted,
oppressed and kept down for nearly
three hundred years, but, thank God !
the time of her weakness and repres
gion is passed, and she is rising from
the ashes of persecution with renewed
vigor, and she is vindicating with the
most striking success her claim to
recognition and precedence. Multi
tudes are flocking to her portals,among
them a large proportion of the most
intelligent, cultivated, and often
learned and accomplished men and
women in professional life and the
higher walks of society.

On the other hand, it is a notorious

fact that Protestantism is losing its
hold on the minds of the people. In
fact, the whole history of Protestantism
is enough to convince any candid
mind which will take the trouble to
investigate the subject that it was
simply a rebellion against the true
Church of Christ, and that it eabodies
within its ve constitution the ele-
ments of deterioration, disintegration
and decay.
There is really no excuse for ignor
ance on the part of any honest, can
did man who wishes sincerely to find
out the truth. And what tremendous
interests are involved ! Iternity !
How oppressive the thought! Is it
possible that our everlasting well be
ing will depend upon our decision
here ? Certainly no one can say that
it will not, and as long as there is the
least thousand-millionth part of a pos
sibility that it will, how can any sane
man lay claim to reason, common
sense and common prudence who de
liberately ignores the and
lives on in indifference and neglect of
these great and infinitely important
questions ? It only shows the awfully
fascinating power of the world which
ministers so effectually and so seduc
tively to the depraved appetites and
passions of human nature.

When one sits down and calmly and
candidly thinks of these things thinks
of the object of our creation and of our
final destiny —thinks of eternity, and
tries to take in the full significance of
the awful thought that, when death
comes, our fate for good or evil, for
happiness or misery, will be finally,

subjaect

forever and irrevocably fixed—no
change forever! forever! forever

gurely he may well exclaim that indif
ference on this momentous subject is a

folly worse than madness Sacred
Heart Review.
.
Nursery Economics.

Most children are liars and thieve
by nature I'he theft is easi ©X
platned ; they have no n |
) the al I'hey
born individualists I'h el L
thing, they desire it they Lk €
it ; and 1t has t he explained
to them by words, not by blow

that the producer has certain rights in
his product, and that il
actly what pleased him without refer
to the rights and
otherg, society, even the society ol the
nursery, would be reduced to a state of
warfare, and he (the child) being the
weakest might come off the worst in
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CHARITY NOT HATRED.
T'he idea maliciously " fostered by &
certain class ot mgnn'-l prea shers, that

Catholics are encouraged or even en

ioined to hate those who differ from
them in religion, is, of course, utterly
erroneous. One of the chief virtues

inculeated by Catholic teaching i
charity, and charity in 1t8 real mean -
ing preciudes the possibility of guch
hatred It there are Catholics who
hate non Catholies because they are
non Catholics, they have not charity
and are disloyal to an essential obliga
tion of faith, therefore they cannot be
good Catholics. Bat we do not be
liove that many of our brethren are to
be classed in this category. There is
no hypocerisy or double dealing in
either the theory or practice ol the
Catholic religion. Its doctrines are
plain, positive and unequivocal and
must be accepted and followed without
deviation from their manifest intent,
otherwise those who profess to adhere
ty the soul of the Church act vainly
and without merit,

While we do not despise our dissent
fng friends on account of their heresy,
indeed where they aresincere in their
belief or disbelief we are bound to re
spect their rincerity, we must hate and
loathe the error which places them be
yond the pale of the true fold There
is no question that thousands of non-
Catholics are honest in their rejection
of the tenets of Catholicity, yet 1t must
be added that the majority of those
outside of the Church are there hecause
they either wilfully orignorantly re
fuss to learn what her teachings really
are. They cherish ns of
Catholic truth and cling to
or acquired prejudices, notwithstand
ing that such a course
violent abuse of that reason which they
claim to hold in sacred reverence It
is amazing to find that per
aons otherwise well-informed entertain
the grotesque what
Catholics believe and practice,  Many
of these false views are so flagrantly
stupid as to be wholly inexc usable on
any grounds, especially when wo re-
member that the persons upholding
them pretend to justify their position
on the pretext of free and untram
melled exercige of their reasoning fac
ulties. [t is impossible not to regard
such fatuous attachment to foolish mis
conceptions with the contempt w hick
it provokes. Yet, while we
and deplore error we have only pity
for those who sit under
its thrall.
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Catholics naturally view P'rotestants
and other dissidents from the ancient
creed
guperiority, as having the certitude of
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the fray. Thus early may the moral

of economics be explained I'he Hos

were we in their place. Dy loving
whatever is lovable in those around
ug, love will flow back from them to us,
and life will become a pleasure in itead
of a pain; and earth will become like
Heaven:; and we shall become not un
worthy followers of Him whose name
is Love,.
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Pleasant as syrup; nothing equals it as a

worm medicine 3 the name is Mother Graves

| yon just what you ask for, He knows this is

the best form in which to take Cod Liver Ol

Worm Exterminator, I'he greatest worm
destroyer of the age.
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