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Contagious Abortion—Its Cause, 
Treatment and Prevention

At the request of a subscriber, who 
is unfortunate in that his dairy herd 
is afflicted with contagious abortion, 
we herewith publish a treatise on con­
ic gious abortion which appeared in 
tue columns of The Canadian Dairy­
man several months ago.

Contagious abortion is, probably, 
one of the most dreadful diseases to 
which dairy cows are liable. It! 
also occurs, but less frequently, 
among sheep, goats, pigs and horses. 
As its name implies, this is a conta­
gious disease caused by the introduc­
tion into the vagina of the female of 
specific bacteria, which, after a cer­
tain time, causes the pregnant female 
to drop her foetus. The same may oc­
cur with every female in the stable if 
proper steps are not taken to prevent 
it.

It is not an easy matter to know 
when you have got contagious abor­
tion or simple abortion to ueal with. 
Several cows may abort in the same 
stable at the same time and yet it may 
not be contagious but due to the pres­
ence in the feed of ergot of rye, a 
fungus which causes females to 
abort. This abortion is accompanied 
by fever and, after a while, by other 
symptoms, common to "Ergotism.”

SYMPTOMS

cows; (6) By stable litvir and liquid 
manure from infected stables being 
allowed to remr.in where healthy ani­
me 1s can come in contact with them.

Keeping these in mind, the careful 
fa 1 mer will ascertain (1) Whether the 
herd from which he is buying is free 
from the disease; (2) That any man 
who has been attending on diseased 
cows shell change all clothing used 
during such attendance, and, also, (3) 
The veterinary sugeon will do this if 
alive to his responsibility, besides 
carefully disinfecting his arms before 
operating on a fresh case; (4) The 
stud bull, where strange cows are al­
lowed to come to him, should be dis­
infected from time to time by the 
same injection (half to two per cent. 
Zenoleum or carbolic acid) into the 
prepuce ; (5) All discharges from in­
fected animals, together with stable 
litter and liquid manure, should be 
burned or buried in quicklime.

Where there has been an outbreak 
of contagious abortion, the medicinal 
treatment for the protection of those 
cows not affected, and also those that 
have aborted 01. former occasion of 
the disease, is to give carbolic acid, 
16 to 30 drops, according to size of 
animal, in the drinking water, twice 
a day for a week, and then cease for 
a week and continue thus for several j 
months before parturition. Tl.e third 
and seventh months are the most fre­
quent months for abortion to occur.

It is also claimed that this treat-
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The road horse in Ontario is repre­
sented b; the standard-bred. This 
bleed is an American product. Every 
other breed of any note in our country 
has been originated in foreign lands, 
and has been introduced here by im­
portation. But the standard bred has 
been originated, improved and brought 
to its present high standard by Amer­
ican enterprise. Speed at the trot­
ting and pacing gaits has always been 
an outstanding feature in the develop­
ment of this horse. That great suc­
cess has crowned the effort, is attest­
ed by the fact that to-day there is no 
breed of horses in the world can com­
pete with him in either of the gaits 
just mentioned.

The rules regarding registration 
are different from those of any of the 
other breeds. Many standard bred 
horses have been registered that were 
not born in the purple, provided their 
more immediate ancestors were regis­
tered and they themselves have prov­
ed their ability to go in 2.30, or bet­
ter, and provided they have produced 
two among their progeny with the 
same degree of speed. Standard bred 
horses become eligible for registra­
tion. Consequently Worses of many 
different types have been registered 
largely because of performance and

The first symptoms of contagious 
abortion are swelling of the udder, 
congestion and redness of the vagin­
al mucous membrane, and discharge 
of a foul smelling matter. Abortion 
occurs within a few days after the ap 
pearance of this discharge. The fœ­
tus is generally born dead. The dis­
charge often continues some time af­
ter the abortion, in consequence of 
which the cow may suffer from con­
tinued bad health and may become
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If the cow has already started to 

abort, no treatment will be of any 
avail to stop the act, but, having 
aborted, all discharges and the foetus 
should be carefully collected and 
burned and the stall and the whole 
stable thoroughly disinfected. Quick­
lime is a good agent for this purpose, 
us besides being efficient, it neither 
taints the milk nor diminishes the 
value of the manure. Wash the geni-l 
tal organs of the patient with a half 
to two per cent, solution of carbolic 
acid, and inject some of the same sol­
ution into the uterus and vagina at 
least once daily until the discharge 
from vagina ceases. Remove all preg­
nant cows to another stable, or, if 
possible, turn them cut to grass and 
away from any contact with the in­
fected animals. As a precaution, their 
external genital organs should be 
washed with the same disinfectant 
before turning out or placing in new 
surroundings.

The aborting cows are not much af­
fected in health. The uterus is the 
only organ that is affected by the 
disease and that usually soon yields 
to injections as described. The affect­
ed cows should not be bred again 
until all discharge from vagina has

PREVENTION

owner. Unless the germ of the dis­
ease is present, no amount of filth or 
neglect can cause it. It, therefore, fol­
lows that the great aim should be to 
prevent its appearance on the farm. 
How can this be done? The various 
mediums by which the germ can be 
carried are: (1) By cows purchased 
from infected places ; (2) Attendants 
of infected cows; (3) Veterinary sur­
geons who have removed an after­
birth from an infected cow, and thus 
carried it to another stable ; (4) Bulls, 
in serving cows not fully recovered 
and thus carrying germs to health 1

The Road Horse
A very typical utility road horse, not enough style for showing.

ment will lend I" prevent joint ill, 
or navel ill, in the progeny of females 
thus treated. The bacteria of the two 
diseases are claimed to be the same 
but it is doubtful if it has been con­
clusively proven to be so.

It is always well to look upon any 
case of abortion as suspicious, unless 
the cause of same is known. Preven­
tion is always better than cure. After 
every outbreak of contagious abort­
ion, the whole stable, that is, stalls, 
walls, ceiling and floor, should be 
thoroughly disinfected before return­
ing the animals to them.—8. R.

Hat Helped the Farmers.—The dairy 
industry has put the farmers of this 
section on their feet. Twenty years 
ago, 76 per cent, of my trade was done 
on a credit basis. Now 76 per cent, of 
it is done on a cash basis. A merchant 
in a splendid farming section near Ro­
chester, N.Y., where the fa- mers do not 
gq in for dairying extensively told me 
recently that nearly all his trade was 
done on a credit basis. The beauty of 
dairying lies in the fact that farmers 
receive their cheques every month.— 
7 R. Uargavel, M. L. A., General Mer­
chant and ftfarmer, Leeds Co., Ont.

ability to produce performers. As a 
result of th*., composite breeding no 
very définit-, type has as yet been es­
tablished.

From the racing standpoint speed 
and stamina ure the only requisites. 
Many road horses have lots of the for­
mer quality. They can show great 
bursts of speed, but have not the 
staying powers to go a mile. Conse­
quently they are utterly useless as 
race horses, and not much use for any 
purpose. In the show-ring, however, 
we look for good conformation, and 
style, coupled with at least a fair 
amount of speed.

NOT FOR THE WEALTHY ALONE

It is generally acknowledged that 
the breeding of this horse with the 
view of producing extreme speed is a 
hobby for the man of wealth. The 
average farmer might better confine 
his breeeding operations to some line 
where the element of chance would 
not be quite so much in evidence. 
When we consider the rare combina­
tion of qualities which go to make a 
good race horse, we can readily un­
derstand that only a veiy small per 
centage of the horses bred, even under

the most favorable conditions, ever 
become valuable for racing purposes. 
However, altogether aside from racing 
the road horse is in demand. The 
farmer whee tastes run that way, 
need not be discouraged for he is al­
ways reasonably sure of a good price 
tor an animal wit* quality and speed 
enough to make him an attractive 
gentleman’s driver. Such a horse 
must have good conformation, a styl­
ish appearance, and at least a fair 
amount of speed. The ability to go 
in three minutes ought to be expect­
ed of any high-clast road horse. If 
he can be trained to go in 2.30 or bet­
ter his value will Le increased by 
hundreds as his record is reduced by 
seconds.

AN UNREASONABLE PREJUDICE 
Many people are prejudiced against 

the standard bred horse because in 
I their minds he is always associated 
I with rat ing. This prejudice is un­
reasonable because (while he is al­
lways to the fore on the race track) 
Ihe also fills his place as a utility 
I horse, and does as much of the useful 
• and necessary work of the country as 
perhaps any other breed. Practical­
ly all the driving is done by him ; the 
liveryman, the commercial man, the 
doctor and the agent, in fact every 
man, who wants the best driver he 
can get, looks to the standard bred 
for such a driver. The man who has 
had the most experience in driving 
will nearly always admit that for a 
horse to go every day, and all day, on 
all kinds of roads, and in all kinds of 
weather, the standard bred has no su­
perior, if he has an equal. Some may 
object to this statement and think 
that an exception ought to have been 
made for the thoroughbred horse. 
But, while we all freely admit that for 
speed at his own gait as well as cour 
age and stamina, the thoroughbred 
has no equal, yet his special gait is 
utterly unsuited to harness work.

The older the pig grows the more 
food will it take to make a pound of
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