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PAROCHIAL BUSINESS
METHODS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE
doors to meet the rush, and systemat-

ically record the contributions ; but for [

the laggards whose offerings come
straggling in during the following two
weeks, the usual attendance of the

bookkeeper at the church entrance |
|
|

suffices to complete the record.
Finally, instead of the pastor reading
outthe list of offerings from the pulpit—

a process apt to become wearisome to |
himself as well as to the congrega- |

tion —the bookkeeper supplies him,
when collection is closed, with the
names of all contributors in alphabetical |
order, (all similar surnames being
grouped together), and this is promptly |
printed and distributed by the book-
keeper, or ushers, to the people as they |
pass out of church, the contributors
having been previously requested by
the pastor to point out, without un-
necessary delay, any errors or omissions,
ifany,which may be found in the printed
list, in order that they may be rectified.
The same plan should be followed for
other principal eollections, throughout
the year, such as Seminary Collection,
Peter's Pence, and such like, It will
save the bookkeeper much subsequent
labor if he carefully preserves a cor
rected copy of all such printed lists for |
use when compiling the annual complete
detailed printed statement of all con- |
tributions to every fund at ¢lose of year.
The printing of lists costs, after all, but
a trifle ; and it is observed that the
peoplo give more gladly and generously
if their natural desire to know the finan- |
cial condition of the parish is thus grati-
fied. The annual printed statements |
also enable every person to satisfy him-
self that all contributions are duly
accounted for to the pastor, and as to |
how his money is expended. 1
DISTRICT VISITORS |
In small towns where the pastor, un- |
less he chances to be a veritable recluse, |
knows (or at least knows of) nearly the |
whole population, Distriet visitors are |
not so necessary as in larger places.
However, even in the former,they would |
be found useful if there are factories
which employ alarge number of hands,
especially if the employees are frequent-
ly recruited from outside localities.
The District visitors are volunteer
assistants, composed mostly of women,
They meet together and organize under
the pastor's leadership. If enough of
them are available two visitors are
assigned to each division of the parish;
and it is their duty to visit, in a friend-
ly way, at stated intervals, every Cath- |
olie family in the distriet assigned them.
Each couple either make their rounds
jointly, or else visit separately in order
to cover the ground more rapidly.
Their object in ealling upon the well- |
known Catholies is prineipally to en
quire as to the presence in their vicinity |
.of newly-arrived Catholics, so that the |
latter may be at once welcomed, and |
their presence made known to the |
rastor. They also take note of cases of |
mixed marriages, unbaptized children, |
non-attendance at Catholic schools, des- |
titution, and such like information as
may be useful to the pastor and bene-
ficial to the new-comer. It has been |
found that in this way the pastor, hav- |
ing been kept in rapid and fra-que-nc‘
touch with all parts of his parish, has [
been enabled to get quickly in communi- |
cation with Catholies of whose presence
he might have had no knowledge for a [
long time.
It is essential that Distriet visitors |
should promise the pastor from the out- |
set that such information as they may
glean in discharge of their duties shall |
be given only to him, and under no cir-
cumstances disclosed to other parties,
Hence it would seem best for a pastor
wishing to employ Distriet visitors to
himself select women of good judgment
and disceretion, and induce them to offer
their services, rather than to publiely
call for volunteers, some of whom might
net be suitable in this or that respect
for the work in hand.

AID FOR THE MISSIONS

It is a fact that from all over Eastern
Canada bales of good serviceable second-
hand elothing are being sent from time
to time by non-Catholie congregations
to their missionaries in the newer parts
of Canada ; and that in some cases gifts
of such clothing have been made by |
the missionaries to poor Catholie |
settlers and Indians accompanied by
efforts to get them to forsake the minis-
trations of theirown clergy. And some-
times not without success. To assist |
the latter to meet this seheme, but above |
all to put it in their power to relieve
the necessities of their poor for the sake
of Jesus Christ, the congregation has
been appealed to ev

wy fall for some
years past to contribute good, clean,
substantial second-hand eclothi for

'e Sue-
h
itable quality of goods
rted, neatly
tagged, ¢

the missions. Fach call was me
cessful than th
ing what a o
was donated.

» last, and it was ast

packed in gri
shipped off to
in the far west.
knowledged their receipt with
gratitude,

Now, this would be useful help under
quite ordinary conditions, but how much
more 80 now, when poor Catholies from
all Europe are pouring into the North-
West in such vast numbers that the
struggling clergy there are at their
wits’ ends to find means and time to
minister to their flock’s spiritual needs, |
not to speak of their temporal wants. |
The immigrants come from overcrowded |
Huarope seeking an asylum and a home, |
many of them practically destivute. |
They are, as a rule, a flne promising lot |
who will become good Catholie Cana-
diang, but they often need a little assist-

ance to get started, especially as the |

winters are severe and clothing expen-
sive to families with but little money
Picture the joy of a missionary priest
when he is able to s to a very poor but
struggling Catholic immigrant * Bring
your family up to the mission house and
you shall all have some warm clothing,
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find Alabastined walls. Alabastine is
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it is the most artistic and effective. An Alabastined
wall is a delight to the eye—so soft, velvety and beauti-
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for kind friends have sent me several

bales |
Every parish ean, and should, send at

| least one bale if not more. At present
many excellent ecast-off clothes are |

being thrown away, or fed to the moths,
all over Ontario. The Catholie Church
Extension Society, 119 Wellington St.,
West, Toronto, will no doubt gladly
advise where such donations are most
required.
CATHOLIC LITERATURE

Complaints are often made, and with
considerable reason, that Catholies as a
whole do not sufliciently appreciate and
support the Catholie literature, and that
most non-Catholies will not read ivat all.
But let us glance at a method which has
beentried, and with considerablesuccess,
to bring about an improvement. First,
take the Catholics. The pastor sub-
seribes for not a few religious papers
and magazines for his ownuse. These
are never destroyed but allowed to
accumulate. Then supposean important
artiele comes out which it would be well
for every Catholic to read; or a papal
encyclical upon some subject affecting
1-\'('.[\‘ oneof the faithful in some degree ;
he orders twenty-five or more copies and
marks the article. Every few months
this accumulated mass is brought to the
church porch and, during mass, all the

| congregation “who desire some Catholie

reading matter are invited to signify

same to the bookkecper at the door as |

thev pass out.” The result is, the vast
majority apply for a copy, and presum-
ably read what they have asked for.
Doubtless an increased taste for religious
reading is thus being formed, (for a good
taste, like a bad taste, can be cultivated,)
and subscribers to Catholie publications
are rapidly inereasing in the parish.

Turning now to the non-Catholies,
some occasional meandering lecturer, or
local preacher, makes an ignorant and
erroneous attack upon some doctrine or
practice of the Church. This is briefly,
but, courteously, replied to in the local
press, and the publie informed that on
the following Sunday eveniog all non-
Catholies ¢ ially invited to hear
the Catholie side of the question. They
appear in shoals on such an oceasion, for
the mnon-Catholie temperament dearly
loves a disputation ; and small blame to
them, for are they not ever confessedly
“gearching for the truth?” and it is
ouly human to enjoy a little religious
excitement.

But there isn't any undue exeitement,
for the subject is handled calmly and

micably, though very lueidly. In con- |

clusion, the non-Catholies present
ha been ecomplimented upon their
willingness to hear the presentation of
the case from the Catholie stand-point,
are told that on passing out they can
have for the asking a Catholic book
more fully explaining doetrines gener-
ally misunderstood by our non-Catho-
lic neighbors.

On one occasion such as this, I am

| told, over forty copies of the * Question

Box" and * Faith of Our Fathers”
proved so inadequate to the demand
that the bookkeeper ( whose duty it is to
distribute the literature) was com-
pelled to keep a large number of non-
Catholies waiting at the entrance ( and
they waited cheerfully ). while he went
to fetch enough from the supply of such
books always kept in reserve; such
supply beins bought in wholesale lots at
cheap prices for purposes of dissemina-
tion. 1t is said that that evening fully

ixty itholies willingly carried
home t powerful Catholiec books !
which  does not seem to  bear

ont the dea  that they will
not read them at any price. The fact
is, they wanted such literature, but did
not know where to find it till this

portunity came to them. And the |
an is produecing results., The pastor |

I
always has a numerous “inguiry class"
under instruction, some of whom refer
to this church-door distribution as the
cause of their gravitation towards the
True Faith,
THE CHURCH EDIFICE

Who is there who has not, upon enter-
ing some of our churches, been charmed
by the heauties of the adornments or
the architecture, and, a moment later,
when the eye became adjusted to the
“dim religious light,” been disappointed
to shserve the inexcusable prevalence of
dust and dirt and grime ?

In the very muddiest seasons the

parish chureh 1 speak of is kept clean; |

not so cleanly perhaps as most non-

Catholie churches are, for they have not |

thronging congregations, as a rule, and
besides are locked most of the time;

but still it is kept as fairly clean as can |

be reasonably expected
course a live church a tr

Botter of
o dusty under

foot than a deserted one ** painfully |

clean.” Andin cold weather it is always
comfortably warm. Who does not com-
miserate the worshipper from several

miles (or less) distance, who arriveson a |

winter's day benumbed with cold to
| worship in a chilly ehureh? 1t does not

d i soem fair that his or her health should

| be put in jeopardy (not to speak of the

‘(lim»«nulnrl) because of inattention to |

heating arrangements, Surely with a |
dirty chureh and a too-frigid atmos- |
phere one could not wonder if such a
| half-frozen person should find it a difii-
cult matter to realize the words of
Jacob of old ** How dreadful is this
place | thisis truly none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven {" R. 8. T.

—_———

Letter Concerning Milton’s Catho-
lielty
MILTON LIVED (1608-1674)

Dear Sir,—You say “ we have read
statements or arguments based prinei- |
pally upon Comus to prove that Milton
w! Catholie. They never convinced |
us. No wonder, indeed. |

The matter stands thus I think ; |

P’ro. (a) Milton's Catholie brother, Sir
Christopher Milton, said that his brother |
the poet had been a Catholie for * some |
years before his death.”

(b) Lord Dorset (1638-1706) told
Matthew Prior 1664-1721) the same |
thing.

Con. (a) John Milton's “On True Re- [
ligion, Heresy and Schism and Growth |
of Popery,” a produet of the no-popery |
agitation against Charles IL's Declara- |
tion of Indulgence was published in |
1673, within one year of the writer's |
| death,
| (b) His “ Treatise of Christian Doc-
[ trine,” published posthumously,occupied
| him during the last years of his life.
i This treatise is Arian ; it defends poly-
| gamy and divoree and the free right of
| everyone to interpret the Seriptures.

(¢) Of the poems that occupied the
last ten years of Milton's life, is not
* Paradise Regained " frankly Arian ?
Is “ Paradise Lost " not so ?

W. F. P. SToCKLEY,
University College, Cork.
Feb. 5, 1010,

—_—————
Easter Decorations

Our Easter flowers are now ready, and
are having a large sale. Baster Lilies, |
45 cts. a dozen; Fleur de Lis, or Irish
Flags, 45 ets, a dozen; Violet or Apple |
Blossom bunches, 45 cts. a dozen ; white
Chrysanthemums, 45 ets. a dozen ; white
Carnations, 15 ets. a dozen ; Easter Lily
vines, 1 yard long, $2 00 per doz. yards; |
white American Beauty Roses, 45 cts. a
dozen ; also Easter novelties, On every
order of £2.00 or over we will give free,
a ladies' back Comb, set with heautiful
brilliants, worth £1.00. Rush in your |
order. Brantford Artificial Flower Co.,
| Brantford, Ontario. 1636-2

|
|

|
|

| S S— ‘
We are sometimes quite too apprehen- |
sive, brother ministers, about the risks |
we ran in telling the truth. If we speak |
it kindly and considerately, with due |
regard for the convietions of those who |
differ from us, truth-telling is not ordin- |
arily a dangerous venture.—Dr, (Ha«l-i

den's Recollections.
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whether or not you like them.
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worthy of a trial order as well.

IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED A COPY WRITE NOW

in our Spring and Bummer Catalogue.

HE largest, most comprehensive and best sele-ted stock of merchandise which «#T. EATON Ce,_ ever offered for eale, is listed
From the standpoints of style, quality, value and price every item is worthy of
special meation. We were never before in a position to so successfully supply yourevery need as we are at present. Almost every
article is olearly illustrated, and all deerriptions are easily understood.

Shopping through our Catalogue is even more satisfactory than doing so over the counters in a store. Why?

Because, when you receive a ghipment of goods from EATON’S you have ten days instead of a few minutes, in which to decide
During that time you can obtain the opinions of your family and friends regarding the merits of
our merchandise, and at the sgame time be absolutely free from any influence on our part, If after examining the goods, you are not
perfectly satisfied in every way, send them back and we will refund your money in full and pay all tramsportation
Surely the EATON system of doing business will appeal to you as being mot only reasonable amd fair, but
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TRIAL ORDER
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