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went down in infamy on the animal iHe at 
last. This animal force, in my view, ha* to 
be reckoned with until life's close. I’ .* nor 
an initial danger merely, but 
lows some men till life’s end, 
high levels of character are reached there 

of skill in guidance. Wipd represents a be collapse here. Witnes Noah ; wit-
more powerful agent, and happy the sailor ^ » witness David. I think, there-
who can always guide his boat midst the !ore*11 ** not nor «ureeable with caper- 
swirling storms. Steam can scald as well as ,cnce’ 10 mume Rmerally that the coarser 
push, and only experts d ire use it. Highest an,msl P^1,0,ie arc *<*>n or easily overcome,
ol all is elecincity. And he who controls ” *>r. Hillis seems to imply. Nor have

My attention has been drawn to this 'bat •obtle, invisible, almost omnipotent tkcse dangers to be considered as limned to
question by a very able tract lately written force, must be an expert indeed. There are the early stages ol Christian life : they have
by Dr. Newell Dwight Hulls. Anything five thousand men that can guide the ox to be reckoned with all the way.
that Dr. Hulu writes is worthy of attention, wheie there is one man who can guide the . 1 "vn' er* * 'hink Dr. Hillis illustra- 
He is a man whose genius cannot very well electric current Not otherwise is it in the **.on* , v,tw are not ln his usual, con-
be defined II 1 were to try to sum him up Christian life. It may be easy to subdue vincing style. Because the ox is more easily
in a word I would say that above all things the foices that make lor gluttony and drunk- controlled than the horse, and the horse
he is brilliant. Every page he writes spar*- ness and theft ; but tt is not easy to meet morc ea*'ly than the wind, and the wind
les with illustrations, and sometimes hese norm with calm, to meet ingratitude with niore easily than steam, and steam more
are almost too dazzling ; lor an excess of forgiveness, to meet slander and hatred with essl ? than electricity. Dr. Hillis seems to
light dazzles as well as illuminates, as the forbearance and pity. The higher one
•un obscures more than he reveals when he cl|mbs toward the level of Jesus Christ, the 
blots out the stars. Dr Hulls has such a mvre difficult the task.” 
store of illustrations, derived from history, Now 1 may be wrong, but I have had just 
biography, and science, all ready to his the contrary idea. 1 have had the idea that
hand, that even a dull subject in his hands the beginnings of the Christian life are the
becomes interesting. most difficult Is not the mam dffijulty to

1 have read nothing of this sifted author make a start ? A fat. start once made, is it
which, on the whole, pleases me mure than not easier to go on 1 I think this law w 11
the tract referred to. It is entitled, “What hold in must other things Take any study,
is it to be a Christian ?" ln this tract there or any trade, or any profession, or any spec-
is more sound philosophy, and less illustra- ial line of conduct that is new to us. or uk ; o
lion, than u»ual. In a short compass the some, or difficult, and are not the beainmnus P?,,en5* ®r Scripture supports Ur. Hillis 
author gives us really a philosophy of Chris- the hardest f Does not case come with use *‘CkW’ 1 th,nk h,s iHustration, beautiful though
uanity of greater value than many large and and experience, and hahn ? What is diffi- “ 18 °Vt °* p a“* ,n !n? judgment, be
more pretentious works. 1 think this tract cult at first becomes comparatively easy comm'u lhe Infold mistake of placing the
rou-1 c,ear tbe way of many earnest enquir- later on To proceed along the same line R!1"? paf810118 ln lhe lm,lal lta8cl of the
•rs who are seeking to know what genuine on which we have once started would surelv thr,8l,jn ll'e’ and ,n supposing that these
Christianity really is. While the stress is seem less difficult than to start on some new pasl,ons ,re “®l*»tively easy to over
laid upon life rather than doctrine, it is no untrodden path. And if this is so in the C°?e* . ,
mere morality that is insisted on, but the usual affairs ot life 1 think it is not less, but k 2>l>eaain8 of illustrations, I may use one
very Christ spirit and the Christ lue. Such perhaps more so, in practical Christianity. k re of my own. in icfvrence to the view I
sentences as these are golden : “The dis- For here we enter on a set of h .bits and « ? l° uphold j lhat '»•lhat lhe
ciples of Christ had no idea about an insptr- duties not only foreign to our natural bias s,a8ci of the Christian life are the most
ed Bible because the New Testament was but contrary to it ; and it might surely be dlfficu . 1 noUccd 'be other day a railway
not written. They knew nointng about a expected that the initial difficulties would be îl*” l° loadcd ra',waX wa8on*
craed, for thcvlogy had not yet taken its the hardest to surmount. So much for the He f\ushcd Wllh * J?,s ml8hti but the wagon
rise. They were not faithtul to a church, general principle. would not move. Then a third man came
for the church was not yet organised ; but But then look •» an..:.i j o; ’f'b a 8l,c* which he applied as a lever to.he, were fruitful .o Chm, . Pc’„o„! which Dr Hllh. c 'e ùln .l oL« nd .'Tk °'k *• uniled
Therelore, .he, were Ch,“Form, which he deem, « eat, " overcome "it d°,h L “ T V* "I1”1" len*,h
«..el,, il » nui necessary .o know in order may be easy," he savs "lo mbduê ih. nujvcd'lh"ukh *«7 But the
to be. Life goes bclore knowledge.” - Chru- force, that make fur aluiinn.' ,n!i n,, L*h e “ ,brï*1110 move lh= 'bird man dropped 
tianil, «imply leprenem, an extension ol the neat and iheli." I h*, was what nulled me lh "*° ",°l only k"‘' 11 *olnl- but
laws ol God into the soul's higher realm." ud sharp. Easv to suhdue ih#. .nm «1 * quickly increased its sp.-ed. Vet y soon the
•‘When a traveller has turned toward the sions I This is^new light to me "*It mav 8eCOIV1 man droPPe^ and then the first
South we must not suppose he has reached be ea>v uerhaos for Dr Hiiii L. ?*! kfpt !l 8°,ng w,lh vcrX 8,|ght effort.
Iha. land of tropic liuiie and flower». Per- with his vivid fmaeinauon h. ml M ,Urf ^ *rld 1 thought lhat wai a picture of lh.

ssr- - -—- - ï F sa ssswp* . . ertbes them as “elect according to the fore- ......................

J&zzrszpirzzri1.™ sssrjr bivtn°*™“ -■'•««<-•not going directly to criticise il ; I am not necessary 10 warn them again,t ih! "fl îhi» f- 'a ^ ”7 P'on,,unced ln lhe ,lce 1 hare
ao eery, sure ol ey ground to do ,o ; but I lus., ih.f ,g„„,t .he Wul ” A, a mat* bT’h’iÙT ^I - ‘nidi ‘° 'm‘
may preaent an alternative new io that of ter of fact ihm m n»n .. û V"1*1 Ur. H Ilia. 1 would like if others would aay Dr. Hnlia, and invite others to judge a, they ar“m Xe, !h. îi* "here lheV lhi"k-he truth re.ll, lie. For
which ta the correct one. I shall first give imal side ol ihcïr nature «M ,L! Ti ‘h? this n no barren theory, but a matter of prie-
the words in which p,. Hi.li. develop, “hi. Ye* llioufr, th«T .minim cL Z*. "C^h"""l“'‘n,£drUncr-
theory. He says: anH „ . . Lhnsttans, Whichever of the two views may predomi-

“In lh. lealm, of conscience and charar- through seveial de^ade^ihev are P'°k,*lon n»te. on* thing muat not be Ion sight of,
ter man must woik out his own Miration far Imm lhe precip.M. ’i hare in mmd"!! *nd lhal l1' ‘h*‘ " d'*'ne grace alone that
through ceueleas struggling, toiling long, notable oublie nun ai .Vim k,7kn<! .* c*n ?lv* lbe ’ncl0'y °rer sin. No merely
hard and pauenily. And jusi in prupoitiun look io know that the animal naturedinUhim orelh,“1 theory, or both com
as he goes toward excellence doe. the work f“ IrTko . ^nou^d ^nLl. l b,'nid' rom ,lhe ground. It i, gmee 
become difficult. The law of creation is, him, howerer. the*«piMmal nature .»P »v!ln ‘ ,ee / œ,ks con<iueron,
that list higher one climbs, the more inlri more highly dercioptd ■ but there ... » whether in the earlier or more adranced
cate and difficult the dunes. It is easy to in tha. man Ïlween ihe auim.l .^ ? of Ch,,s",n cxPrr,cn« Tht. grace
control the oa, and guide the beast across spiritual while he heed I knew snoiher “D be g'rm 'n »uch measure as to meet all
the field. ?neIrene I. higher m the Kale, man rerr well who m!mni„d ÎTL m demand^ Paul said, “I can do all thing».
“d 6U ,OTC,U-enl “ • h,*b“ d^“ Cnriaiian name through . long ,Ue. J'.hS ÊïïftoïïïCîîï.
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conclude that the coarser kinds of sins, like 
the horse and ox, are easier controlled than 
the finer kinds of sins, like steam and elec
tricity. But I doubt if the point is well 
taken. I (ear Dr. Hillis (alls here into the 
mistake of taking an illustration as a proof. 
A man who uses illustrations so copiously 
and usually so happily, is, perhaps, liable to 
such mistake. But as a matter of fact, an 
illustration can prove nothing. The most it 
can do is to illuminate some truth already 
ascertained. And as I do not see that ei-
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