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SUN LIFE ASSUBANCE COMPANY OF CANADA.

The Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada
enjoyed in 1904 a similar favourable experience to
that of several other life companies operating in
the Dominion, its business for the past year having
been decidedly in advance of those in any previous
year in the Company's history,

Life assurance companies are brought by the
very nature of their business into such intimate
association with the general economic conditions
of the country as to be one of the gauges by which
those conditions are indicated. Whether insurance
be a form of trade or not, is held to be a debateable
question, but it is manifcst that when trade is pros-
perous insurance shares in the benefits conferred
thereby on the community at large,

The company's income last yvear was derived
from the following sources, premiums, including
renewals, $3.443.407; annuities, $250,943; accident,
$137; thriit premiums, $92,81; interest, $729,207;
rents, $17.357; profit on sale of securities, $22,383,
the aggregate income less reassurances being $4,-
501,930, Lhe disbursements were, death claims,
$755.187 ;. matured endowments, $230,230; annuity
payments, $80,357; cash profits paid to policy-
holders, $117,238; surrender values, $r83,308; cx-
pense account, $383 448 commissions, $590,377;
these, with other outlays incident to the business,
made the total disbursements of $2,488,784, which,
being deducted from $4.561.936, the total income,
left $2,073,152, as the Surplus  of income over Dis-
bursements. The total assets on 31st December
last are stated to have been $17,851,700, of whiksh
$8,641,579 is made up of bonds, $2,253,303 of stocks,
$2,529,100, mortgage loans, $1,477.808, loans of the
company's policies, $1,1460,643, real estate owned,
including the .Company’s buildings, $543,250 loans
on banks and stocks, and the balance consists of
cash in hand and in banks, and amounts of various
kinds due to the company,

The liabilities comprise, reserves on life policies,
according to the Hm. table with 4 per cent. inter-
est on policies issucd prior to 31st December, 1899,
and 3% per cent. on those issued thereafter, $15,-
204,247 annuity reserves, $000,738; these two ac-
counts, less $2,021 reserves on policies reassured,
and miscellaneous items of $280,050 make a total
of $16,572,314. The difference between this amount
and the total assets is $1,270.446, which sum repre-
sents the surplus over all liabilities, except capital,
According to the Dominion Government standard
the net surplus over all labilities and capital stock
is §1,752,755

The Sun Life of Canada has now life assurance
in force to extent of $85,327.002, which exceeds the
total at end of 1903 by $0.646,473, and surpasses the
amount in 1896 by $47,130,772,

E CHRONICLE,

The directors may well consider that all interested
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in the Company are to be congratulated upon
position which is revealed by the statement |
1004. :

M. J- C. Stanton, Jr., is manager of the City
Montreal branch which , contributed a large quot
in the volume of business for 1904.
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HISTORIC CONFLAGRATIONS,

The following list of conflagrations which are o

record as having occurred in England, Canada, Unit.
States, Belgium, Germany, Norway, South Afric,
Newfoundland and  Australia was compiled by M,
John B. Laidlaw, for the paper read before the Insur-
ance Institutes of Toronto and Montreal. A remark.
able feature in the schedule is the absence of any re-
cord of conflagrations in the 18th century.  There is
a blank between 1666 and 1833, during which 10
years doubtless conflagrations took place of which the
The United States fires in
above list amount to $403,776,000, those in England,
$116,500,000, in Canada, $53,100,000, in Europe,

843,600,000, in Newfoundland, $5,000,000 :

records are not available,

Place. Date. Acreage Loss.
Burned over.
London, Eng.........Sept. Ist to ®th. 1666..436  £18,000,000
New York, U8 A.....Dec. 16th, 1835, ..., 60 $15,000,000
Hamburg, Germany... May 4th, 1842....... 300 £ 7,000,000
Liverpool, EngiecesoeoBepti, 1942., .ceeereree. & 700,000
Quebee, Que. . we.May 28th, 1845..,. ¥ R e v
New York, U8 A.....duly 19th, 1845 . 20§ 6,000,000
St. John's, Nfid oJune Oth, 18460000 v0ee £ 1,000,000
|{ru-kl)‘n_ BNeve i Sept. 0th, 1848.. ..... 15 N T
St. Louis, Mo.......... May 18th, 1849, ..... ..., BaSsivassss
San Franciseo, Cal.... Dec. 24th, 1849., wees  $ 1,250,000
Sacramento, Cal...... Nov. 12th, 1852.......... & 5,000,000
toronto, Canada...... April 7th, 1849, , $ 500,000
San Francigeo, Cal.... May 3rd, 1851. .......... $ 3,500,000

San Francisco, Cal....June 22ud, 1851,
Montreal, Canada..
Gateshead, England. ..
London, England......June 22ud, 1561 ........

£ 3,000,000
$ 5.000,000
£ 1,000,000
£ 1,000,000

Portland, Maine....o.July 4th, 1866 ...vuevue.  $10,000000
dersey City, N.J......c Aog. 19th, 1856......... § 2,000 000
Antwerp, Belgium..., Aongust, 1866.. ., ... 0000 § 1,500,000
Quebec, Que..ooioi.Oct. 1th, 1866, . ,,...300 $ 3,000,000

$ 3,000,000
$ 3,000,000
$ 3,500,000
8 2,500,000

Albany, N.Yuooooos o 188Boceese sosees covs soes
Charleston, 8.C.......

Philadelphia, Pa
Chieago, 111,

Sept. 4th, 1870,

Chicago, Il .., « Oct. 9th, 1871.... 2,600 $165,000,000
Chicago, I.voevaenss July 14th, 1874 $5,000,000
Boston, Mass........ ..Nov 0th, 1872, £75,000,000
St Hyacinthe, Que.... Sept. 3rd, 1876 .. $ 1,250,000
St Johns, Que........June 18th, 1876, . 1,000,000
St John, NoBe oo oo June 200h, 1877,. $15,000,000
Quebee, Que....s.o...June 8th, 1881, $ 2,000,000
Lynn, Mass. .... ««Nov, 260h, 1889
Spokane, Wa: « August, 1889, ,, $ 4,800,000

Seattle, Wash. ...,
Boston, Mass..
Boston, Mass, . o« Mar. 10th, 1893, ,...4.

Kt John's, Nfid.......July 8th, 1892........1

Milwaukee, Wis.o....Oct. 28th, 1892.,..... 46
Nottingham, England.Nov, 17th, 1894 '
Pittshurg, Paiiereooo. May, 1897........
Windsor, Nova Scotia..Oct. 17th, 1897, ... ... 1560
London.cives «ovees o Nov. 19th, 1897..... 4 SUEREES 490
Melbourne, Australin, . 1897...0 .00 veneniess 5 8 4,000,000
Sunderland, England..July 18th, 1808.........., £ 800,000
New Westminsier,B.C.8ept. 10th, 1808, 0000 vers  venvensonn.
Hull and Ouawa.... .. April 24th, 1900... ....800 7,800,000
Antwerp, Belginm....June 5th, 1901., .. 6 3,100,000
Montreal .......v00ue.Jan, 23rd, 1901 b 8,000 000

$ 6,626,000
$ 4,000,000

$3,000,000
". '2._.:{0.().,;1;u.i
$ 700,000

CLLLERLIE

$ 1,500,000

Jacksonville, Florida  May 3rd, 1901,, vas 10,000,000
Sydney, Nova Scotia..Oct. 9th, 1901....,.., 8 ‘ 400,000
Paterson, N.J.........Feb, 8th, 1902.,...... 6,000,000
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