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1. The Farmer’s Advoeate is published on the first and
fifteenth of each month.
1t is impartial and independent of all cli i
handsomely illustrated with original en Viu1 qglitar\doguprmi]e:é
the most profitable, practical and reliable information for
it:rmers, dairymen, gardners and stockmen, of any publication

2. Terms Of Subseription—$1.00 per year in advance : $1.25if in
arrears; sample copy European subscription, 6s.
o;- $1.50. New subscriptions can commence with any month.

8. Advertising Rates—Single insertion, 30 cents line. o
tractrates furnished on application. perlie. Coo

4. Diseontinuances—Remember that the publisher must be
notified by letter or post card when a subscriber wishes his
paper stopped. All arrearages must be paid. Returning
your paper will not enable us to discontinue it, as we cannot
find your name on our books unless your Post Office address
is given.

5. The Adgﬁogat_e t;s dsient, t,g subscribezsuuntil an explicit order is
receiv! or i scontinuance. ents of
must be made as required bv law. PRy rolrages

6. The Lavg’ lls, “t,‘%t‘ ﬁll subscribers to nedwspagers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid, and their
ordered to be discontinued. e i

7. Remittances 3nould be made direct to this office, either by

istered Letter or Money Order, which will be at our
risk. When made otherwise we cannot be responsible.

8. Always give the Name of the Post Office to which your paper
is sent. Your name cannot be found on our books unless
this is done.

9. The Date on your Label shows to what time your subscrip-
tion is paid.

10. Subseribers failing to receive their paper promptly and
regularly will confer a favor by reporting the fact at once.

1{1. We Invite Farmers to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For
such as we consider valuable we wil pag ten cents per inch
Prinbed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to

mprove the ADVOCATE, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots
or Vegetables not generally known, Particulars of Experi-
ments Tried, or Improved Methods of Cultivation are each
and all welcome, Contributions sent us must not be
furnished other papers until after they have appeared in
our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on receipt
of postage.

12. Replies to circulars and letters of en uiry sent from this

™" office will not be paid for as provided above.

13 No anonymous communications or enquiries will receive
attention. .

14. Letters intended for publication should be written on one
side of the paper only.

15. All communieations in reference to any matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to
any individual connected with the paper.

Address—
THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or

THE WILLIAM WELD CO..
LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA.
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the islands.
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Freeman’s Potato Contest for 1893.

‘ Last year when we reported the Freeman Potato
(‘011.test,, the proprietors of the fertilizers used
llOtlﬁefl contestants that they would again offer
the same premiums this season. It has again been
left with us to decide which of the competitors is
entitled to the premium for 1893.

The past summer has been very similar to that
of 1892, except that the drouth was more severe,
and for this reason the results were not as satis-
factory as they would have been had a more favor-
able growing season been experienced.

In testing the benefit to be derived from any
manure, be it stable manure or special fertilizer,
much depends on moisture. It does not matter
how rich the soil may be in plant food, or hosw
much manure in the most favorable state has been
applied, without moisture the growing plants can.
not, derive the necessary sustenance. Because of
the parched condition of the land during the long-
continued drouth of last July and \ugust, many
crops suffered to such an extent that yields were
terribly diminished. Potatoes aré perhaps more
susceptible to drouth than any of the hoed crops.
Just in the most critical stage of their growth the
dry weather was most severe; the fall rain came
too late to be beneficial. Under these circum-
stances we consider the yields in this contest very
good. When nature is not willing to fulfil her
part, there is the more need of artificial help, and
it is right here that the skill of the agriculturist
comes in. This contest proves that, with sufficient
shallow cultivation, by which the soil may be kept
moist,.and with a plentiful supply of plant food, in
the form of a reliable special manure, fairly gbod
results may be obtained, when the most unfavor-
able climatic conditions have to be contended
against.

Freeman’s Potato Manure is manufactured for
a specific purpose. 1t is composed of the elements
needed by the potato plant in all stages of its
growth, and is put up in the most soluble form, so
that it is ready to give nourishment as required.
It is thoroughiy reliable, having been tested by the
Government analyst, who ~attests to its high
fertilizing quality.  Another firm has endeavored
to push the sale of a manure which is altogether
inferior. Those intending to purchase a supply for
next season should see to it that they get the
genuine brand, with trade mark attached, as
given in our advertising columns.

The most successful competitor in this season’s
contest was Mr. M. J. Mullock, in the township of
East, Flamboro, in the County of Wellington, who
grew 347 bushels and 32 pounds upon one measured
acre of land. His soil was a sandy loam, which for
the three previous years had grown hay, which had
been cut and drawn from the field. The only
preparation that this land received was, that it
had been plowed six inches deep on the 3rd day of
June, 1893, just before planting. It had, however,
received a thorough working with a disk harrow,
which was run over the ground four times. The
drills were then marked three feet apart and three
inches deep, in which were planted 1,200 pounds of
seed, consisting of whole and half potatoes of
Rural New Yorker No. 2. Ofie thousand pounds
of Freeman’s Potato Manure was then applied in
the drills over the covered sets. The after culti-
vation consisted of three times cultivating with
Planet, Jr., and hand hoeing three times. The
ground in this case was kept nearly level. Very
favorable weather throughout June was ex-
perienced for starting the plants, but the extreme
drouth of July and August greatly lessened the
yield. September proved more favorable, and the
rains during this month revived the crop, which
was harvested on the 2lst and 22nd of October,
with the result mentioned above. The crop was
dug with forks by hand, five men being employed
in the work, who gathered, weighed and stored
them in the cellar. Mr. Mullock states that he
never before had so large a crop. He has already
disposed of a large quantity for seed.

The second largest vield was produced by Mr.
J. R. Hodgins, of the Township of Adelaide, of the
County of Middlesex. This acre consisted of a
sandy loam. on which the three previous crops had
been corn, to which eight loads of manure per acre
had been applied, in 1880, oats in 180} and hay in
1892. The ground was plowed in September, 1802,
harrowed with a common harrow twice and cul-
tivated May 12th, 1893. The ground was marked
four inches deep and thirty inches apart each way:
the sets planted in hills: 720 pounds of seed per
acre: two varieties planted were Kmpire State
and Green Mountain. In this case the seed was
cut two eves to the set, twelve days previous to
planting. This acre was planted May 20th, and the
plants appeared above ground the 8th of June.
One thousand pounds of Freeman's Potato Manure
was applied, of which 600 pounds was sown broad-
cast and 100 pounds placed around the hillse. The
after cultivation consisted of four times cultivating
with 2 horse hoe and hand hoeing twice and hilling
up with a plow. Very dry weather was experi-
enced throughout July, August and September.
The crop was harvested October Hth with potato
forks, and 160 bushels was the result.

The third most successful contestant was Mr.
Francis Peck, of the Township of Ameliasburg,
Prince Edward County, Ontario. His land was
chiefly clay loam, which had been in timothy and
Alsike clover two years, followed by peas. The
land was plowed on the 30tlyday of May, previous
to being planted and harrowed twice with an iron
harrow. The drills were made six inches deep and
thirty-six inches apart, and the seed was covered
two inches deep. Six hundred pounds of Free-
man’s Potato Manure was then applied in the
drills after the seed had been covered, and 400
pounds had previously been sown broadcast on the
land. In this case 643 pounds of seed was used, cut
two eyes to the set, the variety being Munro’s
Seedling. The after procedure included three
times cultivating with a_horse hoe, the drills kept
free from weeds by hand hoeing. In this section
the weather was very dry. There were only three
slight showers between the 15th of June and the
20th of August—at the latter date there was a
heavy rain. The crop was harvested on the 7th of
October with an Improved Junior Potato Digger,
the produce being 147 bushels and 14 pounds.
There was no sign of blight, but on account of the
dry weather a large proportion of the vines died
before August 20th. The others kept green until
digging, and from these the bulk of the crop was
produced. :

We have awarded the $50 prize to Mr. M. J.
Mullock.

The Poultry Exhibition.

The twentieth annual exhibition of the Poultry
Association of Ontario will be held in New Ham-
burg, Ont., Jan. 1st to 6th, 1804. .

This exhibition promises to be a grand success,
the officers having spared no pains to make the
show for 1894 the best on record.

The handsome sum of $1,500 is offered by the
Association in prizes, while in addition to this, those
interested in the work have come generously for-
ward and offered a large number of substantial
special prizes, which include consolation prizes for
exhibitors coming the longest distance east of
Toronto, and also to the one coming the longest dis-
tance west of London.

The annual meeting of the Association will be
held on Thursday, Jan. 4th, at 1 o’clock, for the
election of officers and general business. There
will also be an evening meeting. We regret that
we have not as yet received the programme. We
are, however, informed that a number of valuable
papers will be read and addresses, delivered by
prominent visitors and members, on subjects per-
taining to the poultry industry in all its branches.
All interested in poultry raising should make a
special effort to attend this exhibition. They will
find much to instruct them in all of the different
phases of the poultry interests, besides meeting
with live men from all over the country. Reduced
rates may be obtained on all railroads. The fare
will be from one and two-thirds to single fare, ac-
cording to the number who attend the exhibition.
Be sure and ask the agent at starting point to give
you a certificate stating you purchased a full-fare
single ticket, which, when signed by the secretary,
will enable the holder to obtain whatever reduced
rates are offered.

All exhibitors must become members of the
Association. Members' tickets will admit them at
any time during the exhibition.

Entry and membership fees must, be remitted to
the Secretary, Mr. Thos. A. Browne, London, with
entry form not later than Monday, Dec. 26th.
Entrv forms may be obtained from the secretary.
We congratulate the society upon having the most
complete, simple and concise entry form we have
seen, and one which we heartily recommend to
other associations.

Kxpress companies will charge full fare on
fowls to the exhibition, and will return them free
of (l;::-:h from the United States will be admitted
free of duty, provided that they are not, sold.

Exhibitors from a distance may send their birds
direct. to the exhibition, where they will be received
by the superintendent, and properly cared for, and
at its close promptly returned, or otherwise dis-
posed of, as the owner may direct.

Road Improvement.

The Canadian Institute has taken up the ques-
tion of road reform, and has passed a resolution
which reads as follows : —*That the Canadian In-
stitute, having followed the various steps which
have been taken in the past few years to awaken
an interest in road reform, and recognizing the in-
estimable benefit to the community arising from
improved and well-(-onst.ruvtml' rmul.s: be it re-
solved, that the Canadian Institute issue an in-

vitation to all persons interested in road reform to
meet in convention at an early date for the purpose
of forming a National Road Improvement. Associa-
tion,” L

Invitations will be issued shortly to all County
Councils, Farmers' Institutes, Dairymen’s Asrocia-
tions, Patrons of Industry, and others, asking
them to meet in Toronto early in February.
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