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g i dly any duty of  ‘the
e b;:est'xn which he is call-
s uently to exercise his
judgment on & matter <2l the highest
qmpor tance 88 that of n(al:? wham,x:
tism. Children aer broug! :
{font, and on inquiry the officia :lg
clergyman learns that they .halve I;
ready received pﬂmt«’j baptism.
‘-l}mve been administered by the
o or by some of the attend-

«F

missionary
od on SO fr

midwife,

ant women, or by the doctor.  The
midwife or doctor may have been
ponCatholics,  or there may have

pecn other circumstarces that c(y-ln.
pine to add am elcmem:.ol perplexity
to the case, With as little delmy‘a.s
possible the officiant -has to decide
what to do, whather to repeat, the
paptism sub conditione, or merely to
supply the ceremonies. To add to
the difficulty he remembers that bpo
repotition of baptism i.nvol\'es ‘m
ain cases the incurring of an ir-

cert
regularity. It may, therefore, be
u;r.u to wmet forth the opinioms of

some theologians on this important
point, and to see what course is safe
to take in practice.

jury lays down (No. 200) the fol-
lo“in,.; rules. regarding the repetition
of the Sacraments :—

(1) The Strraments cam he repeat-
ed as often as a prudent doubt arises
regarding their validity.

(2) Sacramen’ts cannot be repeated
when a prudent

without. grave sin
doubt does not arise about their va-
Tidity.

(3) Sacraments ought to he repeat~
ed in case of such prudent doubt,
whenever the claims of justice, cha-
rity or religion demand such repeti-
“tion.

Under  No. 249 the same author
_states in reply to the questiom whe-
ther infants baptizegd by midwives or
.other laics are to be re-baptized,
that such rcpat,it-igm of this sac ament
is to take place omly in case of a
probable suspicion of error arising as
fo validity. It ‘would seem, theie-
dore, that by a prudemt doubt Cury
means a probable doubt, and this in-
terpretation is borme out by a refer-
ence 'to No. 1032, wheare, in a  note
by the editor of the Ratishon edition
it is stated that baptism is io0 be
repeated sub comditione in case of a
probable doubt; mot, howaver, in
case of slight douit (dubium leve),
s, in the latter, the presumption is
fn favor of validity. In support he
quotes the Analecta, J.P. i

The question then arises, what
&ind of doubt justifies a priest -in
[ rebaptizing ? Must' the doubt be

probable, resting om: substential rea-
6ons; or is a slight doubt sufficient ?
*On this point theologians are by no
means unanimous. In the Roman
Ritual, “De forma Baptismi,”” No. 9,
we find it laid down that the . con-
ditional form s not’'to be used
‘other than prudently, and whenever,
after investigation, a probable doubt
remains as to whether the infant has
‘been validly baptized, St. Liguori
(No. 136) says, ‘‘the maost common
“@ud true opinion teaches that such
<hilien are to be baptized . when
‘there is probatble suspicion regarding
the validity of the baptism already
&ven.” In support of this view he
QUotes a very large number of au-
thors, among them Suarez, the Sal-
Manticenses  and Laymann, and
Quotes a decision of the Sacred Con-
gregation in which it is laid down
‘that children baptized at home were
‘not to be rebaptized, except in vase
of probable doubt of invalidity.
O'Rane (No. 454), speaking’ of the
““onditional baptism of adults, says
the doubt, about, the validity of the
Previous baptism *“should be. & rea-

‘Bonable one, for every slight suspi-
tlon woulq not su.ﬂ&ce" And Ha
‘adds: ;

“Baptism showld be adminis-
| tered conuitionally unless' there be a
‘TMora] certainty that it V;'MRPN”V"W&
Iy conferroq. ; 8

. down by St.
. foundliygy,

| Blecor grave doubt concerning the var
| lidity of the former baptism to jus-
r more recent|.
| writers, however, are more liberal in

ﬂl‘: or evem theologians, would not  be

| It would seeu
other theologians required & proba-

tify répetition. The
their views regm'din.g the case in
question, as far at all events as the
officiant is concerned.

It is true that Gury, in explaining
the abovetmentioned rules regulating
the repetition of the sacraments,
sdys that the more necessary sacra~
ments such as Baptism and Holy
Orders can be administered on more
gemerous lines, and, therefore, that
even when the doubt is oifly doubt-
fully or slightly probable (dubie aut
tenuiter probabile) ‘that they can be
repeated. Sabetti (No. 654) agrees
with this, saying -*tenuis probabilitas
circa invaliditaten: semcre aoe re-bap-
tizandum.”’ Genicot (No. 152) states
that on account of the great necessi-
ty of baptism for salvation the same
strong reasons are not required for
its repetition as for other Sacra-
ments, Confirmation, for example,
and, therefore, if it is uncertain whe-
ther the doubt is probable or merely
groundless the decision should be in
favor of re-baptism. ““Si incertum
manet ufrum ' dubitandi ratio  sit
probabilis an spermenda, in favorem
baptizandi inclinandum est.”” In Pal-
mieri similar language is used, and
it is laid down that in such a case
aliquale dubium is sufficient, provid-
ed it is contained within the bounds

ol a doubt. Indeed, O'Kane in an-
other part of his book (No. 214)
speaking of this very subject of in-

if

re-

fan't baptism says« ‘“The doubt,
after proper inguiry any still
mains being always resolved in prac-
tice by conferring conditional bap-
tism.”” Bucceroni (No. 77) in treat-
ing of the same subject says : ‘‘potest
et debet rem®ti sub conditione guo-
ties de ejusdom valore adest aliguod
dubium non spermendum;’’ and adds :
“facilius iteranda  sunt sacramenta
magis necessaria, viz., Baptismus et
Ordo etiamsi pro valore sacramenti
milietet multo major probabilitas
contra rationes dubie aut temuiter
probabiles,” Noldin, treating of Bap-
tism, adds his testimomy: *“quodsi
dubium non prosus inane de ajus va-
lore supersit, sub conditione iteran-
dus est.’’

Finally, Leéhmkuhl (De Sacramentis,
No, 16), who treats the matter in
considerable detail, is of the same
opinion. Tt may be useful to sum-
marize his teaching. He lays down
three principles :—

(1)'\It is not lawful to repeat a
sacrament if the doubt wants all rea-
sonable foundation.

(2) When the doubt regarding va-
lidity is reasonable, it is lawful to
repeat.

(3) A sacrament must be repeated
when sufficientlv doubtful to become
licit, and when, moreover, there is am
obligation of justice or charity to
administer more securely to-the sub-
ject this particular sacrament, lest,
v. g., he should be deprived of a no-
table bemefit or be exposed to danger
of grave loss.

In explaining the swond principle
he divides the sacraments into two
classes, viz., those which arc very
necessary and those which are not.
In the first, which includes baptism,
repetition is lawful when the douht
is anything more tnan a scrupee, or,
as Gobat sﬁi-s. fow- aperte vanum.

Dealing with the third principle,
and speaking of those sacramerits
which are most necessary, suc as
Baptism, he says they must be re-
Peated as long as the validity is not
monally certain in vero sensu,
distinguished from lato sensu.

Continuing, he introduces a rather
novel distinction when he says that
the repetition of such sacraments
may be sometimes lawful though not
obligatory; for instance, a trouble-
some and long-comtinued scruple cam
make it lawful to thpeat a baptism,
although in reality there may be no
obligation to do so. ' Similarly in

as

dubio juris, when some old theolo-
gians hold a certain opinion, al

though the opposite opinion may be
morally certain, it is lawful to re-
peat, except some authentic declara-
tion bas been made in the matter.
However, the dicta of a theologian,

Yor this purpose. The writ-
. have a_certain standing. He

seem, therefore, that the|
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Turns Bad Blood into
Rich Red Blood. '

- No other remedy possesses such
perfect cleansing, healing and puri-
fylag properties. a

Extermilly, heals Sores, Ulcers,
Abscesses, and all Eruptions.

Internally, restores the Stomach,
Liver, Bowels and Blood to healthy
action. If your appetite is poor,
your energy gone, your ambition
lost, B.B.B. will restore you to the
full enjoyment of happy vigorous
life

any doubt (aliquod dubium) remains,
the baptisw ought to be repeated.
From such an array of testimony,
therefore, we may with safety con~
clude that in the case of infants pre-
viously baptized we may repeat, sub
conditione, when the doubt of its va-
lidity is probable, or even slight (du-
bium leve), of, in fact, anything
The writer has
heard it advanced as a reason for
re-baptism, that

above a scruple.

for some priests
non-repetition caused such trouble of
mind and unrest that life was made
miserable. Even suchgwill find con-
solation in the acute and exhaustive
treatmentof this subject in the learn-
ed pages of Imhml\xnhl.

Indiscrimirfate re-baptism is speci-

fically condemned by all theologiams,
and they are equally emphatic in in-
sisting on an inquiry in each case.
The Roman Ritual says the case must
be diligently investigated (diligenter
pervestigata) before conditional, bap-
tism is given, and as to the nature
and extent of such inquiry, Lehm-
kukhl (No. 19, note) quotes a re-
sponse of the S. Cong. Prop, Fid. to
an American missionary, in which it
is stated that it should be such as
circumstances will allow, prout. ad-
juncta ferant. Tt will be sometimes
possible to get v:onsiderable informa-
tion about the private baptism,
sometimes very little, and often nong
at all. Noldin gives a list of ques-
tions to be put to those who bring
the child to the font, but the offici-
ating clergyman will be the best
judge of the queries in a particular
case.
With regard to private baptism
given by midwives, T have heard a
very experienced priest say that he
“‘always baptized after women,”’ and
although- it is laid down by theolo-
gical writers that the testimony of
one witmess, even a woman, suffices
to establish 'the validity of a baptism
still as a rule the former is a sound
principle.l,o adopt. For it has to
be remenibered that, in general, pri-
vate baptism is given when confusion
and excitement reign supreme, and
when ‘the supposed danger to the life
of the infant causes hurry in admin-
istration.

In the case of baptism given By a
non-Catholic doctor there need not
be much ground for hesitations and
even when the medical man belongs
to the true fold, I think it may safe-
ly be laid down that there will not
be many instances in whth sufficient
doubt will ot arise to justify ‘the re-
baptism, sub conditione. For here
again we have the element of confu-
sion and a certain amount of strain
and divided attention, and even

in
the case of those who are well in-
structed there is a liability in = such

circumstances to make a mistake.
An irregularity is incurred, accord-
ing to Beoedict XIV., by anyone re-
baptizing even sub conditione, *with-
out just cause (Gury, 1082). This is
called by Genicot (No. 633) the more

common opinion, and the anndtator

of the Ratidgbon edition of Gury
states that the Sacred Congregation
of the Council reauired in such cases
a di tio ad However,
the opposite opinion is now solidly
brobable, and is supported by  the
modern ‘theologians and St. Alphon-
sus (No: 356), who extends the pro-
bability even to cases where: the con-

tal

 {POPE FLS X HONORS

A CATHOLIC  EDITOR,

Rev. D. S. Phelan, editor of the
Western Watchman, of St. Louis,
writing from Rome, gives: the fol-
lowing exceedingly interesting ac-
Count of his recent spocial audience
with Pope Pius X, :

Mgr. Kennedy, of the American Col-
lege, introduced me as ‘‘the oldest
Catholic editor in the United Stutes,
and the nestor of Catholic journal-
ism in America.”” The Holy Father
rose from his chair and stretched out
his hand in a way that scarcely per-
mitted me to knedl and in words
slow, deliberate and grave, blessed
my work, praved that it might bear
increasing fruit, and that I might
be given grace and strength to con-
tinwe in it along. At the close of
each short prayer 1 answered
“Amen.”” He did not permit me to
remaiif kneeling, and I told him that
‘the great numbers of Americans who
were visiting Rome every year were
impelled by the one desire of secing
the Holy Father, amd the multitude
of visitors from wcross the ocean
would increase rather than diminish:
and it be long before the
Catholics of the United States would
be more Roman
that the clergy of Ame-
rica had always had the profoundest
love for the

rum,”’

would not

than the Romans
themselves;

““Episcopus
but that
person of

Episcopo-
the
title
to their veneration, and hailed Pius
X.
He laughed out at this piece of plea-
santry,
long

they saluted in
His Holiness a new
as the ‘“parochus parochorum,”
as he prides himself o his
career as a parish priest. He is

fond of and
shows them the greatest ('urdlali’t{i}.
1 told the Holy Father that on the
following (ln; I \vmrid have the hon-
or of presenting to him _twenty Ame-
ricans, nearly all ladies, and mostly

very parish priests,

graduates of convent schools. He
said he loved Americans, and had
learned to admire the practical and
intelligent way in which they do

things. Me said they respectod law
and right, and that the liberties of
the Church were safeguarded for all
time in that country by wise legisla~
tion and a wholesome and just pub-
lic opinion. * * * When he spoke of
America and the thousands of miles
that separated it from Rome, he
looked: out; of the window as if long-
ing to' make tha journey. * * =
The Haly Father has a pair of
laughing eyes. There is a merry
‘twinkle in them that. does not sug-
gest mirth, much less roguishness,
but a world of fatherly and familiar
affability. He comes so near you, he'
speaks so kindly, he almost wraps
you about with his condescending in-
wi'cs‘t, and ome is tempted to
him with the hand, and kissirfg
ring becomes almost a self-locking
clasp. His eyes are always focused,
and he never for an instant secks ro-
lief in vacancy. Who has not ob-
served the calm, soft, berignant light,
of a father’s eye when in earnest conw
versation with a som or daugivter ?
All is trust and confidence. Such is
the expression of the Pope's coun-
tenance when speaking to or greeting
those presented to him. Cardinal
Satolli, comparing’ the present Pope
with his two immediate predecessors,
said to me a few days ago: ‘‘Pius X,
was a man who represented the great
heart of the Papacy; Leo XIII.
imperial mind, but Pius X. is  the
hands of the sovereign pontificate,
which m'(-,rywh(jr(' and always finds

touch
his

its

of presenting  about twunty Ameri-
cans to the Holy Father, ‘Lhtee were
@om St. Louis, four from Su. rYaul,
oue {rowm St. Joseph and others from
ditferent purts of the United States
and Canada. Ngr. Kennedy was to
have presented the last named, but
he asked we to asswme the duty. 1
had the vards of those to be pre
sented, and on each the particular re-
qQuest cach had to make of the Holy
Father., The first one presented was
a lady from Pittsburg, a Protestant
and the wife of a multi-millionaire.
To my surprise she had on her carw:
“Pray, Holy Father, that L may ob-
tain the grace of becoming a Catho-

lic.”” When I repeatied 'the request
the fate of Pius beamed with sur-
prise and delight, and he took her

both hands in his and prayed for her
conversion. The others wanted hjess-
ings for members of their families or
absent friends, and in every case the
Holy Father had an apt prayer ready
on his lips. You could almost hear
the hearts of those kmeeling suppli-
ants throb, so awed and excited were
they.
HONORS THE CATHOLIC PRE R
The Holy Father's attention to me

on these two occasions is the sur-

prise of the whole Papal entourage—

Mgr. Kennedy was very much as-
tonished at the Pope's reception of
me.  But there was nothing personal
in it. The Holy Father was honor-
ing the senior Catholic editor in
America, and in honoring him he

the entire Catholic
the United States. I shall
never forget the sceme, Pius X. hold-

meant to homor
press of
ing my hand in his, rising from his
chair and addressing to me the pray-
er spoken of above. Tt
toric pitture and deserving of com-
memoration on canvas. The Holy
Father recognizes that the most
fectual work done in the church to-
day is done by the Catholic journal.
Iny the past hundred years the pulpit
has beem. simply smothered in a babel

was an his-

of-

of discordant, strident, tempestuous
incrimination. the
few infidel thinkers of a century back
have been given millions of tongues
and the eddying echoes have created
a religious pandemonium. The Catho-
lic press appeared upod the scene
and abyss answered abyss, until the
voice of truth mow rings out louder
and clearer and with a challenging
note in every tome that tells of vfe-
tory and the peace that the sword
of truth has won. The guns of the
Catholic press are now shelling the
hills and woods and defiles where the
enemy formerly lurked, and there is
no reply, or a faint and desultory
ome, to their whistling missiles. The
Holy Father, as a man of action, and
one who has lived all his life among
men, recogniZes this, and he desired
to express his high appreciation that
he treated me as he has done. I ven-
ture the statement that before many
years the principal Catholic papers
of the United States will be as well
known over in Rome‘as they are in
America, and it is fot their lack of
merit, but the indifference of the con-
tinemtal press to  American Catholig
opinion that. they
krown now.

The slanders of

are not better
They are studying Eng-
lish at the Vatican, and with a know-
ledge of the language will come amn
interest in English Catholic journal-
ism.

Happiness is in simple things—a
cup of cold water, a kind word, a
bright smile, oy pledasant ““Good
morning,” and these cost ‘nothing.—
Mary Doran.

something good and kind to do.”
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MweToniC
IN THE SISTINE, CHAPEL!

A private létter from Rome, pub~
lished, in  The Western Watchman,
contains the following description of
an impressive ceremony in the fam~
ous Sistine Chapel, at the Vatican,
as witnessed by the writer:

In the first flush of my enthusiasm
1 write to tell you of the glorious
music we heard yesterday at the an-
niversary Requiem for Pope Leo XLIL
Only a limited number of tockets were
given, and we were fortunate enough

Lo be among the “favored few.”’ Ar-
riving) at the Vatican, we found tha
Swiss Quard doublod in number. We
passed on from  one to the other
with our invitations as passports.
At the given, time they gave the
word and every one was allowed to

pass up the stairs, which nuw yer four
flights L
of the S
ed through a line of soldiers in
brilliant

ore reaching the aute-room

istine Chapel, where we pass-
the
uniform designed
by Michael” Angelon,

long ago

W¢ were shown to fine seats, and ing

a fow minutes the difforent cardinals

with their attendants hegan to ar-

rive; real princes of the Church they
were in their magnificent robes, but
shining out and above all was the in-

tellectual bLeauty of  their patrician

laces.

Cardinal Rampolla was thera

in all his glory, a king among them,
Cardinal Sauolli, a slender figure, all
soml. Ambassadors

glistening in

brilliand, uniforms, footmen looking
like Walter Raleighs in kneo breéches,
velvet coats, deep lace cellars o Amd

stifl rufis

around their necks, nck
from gold chains hung the crest
of the Vatican, viz.: the tiara of
Peter; Knights of Malta, in whiter
and scarlet; from their shoulders
hung long circular velvet cloaks,

bearing on the lefy side a groat Mal-
tese cross of white,
When all

of the sanctuary opened.

were assembled

the door
A candinal
and priests, vested in black ana gold,
entared, passing the guard with shin-
ing silver helmmt, who never left hus
post during the ceramony. A
moments more of amnd
door opened again

few
tha
A cross-bearver,
carrying a golden cross, came,

silence

fol-
lowed by monsignori, atc., and lagh
of all cama His Holiness, magnificent,

in his rich robes of office, a pictures
of saintliness and humility,
ed bowed down with the
his office.

who seeme
greatness of
Over hjs robe of whita
he wore a scarlet cope welghted with
gold, on his head a silver mitre,
which boiulg_ removed, showed the
snowy skull cap, as white as his hair,
Four traintbearers carried the mighty
length of silk, velvet, and gold. After
kneeling a few minutes before the ale
tar, he mounted the red throne end
then we all knelt to the only King
we acknowledge on carth,

The scene was one of
splendoe. A glorfous chapel filled
with regal color, princes of the
Chuith and. earth gathered bemoath g
canopy of Michael Angelo’s Prophets
and Sybils, the
frescoe,

most superh

walls one unending
above the collected
brightness the unrivaled Sistine ckoig
led by the youthful Perosi,
a.guin‘, perhaps, shall we hwar
strains till we

and

Never
ek
pass beyond the cters

nal gates., The “Dies Irae’ was so
great that I could ha. cried aicud,
The verse “Rex Tremendao Majestar-

tis” burst out after  a minuw's
pause with giganfic volunp, The boy
sopranos, like angels, called
judgment, and the great. coliing hage
808 followed like . the moaning wingds,

That perhaps shell sigh like that

to

on
the last day because their task is
over,

"Sal\'e. me Fons pictatis’ came
from - all soft and pleading like
children might sing  to a.‘ merciful -
Father. Perosi part of the time
sang with them, and at the close,

resting' his eyes upon , the beautifu}
ceiling, smiled like aiz angel as he
listened to .the wonderful voices ha
swayed by his magic mon.%' No
organ, - no  accompamiment, only
voices, great, deep ones, silver e~
nors and the golden voices of the
sweet-faced little . boys who seemed
too young almost to read musie,
After Mass a catafalque covered
with gold cloth was carrled to  iLe
middle of tho chapel, and the Fope,
in a sweet, ‘strong voiee, sang . tho
blessing, ete., and then was sung the
“Libera,”  that  beautitul 1y |
mercy, in an exquisite setting.
all was over, we came down and




