ad but just concluded her breakfast. She
fou however, that she had much wronged
this ¢ ung lady had

e her some | and
wher ne asked for he 1Al
who answered her modest summons said
that Miss Harman was out, but had left di.

was to be

ious that if a lady called
asked to wal

Charlotte was taken up to Miss Harman’s

wn private sitting-room, where, after stir-

he fire and furnishing her with that

ug's Times, t ervant left her

Mrs, Home was glad of this, She drew
her comfortable easy-chair to the fire, placed

feet upon the neat brass rail, closed her
ves and tried to fancy herself alone, Had
ier father lived, such comforts as these
would have been matters of every.day oc-
urrence to her, Common as the air she
breathed would this grateful warmth be
o ber thin limbs, this delicious easy-
Lair to her aching back. Had her father
ived, or had justice been done, in either
€ would soft ease have been her portion,
started from her reclinivg position and
1round the room. A parrot swung
lazily on his perch in one of the windows,
Tw auaries sang in a gilded cage in the
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How Harold and Daisy would love |shall have more for belping me with the|dit was, that all communication must
e hir Ju ver her head wasa very | next,” cease between my father’s family and hers
beautifully-exceuted portrait in oils of a| Mrs, Home felt her heart beating. How On the day she renewed it the money would
little child, most likely Miss Harman in her {much she needed, how keenly she longed cease to be paid. My mother was young, a
X for t ensily earned money. “I1 must| widow, and alone ; she accepted the condi
not think of it,” she said, however, shaking | ti and the money wae faithfully paid to
her head. “I confess I want money, but I her until the day of her death, 1 was te
must earn it elsewhere. I cannot come|young to remember my father, and I only
here. My husband will only allow me t« 1 this story al m on my mother’
t do %0 on a certain conditic I caunot -bed ; then for the first time I learne
Jus even tell you the condition—certainly I'that we might have h, that we were
lerly gentle- | cannot fulfil it, therefore I cannot come.’ in a measure meant to enjoy the good thing
ywed Oh! but that is exeiting. Do tell it to| which money can buy.” My mother had
me."” educated me 'well, and you may be quite
“If I did, you would be the first to say I|sure that, with income of one hundred
must never come to this houseagain ¥~ |and fifty pounds a year this could only be
“T am quite sure you wrong me there, 1|done by practising the strictest economy, 1
may as well own that I have taken a fancy to | was accustomed to doing without the pretty
vou, Tama spoiled child, d I always|dresses and things which come as natu
have my own wa My present way is to|rally to other girls as the air they breathe
have you here in this snug room for two or| [n my girlhood, I did not miss these thing
f|three hours daily—vou and 1 wi in | but at the time of my mother's death, at
t, |secret over something grand. I always get|the time the story first reached my ears, I
h had once beer 1, but was | my way, =0 your conditions must melt into | was married, and my elds st child was borr
er, dvep-set eyes and a shrewd, | air.  Now, what are they A poor man had made m. a poor girl, hi
face, Miss Harman ad-|  «Dare I tell her " thought Mrs, Home, | Wile, and, Miss Harman, ]l" me tell you
'l they con- | A1,ud she said, “ The conditions are th : wives and mothers do long for money
one another| 1.t tell yon a story,a story al longing with them is scarcely selfish, it
erceiving Mms. | yo1f—and——and others ™ ’ < s for the beings dearer than themselves.
ger man was nd I love stories, especially when they I'here is & ]-{m|; "i\“l,ti words in *fll'll}‘ﬂ.f‘
T happen in real life.” your little child what you know is for tha

\ !

| K up a k h 1 come t
withdrew. Mrs. Home had hare

alize that this elderly m

y drew near Tt T
pened,and Charlotte Harn

ter

by tw gentlemen, came

houldered

BReC ROSR. ponte night | 43 iss Harman don't tempt me. 1 want [¢hild’s good, but yet which you cannot give
i He entered the |y, tel] you, but I had better nat ; you had |ecause of your empty purse ; there "“l“'“h
room X 8t Y | better let m away. You are very happy | B s¢¢ing your hus and shivering in too thir

ot prietor-| now are you not 1" “la m b inv‘! winter nights, You know

I “What trange woman you are, Mrs, |Rothing of such thi 1ay you never know

AL aid the young lady, | fome 1 an hanoy.? them ; but they hav e quite through my

o e ) | Home y 1 am happy. heatt hitte it yit.  Well, that i

Ju y her visitor and coming You won't like my story, Itis le | heart, quite, q g that i

forwa g hands with her at once, | voy may 1ot be happy after you have heard | 1Y $tory : not much you 11 say, after all

¥ ected you hope you have not o [ might have @en rich, [ am poor, that is
ted long, J t ¥ bat isa very unlikely possibility, How | WY story Miss 1 .

TS, | car ale of anabsolute stranger affect my It inte fiss Harmar

L0 | happiness 1" Th words were said eagerly | ‘‘raving a K t interests me

,‘" ttle 1 lefiantly - reatly ity nimy Xpressing

my real feeling yur father wasa

ruel and unjust n

But Mrs. Home's face had now become
grave, and there was such an eag
frightened look in her eyes, that he
t hanged. After all what was
tale 7 A myth, doubtless ; 1
hear it now

“I accept the risk of my happiness |

imperil s
b

y half-brothers
u't believe that

e ubelieve thero wis foul play ?
ting—ifs0,if you can proveit
ted yet. Are your half

and
hey

" she said. I choose to }
tale—I aw ready.”
‘But I may not choose to tell,”
ther Cl te
“1 would make you. You have
—begun in such & way that you mus
ish,”
all our| “Isthat s0 " replie
,look- | light was

yu have proof that you

re unjustly treated 1"
f, no proof whatever

“1 hay

av

aome lunch together

i
Miss Harman, 1 have only suspicions,
wards we can talk s

“Oh! you will tell .ue what they are 1

Mrs. Home. The

ite finisl

A aid the ricl “un.,; more and m re eager in| o« on they amount to very little, and yet
% ane o her eyes. She said to herself, The die is || fee] them to be certainties. On the night
poor ot e rang the bell I cast There rose up before her a vision of

before my father died he told my mother

.f,r. Mrs. Home had time reply, a | her children—of her husband’s thin face, that she and I would be comfortably off ;

ting little meal was ordered to b erved | Her voice trembled.

o . |he al aid that he wished that 1 and his
without delay : ' [, ‘“Miss Harman—I will speak—you won't le daughter, that other Charlotte he
1 e e with my publishers this |interrupt me § led her, should w up together as sis-

¥ Aare “No, but lunch is on the table, You|
v tale | must eat something first.”

# Harman, “ 1
Y Wi
leted “ls I cannot wi hat story in |}

t

morning,” said M
- they leve

. My father was a good man, his mind
ot wandering at all, why should he on

ath-bed have i this if he knew that
had made suchan unjust will, if he knew
#aid the | that he had left my mother and her little
r Charlotte. “Well, 0 be it.” She|child without a sixpence 1"

et

1 " u
h the | prospect ; to eat would choke me ”
may | “What a queer tale it must be !”
1ary

seated Lerself in a chair at a little distance| « yeo

" said Miss Harman slowl nd
“I dare sa lone, ered | from Mrs. Home, fixed her gaze thous hvfnlv\ ..]{ looks ‘\_‘rll”::" il A
Mrs. Home aking In a tremu.- |ing fire, and said, “I am ready, I After this for a few moments both these

lous voic

yubt you will work |interrupt vou,
hard and have it ready—

\ young women were silent, Mrs, Home's

ut—I regret |  The poor Charlotte, too, looked at the eves again sought the fire had told her
it much, I have come to-day to say I cannot | fire llmr.n,: the entire telling of the tale| i “{he exc iteme ;u was over, and a 111111
take ion you haveso kindly offered nl.- ther of these young women glanced at ‘1,_"‘,;” ,‘.‘,,,. 1.‘14 k over h:r face, ‘(')m»l‘.m.
me.” the other, b7 el oo el Lot
‘But why 1" eaid Mise Harman,” “why | ¢ It is my own story,” began Mrs, Home; ”m“j > ‘.,.]I‘:l:):“ i ‘“,i‘:]"“,:,- “Lf ;l‘ ‘\lu.:].l.x”l‘}‘:i
Some color came i her cheeks as she |then she paused, and continued, “My father oD “,]_ ‘,,f Ilwx TAY : :‘ wed, and a faint
added, “T don’t understand you. I thought |dicd when I was two years old.  During my I gty ‘“ ," her y lu-:'k: Af‘..‘ a time
you had promised. I thought it wasall ar- | father’s lifetime I, who am now so poor, | i 4 b /
ranged yesterday had all the comforts that you must have had,
r tone was a little baughty, but how | Miss Harman, in your childhood. He died,
well she used it ; how keenly Mrs. Home | leaving my mother, who was both young and | {1 room just now, that younger gentleman
felt the loss of what she was resigning | pretty, nothing, She was his second wife. | [ am to be his wife before long—he is
“I did promise you,” she said ; “1 feel ‘&-‘ur five years she had enjoyed all that his | jawy ‘ru may I tell him your lll:l" et
you have a right to blame me. It is a|wealth could purchase for her. He died,| g’ 0 - '€l Bl your
msiderable loss to me resigning your situ- | leaving her absolutely penniless. My mother o, 10, ot for worlds.” Here Mrs.
tion, but my husband has asked me to do|was, as I have said, a second wife, llv‘!“"“"' i her excitement rose to her feet.
s0. 1 must obey my husband, must I|fatherhad two grown-up sons. These sons| ..\ ave told the story, forget it now, let it
not 1" | had quarrelled with him at the time of his|* “_‘;“. Ly N 1
“Oh ! yes, of course, But why should |marrying my young mother ; they came to hat a very strange Woman you are,
he ! Heisa clergyman, is he not?|see him and were reconciled on his death- '“r"',!l”"'" T'must say I cannot understand
Is he too proud 1—I would tell uo one. All{bed, He left to these sous every penny of [YOU
in this house should consider you simply as| his great wealth, The sous expressed sur-| You will never uncerstand me. But it
o friend. Our writing would be just a sccret | prise when the will was read. They even |does not matter, we are not likely to meet
between you and me.  Your husband will | blamed my father for so completely forget- [again. Isaw you for the first time yesterday,
¢ in when you tell him that.” ting his wife and youngest child. They |l love you, I thank you. You are a rich
“He is not in the least proud, Miss|offered to make some atonement for kim. |and prosperous young lady, you won’t be too
Harman—not proud I mean n that false| During my mother’s lifetime they settled | proud to accept my thanks and my love.
way."” {on her three thousand pounds; T mean|Nowgood-bye.”
*Then I am not umnf you money |the interest, at five percent, on that sum.| “No, you are not going in that fashion,
enough—of course thirty shillings seems too | It was to return to them at her death, it was|I do not see why you should go at all ; you

€0
she sai

“I should like to help you to get your
rights. You saw that gentleman who left

little ; T will gladly raise it to two Inuun«b [not to descend to me, aud my mother mygl | have told me yourstory, it only proves that
a week, and if this book succeeds, you|ouly enjoy it on one condition. The colt|you want money very much, there is nothing




